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To che Right Honourable, 


The Magiſtrates of BurghsRoyal, 


Juſtices of Peace, and all other Judges 2nd 
/hcers Civil or Military within Scortand. 


And particularly 


The Magiſtrates of Dundee. | 


 Ricur Honovkanrs, 


MLMIGHTY God, the Su- 
i. | preme Goveinour of che 
= 0 Univerſ:, che Sovereign 
Judge of Nations, and ſule 
Fountain of Honour, by | 
( his Cver-ruling Providence, DOR] 
hach promoted you to ho- 
* Ea nvarable Stations and Ra-. 2RA0E 
ces "of 1 Faſt ; ; in which you: are capable of do #6. 4:2 (Bil 
ing {im eminent Service. He bach eloarhtd+ any 
you with his Commiſſion, and put the hv EY. e 
o juſtice into pour Hands; that your en 
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with Power in a Chriſtian Country. 
Now in order to the purſuing this grez: End, 


Terrour to Evil Doers. Your Promotion is ftom 


God; and you Rule by his Authority, Prov. viii. © 


15. He hath made 2 his Picegerents and 7 jey- 
tenants on Earth; ſo thac doubtleſs you Ought 
to act for his Intereſt, and according to his 
Orders. No Man but will account the Gover- 
nour of 4 Provence a Rebel, if he diſobe the 
Orders of the Sovereign Prince that commil- 
fioned him. All Magiſtrates' and Rulers are 
bound to be as much obcdient to God. as heit 
Subjects ate bound to be ſubmiſſive to them; 
Nay more, for their Authority over Mer is 
limited, but God's Authority over them 18 


abſolute and unbounded. Wherefore, R. H | 
humbly preſume that you will not take ic in #!! 


Part, to be put in mind of your Dependance, 
and your Duty. 

You are not only Chriſtians, but Chriſtian 
Magiſtrates; and, upon that Account yor: ate 
particulariy concerned to promote the 1ntcreit 
and Welfare of the Chriſtian Religion: Thc 
Religion of him who hath the Government on 


his Shoulders, and the Adminiſtration of a 
Things put into his Hands for the Good ©: the 


Church. It is chiefly for this End, that God 
hath raiſed you to Honour, and inveſted you 


it is fit that you remember, there arc Tu 


Things eſſential to the Chriſtian Religion, 


which all its Profeſſors ſhould conſcientiouſ) 
Regard ; Firſt, The fincere Belicf of its Truths 


And 24ly, The faithful Practice of its Dutics. 


The #irft hath great Influence on the Sec 
for it the Chriſuan Truths be qpaſtiones, 
| | Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Duties will certainly be neglected. 
ang the moſt effectual Mean that I know, to 
preletye and maintain both th= one and the o- 
ther, is the Sanliſcation of the Lord's Day. 


Had ir not been for th: Obſervation of this. 


V 


Day, the Truths of Chriſtianity had, in a 


at Meaſure, been forgot by many before this 
Time. For, as the -Lord's-Day is, of it ſelf, a 
bor and lively Memorial of our Redemption 
by ſeſus Chriſt : | 
ſtaney hear ſounded in our Ears the Truths of 
tha: Religion, which Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
hate taught and delivered unto the World, And, 
as the Obſervation of the Lord's-Day is a 
great Preſetvative to the Truths of Chriſtianity; 
o alt ro the Duties of it. The wile God harh 
ſer this one Duty, as a ſtrong Hedge or Fence 
for keeping all the reſt: For, by a conſcientious 
keeping of the Lord's- Day, the Soul is diſpoſed 
and put in Frame for the whole Service of God, 
an Duties of Religion. The frequent recur- 
ting of rhis Day with the Goſpel Ordinances 


So, upon this Day we con- 


diſpenſed therein, preſerves the Remembrance 


of Cliiiſt and Heaven, keeps Sin and Vice un- 


der :o1ſtane Rebukes, and puts Atheiſm and 
Irreligion to the Bluſa, Take away the Ob- 
ſervarion of the Lord s-Day, and all Regard to 


God's Worſhip would quickly bz caſt off; fear- 
ful Confuſion and Diſorder, Atheiſm and Pro- 
faneneſs would quickly enſue. 


*. 


hook upon the Duty of Sabbath-SanTificas 
tion to be of as great Conſequence to the Practice 
of Chriſtianity, as Luther reckoned the Articles 
ot Juſt.ſfication to be to the Dod tine thereof, 
Articulus ſtantis ſeu Cadenzit 
a 3 


when he called it 
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be made in this Hedge of Piety, then, may we 


expect, that, at theſe Breaches, all ſerious Godli- 


neſs will run out, and a Flood of Profancnc's 
and Impiety ruſh in upon us. 
This undoubtedly hath been the firm Per ſwa- 


ion and deliberate Judgement of the wiſh 


Night, zil break of Day on 


Emperors and Princes, Pailiamants and Church- 
Afjemblies, when they tramed {auch exccheut 
Laws and Acts for the ſirict Obſervation of the 
Lord's Day, and of the divine Laws thereanenr, 
And, ſeeing Magiſtrates ate appointed Cu/todes 
utyiuſque Tabula, it is very proper they ſhould 
be acquaint with theſe Laws aud Acts, and 
eſpeciaily theſe of our own: Country, which 
they are bound, by their Office, to maintain 
and put in Execution. Wherefore, I ſhall here 
take upon me to be your Remembrancer, with 
Reſpect to ſome: of them, boch Ancient and 
Modern. | 

1 ſhall not inſiſt upon theſe excellent Laus 
made by Conſtantine the Great, the firſt i- 
fan Emperor, for the ſtrict Obſervation of rhe 
Lord - Day; whereby he commanded, that rho 
the whole Reman Empire, all Work and La- 
bour ſhould be forborn on that Day, bcl:des 
ſeveral others. Ora 

e ſhall. only. mind you of the pious NRegad 


King Edgar of England ſhewed to the Lord s- 
Day, about the Year. of our Lord 959, When 
he madc 2 Lax, that the Sabbath Day, ſhoud 


be celebrated. from Me à Cloch en Cat, 
day, CUTS 


Which 
* 


imc, FP caple..were | abſtain fron: | all 
For Recreation“. 
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anner of worldly Buſineſ 
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DE DIC AT ORT. vii 
As alſo of the Zeal of the Convocation of the 
to S025 Clergy, tho' in Times of much Darknceſe, 
je as narrated by Archbiſhop Sporiſwood. Who, 
li- at their Meeting at Perth, Anno Chriſti 1 180, x 
„ preſſed fo much Concern for the Santi fcation 
of the Lord - Day, that they ordained, that e- 
a= very Saturday from Twelve a Clock, ſhould be 
et kt a part for Preparation thereunto, and that 
„au People, on Saturday Evening, at the found of 
ut the Bell, ſhould addreſs themſelves to hear Prayers, 
he add ſhould abſtain from world!y Labours till 
nt, ¶ Monday Morning. 5 
leg Bur I ſhall deſcend to latter Times, and lay 
1d Þ belocs yau ſome of the excellent Laws, which 
ad have been made by our Kings and Parliaments; 
ich and General Aſſemblies in Scotland, ſince the 
ain Reformation, for the Religious Obſervation of 
ere the Lord's-Day, which ſtill ſtand in Force, and 
ith I which you are concerned to aſſiſt to put in Exe- 
nd cution. | | | 
Particularly, Ja. VI. Parl. 6. Chap. 71. It is 
ws enacted, that chere ſhail be no Markets an the 
i- Sabbath-day : And alſo, That no Gaming, 
the I © Playing, paſſing to Taverns and Ale- Houſes, 
* or ſelling of Meat or Drink, or wilful re- 
La- © maining from the Pariſh Kirk in Time of 
des Sermon or Prayers, upon the Sabbath-day, be 
" uſed, under the Pains of Twenty Shilling 
ad © Sets And who refuſe, or are unable to pay 
the (aid Pains, ſhall be put and holden in the 
hen Stocks, or ſuch other Engine for publick 
ld Puniſhment, for the Space of twenty four 
day Hours,” There were ſeveral other AGs ot 
ing made in this King's Reign for the Qbſerraci 13 
N 24 ö * 2 2 
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vii The EPISTL E | 
of the Sabbath, Which 1 ſhall not infiſt on, 
pat Proceed to latter Acts 
Charles II. Pari. 1. Act 18, Intituled, 4;; 
for the due Obſervation of the Lord - Day, which 
Act doth ratify and approve all turmer Aus of 


1 Parliament, made for. the Gibſervation of the 
| Sabbath-day, and againſt rhe Breakers thereof, 
Fl. And likewiſe do cliſcharge © all going of Salt | 
i * Pans, Mills or Kilns, under the. Pains of 
1 ** twenty Pound Scots, to be paid by the Heri- 
We « tors and Pofleflors thereof; Aud alſo ali 
0 4 Saimond-Fiſhiug, hiring of Shearers, carryint | 
1 * e Loads, keeping. of Markets, or ufing of | 
l * Merchandiſe on the ſaid. Day, and all orher 
- * Protanations thereof, under the Pain of Ten | 
Ml Found Scots, the one halt.chereof to be paid | 
Nt * by.-che ;{uid Fiſher, or Shearer hired, and 
p ö * the other half by the Perſons hiring. And if | 
U 4 the Offender be not able to pay the fails | 


[ 

| 1% Penalties, that he be examplarily puniſaed in 
14 * his, Body, according to the Merit of his 
{1 4 Fault.“ And this Act is again rat ifted, 


Charles II. Parl. 2. Seff. 3. Ch. 22. Likewiſe King 
Millam of glorious Memory, Parl. 1. hath e 
nacted many good Laws to this Purpoſe, par- 
ticulariy in the Acts int ituled, Aci agaiuit E 
faneueſi, which were paſt Fuze 15. 1693, Func 28, 
4695. October 9. 1696, Fanuary 31, 1701, Which 
Acts do expreſly ratity, renew and revive all for- 
met Laws and Acts of Parliament, made againſt 
Drunkeoneſs, Sabbath- breaking, Swearing, For- 
nication, Cc. And particularſy, the King and 
Farliament do therein “ ſtiictij require and en- 
* jom all Sheritfs and their Deputes, Ste warts 
& and their Deputes, Baillics and. „ | 
l er 1 Og Vaäkles 
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„  lHiaries, and Regalities and their Deputes, 


£6 


1 


CI 

h tore laid (and among *ich particular mention 
0 s made of the Sin of Płofanacion $the Lord's 
ne Day) happen to be committed. o put the 

f, ts againſt the ſame to exact and punctual 
n © 'xccurion, at all Times, without Neceſſity of 

of 1 Diſpenſarion, and againſt all Perſons with- 

i- Exception, with Certification, that any 
all the ſaid Judges that ſhall refuſe, nęglect or 
Je lay ro put the Laws made againſt the ſaid 

of ius ig Execution, upon Application of any 
cr * Miniſter or Kirk-Seſſion, or any Perſon in 
en eir Name informing and offering ſufficient 

d * Probarion, ſhall be {ubjzect and liable toties 

nd '* 7cties, to à Fine of an hundred Pounds Scots, 

{if * tor which they may be purſued before the 

108 * [,ords of Seffion, ar the Inſtance of the Agent 
in oßſche Kirk, the Miniſter or Kirk-Seſſion of 
his * the Pariſh, by ſummar Proceſs; without the 

ed, * Order of the Roll. — 

419 Belides theſe Acts of Parliament, I might cite 


Magiſtrates of Burghs Royal, and Juſtices of 
Peace, within whoſe Bounds the Immoralities 


} & von many Ars of rhe General Aſſembly againſt 


ar- -*:bath-breaking, both of an old and later 
05 15 Date : the which alſo you are concerned to aſſiſt 
28, Minitters and inferior Church Judicatories in 
ich the Executton of. I ſhall only mention à few 
for- ot chem, viz, two old Ads, and two of late. 


The Firſt, is that paſt at Edinburgh 29th 


Auguſt 1639, intituled, Act arent keeping of the 


Lord Day, in which we have theſe Words, 
*-The General Aſſembly recommendeth to the 
* {-reral Presbytries, the Execution of the g 
Ats of Aſſemblies, againſt the Breach of the 
et rn P „ 7 — Sabbath 
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& Sabbath-Day, by going of Mills, Salt-Pang; 
«* Salmond: Fiſhing, or any ſuch like Labour, G.. 

The Second is, The A paſt at Edinb»:gh 
18th of June 1646, intituled, A againſt. long 
of. Ships and Barks on the Lord - Day. It runs 
thus, The General Aſſembly underſtanding 
* how much the Lord's-Day is profaned by 
« Skippers and other Sca-taring Men, 4g 
therefore Diſcharge and Inhibire all Skippers 
* and Sailors to begin any Voyage on the 
* Lord's-Day, or to looſe any Ships, Barks cr 
Boats out of the Harbour or Road upon 


* that Day: And who ſhall do in the con- a 
* trary thereof, ſhall be Cenſured as Profaucts p 
* of che Sabbath. And they recommend to : 
Presbytrigs, and others whom it may Concern, to , 


ſer both the Acts of Aſſembly, and Parliamcut, 2 
amade for Cenſuring and Puniſhing Protanaticu 
of the Lord's- Day, to be put in Execution. 

As tor the late Acts of Aſſembly, I all 
mention bur 7wo, The Firſt is that paſt at 
Edinburgh 30 Jauuary 1699, intituled, At a. 
gainſt Hrojanenc ſo, in which we have theſe Words, 
The General Aflembly Recommends to the 
* kirk-Sefiicus and Presbyteries, the vigorous, 
« impartial, and yet prudent Exerciſe of Di- 
„ cipline againſt ail Immorality, eſpecially 
*. Dcankeanels, aud Filthineſs, Curſing, Swear- 
* ing, aud profauing the Lord s- Day, which 

e much abound. And that they apply co 
ö the Magiſtrate for the Execution of che good 
| Las made againſt Immorality and Profanc- 
* neis. And Ceing it is ahſerved, that in 
** Burghs, cſpeeially thoſe of the greareſt Rcſott, 
as Edinourgh,, many lit cog late in Taverns, 
epic |» | * elpecial!y 
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DEDICATORYT. 11 
-ipccially on the Saturday's Night, and Men 
of Buſineſs pretend they do it, for the Re- 
laxation ot their Minds; through which, 
ſome neglect the publick Worſhip on the Lord's 
Day in the Forenoon ; and others attend the 
Worſhip drouſily. Therefore, the General 
\ſembly recommends to all Miniſters, where 
ſuch finful Cuſtoms are, to repreſent to the 
People, both publickly and privately, the Sin 
2nd Evil thereof; and to call them to re- 
deem that Time, which they have free from 
Buſineſs, and to imploy it in Conyerie with 
God, about their Soul's State, and in Prepa- 
ration for the Sabbath, which will yield 
more Delight, than ail ſenſual Pleaſures can 
do. And the General Aſſembly beſeecheth 
and exhorteth all Magiſtrates of Burghs to 
be affiltant to Miniſters, in enquiring into, 


* and reforming ſuch Abuſes. 


The other AF is that paſt at Edinburgh, roth 


Abril 1705, Intituled, Act againft Profanation of 
the Lord's Day; which runs thus, Phe General 
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ce 
ce 


and by rhe Appolntibent 


Allembly raking to their ſerious Conſideration 
the great Profanation of the Lord's Day, by 
Mul:itades of People vaging idlely upon the 
Screets of rhe City of Edinburgh, Peer and 
Shore of Leith, in St. Aun's Latd, and the 

ucen's Park; ard in diverſe Places of the 
Weſt-Kirk Pariſh, and on rhe Links of Leith, 


and other Places; eſpecially about Edinburgh, 


ad chat by Peifons of all Ranks; many 
whereof are Strangers, as the ſame hath been 
tcbreſented to them by the COmmiſhᷣoners ſtom 
the Presbytety of EN WER u the. Name, 
| chat Presbytery; 

—  * 
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And conſideting alſo, what hath been r:pre. 
* ſented by ſeveral Brethren, anent the Prota. 
nation ot the Lord's Day in other Places of 
* the Nation, by unneceſſary Travelling, and 
otherwiſe: And the General Aſſembly being 
deeply ſenſible of the great Diſhonour done to 
the Holy God, and ot the. open Contempt of 
God and Man, maniſeſted by ſuch Heaven-dar- 
ing Profaneneſs, to the expoſing of the Narcion 
to the heavieſt Jadgments; Therefore, they do 
in the Fear of God, carneſtly cxhort all their 
Reverend Brethren of the Miniſtry, and ocher 
* Officers of the Church, to contribu;e their 
« utmoſt Endeavours in their Stations, for ſup- 
* prefiing ſuch groſs Profanation of the Lord's 
Day, by a vigorous, and impartial, yet mu- 
dent Exerciſe of the Diſcipline of the Church, 
and by holding Hand to the Execution of the 
* Laudab!e Laws of the Nation againf he 
* Guilty, in ſuch Way and Manner, as is al- 
© lowed by Law; And, becauſe the Concur- 
* rence and Aſſiſtance of the Civil Government, 
« ill be abſolutely neceſſary, for the better 
« Curbing and ee of this Crying Sin; 
The General Aſſembly do hereby appoint 
* theic Commiſſion to be nominate by them, 
to addreſs the Right Honourable, the Lords 
< of Her Majeſty's Privy Council, that their 
Lordſnips may be pleaſed to give ſuch Ordors, 
and take ſueh Courſes for reſtraining {uch 
* Abuſes, as they in their Wiſdom ſhall judge 

e moſt cffe&tual, 64d 

Thus, Right Honourable, you ſee how man 
Laws both Civil and Ecclefiaftical there arc * 
tant for the religious Obſervation of the Long 
RB . : 3. 
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DE DICATO RI. ii 
Day, I might have cited many more ôf them, 
but leſt J fhonld be too tedious, I ſhall paſs 
them, and only put you in Mind of the pious Pro- 
clamarion of our preſent Gracious Sovereign King 
George, given at St. Fames's the 5th of Januam 
1715, in the Firſt Year of his Reign, intituled, 


A Proclamation for the Encouragement of Piety ant 


Virtue, and for the preventing and puniſhing Vice, 
Piofaneneſs, and Immorality. In which Proclama- 
tion, His Majeſty doth ſtrictiy Charge and Com- 
mand all Magiſtrates and judges under him, to 
rut in Execution the Laws aud Acts now in 
Force, for the puniſhing and ſuppreſſing ot Vice; 
and particularly, the Protanation of the Lord's 
Day, by Gaming, lelling ot Liquors,and otherwiſe. 
And he hath theſe remarkable Words, wi 
c:{erve to be written in Letters of Gold. And 
* we do expect and require, that all Perſons of 
Honour, or in Place of Authority, will give 
good Example by their own Virtue and Piety, 
and to their utmoſt contribute to the diſcaun- 
:cnancing Perſons of diſſolute and debauched 
Lives, that they being, by that Means, te- 
duced to Shame and Contempt, for their 
locſe and evil Adions, and Behaviour, may 
de thereby alſo eniorced the ſooner to reform 
their ill Habits and Practices; and that the 
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them, may (as far as it is poſſible) ſupply 
whar the Laws (probably) cannot altogether 


the Lord's Day, at Dice, Cards, or any other 


© Game whatſoever, cither in publick or private 


£ Houſes, 


prevent. And we do hercby ſtrictiy cyoim 
and prohibit all our loving Subjects, of what 
Degree and Quality ſocver, from playing, on 


vilidle Diſpleaſure of good Men towards 


xiv The EPISTLE 
C Houſes, or other Place or Places whatſocver: 
« And do hereby Require and Command them, 
« and every of them, decently and revetently to 
ac attend the Worſhip of God, on every Lord's 
« Day, on Pain of our higheſt. Difpleaſure, 
„ and of being proceeded againſt with the ut- 
< moſt Rigour that may be by. Law.” And 
indeed the great End and Scope which that 
Proclamation chiefly levels at, is the religious 


- Obſervation of the Lord's Day; His Majesty 


wiſely judging, that the Sanctification of the 
Lord's Day is the Epitome of all Religion, and 
virtually includes all the other Precepts and Du- 
ties of Chriſtiamity, and that it is the beſt Fence 
and Bulwark againſt all Manner of Vice aud 
Profaneneſs. | 

And now, Right Honourable, IT cannot allow 
my ſelf to queſtion, but the Royal Patte and 
Authority of ſo Great a Monarch, in whoſe 
Name, and by whoſe - Authority, under God, 
you exerciſe your Power, will mightily influence 


you to do your Duty, in executing the Laws 


againſt Vice, and particularly, the Profanation 
at the Lord's Day, which is a woful Inlet to all 
Manner- of Impicty. 

But I have a greater Authority than that of 
any-eartily King to improve with you, in Be- 
half of this Holy Day, even Co Koeheriry of 
that Sovereign Lord, who inſtituted this Day, 
and who inveſted. you with Power to vindicate 
and maintain its Honour, againſt all the fact 


- legious Profaners thereof. | 


Lon ate God's Deputies, which doth 1ay a 


- ſirgng-Eugagement upon you, to be concerned 
- fol tlie Honour and Iutereſt of your Malter and 


Sovereign, 
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hotours done to him, more than theſc done to 
your ſelves. | 


As you are authorized by God, ſo you are ac- 


countable to him for all you do; and therefore, 
in the Diſcharge of your Office, and eſpecially, 
jn the ſuppreſſing of Vice, and curbing of Sab- 
bath-breaking, you ought to act as theſe,” wha 
firmly believe, that, in a ſhort Time, they muſt 
ſand on a Level with the meaneſt of the Pe 
before the Great and Awful Judge of tne World, 
anc. render an Account of their Managements. 
There is not a Cauſe ye now judge, but he will 
judge over again; not a Sentence ye pals, but 
he will Recognoſce and Canvaſs. it. And hence 
there is good Ground for that weighty Caurion 
and Advice, which the Spirit of God giveth to 
all Magiſtrates, 2 Sam. xxiii. 3. He that ruleth 
over Men muſt be juſt, ruling in the Fear of Gad. 
You muſt ſtudy to imitate the Great God in his 
Juſtice, and have an Eye not only to the Lawsof 
the Land, bur. alſo to the pure and juſt Law of 
your Supreme Conſtituent, as your Rule in all 
your Adminiſtrations, 1 
And, as you ought to be juſt in the Executi- 
on of the Laws, ſo (efpecially in reſtraining and 
puniſhing of Sin) it is requiſice, that you ſhew 
your Courage and Magnanimity, for it is God's 
Quatrrel you are engaged in. Sometimes the 
Tranſgrefſors of the Laws become ſo daring aud 


impudent, that it requireth no ſmall Meaſure 


ot Courage and Boldneſs in e to put 
to the Bluſh, or look them out of Countenance. 
Have che Slaves of Satan the Im pudence to at- 


tack che Laws of God, which are tivly; juſt 
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| and good ? And; ſhall not the Vicegerents of 


God have the Zea] and Courage to appear oh 


| h in their Detence ? It is atworthy of a Magi 
r 


ate, to ſhew any Cowardiſe in the Diſchaige 


of his Office, eſpecially, when the Hotion: of 


God, and his hojy Laws is ar rhe Stake. 


_ . Bleſſed be God, thee Laws of che Land, which 
Magiſtrates are now called ro execute, are un- 
pe ionably juſt, and agreeable ro the Laws f 


od; ſo that they calmot have the leaf Scruple 
of Conſcience to execute them. They arc not 


now required {as in our Fathers Days) to per- 
ſecute rhe Servants of God, and Lovers ot his 


Laws; but ro proſecute the Enemies of God, and 
notorious Breakers of his Laws. And who 


would not be valiant in fo good a Cauſc? 


As you mult be juſt and magnanimous ir pu- 
niſhing Vice; fo ought you to execute Juſtice im- 
partially, without ſhewing any Indulgence, or 


fooliſh IF to the vitious. As there is no Re- 
© 


ſpe& of Perſons with God ; ſo neither ovght 
there to be with thoſe that are called Gus. 
You are not to know Faces in Judgment, much 


leſs to accept the Perſon of the Wicked, Soli- 


citations in Favours of the Profane, ſhould be 
anſwered with an angry and couragions Re- 
Pulſe, Vice is to be | Panos war both by 
our Wortls and Looks. 

This were the true Method to make NM 2gi- 
ſtrates publick Bleſſings to the Land, and to ad- 


vance the publick Welfare of the Cities ard 


Country where they dwell. Theſe that act in 
a publick Sphere, muſt not be Men of lirtls 
Souls, ot narrow Spirits: But Men of gercrous 


Piſpoſitions, whole chick Aim is not to ad 2 
r | 20 1 Foy N 
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their own Intereſt, but the publick Good ; and 
who are willing to make all tlieir private Con- 
cerus ſtoop to the publick Welfare? O for 
publick ſpirited Magiſtrates, that would mind 
the Things of Chriſt more than their own, and 
prefer the Good of Jeruſalem, before their chicteſt 
Joy va Earth ! Then Judgment would run down 
our Streets as Mater, and Righteouſneſs as 4 
mighty Stream. Then Jeruſalem would proiper, 
God would be glorified, and our glorious Ad- 
vocate in Heaven would be concerned to plead 
for vou ; tor thus you would put an Argument in 
his Mouth to uſe for you, John xvii. Father, I am 
glorifed in them. Thus you would embaim your 
Names to Poſterity, and , Generations to come 
would riſe, up and called yon bleſſed. Good 
Men oft the preſent Age would alſo honour and 
bleſs you, as the Guardians of the Laws, and 

pray ior Heaven's Bleſſings on you. | 
Would you then be honoured here, and glo- 
tied hereafter? Imploy your Power now for 
God's Honour and Glory, by ſuppreſſing 
Vice, and promoting true Chriſtianity and God- 
Iincts, Now, the moſt compendious Way to 
Co this is, to . zealouſly in your Stat ions 
tor the religious Obſervation of the Lord's Day, 
aud for preventing the Abuſe and Profanatioa 
Vt; as will more fully appear from the en- 
lung Treatife on chat Subject, which J pre- 
ume humbly to recommend to your ſerious Per- 
ulal; hoping, that, thro' the Bleſſing of God, 
may be uſcful, to raiſe your Eſteem of the 
ord's Day, and kindle your Zea! for its Sancti- 
cation. Oh! never entertain flight Thoughts 
ben . „ bath-breaking, js any other Vice, how 
. ever 
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ever common it be; for the commoner any Sin 
s, it is ſtill ſo much the worſe, God is the mgre 
diſhonoured. Look upon every Sin, and this 


Sin in particular, as the Enemy of that God, 


whoſe Deputies you are; as that, which damn 


Souls to Hell eternally, and brings publick Ca- 
lamities upon the Cities and Country in which 
ay live. Would ye be Pillars of the Land. ang 
cep off national Judgments ?* Then be 2calous 
againſt all Immorality, and particular!v this 
God- provoking Sin of Sabbath- -breaking, For 
tho' Sin doth ſadiy abound and cry for Wrath, 
yer we do not read, that God uſeth to bring 
Jack gments on a Land, where Magiſtrates and 
iviſters make Conſcience of their Du yt 
ſuppreſs it. 

And finally, ſee that you be ſuch yor r ſelve: 
as you would have others to be: Aim to be tx 
amples of Religion and Sabbath-Sanctiſicatcion 
to the People whom you govern : For, as Mini 
ſters ſhoiſid preach by their Lives ; : fo Magiſ: at's 
ſhould govern by their Lives. What a nabe 


Pattern of Sabbath-Holineſs was rhe exccilen: 
Judge Hale to the People among whom hie |iver, 


of whom you will read in the following Treatiſe! 
O! that all Magiſtrates and Judges would no- 
tice his Example, and be tender. of this Ho! 


Day : It would be well for their Souls, well tot 


their Families, and well for the Places de - thet 


Inſpection: Happy the People, when 5 ſay t 


Caſe. | 
That the Sovereign Lord of the Univer! 
who hath exalted vou above others, ma em 
nently bleſs your Perſons and Families, gn 


bleſs this Epiſtle and T'reatile to you, make you 


public 
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%n publick Bleſſings TO the Land, and memorable 
ore raments of his Glory. That he may honour 
this you to be the Fathers of your Country, Guardi- 
od, M 5 of the Laws, Champions of Juſtice, zealous 
mins [ors of the Sabbath, while here below, and 
Ca-W + i-ngth bring you to the everialting Sabbath 


niche, is the carneſt Prayer of 

and 

lou 

This jt 

For, R1iGcurt Homouk- Br; 
ath, | | 

ring Tour Honours Obedient 

and | 

y t9 Servant in the Lord Jeſus 


J. 1H; 


| 
| 
| 
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TO TAN 
R E A DHR N 


e E is one of ; he moſt Preciops 
15:24 5 5 Things in the World, which 
a can never be enough valued, 
F q 220r 700 carefully in 25 
58 Þ J ſeeing, upon this doth. depend 
8 I. 7 b the Salvation of our. Precavus 
$580 = Ft and immortal Souls? 77 
33 09. Eternity. Surety, 2124 
this great End, that Almighty God 25 graciouſly 
pie 4d, coufinualiy to «wheel about Sun, Moon a 
Stats, in their annual and daurnal Revolutions, 
'o beget and furniſh Time to ur: Ang therefore, is 
es "oſt juſt what God requireth, that we ſhould 
reacem tt with the urmoſt Care and Diligence. 
Put of all Time, Sabbath Time is the moſs pre- 
as and valuable; upon the Improvement wheres 
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of, he Salvation of our Souls doth depend in a mor; 
oni Manner. Time is fitly compared to 4 Gold. 
Ring, and the, Se bbath 7 rhe ſparkling Damon} 
therein, which gives it its Liiftre, and heights. 2140 
Pathe. Hence, the Tv;ſe Chriſtian hath a Tec 747 
erm for the Sabbath, above the Days of 1: 
eh, and will reckon every Moment of Sab bart, 
Time moſt Precious, and defire thar none «f it |» 
ones ſpent. What Chriſt ald to hi Diſciples, ron 
cerniug the Loawes and the Fiſhes, the like L, 
ſeems to ſpeak to 125, concerniue his holy Day, G: 
up the Fragments, gather ug all the Parer 15 i, 
pare Hours and Minutes of at, count them az 
P. eco, as the Goloſmerh aoth the ſmaileſt Filings 
= Gold, and wt Notbing of Sabhath T ime be 
70 85 
The Sabbath Day being the wiſe Inſlirnco! of 
the Great God, for hit oV Glory, and the G 
of his Church, all Honour and Respect i; ne 
oy ogg For, at God will have his publics 
Worſhip maintained, white the World (ia nacth; 
Jo he hath afpcinted a Day of ſacred Reſt for this 
End, from the Beginning of 7 , ana that he ll 
' bace kept ß ro the Find of Time. | 
Nie Solomon cherer h, that to every | bing 
; thiere is 4 Seaſon, and a Time for every Pur 
under Heaven, cri. ili. 1. And, 10 very 
" Thing and Purpoſe, to be ſure, there ig a proper 
© Time and Seaſon ſor 't he beft Things, au bf 
 Prfprjes. © Winld God allow Zim for the meat 
Things avi Prrpojes, aud none for thai «1 bi 
" ſolemn Worſhip and Service; warch as the mill 
*- 26Ce/ſar y and excellent Purpoſe in rhe Nerd I 
st not erough, that we g de God a Share of cor!) 
Day for his Worſhip, from «whom awe have G ot 
\ Time ; but wwe owe him ſome whole Days for fe- 
lemu and fublicł Worſhip. And 75 if d get 
| abje to the * of aa and a Nu, il Reaſon, 
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hat he ſhould hade a Day of every Week for rhis 
End. . 
Ail Nations have had their Seaſons and fot 
imo, for Sacrifices aud Devotion, eden rhe 
H-2thens, 2who worſhipped dumb Idols, bad their 
Fe(tznals and holy Days, and had one Day of the 
ect, which they eſteemed more ſacred than the reſt. 
Ta, fo ſtrong if the natural Light and Rationa- 
lity of this Thang, that the Turks, tho" they 
aro Fanemies to the true Religion, and haue 
taken up with the moſt unreaſonable Tmpoſtnres 
and Delnſions, yet ſtill retain the Impreſfrons of 
the Rationality of this Point, that there ſhould 
i» a certain Day of the e ſet apart for the 


OO - — 


ſolemn Worſhip of God. 


1 acknowledge endeed, that the Light of Nature, 
without any other Help, could not have determined 
Men univerſally, to deatcate the Seventh Day of 
their Teme to God, more than the Sixth or Eighth 
Day. But ſegeng, the Creator of the Worl4 and 
Am hor of Teme hath, from the Beginning, thought 
fit t meaſure Time by Days, and parcel out theſe 
Days anto ſuch remarkable Period, as that of. 
Weeks, or the Revolution of ſeven Dayi, to de 
7 iſtantly obſerved al! the IVorld oder: It. Aothh 
apgear moſt agreeable to natural Reaſon, hat one 
Day of each Week ſbould be holy to the Lord. 

But, beſides the Light of Nature, we have the 
Lizbt of Scripture and Revelation for this Truth, 
rod hath exprefly aþporntea one Day in Soden, to 
be ft holy for hes ſolemn Worſhip 5 neither hau 
he Hi the particuiar Day to our own Choice, but 
la, alſo pointed this out unto us by hit Nord, 
which he hh uot done to every Nation. 2 

Ir 15 0ne great Badge of a Chrittian, to lee the . 
Lord's Day, or Firſt Day of e Heek, at being 
ou Lord's Reſurretion Day. The Jews Bas 
err Saturday Sabbath, which they much glory 
42, au call the Queen of che Week. The Naho-' 

| b 4 metans 
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metans teeß the Friday, as their Sabbath, or ic. Ml x 
ing their great Prophet (or rather wile Imfoſlor) 4 
his Barth-day. The Parthians, and ſome orher Ms: 
Pagan Nations ob/erye Tueſday, and efteem it a Ms 
Bowe all other Days of the Neck. But ut i: > Mii 
dliſeriminating Mark of the Profeſſors of Chi. Wn 
anity every where, that they celebrate the Firſt Mi 
Day of the Week, the Lord's Day. And ind, A 
rhe right Obſeryation of it is alſo' a diſting1ifh. . 
ing Charadter of a true and ſincere Chriſi i au. 11 
Our Lord hath appropriate this Day to lim , 
felf, marked it with his Seal, and put his Name by 
upon it, Rev. i. 10, 7 his holy Day is calledi.i22 Mb: 
Kula, the Lord's Day; as the Holy Supper ie Wi 
called ger Kuptan⁴ e the Lord's Supper, x Cor. xi. M 
ac. Becauſe, the one was bis Inſtitution as weil MP 
as the other, for keeping up his Memory, and Wn 
ſhewing forth his Glory. - Now, the Objervation of Wa 
this Day ig an ofen and viſible owning of the Min 
Lord Felus (by whoſe Name it i called) for cu MD 
Lord and Maſter : Whereas, the Neglect of this Wor 
Day is an open and viſible diſinening of Chriſt, 
and a ſlighting of the Benefits of his Reſurrettion. Wo! 
And, will any irue roo or Lover of Chriſt Wi: 
ho indifferent about the keeping of this Day: th 
Tuo the May of Sabbath Sanctification Lc 7» Mi: 
Good old Way, being the Divine Appointment, l 
Price ever God created Man upon the Earth ; yet We 
there is no Way more hated, no Duty more r We" 
Foſed by Satan and wicked Men , which I an Wh: 
nt at all ſurpriſed at, ſoeing it is a ſpecial Fence ts n. 
all Religion, ani a ſtrong Bulwark acainſt tte Wer 


Prevailing Torrent of Impiety. | or 
- That Intquity ſo much abounds, aud Piciy Wt 
zs at ſo low an Ebb in many Places of our Laid, | 


J cannot but chiefly impure to the great Niglett IA. 
and Difregard of this Holy Day: For, cm Wu 
Arperience aoth . Fd that wohere the Lords WW" 

ly vhſjeryed, there Chriſtian N. 


4 Kknouw- 


Day is moſt fri 


2 
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Knowledge, Party and Mornlaty do moſt proſper : 
nd, ab here the Sabbath 25 diſregarded, there not 
enly Ch riſti auity aud true Plety, but even Morali- 
„ ard Crutlity do decay. The jerzous Conſider a- 
Hon whereof, ſhould excite all the Lovers of God 
and Holineſs, to uſe their utmoſt Fndeavours to 
ſupport the Credit, and maintaiu the Dignity of 


the Sabbath againſt ail iti Enemzes. And this 


it is that hath iuclined me to contribute my Mite 
ban this excellent Subject, and write the follow- 
ine Treatiſe, which ts partly Controverſial, part- 
ly Prafiical, where the Fnemes of the Sab- 
bath are confuted, and the Friends thereof are in- 
ſtructed, with Reſpect to the Grounds, and right 
Manner of ſanttifyeng it. For, ſceing both the 
Profefſeen and Practice of Chriſtianity do ſo .. 
meh depend upon the Obſervation of a Day of 
ſacred Reſt, it congerns all Chriſtians to enquire 
into the Warr ant they have for it, the particular 
Day appointed for this End, and the Way how it 
onghi to be obſerved. | 

And there is the mare Need far this, if it be 
conſidered, that the Age whereen we live, 71 4 
Time, en which great Contempt i poured upon 
the Sabbath. Some, as P. Limborch and hes Fol. 
lowers as diſpute againſt the Morality Mit, and 

lazuly difown the ſtanding and perpetual Obliga- 
won of the Fot, Command. Others, as J. 8. 
an Ep.jcopal Prerhyter, and his Aſſociates, tho 
they Profejſs ro own the Obligation of thai Com- 
mand, /o far, as to forbear ſervile Work, and ar- 
tend Publick Worſhip oz the Sabbath; wer plend 
or earnal Diverſions and Recreatiens, after pu- 
Mich WWorſhep is over. 855 

Some toofe Perſons there are, who, on thes 
Hay Daz, with Vigour, prolecute their mie and 
vac Huter priſes en acts of Debanchery, Leug- 
FO aud Rot; Nay, make this Day of Hog 

ſs he Devils working Day, aud conſume 3 
| | ' altogethes 
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altogether upon their Luſts. Alas! there tn 
nat a few, who go faſter to Hell, and fore th 
Devil more this Day, than all the veſt of de 
Week ; for, being then at Leiſure from other Pu 
neſs, they gide 1 themſelves the more freely 1 
their Cups, Whores, and profane Company. Ang 
can there be a more darmg Afﬀront than thi 
offered to a Great and Holy God, who Inſt:rneq 
this Day for his ſolemn Worſhip and Service ! 
Some brutiſh Soul there are, who obſerye this 
Day no better than do the Beaſts, they only ref 
from their ordiyary Labour, and ſpend the Day 

an Sloth and Idleneſs, which ts to keep the Sab. 
bath of an Or or an Aſs, not of a reaſunoble 
Creature. For this Day is not to be kept merely 

as 4 Reſt from our common Emfloyments, i at 

an idle Day; but as a Holy-day, a Day ſet apart. 
for God's Glory, and for promoting our Salvation, Wl . 
Ala for the ſpiritual Sloth and Idlencfs of many 
Poor careleſs Sinners, who labour as dete fu 
their Souls, as they do for their Boatcs thi Da,. 
hey ſleep, loster, ly at Home, ana, for the ml; 
part go to no Worſhip at all this Holy-day. M 
mil go a dozen of Miles to a Market for 4 . 
Gain, rhat will not be at Pains to go ſo mich il ; 
one Mile, or. den the Breadth of the Srreer 0 - 
the Church, to attend the Gofpel-Market jor MY | 
riching their Souls. Th T believe, if the Bell Ml ;; 
that calls them to the Warſhip of God, did 19M [ 
them Notice of a Stage-Play, or any ſuch ia Dl 
werſion, we might find them at it among the . 


3 


Others go to Church this Day, becauſe ut 1; 110 ; 
Faſhion, and the Way wherem they have Ven 
brought up, but leaving their Hearts behinodi , 
them, prejent therr Bodies to God aid no more M x1, 
Aud, in the Time of the moſt ſolemu Morſtih E. 
haw their Eyes, either wandrimg after Lauii be 
Pro 


or elſe ſour ith Drowfineſs and Sleep. 
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Many attend Ordinances this Day, only to 
pleaſe a natural Conſcience, and ſupport their Re. 
putarion in rhe World : They find no Delight 
„e Sabbath, raſte uo Seveerneſs in Ordinancer, 
nom not the Excellency of Communion with God, 
they rnderſtand not the Plalmiſts Language, 
when he faith, A Day in God's Courts is better 
than a Thouſand elſewhere. No, hit Day 25 10 
them rhe longeſt, and moſt weariſome Day in all 
the Net; They look on all the Religious Exer 
eifec of this Day, as Irkſome and Burdenſome : 
Ind therefore are glad, when there i a Period 
pat 9 them, by the Fund of this Day The 
Minds of many are fo ſet upon the World, that 
they off complain on this Day in their Heartr, 
ar ihrle Iſraelites of Old, Amos viii. 5. When will 
the New Moon be gone, that we may fell Corn ; 
and the Sabbath that we may ſet forth Wheat? 
The Hrthenv (ay Seneca tells ns) counted the 
Jews 2 foolzſh People, becauſe they loſt a full 
event h Part of their Liver, viz. by obſerving of | 
th: Sabbath.” Hut it 7s ſadly to be lamented, that 
nt Neathens only, but many proteſt Chriſtians, 
cor 7he Sabbath 'a. laſt Day. A, what bru- 
rh Froratitude is this to God, who hath ſo gra- 
a atlowed us ſuch a bleſſed and Sonut-upma- 
king Day, as the Sabbath? A Day, the ſiwertoſt 
that ever dawned ro a loft World; a Days that 
roi be the Delight bf our Souls, and Rejoicing 
„ N 
Any in our Age would be at the Papiſts Way 
of Crlobrating the Sabbath Vo, after Maſs and 
Evenirig-Song, {as they call. it) go preſently to Pap- 
my and Dancing, and then to the Ale-houſe, 
the very ſame way the Iſraelites celebrated the 
Feaſt of the Golden Calf, Exod. xxxii. 6. The 
People eat and drank, and roſe up to play. If this 
Profari* Conrſe were [till allowed, as in our Fore- 


uber Days, in Timer of Antichriſtian Dark. 
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er. And, (as one very well obſerves) we ſtill jnoWor 
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tali, many, world call rhe Sabbath 4 Delig , 


Aud indeed, this ſeems to be the Way that not a fey 


grojeſ Proteſtants are driving towards, could they, 
ave their Will, T hey would reckon ir no Gris, 


vanee to ſec that old Abomination of the Eon ol 
Sports revised and Authorized in this Tang 
Again; and, it is likely, that. would in ſome Mes. 
fare reconcile them to the Sabbath, Bur whey 
they hear that the whole Sabbath muſt be ſpent 
in Religious Duties, Publick, Domeſtick ang 
Secret, they Murmur, and ſay as theſ® of old 
Mal. i. 13. What a Wearineſs is it? , 

When I mention the Book of Sports, (as it wall, 
commonly called) I underſtand that infamous H 
claration for Liberty of Sports aud Recrcations 
on the Lord's Day, which was Publiſhed by Ay 
thority, not without the Conſent of the Prelate, 
Firſt, towards ihe End of K. James NI. bi 
Reign, and afterwards in the Reign of Charles 
1. Anno Dom. 163 3. OH hat heinous al 
God provoking Wickedneſs was this, when not ol. 
ly the Civil, but Eccleftaſttcal. Rulers agreed, uM 
Conntenance and promote ſuch profane Disorder. 


on the Lord's- Day! As the heavy Judgment . 


God followed them for this hetnous Offence ; {61 
fear they well light upon theſe in our Ace, win; 
are of the ſame profane Diſpoſition, and would Wa 


content to ſee fuch Abominations revived amoi 


thoſv Men, ⁊ubo are moſt zealous for Things 
humane Invention, and for which they have wifi! 
(om mand from God; moſt forward for encouigWar 
ig the Profanation of the Lord'sDay, which uWgi 
of Diane luſtitution. For, how ever much Men 
Leal doth encreaſe for Thiugs of their own dt 
ing, jo much ſtill doth it flacken for T hings « 
didine Apporntment. Bui O ! of fush Mii ub 
remember, that Sports aud Paſtimes do bel 
unſit the Ming for Spiritual Service, aud tl 


l 


10 the READER. 1 


light N. e Thoughts ſrom what is ſerious and Hlemn, 
% put the Heart altogether out of Frame for 
they irending on God, and holding Communion with 
vim, in the Duties ana Ordinances of the Lord's 
. it ij in Remedy A theſe gromiug Evils, 
and lamentable Aluſes of the Sabbath. before men- 
toned, that I have written the enſuing Treatiſe. 
Ind ſeeing, ie Ferſt Edition of it is long ſince 
ae of, and many have been calling ſor it, I have 
eli Ween urged to publiſh this Second; auhc now 7 
hade done evith many conſiderable Improvements, 

. wand divided it into Io Parts, which, I hope, will 
e unacceptalle to the Lovers of the Sabbath. 
ao Ard, O that God would Bleſs this Treatiſe, 10 
Aero and promote the Love and Eſteem of 
late Lord's-Day in zhe Hearts of many © As ſerious 
I. Een never did, ſo it newer” will thrive or 
Sharia for in ihe World, when the Lord's Day #s 
% adi: ſregarded. For this Sin opens a Flocd- Gui“ for - 
ul ſerzous Religion to run out, and a Speat of 
neoaleneſs to break in. They that once begin to 
ake little Difference betwixt the Lord's Day 
mad other Days, will readily, ere ail be done, 


ENDS of 


„ ate lietle Difference betwixt the Lord's Name 
', Alg ther Names; the Lord's Table and other 
o able; the Lord's Book and other Books. This 
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in of Sabbath-breaking 2s 4 wofut inlet to all 
ors of 'Profaneneſs, aud downreght Atherſm at 
ot. Whereas , a Conſcientious Regard to this 
Wiy-day i a4 mighty Aw-band on the Soul, 4- 
anſt ihe Commiſuon of Sin, and Neglect of He- 
gious Duties. | Ys 

Thi; Treatiſe 1 dire and recommend chief.y 
Families; becauſe rhe Work of Sabbath-Santhiit | 


ing 3 #crh moſt nearly Concern all Families 4s 
2 „ For, by the FourthCommandment, All Coder 
| Ws ; 


"5 of Familzes are Pariicularly charged tua foe 
Me 31: their Dwellings, and are mage Ne. 
Jponfible 


4 tall 
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Sponfibls for their Children, Servants; and «ll with 
in their Gates. f this Eu) ſhall, in oy Mes 
Nie, reach the. Bed ns wo hade my R Pcars; 
bus let the glortous Author bf the Sabbath alons 
have the Praiſè. " ns | 

The Lord himſelf belp yon amd ine to keep the 
Sabbath of our God, and chuſe the Things tha 
Pleaſe bim, and take hold of his Covenant: Tha 
awe may be numbred among them Whom be vil 
bring to his Holy Mountain, and make Joyfil 

an bis Houſe of Prayer. A mtg, | 


or 


* L - * * . 
* a 4 2 * > EY th. * 
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Advertiſement. 


8 began to Reviſe this Treatiſe, 1 deſigned to l 
; | added a Second Part to it, at in the Au E ditidl 
containing Direci ions for the right Improvement e Commun" | 
Sabbatbs. But finding, that this firſt Part, with the 4Aditinl | 
made thereto, bath ſwelled to ſuch a Bulk, as make a. roaſt 
nable Volume ty it If, And that the other Part, cui the ! 
provements deſigned, wil! make anot her ſixeable V 0/114, an 
more fit for a Communicant to carry with him in ., Pech 
than if they et ere both bound together. I chuſe to publif ti 


nm 8 — SL 


apare.” 

All I foal ſry here concerning the Improvement of 4 Cor 
munion-Sabbath, is, only to acquaint the Reader, (01 il 
celebrating. of the Memorials of our Redeener's dyins Love! 
tft Sinners, in the ſacred Inſtitution of the Lord Huber,! 
« Duty moft neceſſary, and a Work moſt ſuitable u i 
Lord's-Day. „ 
Nay, the Lord” Day ſeems to baue been appojntcd in 
ſpecial Manner for the Celebration of this holy Ord,nan'e, * 
may be gathered from Acts xx. 6, 7. wheye we rend. that 
Apoſtle Paul abode at Troas ſeven Days Ie (ure), © 
W got idle in that Place any of theſe Hays be tarried n 
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Advertiſement. 


get he aud not leave the Chriſtians there, till once the Fitſt 
Day of the Week. was come, the Day on which they ſed to 
aſſemble for breaking Bread in the Lord's Supper, that he 
mio bt have occaſion to Communicate with them, and ſo bid 
em farexuell, For it is ſaid, v. . And upon the ſieſt 
Day of the Week, when the Diſciples came rogethes 
to break Bread, Paul preached to them, ready to de- 
part on the Morrow, Oc. They are brought im there, as 
mecting tod et her for this Ordinance, without 1 noms War- 
ning, hecauſe it was their ordinary Cuſtom ſo to do. And be- 
cause of the primitive Chriſtians Conſt ant breaking of Bread 
n this Day, it was anciently called Dies Panis, Auguſt. E- 
g. 118. | . | 7 

T'.c Blood of Chriſt being then but newly ſhed fon, Man's 
Redemption, made moft waym and tender Impreſſions upon 
the Henyts of Chriſtians in thoſe early Times 2. Tea, it fred 
them with ſuchextraordinary Love to, and Zeal for their glori- 
ov; P-deemer, that they couid not think. of parting, when aſ- 
ſemble4 together upon bis holy Day (which be had inſtituted 
for bis Service and Glory) till, by the breaking of Bread (ac- 
rordin's to their dying Saviours Example) they had celebrated 
the nſtruttive and Heavt-warming Memorials of his dying 
Love, his attoning Blood, vidtorious RefurreFion, and trium- 
want Return : As Well as the agreeable. Pledge of their 
rutual! Love and Charity to ove another, | 

grant, the foi Chriſtians were animatedeuith more Life 
and 7.ove, and were, habitually, in à better Frame ſor par- 
taking f this Love-feaſt, than alas we now ave. But, 
I am firmly perſwaded, we are unter the ſame Obli- 
gations of Love and Gratitude to our dying Redeemer that 
they were : And alſo have as much Need of the frequent Ap- 
tlcation of his Blood, and of a confirmed 2 in his me- 
mtorios Death, as they And ſeeing, the Obligations and 
Exigencies of Chriſtians in all Ages are the ſame, it natively 
follows, that we ſbould dedicate many more Lord's Days, 
to the Celebration of this ſolemn Orilinance of the Lord's-Supper, 
than now we do. Eſpecially, ſeeing the aiſpenſing and par- 
taking of the Lord -Fupper, is the proper Work of the Lord's 
Day, and one ſpecial Deſign of its firſt Inflitution. ' 

Every Lord's Day is honourable and pleaſant, being 4 Day 
if the Sou of Man; but, when the Lord's Supper is cele- 
brated upon it, is becomes a ſclemn and bigh Day, a Day to 

| 2297 7 
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Advertiſement. 
be remarked and vemembred by the Diſciples of Chrift. A: th, 
Sabbarh-Day i 'thbe moſt excellent of all the Days ir ib. 
Meek; ſoa Communion Sabbath in the moſt deſirevile of 
all the Sabbaths in the Yeav + For, upon ſuch à Day, a Cry- 
* hom Feſus is moſt evidently. ſet forth before our Ky-s N 
Men appears in his dyed Garments, glorious and red in bi; 
Apt avel (a moſt lovely Sight to the Eye of Faith.) Ard [urey, 
all true Tovers of our Loyd Feſus Chrift will efteem ſucb ; 
Sabbath, as Day in God's Courts 4 z and truly bet- 
ter than 2 Thouſand. ' s 

Now, if ordinary Sabbaths do requive great Dil gen- 
and Cave, is our proparing jor them, und improving them. 
Much more do Communion Sabbaths, in which we mak; 
very near Approaches wnto God; and be makes moſt ner 
Approaches unto is, Theſe are Days of Heaven npon Hari, 
and do moſt eminently repreſont the KEmployments and En 

joyments of the Gloyifled above ; and by the vight Irn prove 
ment wheveof, Wwe come to be prepared for living in that 
bleſſed Company: So that it bighly concerns us to prepare di 
ligently foy them, ben «ve draw nigh ; and to improve then 
with all ſuitable Care, when actually they do come. 
© The Work is gveat and import ant, aud our Eternal Con- 
eerms do much depend upon the right Management 5 
it; ſo that it is our great Wiſdom and Intereſt to look to Hes 
ven for Direct ion, aud alſo male Tſe of theſe Helps that Gul 
in his Providence ts pleaſed ib afford us. 

But I ſpall reſerve what furtber I have to ſay upon this Sub 
jeck, to the Practical DireCtory, - which (od willine) I in. 
tend ſhortly to publiſh, for the Help of ſerious Chriſtiuni in 
the right Improvement of Communion Sabbat he. hich, 
with what I have publiſhed already in my Sacramental C 
techifra, for the Inſtruttion of the Weak and [gnorint, cum. 
cernins the Nature, Ends and Uſes of this ſolemn Ordinance ; 
will (Tt bope) amount to a pretty full practical Treatiſe on the 
Eird's-Supper. But ſreinx, it is only the Bleſſing of (d that 
can make it uſeſul, it becomes us humbiy and earneſtly to lub 
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5 INTRODUCTION 


as it is commonly called, The Lord's Prayer, ud fpe 
the Decalogue. The Firſt being the Sur of ow ont 
Credeuda, the Second of our Perenda, wid the 4 

. Third of our Facienda. wo 
The Decalogue, or Ter Commandments. which M the 
were ſolemnly delivered to the Peggle of % the 
from Mount Suat, do contain the e Law; He 
being a fixed and perpetual Rule of Rightrer incl; WM Fir 
which God hath given to be obſerved by a Vi. tab! 
kind, in all Ages and Periods, to the End of the rigt 
World. This is that Law which the Roval Pſa. on; 
miſt io much admires and commends, and male of \ 
bis chief Subject in ſeveral Pſabrs, particularlyM Inſt 


xix. and cxix: which deferves our ſpecial Notice, viiin 
and high Eſtcem in that reſpect. Wor 

The Moral Lau differs vaſtly in its Nate renc: 
from that of a Poi Law, which commands ofl Nan 
prohibits Things, that before were indifferent, ad -righ! 
only become Good or Evil by virtue of the Con Wor 
mand, and not otherwiſe ; ſuch was that Corman Sub), 
to our firſt Parents, concerning their not eating T! 
the Tree of Knowledge 3 ſuch were th: Ceren@ teipe 
nial, and many of the Judicial Laws, given to th ral : 
Jeu: Theſe were binding only upon particula muni 

erſons, and laſted but for 1 Time. But the 14 T! 
ral Law contained in the Decalogue, is of ui Firi! 
verſal and perpetual Obligation fo every R ation the L 
rcature, and can never be abrogated, nor diſpenieſ Secon 
with; ſeeing it is evidencly founded upon, and off ton © 
grecable, to the Dictates of the Light of Naw ___ 


and the Principles of ſound Keafon, naturally et 
Fgraven on Man's Heart. 4 

This fora! Land God bath divided into 7 
Tables, Deut. v. 22, In the Firſt Table, we ha 
: the firſt Four Commandments, which immediat 
Iy belong unte the Honeur of God, and inftrud! 
in the Duties we ow to him. In the Seοαν,j⁰i abt 


e have the laſt Si Commandments, which 


iNTRODUCTION. 
pes the Welfare of our Neighbours, and teach u- 
„cr Duty towards them. , _ - $43 4 2 
As alt God's Works are very beautiful in their 
Order, ſo are the Ten Commandments, which have 
their Place and Rank affiened them, according to 
che 9 of the Duties commanded, and the 
Heinouſneſs of the Sins, forbidden. As for the 
Firſt Table, the Order of its Commands is admi- 
If tab!s; for the Firſt Command determined the 
ae right Object of our Worſhip; vid. the Eternal and 
only True God. The Segond directs to the] Meare 
of Worſhip, 07s. That they be only theſe of Ged's 
1M inſtituting, and not Images, or Means of our de- 
el viing. The Third appoints the Manner of eur 
Worſhip, that it be with awful Fear and Reve- 
wlll rence; without blaſpheming or prophaning of his 
Fame. The Fourth Commandment ſpecifies the 
right Time or Seaſon to be employ'd in his ſolemn 
ml Worſhip, vis. One Day in Seven,” which is the 
Subject of the enſuing r 
This Treatiſe I divide in Tw Parts ; the Firſt 
teſpects the Obſervation of the Sabbath in Gene- 
ral: The Second, the right Improvement of Com- 
mun on Sahbaths in Particular. ee er 
The firſt Part conſiſts chiefly of two Heads ; the 
Pirſt relates to the Morality ot the Sabbath, and 
coal the Divine Appointment of the Lord's Pay. The 
nes Second, to the Way and Manner of the Sanctifices 
on of this Day. | 


— 
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CHABE E,-: 
Conrerni the Morality of the s bath, and 
he Divine Apporntment of the Lord s- Day. 
N order to the handling of tliis Subj | the wore 0 
clearly and inethodically, E ll dy divine 
Alli!.nce, propoſc and veſolve ſeverul (Queſtions 
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Tomerning the Morality 

ON < QUESTION I * 1 

What it the proper Sighiffeation and Tmpry of bat 
the Name A BA . , to ro mme n 175 7 kne 
among 15 * ee 97 f 


0 


| ANSWER, wy 
The Name SAB BATH is a Hebron World, © that 
funifying Ref, the Sabbath being a Day of Holy M Ob! 
et: And it ie ſo called, becauſe God hath en dert 
Joined as to reſt this Day from our Earthiy Wark WM Day 
and Labour, that we may folemnly call to Mind 1 
his Reſting from his Works, both of Creation and Ml emi: 
Redemption 4 -pubYek ly adore him therefore, {6 
lace our Souls in his Goodnels, repoſe and ret is And 
the Arms of his Mercy, and meditate upon that 2pon 
Erornul Reft which remains for the Pep!» of Gil MF Flis! 
in the other World. 82 | ful fc 
This being the true Import and Meaning of the ff ef L 
Wn r ill retain it, and commonty I tion t 
e it t6 Ggnify-the Lord Day, dar Chriſtian ben 
Sabbath. 4 12H ?, « j Oppc 
There are ſome indeed who are offended »t the It 
retaining of the Name Sabbath, under the New That 
Teſtament Times, pretending chat ir is properly 
Jr deu ſi, cho', in the meun 1 ime, they ore fond d their 
the Words Proeft and Altar, which arc much I tem 
more fo. But it is ſurely a Miſtake to ſay, That i K — 
the Name Sablarh is Fewsfh, or peculiar to the Mi the G 
Jews, and ſo not to be uſed by Chriſtians For tower 


we {ce the Lord gives it that Name in the ſord The 
Lane, which is of perpetual Uſe, binding (%, War 


ftrans as much as Feu; Remember the Sablath 
ay ro keep it holy. Nay, Chriſt our © dau 
„in the New Teltatnent, call his own yp by 

the Name of S$abbarh;, Marth. xxiv. ac. n 
har oor Blight be tar in the Winter, nor on 1 
Lee Day. New, it is evident, chat ur i 
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of the Sabbath | 5 


Joth there mean the Chriftian Sabbath, or his 


own Day; for he is not only ſpsaking to Criſti ans, 
but concerning the Flight of Chriſtiaut, Which he 
knew was to fall out Forty Tears after the Fowe/b 
Sabbath was aboliſhed, and the Lord Day como 
into its Place. Surely he would not bid Chriſtians 
pray, that their Flight might not fall on the Fow- 


:i|þ Sabbath, when be both forefaw' and intended, 


that then they would reckon” themſelves under no 
Obligation to obſerve the Jeiſh Sabbath, nor un- 
der any Reſtraint of fleeing or travelling on that 
Day: (whick eventhe Jem themſelves believed, 
xt that Lime, they _ lawfully do in Time of 
eminent Harard, as appears by the Decice which 
they mado relative thereto under the Haſmontans) 
And theretore he muſt mean the Cyriſtian Sabbath, 
apon which be bids Chriftians pray that their 
Flight might not happen. Not that it was unlewe 
ful for them to flee or travel pr that Day in Tims 
of Danger, but becauſe it would be a great Addi- 
tion to their Trouble, if their Flight ſhow!d:hap; 
per: at ſuch a Time, as to deprive them of the 
Opportunity of God's Worſhip and Ordinances, 
tis of no Weight, what is objected by ſome, 


7:27, could not be allowed by them to travel on 
their Sabbath, and therefore:(ſay they) Chriſt bids 
them pray, that their Flight might nat fall upon 
it. For, in the j3r/Þ Plaec, The Fews not having 
the Government then in their Hands, they had 9 
wer of reſtta ining or. puni ſhing of Crimes. 24 
The Time which Chriſt ſpeaks of, was a Time 
War and Confufion, occaſioned by the Nomgn Ar- 
mies invading the Land, when no Notice cauld be 
aten of ſuch Caſes, as Travelling on the Sabbath, 


Which they then thought it lawful to do, as wy 
before, 4rbly, If . had ſpoke io congp 


put to fles and travel as well as the 22 22 
the 


3 
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That the Chriſtians who lived in Fudea among the 


dy, The moſt Superſtitious were, zt that. Time, 
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the Ku Sabberh, it had laid ſome Foundation 
for Chriſtians to fall into Miſtakes concerning the 
Obligation of the Fervzſh Sabbath, and other Co. 
remonies; which, to be fare, our Lord would no- 
Have Pen them. And if there had been any ſuch 
Occafion given, the Fudaizing Chriſtians would 
certainly have improven it againſt the Apoſtles; 
which yet we do not find. Laſtly, The Learned 
Oven, Durham, Brown, and other Writers on 
this Subject, underſtand Chriſt as ſpeaking in this 
Place of the Chriſtian Sabbath, n IE 
But granting” that the Name Sabbath were in 
deed Ferwr/h and improper, (as ſome would have 
it) yet I am ure, it is ſtill preferable to that of 
Sunday; which is truly Heatheniſh, tho commonly 
uſed by them in their Liturgy, to the Offence ci 
Many Chriftians : For it is well known, that the 
Heathen Ldalater called this Day Sunday, becauſe 
- Of the dedicating it to the created Sus, which was 
the chiet of their Planetary Gods that they ording 
rily worſhipped, as may be gathered alſo from : 
Kingsxxiit.s. Zeb. viii. 16. And hence, ſome of the 
ancient” Heathens (of whom Tertullian ſpeaks) 
fancied, that the Sum was the God of the Chriſti. 
Ans, — they celebrated the firſt Day of chi 
Week. 2 if 
I know it is objected, That ſome of the primitive 
Apologifts for Chriftianity, as Juſtin Marty? and 
Tertullian, in their Writings, call the Lord's Day 
Sunday But the Reaſon of) their fo doing is plain; 
they were writing td Heathens, to whom the De 
Frines of Chriſtianity and Inſtitution of the Lords 
Day were Things new and ſtrange, and who would 
not have known what Day they meant, if they has 
, Ipoken of the Lord's-Day ; and therefore they * 
it by the Name they gave it, Sunday: For whe! 
we treat with othets, wo muſt expreſs Things by 
the Names that are common _ current £m06þ 
Jhem, unleſs we intend o be Barbarians tn * 
FS ot E a a vt 
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of the Sabbath. -. 7 

But the primitive Chriſtians did not uſe to call 
it $1:24ay among themſelves, but, commonly, The 
Lord f- Day; not the Sabbath, partly to diſtinguiſh. 
it from the Jeaviſh Sabbath, that was ſo lately abo- 
liſhed ; and partly to wean the Few Converts the 
more efſectually from Judaiſin. But the true Rea- 
fon why ſome in this Age ſeem to de offended at 
the Word Sabbath, as being applied to the Lord's- 
Day, is, becauſe they cannot allow of any Thing 
that would infer an Obligation u them to keep 
ſach a ſtrict holy Reſt upon the Chriſtian Sabbath 
is the Few did upon their Sabbath : But 1 wilt 
have Occafion to ſpeak of this afterwards. ** 

I a£cd not "ws long here, to ſhew the different 
Significations of the Word Sabbath among the 
Jeu; only in a Word, beſide the ſeventh Day of 
each Week, or weekly Sabbsch, [(which is the 
moit ordinary Acceptation of the Word in Scrip- 
ture) it is put alfo ſometimes to ſighifie a whole 
Mee, becauſe every Week had a Sabbath meluded 
in it, Lev. xxiii. 15. Seven Sabbaths ſhall be com- 
pleat, i. e. Weeks. The Phariſee ſaith, Luls 
vill. 12. 1 faſt twice a Week, orig. we 3s A 168400 
— Likewiſe the Word Salhath is ſometimes put 
to ſigniſie e Tears, Lev. xxv. 8. T h Halt 
num ſer unto thee ſẽ ve ,ẽ,L]õs of Yeays,i. e, (as it 
is there explained) ſeven Fimes ſeven Years: ' Jene 
Tears was called among the Jet, g, Sabbath of 
Tears, becauſe their Land reſted from Culture or 
Husbandry every ſevenih Year, in Anſwer to the 
Church's reſting every ſeventh Day. Hence it is 
laid, Ley. xxv. 4. The "ſeventh ' Near ſball be a 
Sabbath of Reſt unto the Land, Beſides this, the 
had their great Sabbatical Lear, or Jubilee, which 
was every Fefrzeth Year: For according to Lev. xxy, 
9. they were to reckon ſeven Sabbathy of Yeats, or 
even times ſeven Years, which is Forty nine, and 
then to obſerve their Jubilee, or Sabbatical Year, 
Laſtly, The other facred Feaſts which the Jer 


kept monthly ar W ak alſo called _— 


— 
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8 
bn. rbigps of their feſting from Labour or thek 


ys, ## oh the weekly Sabbath. Hence 7,9 
AXIli 24+ the firſt Day Ff the ſcventh Month 


. Which s their Fegſi of Thumperr, is called « Sa} 


bath: But the weekly Sabbath is commonly called 
In Seripture, by way of Eminency, The Salah; 
to diſtingu#ſh it from all other Sabbaths, and give 


it. che Preference to all the other Feaſts of the Jem 


-QUBSTION 11. 


For what Ends bath God appointed a Weply 
Sabbath ? © . | | | | 


ANSWE R. 

1. God hath appointed it, for manifeſting of 
his own Glory, and particularly, for diſpizy: 
ing his ſovereign Power and Authori 

his Creatures. It muſt certainly be an high Ac- 
knowledgment of God's univerſal Dominion and 
Supremacy, to have ail the World, every Weck in 
ene Day, lay afide their own Buſineſs, that they 


2 jointly worſhip him in a publick and ſolemy 


cr. | 
Aly, He appointed the Sabbath for the Beneft 
of his Creatures, and particularly, in Compaſſion to 
fallen Man; for he ſaw Man's eart would be. ſo 
ewed io the World, ſo drencht in Senſuality, 

hat, were he left to himſelf, he would not allow 
ons Day in a Month, nay, in a Year, for divine 
Worſhip ; 1. would have drudged "himiclt, his 
Servants and Beaſts, even to Death, in purſuit of 
worldly Things, without minding an Thing that 
15 better + Wherefore a merciful God hath 0:i81y 


9 


commanded Man to reſt one Day every Wee from 


4 worldly Concerns, that thereby he might, in 4 
mahner, be laid undet a Neceſlity to mind . i. Soul 


. — 


and the Things of another World 5 and in the mti 
time, the; For toiled Bea fta, 23 well aß Mens Be. 


uh 


city over a 
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lies, might have fome Reſt and Fafe, for their 
Preſervation and Support.. 

But more particularly, the Sabbath is deſigned 
for our Souls eternal Welfare; in regard, . + 

Firſt, The Sabbath tends highly to our Inſtru- 
Aion, and to the keeping up the lively Impreffions 
of the Truths of Chriſtianity in our Memories. 
The Sabbath recurring every Week, doth ſtill of 
new lay before us a compendious View of theſc . 
eſſential Noftrines, Zhe Creation of the World, 
Man Fall, Chriſt's Incarnatzon aud Satisfaftion, 
Hi Death, Reſurrettion aud Victory for com- 
pleating our Reaempriion : Beſides that Glorious 
71 2 Reſt above, provided for the Peoplo 
of God. "= 

Secondly, It tends to promote Holineſs, Spititua- 
lity and HEayenuly-mindedneſs in us; and that two 
Ways. Fit, By calling us off from Temporal te 
Spiritua! Employment. Senſual Objects through 
the Week afe ready to aliendte our Affection 


from God, and wear ene Things out of our 
0 


Minds ; for retalling whereof, the Sabbath ſeuſo- 
n{bly returns, and preſents and entertains us with 
divine Objects. | | Jar 
24/4, By affording us a lively Emblem pt Hra- 
teu, and rhe Converlation of the glorified Saints, in 
celebrating that eternal Sqbb2th above: For, as im 
Heaven there is no buying, ſelling, nor any wonldly 
Buiineis, but @ continual ipeaking of God, enjoy - 
ing Com munion with him, — and 12 
bin for over, without any Mixture of other Affairs 
© the Ford will have an Emblem or Repre ſenta- 
don hercof, as near as may bo, given weekiy to bis 
N on Earth, by the Sabbath, wherein they 
muit lay aGide all worldly Things, and be wholly 
employed in the Service 0 God, and Work of Hea- 
'en : And this in order both to keep them in mind 
*, and make them meet for that Inheritance of the 
Fiir. 
. QUE- . 


QUESTION im. 
Mat is to be underſtood by the Morality of the 


Sabbath, or Fourth comman 4ment, ſo frequently 
Spoke of ? 


ANSWER. 


When we call the Sabbath, or Fourth Com- 
mandment, Moral, we mean that it is ons 
of God's Moral Precepts, or a Part of the Are 
Law, 7. e. the perpetual and unalterable P.ule gi. 
ven us by God, for regulating our Life and Man. 
ners Alſo, by calling it Moral, we diftinguith it 
from the Ceremonzeal Law, which was binding for 
a Time only, and abrogated . by Chriſt's Coming, 
The fourth Commandment, enjoining the Obſerrs. 
tion of the Sabbath, is not Ceremenial, but Aral: 
7, e. of ſtanding and . Obligation, and 
which binds all Men, in Ages, to the End of 
the World. LY 

But, that we may have a more diſtinct Appre- 
henſion of the Morality of the Sabbath, we mul} 
diſtinguiſh betwixt Things that are naturally I. 
ral, and Things Fofitgnely Ara. Mora Ne 
tural is, when the Thing required is ſo founded 

on, and authorized by the Law of Nature, and 
right Reaſon, that it is fit and neceffary to b. done, 
tho' there had been no expreſs Command lor it, 
fuch as worſbipping God, obeying Parents, al lain. 
ing from Afurther, & c. Moral Poſitive is me- 
thing enjoined us, which, tho' it be agrecable 0 
the Law of Nature, yet carries not ſuch a natural 
Evidence in it, as to oblige us, without a divine 
Kevelation and expreſs Command ; but being once 
revealed and commanded, it is perpetually binding, 
as well as that which ir Moral Natural. Mow,the 
fourth Command is commonly called Mora! Po 
tive, tho indeed there are ſeveral Things ct 4 
| whic 


* 


of the $ abbath. © © mm 


vkich are of natural Equity, and authorized by the 
L:w of Nature and ſound Reaſon ; ſuch as, | 

Firſt, That there be a due Part of our Time 
fluted and conſecrated for the ſolemn Worſhipan d 
Service of God, and particularly, in publick Aſſem- 
blies. | - 

24% That this Rated Time or Day ſhould be 
Univerſal, gnd the ſame thro all, that one 
Man's Bufigeſs interfere not- with another's De- 
votctons. 

:aly, That this Day ſhould recur in à due Fre- 

yency, that it neither be ſo rare as to hinder our 

uls Good, or. indiſpofe us for the Duties of it 3 
nor ſo frequent, as to deprive us of Opportunity 
for our neceſſary ſecular ployments. 

4%, That the holy Duties of this Day be not 
marred, or interrupted by worldly Employments or 
Diverſions; in regard, they tend naturally to draw off 
the Mind from God and divine Objects. Theſe 
Four Thang included in the Fourth Command- 
jane, reekon to be of Natural Eguity, or Moral 

atural. | - 


There are qther Things in it, which are of Poſitive 


. Inſtzrurzon, 7: e. binding only by a poſitive Law, 


and expreſs Revelation. Of theſe again there is 
lometh ing, | 

Firft, That is Poſitzve Moral, i. e. of perpetual 
and unalterable Obligation, . That the foreſaid 
itarcd Time for God's ſalemn Worſhip, ſhould be 
the ſeyenth Part of qur Time, or one Day in 
ſeven. This, by God's Law, is became perpetual- 
ly Moral and unalterable; but if God had not re- 
vealed it to us, the Law or Light of Nature could 
not hve determined us to it, nor rendered any ſalid 
Reaſon why the ſeventh rather than the fifth fixth, 
or eighth þ 
ſo conſecrgted to God; but the Author gf Nature, 
who beſt knaws what Proportion of Time ſuits beſt; 
bath ty Mens Bodies and Spirits and how oft 4 


* 


: 
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art of our Time ſhould have been 
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fuld recur, ſo at to anſwer beſt the Exigences 
both of our preſont and future Life, heath wiſely 
determined it to he # ſe d nr Pars, ov one Day 


12 


an ſeven : And can any Man ſay, bur it is 2 wolf 
rational and fair Determination? Had he deal 
with us ſtrictly, he „ have taken the ſix Dayr, 
and leſt us but One. But ſince he hath taken but 

Or, and allowed us ix, we ought to acknowledge 
that the Lord hath dealt graciouſly and liberally 
with us, Nay, had it been referred to our ſelves, 
could we have given leſs Time than this to God, 
from whom we have all our Time, nay our very 
Being, and all the good Things we emoy. 

But zh, There is in the fourth Commandment 
ſometh ing that is poſti ue Ceremonial, or mutable, 
viz. The Obſervation of the laſt Day of the Sven 
| for the Sabbarb.' This indeed was enjoined 2 
firſt, the" not directly and principally, as any ways 
eflentia! to the Corimand for the Sabbath; but 
only in" a;/ccondary Way, as a Circumſtance of the 
Command, which was to be altered when God 
pleaſed. It belonged not to the Subſtance of this 
Command, or the great Deſign of the Low, in 


_ what End of the Week the Sabbath Thould, 


be, whether the "firſt or laſt of the ſeven Days 
ſhould be Conſecrate far it; fince the Scope of the 
fourth Command is only, to bind us to Conſccrate 
the ſeventh Part of our Time, or one Day in {oven 
to the Lord: This is the Morality of the Com 
mand, and what is of ſacred and perperual Obige 
tion in it. For, obſerve how the Command runs, 
Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy, * 
Days ſhalt thou lubour, and do all thy Wor k, bn 


the jenenth Day i: the Sabbath of the Lord. 
He faith nor, Remember the ſeventh Day to keep 
it holy, but Remember the Sabbarh Day, or Holy 
Reſt, whatever Day it ſhall be appointed on --- 
Take the fix Days for your Labour, and let God 
kave 2 Seventh every Week for his ſolerun en 
6 / . 


— 
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ſhips; this is the. Nefign of the Law: For when i 

is laid, Ie ſe neui if the Sabbatbof the Lord, 15 
is not preciſely meant of the Seventh in Orders 
but the Seventh in Number; not the ſeventh Day 
ther the Creation, but the Day foflowing the 
Das allowed Man to Labour, that Day is 
Lords whatever Day in the Week it fall an. 
And tho? it be told in the End, That God reſted 
the ſrnenth Day, which indeed ſeems to be the 
Seventh from the Creation; yet it is ſaid, He 
Helfe the Sabbath Day, not the ſeventh Day. So 
that it is plain, that both in the Beginning and 
End of the Command, the Lord puts a remark- 
able Difference berwixt the Sazbbath or Day of 
Holy Reft, and the fenenth Day of the Week, 
the Day of his own Reſt; implying chat che 
Scope of the Command is to bind us to fanftity 
one Day in feven, whatever Seventh the Lord 
pleaſes to chuſe, whethur it be the Firſt or Laff 
Day of the Week: And that the Obſervation of 
the leventh Day from the Creation, is to be di 

tir2uiſhed from the Randing Law of the Sabbath: 
For Remember. the Sabbath Day to keep it holy, is 
the fourth Command, and would have bound. us, 
tho" it had flopped there, and ſaid no more. 
Tho vet I grant, that the Obſervation of the 
ſeventh. or laft' Nay'of the Werk for the Sabbath, 
ts ſo Xvjoined by the fourth Command, chat none 
cond have altered it from that Day to anarthas, 
but he that is Laru of be Sabbath. n 

Tus you fee, in what Seuſe che fourth Command 
ts Her, and of 12 Tamar and tow 
it perpetually binds all, Chreſttans as well as | 
w lanctity one Day in {even for a weekly 
uitotne Lord. And now: the Day being changed, 
by divine ary rom the loft to the Sr ft Day 
of the Week, (of which. afterwards) the Subſtance, 
Nope, or Morality of the fourth Command is no- 
Re irufringed ; And is Rill retains its THEY 


+ 
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and obligatory Force zs much us ever, binding 
Chriſtians to ſanctify the ffrſt Day of the Week 
as much, as it did the Jes to ſanctify the f. 
Even as « Law commanding the keeping of 49 
Anniverſary Day for the Sovereign's Birth, doch 
equally apply it ſelf to the Birth-day of each fuc- 
ecding Prince, - . 

QUESTION TY, 

Since Philip Limborch and his Followers deny 
the Morality of the fourth Command, and aþ 
fert, that it vas nothing but a Ceremonial or 
Temporary Precept, binding only upon tit 

Js, and abrogated by Chriſt's coming: Hon 
way the Morality or perpetual Obligation tf 
this Command be demonſtrated ? | 
TI Ef + 98 | 
Tho the Writings of Philip Limborch h 

newly tranſlated into Engliſt, yet he hath 

no new Thing upon this Subject; for all he ſays 
aga inſt the Morality of the Sabbath, und a great 
deal more, has been long ſince advanced by other 

Anti:ſabbatarians, Burmannus, Primeroſe, &c. 

And alſo moit ſolidly end unanſwerably cootuted 

by our learned Country-man Mr. Jobn Zrows, 

in his vo elaborate Volumes u this Subject, 
written in Latine, and Entituled, De Cauſa Dei 

Contra Anti: ſabhatariot, to uh ich the learned Reade: 

Als referred, for full Satisfaction in this Matter. 

Tho much hath been ſaid upon this Head +y 

ochers, yet F cannot Icave it, without giving my 
eoncurring Teſtimony to this Truth, of the M. 

rality of the fourth d, and eſtabliſll it by 

forme few demonſtrati vt 10. 
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K E A £0 Ng Probing that. the folrth Com- 
mand 1. 1 binder us by i ſered an 

erpernal Law, to reep one Day in ſuden, 
1 the End of the World. 0 


1. IF the Law for the Cabbath was given to 
Man, and binding upon him in a State of 
Innocency, before there was any Ceremony & 2p 
of Chriſt inſtituted: (for then Man did not need a 
Redeemer, nor any Rite or Type relative do him) 
Then conſequently this Command was not Ceremo- 
rial, nor aboliſhed by Chriſt's eoming, bm is of 
Mora! and perpetual Obligation; But the 
te: And therefore the latter. The Conſequence 
of the firſt Propoſition is certain, from the Re- 
fons menttoned 3 and alſo from this, That the 
Saltath was appointed to Adam upon a Morat 
Ground, which obliges all his Poſterity; 912. 
That be might have Freedom and Opportunity for 
the ſolemn Worſhip of God, without any Diver 
ſion from worldly r For Adam, in his 
beſt Eſtate being but a finite Creature, could not 
be incenſely taken up with ſpiritual and tem 
Things both at onee: His ordinary Imployment 
of droſſing the Garden, would, in ſome Makes, 
have diverted hie Mind, that he ceuld not wholly _ 
give himſelf to Devotion, and the ſelemn Wor- 
ſhip of his Maker : Wherefore God faw it fit he 
ſhould have a Day ſet apart, wherein ke might + 
have an uninterrupted Freedom for it. Now, if 
Adam needed @ Sabbath, for the Grounds above- 
mentioned,, much more do we need one, who 
are not only finite Creatures, but corrupt alſo; and 
have lo little Grace and Strength for- ſpiritual Im 
ployment, and {a many Corruptions, 'Tentations 
and Allurements to draw our Hearts from God 
through the Week, which he had not. . 


Tin. 
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Limberch and other Anti-ſabbatarians have 0 
Way w anſwer - this Argument, but by denying 
ſuch an early Infitucion of the Sabbarh *. 


prove the contrary from ſeveral Texts 
-» 1» Prom Gem ii: 3. Where we. are told, beſoꝶ 
Man's F all, Ox. any Word ot It, | hat God Led 
the ſexonth Day, and ſantiſied i, lecaiſſe, ihe: in 
it he had '\reſted from all hi, Work. Now, the 
. ion of Sap; any Thing, is x 

perate and fot it apart from common to ſacred ig 
and Purpoſes. And ſo it is plain from this Tex 
chat God, from the Beginning of the World, did 
Par and ſet apart one Day in ſeven, to be ob. 
ſerved by all Mankind, as a Day of ſacred Reb 
a Day ſolemnly conſecrated to his Worſhip ant 
Service: And to lay a Tie on- us to obſerve it; 
xe: have God's Example, of Reſting this Day 
Hum all bes Work, i&t before our Eyes. That 
God's Reft om this Day was exemplary to all Men 
Kind, ap trom his taking Six ſeveral I: ys to 
perform his Works of Creation, and the diſtinct 
recording of cach Days Work, and his reſting upon 
the ſeventh Day. Certainly it had beep as cafy 
for an Almighty Power to have made the World 
in ame Day as in fix. He that ſaid; Let here le 
Ligbt, lat there I @ Firmament, and it was fe, 
might, if he had pleaſed, afloon have ſaid, Ls 
there be a World, and it hail been fo. Aud why 
did he not? Surely for our Inſſructian and Im it 
tion, that we, in like manner, ſhould ſanctify every 
ſeventh Day of our Time after fix Days Labow. 
Aud this 1s given as the Reaſon of the four 
Command, Remember ze Sabbath Day ic lf 
#: Holy — far in fir Days God made Han 
and Earth; $&c 45 

The Au i: ſabhatariaus are much gravelled witl 
the forecited Text, Cen. ii, 3. And to ne ths 
2 Ster 
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of rhe 1 4 if 


Force of it, contrary to all, Reaſon, 305 

edc chat 105 pere And ſanctifying mould | 
ſeventh Day, id not commence imm „ 550 from 
the Creation, but only in the D Moſes, when 
the Command was given for the Se Hrod. C4 
and that Moſes only : relates this in Gen. ii, .by bo | 
of Anticipatt But this Qpinien 3 1s contrary 4 
to the Lext Context; for it is 23 to every 


Man chat e them, 12 4 25 K relates 
the Sancti fication of the Sabbath 5 as b mg dung 
by the Lord immediate] on the back e Cre- 
tion, and nowiſe as 4 Thing done or to be Ms. 
him two thouſand Years theredfter : För, . 
& he had ſaid, that God ended his Work an 50 
au the ſeventh Day, 17 adds * in ; 
of the lame ente, 7h bleſſed rhe 75 
Day and ſauctied it. J ii we; compare this 
Place with Erod. xx. 11. For in fir ays, rhe. 
Lond made Heaven and Farth, the Sea, and all 
tha; in them is, and veſted the ſexerth Day :; 
Wherefore the (Ford bleged rhe Sabbath Da aud 
ballcor Ait. It is manifeſt, that there h {Pet 
in God's bl eſſing and lankkifying of Sy Sal, 27 
not as an Action then firit done ; but as thar which, 
95 bad 2 long before, upon the Creation of 
tne Wor : 

2aly. That this was done from the Beginning "i 
further confirmed from Zxog.. xvi. 16, 22, 23. Au 
whence Commentators. juſtly obſerve, That Ge 
danctinication of the e Sabbath, was. a Thing 8 
to the Mraelites, before it was enjoined t 9 | 
. ; otherwiſe there would be a ſtrange abrupt- 

in the introducing of that Matter. Por, be- 

fore ever there was any mention of the Sabbarky 
we find Ver. 2; — 83 ſraelites, ot 17: own 
Weed, zathered two Proviſion | of 

the /iz;þ 22 of the Week, oupkgning 
gathering of Manna Was 4 ſervile Wark, not 3g 
per on 1 he SOONER: it he Rulars taking peri 2 
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Concerning the. Mor ality 
without, but ; 
A dance contr Orders given the 
455 bring the Miitoer do "Ire that they :ioht 
Fnow his Thoughts of enge it a ren 
that the Rulers bre ir the Feople ha 
Right feeling Moſes had commanded that 52 
in ould gather it 2 to his eating ang 
Fog none #1 the neut Day, Ver. 16. 19. wd 
fo Fg mig abftehend, thar by vittue of this Or. 
der, Nees might lawfully woefully gather it on the Sabbath 
alu. Bar * being able to reconcite the fecming 
claſning of theſe 0 Commands, of gurberiag 


5 


this Practice, as vga Ne dot * 


Anni every Day, and xeſting on the (cory 
323 thi come to Moſet in a ſdlemn Nlannet, 
We 


en in this firaitning Caſe. Accordin 
Per. 25. __ Ar them a Reſolution, 10 
approves what le had done, as agrecable 
Socks ancient 1 concerning the Saat, 
Gen. ti.” which, now Was to be renewed and con 
firmed. © To Morrow i the Re of rhe. boly Sal. 
th apt the Lord. He faith not, ts Morrow 
c Reſt, bur to Morrow Is the Reſt ; 
Na F it as a Thing well known co them, 
ov, it Amer had given them any previous Di 
Klon about the N of the Sabbath, and gy 
jerlng + double Provificm - of Mauna, what wa 
the need, of all the Rulers coming ſo Yfolermniy to 
Maſe "bout this Cafe ; Por, it 1s faid, Ver. 

? allthe Rutters of the Congregation came ard 
wl Moſes. From all which, it is Clear, that the 
Faw for the Sabbath was extant, and the ons 
mn of it in Uſe, "before either che From 
tion & rhe Moral Law at Maury Sinai, or 
ring "of the Ceremonial Law, which was {ms 
afterwards. © © 
2 The fri Words of the fourth Com mand. 
Remember io fer holy the Sabbath Das, plain 
ly 1nfifilize: the Renovation of an aid Command, 
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merly done Fr 
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Tome want Years., after 2 

fery {tt +181 ; Wheroin, puny — lat 
i tis Gre i. that Vevipd mult, certainly Þ 
emitted. For che 1 whe ＋ BI 
thoſe Carl Times, ed tor an; 
auction e 
and Policy of the 
lis eO f oh . 
rol : Roh 
hp Rea c 
7 7 5 
World.; 
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20 Concerning the Mordlity 


"Gen. xvii. 19. and, without doubt, h- enjoin'a. 
keeping of the Szbbarh among the * | 
Several Things might be added, which mate i 
highly probe ble, that the, Inſtitutior of rhe aan 
was handed down by Tradition from Aa am = tn 
Poſterity, through all the Vorld. What Reaſon 
elſe can br given of Non 'obſervmg the ere 
lutlon'sf ſeven Days while in the Ark 2 Ger. vi 
10, 12. Where we fee him once and Again ting 
the fall of the Water by eden f. He bil Aich let 
the Seventh Day or Sabbath be Oer, before be 
ſent cut che next Meffenget, wiſely reckoning 
that upon bis ſuitable Obſervation of the er 
Sabbath , he might look tor the more apreesb!, 


be given for the Heathens dividing, ofth+ir Ting 
into, Weeks, and their Weeks into ſeve;: 77, 
and their conſtant holding the ſeptenary Numbe: 
4s Sacred: Yeu, (4s Cement Aexaridrinus ills 
che ſeventh Day of the, Week wes, Hill Heid 8. 
cred by the Greek. All this certainly was con 
veyed to them by Tradition from Adam and Noah, 
their Forefathets; and not learned, to be in 
from the Feat, againft whale Cuſtoms ard Ke 
ligion they had fuch rooted Prejudices. 
II. A fecond Argument for the Aſor alis, of the 
fourth Command, mar be drawn from tie Sus 
tion of it. We. find this Command place in the 
michſt of the Decaiogue, or theſe moral Precefii 
which God path delivered to the World, x: pe 
perual Rule of their Lives. And is it any wi 
probable; that God would place a Ceremeuia]! Lau 
or temporary Precept in the very midſt of hem 
As it is certain that the moral *Precepts h. e the 
Preference to the Ceremonial in many Things; Þ 
it is as furs that the ſon reh Command, or tlic ſacred 
Obſervation of "one Day in ſeven, bati: an equi 
Thare with the other Nine, in all the Diguity ah 
Priviteges of the Moral Law., For, . 


3 e . - LOR 


cf the Sabbath. * 21 
fn the gef place, this foutth Command, 1. wel 
« the re, was ſpoke immediately by the Voice of 
God, is the hearing of all the People; whereas the 
I other Laws Cremona or Fudicial,” were only 
eren onto Maſet, and by him declared” unto the 
e.. ES wad 1 1411 
Aly, This Command, as well a5 the reft of the 
WH 7-27 gilt, was written | by the Finger of God 7 
WH my, rice written by him in Tables of Stone; 
hereby the Lord intended to teach us its fixed 
„ Continurnce and laſting OpHgar ion; and. that b 
nis Spirit, he would have this Law writ in the fleſhly 
Tables of Wis Peoples Hrarrs, never to be. oblite- 
0 Wl rated. Bot this was not dort with the. Cz/2mon7al 
een, whitch were anly © delivered verbally to 
„, and written by him from God's Mouth. 
1 zal, This Command wa put and referved with 
Mere of the Mora] Law in the Art; whereas 
the Lare of Cerfemonral Ordinances was placed in 4 
Book without on the Side of the Ark, and which 
might be ſepyrared from the Ark. The Mora! 
Prect hig welt laid up within the Ark of the Co- 
venant, as x Sign of their Fxccllency and Perpe- 
tity, and of their being inſeparable fom Chriſt 
and his Covenant (of whom the A was, « famous 
Type) rherethre ſaith Chriſt, Pal, . 8. Thy 
Ls 1; within my Heart. But the Coremontal 
P-:ccp15 being without the An of the Covenant, 
ws 2 Voken they were ſeparable from it, Abd 4 b. 
woliſned by Jefus Chriſt, when the eier 
Time houid come: Aud if the Lap of. the 
m N, had been of this Nature, to be furs, it 
ne Wl dad been placed on the Side of the Art, with tho 


; bY ether Corvmonzal Laws, and not ſoaged within it 
2 together with the ' Moret Precept, which wete 
1 


perpetual and unalterable. Moreover, if Situation 
wall in the Zegalogue, among the Mora! Precepry, 
Which were laid up in th: Art, be à good Argu- 
Wl men: for the Aforg/try of the ſecond Command, 4. 
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22 Concerning. the Morality 


1 He 5 Hapiſit, an it is im proven again!t then 
Proteſtan: imines ; There can be no Reg 
lan, why the Jame Argument, ſhould. not b. tulp 
2s concluding for the fourth ge again the 
Hutt. Jabbatarigns. | | 


Ii. A Third Avent, for the oraliiy d 
the Sus Command, mav be this. The R. dot 
and Grognds of this ae are, intheir Nature, 
Mos rel nd Ferorivnh, Ke hal forcible : upon Chriſt 
ang {48 (8b ; conſequent he Command it ſelſ 
my be Moral allg., 

The Real Th included ; in the fourth, © dan | 
75 various One Reaſon enforcing the S2n% 
catign f thy Sebharh.* is taken from, the N 1 
of the. Ze ſer 6 Day, 2 s Catbrth o 
rhe FAN ts God ;, it is the Lord. Da, the 
Holy ef ihe Lora, Ja, iin 13. The 75 which 
the Lord hath reſerved for Fiwlelt and his U 
und th orgfore muſt be intirely dedicated him 
no Man may encroach upon this conſecrated int 
without the, Guilt of Sacrilege, And... dork nc 
this Regſop bind us as much as the nr, Ha 
we any Power to alienate en od, what is bi 
obey: more than thy had ? NE 
aly, Another Reglon, is taken the quit; 

1 Rule of this Precept is cod and 
e 10 us, in giving us f bu for Za \ hop 

Wheteſore it is highly. reaſonable and jn. m4: 
fiould ive him ene Day for his Worſhip. :t 3 

, David Sin, that he took the poor Mn 
Nals Þ Ew.-Lamb, When he had a hold 7 14k 
ef hie gun As it did our brſt. Paygyys Fault 1 
pulling, thy Fruit of one Tree that od had te 
erved, when he gave them. all the refþ of the Tre 
ar their Will; {6 is heighiens gur Exiioe, if we 
rob God of his one Nag, when he giyes u na [ci 
than 54x to our felyeg.---— "Moreoveriftt. i is ligly 


. onable and fit, N F 09g Wie "8 oo 


S 


5 the Sabbath. 27 
fit Let for their Neceſſities and Occafions, chat 


wr immortal Souls ſhould Faye o tor theirs, 
Kow, doth not the Equity and Juſtice of this Com- 
mand; affect and oblige as, as much as it doth the 
ent? | | 
/ 34%, A Third Reaſon is taken from the Cha- 
ditablengſs of this Lau, des. That our Bodies and 
Cattle ſhould have a Day allo d them for Reſt; 
Charity faith, that they ſhowd have ſome Fafe 
arid Reiaxation from fore” Labour, ard ir be 
$2:3ricd out with continua! Tofl And is not chis 
„ needful now, as it was of old among" the 
Jet? | | wo 
2555 Another Reaſon is drawn from Cod's Ex- 
imple, which ista Rule to us: For in fix Days 
the Lora made Heaven and Furth. the Ha., and 
all hat in them it, aud reſte the ſeoenth Day. 
Here wo have Twofold Example, both of God's 
reſting and working, and they are bath fer betors 
vs for our Imitativt. As God employed fix Dayt 
in the Works of Creation; ſo we are to make uſe 
* fix Days in the Works of our lawfyi Calling 
And 2: he cęeaſed from his Works, and reſted on 
the ger Day; ſo we arc bound to imitate him 
in at Reſpect, by quitting our weekly Labours, 
we ian tifying off the Sæhhath Day, Now, gan 
there any Reaſon be given, why we are not ag 
much bound to follow Goes Example, in reſting 
e J after fix Days Labour, as the Jeet 
were ? | ; | | 
Fifth is taken from the heſt Advantage of 
t; isis a bleſt Day to them that keep it. And,; 
's bot Cod arable and willing to bleſs the Sabbath 
e us now, 48 he was of old? And, do nat we 
need his Bleſſing as much as the Fows ? 

Now, if theſe Arguments be Moral, Perpetual 
ind Obligatory tq us, as much as the Fees ; the 
-omuand that is catorced by them, mult be ig 


B 4 IV. Ar 


ukewiſe. 
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| 24 Concerning the Morality 


= LV. Argument is taken from the ſpecial Marks y 
it} of Honour and Reſpect that God puts or thy WM 5 
1 Command. It 18 5 only engrayen in T ables ＋ 70 bee 
i Store by the immediate Finger of God, as the WH bai; 
[! reſt ; but it is privileged above them, in fever 1 
ln RelpeRs. PE. | mand 
li, . It is placed in the firſt Table of the Liv, WM any © 
[4 and thereby preferable. to thole of the cond MI Aud 
) able, | | ous C 

| | ep It is ſitus ted in the midſt of the Decalogue, 0 1119 
A in the Cluſe of the £:4 Table, and before the Fim fore! 
y of the ſecond Table, thereby tegching us, the Ml age: 

. Obſervation of both Tables, much depends on the N pro + 
; | r,2ht keeping of this one Command, Cod bath Ml tor 4 
[| placed it in the Heart of the Tan Commands, be I de 
* gauſe the keeping of it gives Life to the keeping i'r wii 
5 of al the reſt. he Sanctification of the Sabbath Wl hora 
3 is an Bernd of all Religion; it virtually include 677 
4 all che Commands, and firongly engages Men to WM hott: 

„ keep. them all. Hence it was, when the 7/7 a,σe Creat 
| broke the Fourth nnd by gathering of a,b 
za, that the Lord charges them with breakirg AG: 


the Commands, Exod. xvi. 28. Haw lag refuſe , And 
70 keep my Commandments aud ny Laws: Wiy beck 
io? Becauſe he that makes no Conſcicn's of keep Ml mand 
ing the Fallarh, will not much Rick to bree any Lich 
of the reſt, - 5 End 

Ay. It bath 2 ſolemg Aemenm prefia d © it, Sb. 
which the reſt have not: God aſhers it ir with: de- 
Remember, which is very emphatick, and is, eee 
he had faid, Xeop rhes Command always is your W's io 
Ming, forget what ye will, forget not this. G0 Micha 
ſpeaks, as a Maiter that hath ſforne ſpecial A tai, Wand 1 
among many others, to recommend to his Scrvants Ml Day, 
Among all other Injunctions, he bids him particu Al, v 


larly, Remember ſuch an Affair, thereby ſhewinz Creat 


2 ſpecial Concern for it, mpre than the zeſt. | reit © 
: 41hl It is delivered both Poſartnely and Neg 21106 bars 
the teſt of the Commands are dict, 


on 


of the Sabbat li. 2 


enly ene of the Ways, but this is beth Ways, It 
is not only ſaid * „Nememler ths Sabbath 
tg keep e Hay; but alfa Negatiwely, In it thou 
bait do 10 manner of Work, & + 2 
' 5:49, The Lord preſſeth Obedience to this Com- 
mand, with more Reaſons and Arguments then 
wy of the reſh, which were enumerated before. 
And this he doch, becau b he knew the canſcienti- 
ous Obierving of this Command, would, engage us 
10 make Conicierite of all tha ret ; and — he 
foreſau wicked Men would attack it, ard Reafon 
agan'it 12: mpte than ary of the reſt. Now. is it 
probab le, that God would ſhew ſuch a Concern 
or a (Cement Law, that he would place; it in 
the Middle ef the Mora! Precepts, and preſs 
with more Reaſon: and Arguments than 4.7 of 
em # . f | 

iq. He makes the keeping of this Command, and 
anRtitying of the Sabbath one ſpecial End of Man's 
Creation : Became therein God is 2ighly glorified, 
The J Talmud propounds this Queſtion, M 
God made Man on the Evenzng before the Sabbath ? 
And wives this one Reaſon, That Man might 
wrt» th enter, upon the, Obſervation of the Com 
wand ta keep the Sabbatb, and begin his Life 
with the Warſhip of God, which was the chief 
Fad why it was given him, . 25 if che k2eping the 
aba were, the gregt End of his Creation. And 
adeed, there is ſolid Rceafor for this Aﬀertion, if 
ve cyrider, That as the End uf the Sabbath Day 
579 commemorate God's glorious Works, aud ce- 
lebratc his Praiſes for the 1ames ſo the chief End 
nd Dciign af Man, whom God made an. the fixth 
Day, as his laſt and mod ggaſummate Work of 
ul, was, that he might be the 1 ongue of the whole 
Creation, . Trumpet forth his Praiſes for all u 


telt of he Works. Aud accordingly, juſt on be 


backt lis Creation, he. entted upon: the keepi 
s Sebbach, far that very End. Se it may 1 
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25 C on:ernihg th: Moratity 


be ſsi8, That God made Man lech for this End 
to 6 the Sabbath Day. 

, The Tord entails maryfpecial Plennge g 
on the Kee eping of this Command, and denouns 
meny lad Tbreo ugs "Sa irift the Breaking of g 
Read *#h2 56: Chapter of Haß thrtow: ghout, er 
the Lord nt o promhubces hit ed that keogk 
the Sabrarh, but promiſes 2 bir a Ng 
ant A Name better bun "of . Sy, "Bir D 275 Hit y 
to gh his Heart with Brvetnal , no give RY 
Siri, of Prayer, and to hers bes Prime: God 
will both give him Abelirx co Terve Him, and ta 
accept and reward his Service when. tis done. 

15 read Tp. vii. 14. Ferem. xvH. Where f fol 
hint e, bort. Spizitne] and Ter pA, Pte, earn 
Plenty and Profperity ate vi Tontifed to uch 
keep the Sabbath. On the, (ther Hand, how tes 
rihle ate the Plagues be | threaters avain't Lane 
or Feople for breaking this Command? Red 74, 
vil. 27, Heel x. 47 to 26: 

8th, Ne hath feverely puni ed Sirner for dia 
Breach: of: alete Command, as if ir wer“ the Sum d 
Ries whole Service, He cauſed Man be pu" 0 
cruel Death for gathering Sricks” on the I 
Numb vv. The Offerice might be thought wel, 
Bur Bod Looks on the C ente mpx oP the bb ” 
a an A front to the Cre who inftktutcd it, and 
rw Whole Honour it Was dedicere, and an inc arfind 
uo the whole Law, About which God 27: e 
the” Sabbath for 2 Hedve. It was rice Nig 1 Fr 
the Lord's Sabbathe, thar : -aufed” A. ate n te 
bott with Fire, Jes,” xvii. r. Many bt: * 
M Juldments againſt Sabbath breakers” mig bt ally 
be brought from e inne 51 


S i I ö 1 
v. IAument may be taken dn che!“ opeſia 
ffs Jaſtamem We find I,, that E 


Theo 1 Soak Propher pronoun ing a Ric ing on role 


4 el, 


6 [boil 'korp the Sabbath, cem in ,ein 
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ef the Sabbath. 


inst, Ja. ri. t, 2. Thnsfaerb the Hort, Ke 
e Frrdgment,cand ' do Außen um my Salt arzon 7s 
— et ine, and my Rrghteor,ſeſi robs ehe ¹,. 
Pefſes 3s the Man that dub at, - , Kerb. 
jr the Sabbath from pollute, it. That is 2 plan 
Priphecy of Chreſty yet, in his Fimes, he declares 
hem. Mir Fed who ſhould ep the Sabbartt Yea, 

6, he puts the keeping of the Sabbath lu 2 
1 for the whole Duties bf the Cavenant That 
this Frongelical Prophet is focaking there of the 
Wow 7 -tament'T ambs, thine Ts no Ground Mt to 
oubt ; for he ds Treaking obithe Tire when the 
Granger and Zremuch ſhould bewtned if e Lord, 
id den there ſhould be no DiftinRion « fPorſors, 
tm or Gentates,, but bath ſhould be alike wel- 
come 0 Gad and his Ordiounces : ' And vet; in 
2616 tymes, there are many Bleſſings promiſed ro 
mem that ould keep the Sabbath s which de- 
mon:irat's it to he a moral and rr 22 
Duty. N. | 11 £* JS 

4 Tyr * 

FI. chr a himelk pt zinly tells u., „Phat 3, Mis 
#6 '0 deſtroy. os\abrogate uny Part of the Mor af 
bars, it rg uli 72, ſexerely chreatning theſo Who 
wou (cok tod inralidade the Obligaton ef che 
a7 . theſe: Commands, Mfatnb. v. 17, 18, 19. 
me in Confirmation hereof, he bids Chriiki apr 
nai therr Flight might unt b on he Sb 
2 % Matt h. cRxiv. 10. Now, the Plight ke" — =. 
peaks of, ones hyppen in. H, Time, 
pour Furry Years after that all Cerefnonies wot 
aboli: hed, — with the Jews/b Sabbath, "ps 1 
oye! befcre zaänd yet wo ſee Chriltl plaitily e. 
Woh . Mora tity and perpetual O- 
bigatio; of the Law for the Sadbark, under the 
New uta nj,ũx Fur he fill ſuppoſes, that a Sah- 
bath ud he in Being and in Force, after all che- 


je Morrenmuic: wete aboliſhed 3 and therefore he wan 
bis ples, and in them all Chriſti ans to _— 


6, 1 


the Duties of the Labhath \ hoaMd be obterved; 


2 Concerning the Morelity 
of the World, to make it a Peciticn in their Prax, 


ers upon any approaching Calamity, to be deliveret 
from the Neceſſity of flecing upon the Da, whe 


ve CO! 
Catho 
ind ut 
pod ic 
in anc 
ontra 


Seciog it is no ſmall Aggra vatict of gur Tir 
1% bo forced to flee and travel on God's hon Day 


when we ſhould be N 7 inc attending the b 7 
Temn Ordinguces of his Worſhip, and enjoying Mlerove: 
Cotnmunzen with God therein. 4 Hund 
| | dedic: 
vn. ent may be taken from: the A our WG fr 


Aities that — follow upon the denying: ro 
rality of this Command. For ther, Fzrſt, Then up Wi 
wauld be but Vine Commands in the Doral oy: nic: 
which is directly contrary to Scripture ; for we wiſer th 
wid chat chere are Tin in it, Deut. x. 4. 4d b 
ate ow the Tables, according to ihe firſt Writing me 7 
22 n Commandments, Niob the Tora are t0 eve 


of 2/y mich of \the Fire; Ac. n of 
, It would open « Door for At helſ and In Miki x 
E 5, and tend to caft looſe the whole Hake 


Law Fot if we "viebi,thar the Fourth Command eber: 


ment is not Moral, but Ceremonee! ; Wh. 22 he Ce 


ſome, in the next Place, riſe up and ſay, e $6MRclic 
cond and Fifth are not Moral neither? Foy {0 in the 


- goncerning the reſt. Eut the Lord having write ever | 


the whole fora! Law i it Tables ot r d tec fr 
Fourth Command in Midſt chercof, doth be 5 
werobyy that the whole of it ſhould be ind bl 
written in our Hearts, and that the Qb}ipn tio: of it 
and of this Command among it tho rait. an deer he 
extinguiſnied. 1 

Laſtly, The Univerft Church bars fin bd. I th 
Commandment of rhe Sabbath to be Moral. nd . 
pexpetya! Obligation, and that the ſewn} Day IN. fri 


dar Lime ſhould be conſecrated: unto the Lois ſe: 


The conſtant Practice of all true Chriſtians, find 
9. Apoſtles Times, in obſerving a Weekly dan 
Arent Confirmation of this ruh; elpi: _ 


— 


be conſ der, that the Judgment and Practice of the 
Catholick Church have been ſo utiform, conſtent 
od uninierrapted ig this Matter, has we do not 
Sod ſo much as one Here tick, or Perſon of any Sort, 


a eocien Tires, that ever preſumed to oppoſe ot 
vent: adit this e Mie SET HH ICT 
. And as the farelaiĩd Univerſal! Conſent evidenceth 
„os T'rmth or Law to be of di vine Inſtii ation, ſo it 
6 WMproves it to be a Dictate of the Law of Nature and 


und K -afon, that ons Day of the Peek hold be 
dedicate to the Vorſbip and Sernice of Ged. Les; 


nd ſtrong is the Light hercuf, thot thoſe who have 
6 WA roftatiz'd from the true Religion, and have taken 
er with the vileſt of Superſtitions, have fill found? 
wy T7 neceAary to Rx upon 4 certair. Day of the Week, 


for the performing of ſolemn Vorſbip; and fo the 
He homtram have choſen Friday for this End, and 
the Par:ilians obſerved Tagſay: For, it is evident 
to every rationalMan, that the religious b ſervati- 
n of + Weekly Sabbath is the greateſt Preſervative 


in, WM a folemn Profeflion of Religion in the  #ortd. 
eke ey from amongſt, Mon all Conſcience of 
ac ebſerv ing a ſtared,. Day of ſacred Reſt w God, for 
e Celebration of his Yorſbzp in Adlemblies, and alt 
de elig n will quickly decay, 4: not come to nothing 


in the Horld. And it is to be obſerved, that wheres 
ten ever 14 cligion flouriſheth in the Power of it, there 
the © õnd moſt Conſcicnce made in the Obfſervatiguof 
be /h. ey 1 * 3 


Ib!) 
n, 85 3 gogyua 434%! 
„ QUESTION V. 


OE + * | | 
1021 tbe 7 och Commangment be Moral, aud Perpe- 
dof tual ; Low then could the Sabbath be changed 
y 8 fron ie laſt tc rhe Hirſt Day of the act, as wwe 
A. k: 7i done +, + 2-1 oe . | 


- 
14 1 , j wry K ö N 1 
3 0 


> * '£ 


4. 


is above aſſerted: For cho" the Fes who 11 2d 
wu rf) Paeftins might"poſliÞty have obſer 


g> 0 — the divine A „en xt 


By, a 


£7149 93! 199871 as 10507 4 em: 
ating in ee er. 

be prorife e the 1PheF bor fe cute 
got being o the Efehee of che Pore Con ee. 


the 
HN. 1 | 


manefipaty” bit f ly la fiterdÞh fe Oficurnitance 
it, the actuel Altergtion thetebf uncle the No 


Teltamiem Wicked More ggaitiſt the N ali) eib! 
the Potty Command; then the Change of the oil... wh: 
ſtitut 


ward Ordinances and Means of Morſßip under th 
 'nakes ag4i if the M orality the Jeco the 
Command, That tt: keeping, of the* prec.ſc fro; iſe 


es che mel is ONRInEE from the Scope A te. 
$nbRFane® of the Huy 2 Command, ich! 18 _ dare 
int ate #776 Day in ben for che Sabbath,! is pre Fg 
evident m theCStnnirid It ſelf, both the L< 
and lu Words of 10. ''Fhe hrft Word. Renens the 
rde Sabb . (20 \ioep ir Poly, 40 contam i urho! 
whale -Subltance oft ifCommind” The lat Wo” © 
Wheroftv> abe Lord ud tbe Sdbbath-d iy, lie * 
Hallo ct, du cbutain the forrirad Rea. on of 6 huren 
Command; and in nefcher of theſe is the (ment Ther 
Day of che Work yoke) ef; which 'horifics 1» ul.” 


that he Obſervatio of that preciſe Day i* act 
ſentlal ta the Moral and fand ing La of de Sth 
bath; but foparable from ir. If it be (aid, chat: 
Command onfbrceth che Obſcryation of this 2 
from Gas Example in refting upem it; lan 
That a ſHgonth Days Reſt after Baz A L.abolt 


is all thu Conformity which the Fourth "Cormmall 2 
requires of us to the Example of God, . ,. -y 
de Day he pleaſeth ro appoint. 0 , 


Moreos ery our naturul Reaſon aſon argucth for whit 


the peut i fe ſe h Day'trom the Creation; vet 
joint OB ſervaticnm of hat preciſe Nime was dupa 
le to all others whom the Fourth Commu 
concern, becauſe of the Difference of the Clin 
Where they live, which makes it Night te 7 


be em i na Day nth Jows., Aint 
omputation of our Time by debt, conbitis 
| 45 


1 Days, each of Twenty | Hours . 
vo ner pred in the Times, of Jaun zud Naß. 


the prodigious jengthening cut of ſdme Days, 
at { cannot ſee how the precite ſeventh Day co 4 
ib; de Moral, or perpetually hipding. From 
which U infer, that the Change of me Day, b 


h Mnting the Lord's Day, or Firſt-day;ſabbath, 
beim of the SenertF-day-labbaths doth 
1 {- r:peal or infringe the Morality and Subſtance” 


the fourth Commandment. -.,. - 1 
deen proper Queſtions may be moved upon 


a 2. :. hat Authority came the Dat 
ub to be changed? Anſ. By the fame 
Fd uthority bat firſt ap inted the Sabbath I m b 
m 3 of gur Lord Jeſus. Chrift, who is rue God, the 
„ 1b Sabbath, and ſovereign Head of his 
2 hurch. | | | 


There are indeed ſome Differences among Di- 
wes about this Matter, ſome Holding dis Clan bo 
have hen made immediately byChrift Müsch 
ber, that it was made by the Apcitles - But both 


e diving Authority of the Lord's Day. Ser 
114 inte 


e Apoitles were divinely inſpired, 


) nations, deliverin nothing, to be. conſtantly 
lerved in God's Worſhip, bur what they had the 
rds Authoricy for, according. to 1 Cor. xi. 23. 


ih 7 ee ilay 7 f pe i 
7 Tra by lainly affirms, tlas the Change was 
Jeb e Lord himſelf; and indeed it is more 


an probs ble, chat during Qhrift's forty Days Staꝝ 
19 er dip e Face, 1 
ech intteucting his Diſeiples of the PDEs relating 
the Goſpelchurch, and Fre Tic: his COmmana- 
7 1 "1s Aboftigs, R= i. 3, 3. He, ampngit 
fr Thiags, T raied chas Changg, Leaving in pr 


plutons come to one Thing, and equally eſtabliſh 


ded by Chrift's Spirit, in there Eccleſiaſtical e- 


— 
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to the knſtructions ie gave them concerning the ( 


11 Concerning the divine Appointme,rt 


. N otles to make Promulgation of it & * 
or! | 


ter his Aſcenfion, and eſpeciaily at 7, 


tecsfh, che extraordinary Effufion bf the 8 — 
ect, W ina on of the Spirit M $47 
that Day, where y- he publickly Lone && 22 


Change. 

Wben che facred Penman of the Book ef the M 
tells vs, that Chriff continued for fo many J zs p. 
aftet his Neſurrection, to ſpeak to his A poſties | 
the Things pertaining to rhe Kingdon: of God, i. 
the Gafpel-church ; he ſurely hath a ſpeciz! R eſpe 


dinances and Inftitutions of the Chriſtian butch 
And at he inftructed them how they ſhou!d chan D 
the carnal Sacrifices of Beaſts into the ſpiritual 8 2 
crifices of Prayer and Praiſe, the Sacrament of C 
cumciſion into that, of Baptiſm, and the Su. artet 
of the Paflorer, into that of the Lord's Supper; 
likewiſe be ihftrufted them how 40 chanos the & 
vench' Day Sabbath into that of the Tord's Nu 
All the primitive Fathers arc very poſitive cod 
ning the divine Authority of this Change. 7 
tius, who lived in the firſt Century, faith. (in h 


Ei.) concerning the Lord day, Omni: C 4 
AM ator Dominicum relebres diem #, gi uam & fra tion 
erpem dierum omnium. Auguſtine, ert 151,08 4 ac 
mne, faith, Dominicum diem ftoftols rei ad 
fa ſalennitate habendum, ſanzerunt, gu: a, in ci Sier. 
Redempror uaſter a moriuts reſurre vit, g. gur i,, nc 
Dominicus appeliatir. 0 5 05 0 
ew 5 : 5; = 22 
Dneft. 3. If it be asked, What was the Nero Exo 
ef chis Change ? 1 anſwer, it was neceſſar cover 
_ Firft, To matüfeſt Chrift's Glory ard Equalight *' R 
with the Father; for Chri/t ſaith, 7a; ei: hl But 
— the Son, as they honourti the Fa. lob It u. 
v. 23. wheretore; us they honoured the Father wil Whe 
4 Kal barb, upon Account of His Reſt tom Croat © th 
en; ſo it was fit they ſhould honour the S with ot 


Sabbath upen Account of lis RH fron: 14c4M 


a 


of the Lord's Dax 33 
bn, which was 4 far more glorious Work + Aud 
therefore, in Honour of rhe Son, the Chreftzan 
$1bbath is; by the irit of God, called the Lord's 


Day. 


LY 


iy The Change of the Day was neceſſary to 
maniſelt Chriſt's Headſhiptover his Church, and 
that he is the foveteign Lord over his »wn Houſe, 
Worſhip and Ordinances, and particulerly, that he 
is Lord of the Sabbath; Which Title he had aſſu- 
med tel re in Aſurk ii. 28. Aud accordingly he 
would have this convincingly diſplayed to the 
World, by ſhewing that he is able to change che 
Nav of his ſolemn Worſhip: :- JEN 
;/!y, Since he hath thought fit to appoint a New 
Manner of his Worſhip, ic was meet to appoint & 
New Lime of it allo. The Lebstica Service and- 
Ceremmmi al Morſbip of the Sabbath-day. being chan- 
d, it was proper the Day of the Sabbath ſhould. 
Changed alſo, to ſhew the more clearly the Rx- 
piration of that Worſhip, and to induce the Feros 
the wore eaſily to lay it aſide, and keep Chriſtiaus 
the more from IJndai sing. 
4/hly, There were ſome Things in the Obſerra- 
tron of the Seventh Day Sabbath peculiar, p the 
Hacliten, that belonged properly to chat Nation: 
and not co others: AS, 1. God defigned it to he 4 
Signs! or ark for dif)inguiſhing that People from 
the ret of the World; therefore he calls the keep- 
ing of this Da, a Sign bett im and the 
Chil4ron of Afrael, throughout their Generations 
Exad. xxxf. T2, 17. 4. e, à Sign, they were, God's, 
covcnanted People, a Nation that ſtood in a peculi- 
if Relation. to God, above all others in the World, 
Bur this Relation coming ht lengelr to be altered, 
Wa: {ir che Sign ſhould, be alſo changed. 2, 
When God revived the Inſtitutien of che Sabbath 
to the 7-22/p Nation, be enjoined them to keep it 
in Memory of their Deliverance from Zgy?*s us 


well ag e Creation of the Moria; tor it 1s very 
e „ 


* - 81 


n. 


2 * 


* 


of. Frou 411 which it 


iti Heb, e ropente the Ten Gm mam, © 
eri ;- bur ih repeating of the Fourth, he leaves out 
the Arzument forkeoping the Sabbath, taken from 


God's creating of the W/or'd in fix days; end teſting 
the Pyemth's and in the Room of it, puts in their 
1eiracolons Del iverence. from Egypt For in the 


 Olofe of the Foutth Command, he ſays, Den 


1j Remember that bon wat n Servant + the 
Lang of Egypt, and the Lord thy God broght 
ther out eli gee, t/rohgh a mighty Hand, and is 
4 ſtrutrRiu dut Arm ; thergfore the Lord Go 
Som mandel - thee to keef the Shkbbarh-gav. And 
Hence ome think, that it vhs not precifely the f. 
den, Du from the Creution, that was appointed 
for the Nereiſh Sabbath, but the ſeventh Day from 
their D-Hvorance from ght. Laſtly, This Z 


was alſo uppointed them, for ro call to Mind their 


wonderful Deliverance at the Rea. Su, which ieve- 
ral learned Writers art of Opinion was wrought for 
them 6n the Morning of the Jewefh Sabbach, and 
ſeems very probable from Zrod. xii. 15, 1% i] 
and Hence they are enjoined to reſt; and ceaſc from 
their Labour on this Da, in Remembrance of 
their belfib iniraceloufly reſcued on it fem 1 13/7 
and of their eſting from the true! Bondage there 
urs, chat there w ſome: 
thing in this Commandment peculiar to the [7-144 
Nation, and which belonged hot to others. Aud 
whence 1 Hay well infer, that if the Nej:vcrance 
by Mojes, From # r and the Rod. Vn, Mas 0c 
Neaſon for che Sabbath of che Jet, ſurel) che 
eternal Redemption by Ohrift, from Sin and all, 
is a tuch ſtronper aud better Reaſon for the 5497 

bart of the Chriſtians. 5 
5thly, 1a dhe Command for the Seounb-d.:y Sal. 
lab, there were ſome Things Typical and Myr 
f 7 


tinue. 
other 
Choof 
© rav. 
dabb; 
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doth 
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al, peculiar to the Oid Testament Times, and which 
were to be fulfilled in the Aeſſiub and Goſpel- times: 
and therefore to be aholiſhed. 1. The Seventh-day 
Salah repreſented Chrift, who is the only Reſt, 
(ener and Suti faction of our Souls ; therefore the 
Apottle tells us; Col. ii. 17. That the Sabbath war 
Hadi 6f Thing to come, but the Body ts of 
Chrill, i. e. He is the Subſlance which this Shadow 
or Type tepreſented. 244% It ſfignihed the great 
$:bbath of the New Teſtament, ur the happy Times 
of the (Zofpel, wherein the Faithful were to reſt from 
the fervile Rites and burdenſome Ceremonics of the 
Law. 34ly,The/eventh-day Sabbath being a Sha doc 
of Thing; to come, typified the Believer's Neſt and 
Deliverance by Jetus Chriſt, from the Bondage of 
Sin, and being brought into the glorious Liberty of 
the Children of God, „ 
4thiy, The Fewilh Sabbath, with its Cæremomi a! 
and Zypical Worſpip under the Law, ſhadowed 
forth the Chriſtian Sabbath, with its pure and . pi- 
titual Noi ſhip under the Goſpel, and ſo is expired. 
, The Reſt of the SS daνã Sabbath was 
a T;pe and Shadow of Chriſt's reſting upon that 
Day in the Grave, and therefore could not be con- 
tinued after his Reſurrett ion, more than any, ot the 
other Types fulfilled in Chriſt. Our Saviour, by 
choofing to lie buried throughout this, Day in the 
Grave, did thereby bury the Few ſeventh Day 
Sabbath with the reſt ot their 'I'ppes and Shadows. 
Hence it is that the Apoſtle Paul, Col. ii. 16, 17. 
doth e preſly number the Sabbath among the Old 
Tetatnent Shadows, that ceaſed upon their being 
Kcomplifhcd in Chriſt, the Subſtace and Aut, be, 
ho came in place of al} the lega! Shadows. Now, 
it being evident from the toreſaid Text, that the 
Jetuiſh Sab barh was abrogated by Chriſt's Death 
aud R a utrection, it is neceſſary to believe that ei- 
Ter Cuelſt, by himſelf or his Apoſtles, did appoint 
"ther day in lieu thereof, for the folewo Hef . 
2 ot 
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36 Concerning the divine Appoinb ment 
of God, otherwiſe the State of the Chriſtian Chutch 
under the New Teſtament would be far work 
| _ that of the Jews under the Old, which i; a 
6thly, The two Ages before and after Chriſt ws 
teckoned as two divers Worlds, Heb. ii. . where. 
fore, as when the firſt NVorid was made by Creation 
there was a Day fet apart in Memory thercof 30 
when the World was renewed by Redemption, it wy 
fit there/ſhould be a day kept in Honour und Me 
mory of that great Work : For, if the perſeing the 
Work of the j3rſt Crention deſerved to hire a dy 
fer apart for celebrating the Power and Glory of the 
Author, much more doth the finiſhing the Nay 
Creation, or Reſtoration of the World, deſerve x 
day to be conſecrated for the commemorating d 
that, in regard the glorious Attributes of God & 
— more brightly in this, than in the 6 
ther. ; | 

us ſt. 3. I it be asked, Why ⁊uat the Sabbath 
changed to the firſi Day of the Heek: 
I anſwer, For many Reaſons. | 
Firſi, The great Reaſon given for oblerving tht 
daft day of the Week, doth plead more frong)y 
now for the Obſervation of the firft Day of d 
Neck. The Reaſon for obſerving the ſeventh dy 
was, becauſe the Lord re that day from 
the * Work he had made, wis. of Creation 
which ought to be remembred with Thank tuluek 
and Praiſe. Now, when God gave the Ten Com 
mands, there was no greater Work in the I th 
the Creation; and therefore it was fit that the D 
of God's Reſt fron: his greateſt H/ork, ſhould be ws 
Sabbath, or Day of Reſt to the World. But 
ſhould: God thereafter work a greater York, tat 
creating Heaven ard Earth; then, by Parity & 
Reaſon, and even by virtue of the Fer} Gul 
mand, the Day of God's Reſt from that, ſhould W 
tho Sabbgrh of the Mvrid. Now, the we - 05 

— demption 


of the Lord's Day. 37 
emption, Which the Lord perfected, and reſted 
om on the firſt Day of the Mee. is far greater 
than the Work of Creation; it doth/even eclipſe and 
ſwallow it up, as the Temple did the Tabernacle : 
It is far more valued and eſteemed by God the Au- 
thor, aud ought to be far more regarded and re- 
nembred by us on many Accounts. 

Firſt, In regard that in the World's Redemption, 
here is 4 far more glorious Diſplay of the divine 
Attributes, God's Power, Wiſdom, Juitice, Ggod- 
eſs, C. than in the World Creation. 
2dly, It is much more for our Benefit and Com- 
ore, than the Work of Creation; we could have 
ad no Comfort in this without the other; for the 
whole Creatzon groaned under the Burden ot Sin, 
d, by reaſon thereof, all the Creatures were ar 

ity with us. Without Redemption, what Plea- 
ure can we take in our Creation, fince by it we are 
„ede capable only of everlaſting Miſery and De- 
+ Wruttin ? Alas! there is no Comfort in being 
Wreatures, if we be not made new Creatures; and 
here is uo doing of that, but by this new and glo- 
ous Method. 

idly, In regard the ſecond Creation was a Hur of 


F r greater Difficulty and Expence than the rſt; 
* e fit was finiſhed by the Nord of his Mouth, 
i" the ſccond could not be perfteRed, but hy the. 
1 of blood and Death of his dear Son: The {74 was fi- 


tlhed in ſix Days ; but it coſt the Son of God abovg 


* Thirty three Years 2 Travel and Suffering in 
Ze ne, to eſfectuate the ſecong. In che {rſt 
** here was no Oppoſition; fox, ſince the World was 


Jade out ot nothing, there was nothing to make 
hitance to the Creator: But in the ſecond Crea- 
n, or Redemption of the 7/or1d, there was a for- 


ry f 0 

* nidable Ippoſition made by Juſtice, Men and Devils, 

1 lll = wondertul for the glorious Fabrick of Heaven 
ber te be made out of Nothing; but much 


done tot he Maker of all Things to be made of 4 
C3 man; 


zs Of the divine Inſtitution 


Woman; Jeſus Chrit to be born of his own Cru tt 
ture. In the fiyſt Creation God made us like him d. 
ſelf; but here the Lord makes bimſelt like u e 
The Glorious Creator is made a Create, ves, 
mane Sin, made a Curſe, to fave Man, his ffinf ve 
Creature, from the Curly, We may indeed (nM © 
N are fearfully and evonderfully made; but mull 8! 
more are ye tearfully and wonderfully redeemed, WM E 
Creation wes the Work of God's Fingers, fal. vi tic 
3. but Redemption the Work of his Arm, Lu i 
51. we uſe the Strength of the Arm, to efcctutf 31 
what the Fingers cannot do. So that we fee it wil E. 
far greater Work and Miracle to bring us back n th: 
Hell, than to bring i from Nothing. To wake be: 
us Saints, than to make us Men and Nomen Me £4 
then, if God's reſting from his Nor of Cicati gat 
the ſeventh Day, determined Mankind to kee 
this Day for a Sabbath in a thenkful Rememb tara uf 
thereof; much more ſhould God incarnate ai * 
a New World at © far greater Charge, and reſting} che 
from Þis Labour of Love on the firſt Day of toll It 
Week, determine us to obſerve that Day fo: 4 :? 
bath, in an adoring Remembrance of his inn ic 
Glory and Goodneſs, diſplayed in this ſtupcnduaiſ Y 
Work. © cha 
Atbly, The Lord himſelf delights and rejoice mig 
much more in the New Creation, than in the 00 | 


his Glory being more conſpicuous by rhe one, thai den 
rhe je! ; and that which is c{tcemed and pre the 
by him, ought to be alſo zy us. The Lol ure 
indeed took Pleaſure in the Review of his Works oil mis 
the ft Creation, when he at firſt reſted from tht end 
ſame: But theſe being afterwards all cortupted to t 
deformed by Sin, his Complacency therein was en. 
ceedingly diminiſhed. * Hence, Gen. vi. it is f II 
I repented him he had made Man: where fore1 1 


was proper and receſſory to transfer the Sl“! 
the Day of the Werld's New Creation or Refloral 
* effefted and compleated by he hb ö 


f the Loni's Day. 79 
*eſus Chraft the World's Redeemer, in which Na) 


bin. deligbting himſelf in the Review thereof, with an 


© us, everlaſting Complagency. 


ven Latty, To confirm what is faid, let it be obfer- 
ine ved, that God © far preferred the Work of Redem- 
{MW tion to that of Creation, that he changed the Be- 
nuch ginning of the Year (as Dt. L2&htfoot remarks on 
mel. Exod. ii.) from the Time of the World's Creq- 
vi tion, to the Time of the Paſſover, and the Har 
he „ Le, Deliverance from Egypt by Mofes, as being 


duet i an eminent Type of our Redemption from Sin and 
ui Hel, by Jeſus Chriſt. We have Reaſon to believe, 
ſrom i that from the Creation of the World, the Lear 
nabe began in Vteinber, at the Time of the Autumnal 
Wells nino, for we find the Fruits were on the "Trees 


at the Creation, Ger. i. r2. But when God in- 


keel itituied the firſt Paſſovet, which immediately 
ral uſhered in the I/raclzres Deliverance fram Zgypr, 
inne which was in Marob, at the Vernal Hoi noæn; he 
Gig changed the Beginning of the Year, and ordered 
che It d commence from that Time, Fro. xii. 2. 
Sal 7 hb: 1th fhatl be unto you the Beginning © of 
init en, it hall be the firſt Month of the Year 10 
out 3%. Now, if the Beginning of the Year was 

changed upon the account of the Type, a Day 
ice 1g! t well be changed upon the account of the 
Auttigpe. TE the Month & the Figurative Re- 
demption was fo remarkable, that thee Month of 
the World's Creation muſt give Place to it, then 
lurely, the Subſtance it ſelf, when it «appeared, 
might well be the Cauſe of the change of 4 day, 
end the Severtb-day of the, Creation give Place 
8 Firſt day of the finiſhing of ' our Redemp- 


1. Since there was y Neeb) of changing the 
Sabbzt4 from the Sementh-day of the Week, 28 is 
Already proven, it could be into no other Day fo 


C4 $9, 


4 Of the diuiue Inſtitution 
fitly, ae the Fiuſt day of the Mel, on ſeveral! v 
counts. | 2 
Firſt, Becauſe of its anſwering the Intent of the 
Command better than another day: Por, if d 
Sabbath had been changed into the Second, Third 
Fourth, or any other day of the Week than thy 
Firſt, the Morality of the fourth Command ha 
been infringed; For, ſo God would not barg bid 


One Day, ard Man ſix working Days together of 
one and the ſame Week, as the Command r<quire, 


But now jt holds in a conſtant Courſe, God hath 
his One Day, and we our ſix together in one and 
the ſame Heer; 2s it was from the Beginning 
And by this wiſe Alteration, there was ne ver 
Week without a Sabbath, and never a Weck had 
two Sabbaths. For, as the Week ended with the 
Jeauiſhi Sabbath, ſo the next Week began with 
the Chriſtian Saibath, which could not law 
been, if any other Sveni day had been choſen, 
2aby. Since there behoved to be a Change, it w 
very agreeab!: to Reaſon, to begin the Weck with 
God, and that our Creator and Benefattor thould 
be firſt ſerved, and have his Portion of the Week 
aſſigned to him in the firſt place, that his '\, orfſup 
might have the Preference to our Labour: An 
alſo, that our conſecrating the firſt Fruits of the 
Week to God, might in a Manner Andie the 
whole, obtain his Bleſhng on the Weeks about 
and make all our Works therein the more 1ccep 
table to him = 
* -3aly, The firſt Day of the Week is the fittch, 
for keeping up the Memory, both of the fr} an 
ſenona Creation of the World. For it being 2 24 
of Reſt always ſucceeding our fix Day, La lou, 
puts us in mind of God's finiſhing the Works 9 
Creation in fix Days Space, and reſting the /c2cnt 
And eſpecially it being the firſt Day of thy With 
ſerves to mind us of the Beginning of the 711% 
and of its firſt Creation; ſoeing it was on g 7 


ſ 


that 
Tas 


Day 


ea 


Ned. 


ed t 


of the Lord's Day. Ar 


x Miz God began his glorious Work, ſaying, Les 
„e Light. But in a ſpecial Manner, this 
the WD y ſerves to perperyate the Memorial of that 
' tie Moreater Bleffing of the Ferlas mew Creation, or 
ud, emu by Fa Chrift ; ſince on it he finiſh- 
the Ned this Lor by his K:ſurreftion. It was on this 
had Day that not only that temporal and periſhing 


bal Liebt did frſt ſhine at the firſt Creation; — but 
r of Walſo that ternal and heavenly Light brake out in a 
ire, Meridian Splendor, the Sun of Reghreouſreſe aroſe 
hath Mfrom + dark Grave, and ſhined on a dark World, 
and and brought Light, Life, Peace, Healing, and all 
ung. Mies under bas Wings. | 
er ii hy, It is the fitteſt Day for celebrating the 
nad Honour and Memory of all the Perſons of the glo- 
the nous Tiinity: For tho' Feſns Chraf? the ſecend 
with Peron of the Trinzty, be honoured by this Day 
nein a peculiar Manner, upon account of his glorious 
n. WReſt this Day from the Wort of Redemption ; 
wa Wi yet the Father and Holy Ghoft are this Zay re- 
with Wl markabiy honoured allo The Father did not 
ould I only begin this Day to Cregte, but he was the 
eck glorious Coutriger of our Happineſs, and {ent his 
1p Wl o carry on that Ble Work of Redemprion, 
Au whici was this Day happily compleated. Allo 
the Bi the Holy Ghoſt is Ros by obſerving this Day, 
the Wi fine he plorioutly defcended at Pentecoſt on this 
ou, I 224, for fitting and furniſhing the Apoſtles for the 
cv Bl Hori of the Gojpel ; and he is the blefled Appiier 
of the Redemption finiſhed this Day, by Feſus 
off, Wi Ci, and is in a more eſperial Mannes at Work 
ul r Day, in making faving Application of it unto 
ect Su, by the preaching of the Goſpel. 
ot, III. The Sabbath is changed to rhe fir/# Day of 
5 of WW tbe Hee, becauſe it is the moſt honourable and 
11 8lorivus Day to Chriſt and his Church, that ever 
red upon the Forld: The moſt honourable 
1 #4 to mr Redeemer, und the moſt Joyful to 55 
we 4 | | x 2 
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Redeemed ; and therefore ovght to be kept in pe 
petual Remombrance. e 

Hence, by the Spirit of God, and ever fg rot 
Chri(''s Reſurrection upon this Das, it i: cal Re 
T he Lors's Day, it being the moſt glorious Dy bro 
ever be had, it was in ar eminent Manner hh [ 
Birth. Day, for in it he was born from the Deal Ml 2) 
in it God ſolemnly owned him to be , oy 1M 4:7 
zotten Son; hence that Word in Pal. ii. T nM Cu 
Sen, thts Day I have begotten thee, is applied CV: 
to the Day of his Refurrettion, Act,. 1 1, br 
He was this Day declared te be the Son of Gl Ch 
ewirh Power, Rom, i. 4. For, at his rihng, li 2 
made the Earth to ſhake, the Graves to cen, e 77 
Stones to roll away, the Dead to riſe and uppen ft 
the Souldiers to tremble and fl » and both Sai ng 
and Ange is to come and attend «By And as ut ec / 
this a triumphant Day to him? Yea; on thi En 
day he conquered the Grave, Death «nd Hl, . 
and ſhewed himſelf to be the Captain of 047 Sk (all 
©4209, triumphing over his and our Enemics, Hi 
Birth and Death did ſhew him to be truly Mo? 7 
but his Reſurreftion did manifeſt him to be truly V 
God, and the great Redeemer of the Joris. Here wh 
by he gave full Proof, that he hed compleatly , *s 
niſhed the Work of our Redemprion, paid the E of 


lect's Debt, ſatisfyed divine Juſtice, cancelicd on 7 
Bond, and obtained an ample Diſcharge, ne 
as our great Cautioner was now let qut of 1 r 

et 


Was not this then a joyful day, a day to % hut 
in everlaſting Remembrance? The day cu b.. 
2 came ſufe out of the Whale's Belly; ne By 
day our Samſon carried away the Gates of Gaze ll + * 
Now eit was, that Death loft its Sting; now th! dt 
Grave and Hell loft their Purchaſe 3 now tha Ser i ©© 
pents Head was bruiſcd; now were they a!l ſwab | 
lowed up in Victory; now it was, that our glat 
ous Redeemer reſted from all the Works of Safe 
ring and Redemption, and rejoiced in the —_ 

there, 


of the Lord - Day. 43. 
thereof, with infinite — And ought 


not u who are fo much CONCETrREeds chearſully to 
Reſt this Day with Chriſt in @ thankful Remem. 
brance of all he hath done? | 
IV. This Day was prophefied of long before 
Plal. exviii, 24. This ig the Day which the Lord 
bath nude, we will rejorce and be glad in t. The 
Current of Expoſitors *undetſtand this day of our 
Chriftian Sabbath, and of Chriſt's Reſurrection 
thereon ; for here plainly there is a Propheſy of 
Chriſt, and of a remarkable day whereat the 
Worid ſhould wonder, and the Church rejoice. 
This is the Day which the Lord hath made, i. e. 
of which God is Author, He mage it, not by 
Creation only, as he made all days; but by Con- 
ſecraion, detigning and appointing it for a peculiar 
End, even for that ſtrange and wonderful Work of 
Chriſt's Heſurrection from the Grave, when he ob- 
tained his glorious Victory, and our gracious De- 
Jiverance from Hell and Deſtruction. Again, He 
made ic, i.e ( as the Word from the Origtual, 
may be rendred ). _ exalted it. his is the day 
which the Lord hath honoured and exalted above 
its Feſſows, above the Seven;h, or any other day 
of the Veel, becauſe of the incomparable Work | 
of this day. That the day prophefied of in that 
Place, is ſome remarkable day of the Maſſiah, is 
very cl-ar, if we confider the Coitext, and the 
wo preceeding Verſes of this Palm; by which it 
plainly appears, that the day there {poke of, is 
the day wherein be Stone rejefted by the Buldern, 
{ 1.e. Chriſt who was rejected by the Elders, 
' deribes and Phariſces, the ptetended Builders be- 
came he Head of the: gr: Mow, what day 
vas this, but his Reſurreftzon Dey? in which 
God by rajfing him from the Dead, | gloriouſly er- 
ated him above all his er rolled away his 
Reproach, made him Head of the Corner, and 
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be his Son with Power, and that to the Teng 
and Confuſion of all his Enemies, and the joy and 
Giadneſs of all his Friends. und to put it nd 
doubt, that this is the Meaning of the Place, fe 
it particularly applied by Peter, before the Jeuyſe 
Sanbegrim, Atts iv. 11, 12. Je it known i you, 
thar this Jeſus Chriſt whom ye crucified, God hath 
raiſed from the dead: And therefore: he ſubjoing 
Ferſe 1:. This it the Stone which was et ut 
nought of you Buzlders, which ig become ihe Head 
of the Corner. New, this being ſuch à mens. 
rable day, the Yſalmiſt's Direction is, Ir al 
Chrifttans ſhould rejoice and be glad in it; which 
indeed is a moſt proper Duty on our CV tin 
Sabbath. | 4 

Again, we have another Propheſy concerning this 
day, in Jſa. xi. 10. And in that Day, ther 
ſhall be a Root of Jeſſe, which ſhall ſtand fr an 
Enſie of the Feeple, 10 it ſhall the Gentiles ſeth, 
aud his Reſt ſhall be glorious. Now, whit wv 
that ſpecial day, wherein Chriſt was raifed and ev 
alted for ar. Enſign, to invite and engage the Ne 
tions to Ay to him as their Redeemer ? Was it 
not his Reſurrection day, on which he was decli 
red ta the World to be the Son of God with Pete 
Rom. i. 4. This is the day then, on which hit 
Ret was Glorious. For, as God the Father: 
. Reſt from the Work of Creation was Glorteus, and 
hed great Glory and Honour put on it, by the N 
keeping a Sabbath for about four thouſand Yes 
thereupon : 80 God the Son's Reſt from the Work of 
Regemptzon, was to have great Glory and Honour 
put upon it, by the Chriſtian World's obſerving 1 
weekly Sabbath on it, to the End of Time. 

And was it not a glorious Reſt, which the Sor. of 
God had on the day of the Week, from bis 
great and ſtupenduous Work 5 when he d laid 
the Foundations of the new Heavens and uv 


Eerth, and had given the finiſhing Rroke co the 


N 


of the Lord - Day. 44 


a5 re fre ſhed, as it is ſaid of Cod, Exod. xxxi. 17. 
ith Relpect to his Refting from the Works: the 
firſt Creation. Now, as God's Reſt from his 
Works on the ſeventh Day, and his being refreſted 
herein, was a ſufficient Indication of the preciſe 


Day of Reſt, which he would have obſerved by 


the Vorl, under the old Diſpenſation of the Cove- 
nant; So the Reſt of our Lord Feſus Chriſt from 
his or 4s on the farſt Day of the Week, and his 
being refreſhed” therein, is à ſufficient Indication of 
the preciſe Day of Reft, which he would have ob- 
ſerved under che Di:penſation of the New Cove- 
nant. And accordin ly, upon this Indication, we im- 
medlately find the Diſciples aſſembling themſelves 


together upon this day of their Redeemer's Reft, 


and no {ooner are they met, but Cõriſt comes aud 
raciouily meets with chem, folemnly bleſſes chem, 
and gives them the Holy Ghoſt, John xx. 19. 
from which Time forward, the firſ# Day of the 
Veer, was never without its ſolemn Afemblics, ' 


Moreover, we have the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, « 


expreily confirming the foreſaid Prophefies, gon: 
ceraing ChriſFs Reſt; upon che firſt Day of the 
Week, by telling us, that under the Goſpel, ters 
remained a Reſt for the People of God, Heb. iv. 9. 
Now, i: this Place be duly confidered, and rightly 
underſtood, it will mightily confirm che change of 
the Sabbath from the aft to the firſt day * the 
Week. For the Word which is there rendred Ref, 
in the Original is t.88arwwis, and ſhould be ven- 
dred a Sabbatifm or Sabbath ineping, and ſo dhe 
Neanirg is (according to Dr. Owen, and other 
rg rm / opt 2 here bp tet W's 4 
vat *cepeng for the People © „ 4? FE 
New 7-ament, as well * the Old. And 
is (43 the Apoltle ſhews in the G ver 


ev Creation, When all the Stars ſang together, 


ud all che Sons of God ſhouted for Joy? It was + 
A this day, the Son reſted from his Vork. — 


46 Of the divine Infi1tation 
Kkoved necefAtrily to be a New Sabbarwſm, inn 
rd it hath a Formdazion, in Correſpondem 
the Foundation of the Ola Salbatiſm mentimaſer 
Nurſo ., of that Chapter. For be bab wl* 
x oerrain Plaucs of rhe jeventh day on thi; e 
And Got did reſt the ſeuenih day from ll th 
Works: Well (faith the Apoſtle) rhe new 86 
batiſm hath the like Foundation, Yer. 10. r 
(viz; Jeſus Chriſt) char ig entered into bis Ri* 
Hatb alſo ceaſed from hi own works, as God dilliE"* 
mm hi. Now, it was on the Morning of tel 
Fit duy of the Week, that Chtiſt entred into hi 
Mediatory Reſt from his works of Redemption 
v4 Göd on the nt day entred fato bis Re 
from the works of Creation, And as God by l 
reſting on the ſeventls day, did deterraine tha: dE” | 
for a ſacred Sabhatisal Neſt under the Old Tel. 
ment ; ſs Chriſt (who is the Lord of the Sabha)": 
by his &fitring into his Reſt on the firſt dan, tl 
determine that day of the Week tor a ſacred 9th 
Zuatiſin under the New: Teſtament. The _ 
from his Works; 24 "God did from his, ment! 
Ver. io. can never p be applied (as ſome do 
to the Believer, but to Chriſt's ceaſing from hit 
Works of Redemption: Seeing it is abiurd © 
make off ceafing from the vile works of Sin, 4 U. 
rallel t God's ceafing from his glorious Mort 
Creation. And it cannot be meant of ceafing fro 
the Works of Duty and Service to God; for to dl 
Eternity, Believers 11>ver ceaſe from theſe, Rv ah 
Kxii. 3. 4.3 : * $147 nne | | 
V. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath put Honour * Pg 


the firſt day of the Week, and authoriſed e OV FF: 
ſervation of it by il 'own ple and act 11 
which hath the Forte of 4 Law to us. It was d 2 
this day he met with the u Diſelples going FS 
Emmans, opened the Seriptutes to them, and WER. 
made known to them in the breaking of Bat - 
Ike xxiv. 33; Likewiſe, upon the fams * 8 


dereby gave us à plain 


4 


of the Lon Day. 47 


ted to the Blow; when gathered 
Laps With them, Thewed Ben his wt 
A Hos 5 abd Pert, comforted them, and ope 
eir Underſtandings, that they might 1tderitar 
e Scriptures, ke KXIV. 335 30, 40, 45. Te wer 


is Day, that 'Chrift came to his Diſeiples, 


mg all cotiveened together except Hh 
we them his Peace, and bleſſed them, and 8 
re them their Commaiſtion and the holy Ghoſt 
lohn xx. 55 20, Wc. Again, upon that Day 
cht days, being the next firſt day of the Week, 
bet the Diſciples were aſſembled together, and 


uma with theton xx. £8. Chrif choſe to 


Pear unto them, and graciouſly cotwineed Zh 


a; by the diſcovery of his Wounds. The' Ohriſt, 
fer his Reſurrectlon, met with ſeverals of his 
iſciples upon other days ef the Week, £ 6 

e frit day only, (Which is therefore cx 
big 


ded) did wy appeat to chem, when 
wether ; and therefore, we ſee Now he left Tho- 


154 whole Week under his unbelief and doubr- 


ps, till the next Id, Day, of fit of the 
ſeek ſhould conte, that he's might have Occaſion 
xidaſly to reſolve him in the Aſſembly of his 
Weiple. fox ls common Edificarion 41 Com- 
Pp: > The firſt day of the Wet is che only day 

„ Meet, or Month, or Tear, that is ever 
en obe by Number ih 21 the New Teſtament 3; 


d wherever it f 1 5 of, we hear of the Rel+- 


dus O! a e 
3 * A 


dt, hy the Diſciples 2 
are we told the 
27 fo often, of Cbriſts 


We his * 15 is Difciples upon the felt 


e Week; to ſhew us, chat Chriſt” pur 
peculiar Honous and Relpeft upon this day, and 


i: ſhould be obſerved in his Church, as the 


maſtic / F of the weekly da of holy 
el and holy Coavecaridhs. * nher fo 2 in 
ven 


ntimation of his Will, 


— 

48 Of theidivine Inſtitution 
Seven ſhould be e e in this man 
was a Law from the Beginnin hae t 46 old 
the —_ of nete 0 [ Dl before.) N 
at in the Kingdom of the Mea, the 5+ 
e Week ſhould be that ſolemn day; 909 
Indication *20ugh, that Chriſt on, that day once y 
ain, met Eis Diſciples in a Religi i0us Afembii 
And ih is highly probable, that at ys firſt Mes 
jug with them, he appointed them th at day eff 
— to be r ARID, romiling to mee: then 
for we them more chaptetly cotrvecned th 
day, tua the. former, John . 26. I fi 
eight days, again bis Baie dere wi 
and Thomas with then, 2s it Would ſeri we 
ing for Chriſt's; coming. And many are of 0 
nion, that he thus continued to meer with thi 
every firſt day of the Week, till his Aſccaf 
Sheakzng to them. the T. hings pertaining 10 . 
Kingdom of God, Acts i. 3. 4 

Chriſt's mecting with them that day, s mii + 

— oceaſional, but deſigned, gs appears by 4 

r of the Firſt day of the 
5 — he met them. For when Chriſt "ad 
his Diſciples on any other day of the Mes, 
are not told what day it was, Whether che en 
third, or fourth day of the Week; but hen 
mects with them bn the firſt day, the July Gl 
names and records that, thereby afcribing by 
Thing peculiar to it above all the ret. 

VL he Obſervation of the firſt day of i 
oel is alſo authorized by the divinel+ jalpir 
Apolties of Chrift, and Founders of the Chriſta 
Church, and that both by their Fr and U 
rection.— We have them both direct ing and 
forming the duties of the S bath on this Ut 
and allo aſſerting Chriſt's Propriety iu it as his-! 
which. is evident from Scripture, 

in the ſorecited Scriptures, where we dl 


ir * I MEpearanees is ax Diſerpler, r we th 


x 


0 the Ln Dy. 7 
bad of their Aftmbling together on 1hd "rt day 
re Wee ſeveral Times, whicl, certainly was 


fo 


ac publick Worſhip of Ged, and in Honour 
as lay. For when they me: on other days 
s Wl the Veel, it is not told what theſe were; but 
ehen they met on the firſt day 2 the Week, the: 
% 40ſt records that ; which ſhews it to be a 
Me em- able day in & ſelf; and obſerved as ſuch by 
5 ie Tcipler of Chriſt, and that n as Religious 
hen. 3 


Ay. e 

Flr befides theſe, I ſhall adduce four other 
eriptures, that clearly demonſtrate what is above 
erted. „ 1 IBN 3 
vol The Pirſt 78, Act ii. 1, 2. where it is recorded}; 


er the Apo Hes and ocher Brethren were met 
tel oer on the day of Pentecoft in one Place; 


This Meeting was for publick Worſhip cb the mY 
ay of 165 Week, EA to their wonted | 
ice. Ir is not in the Temple wit the Fer, but 
ta Houſe in Jeruſalem by themſelves.” *. - 7 
Cueſt. How prove you tht it was on the fing 
Sy if be Week? Jb. Becauſe it is evident 
tue Scripture, that the Paſhier that Year fell 

dhe Jui Sabah, and Pentecoft bejngi Qi 
he Ffr22:h day after the Pagboer, it felt that 
er on the firſt day of the Week. , Now, let us 
müder ow remarkably God countenanced their 
leeting for Publitk Ii ur ſbib on this day; he even 
mt dow: that extraordinary Effuſion of the Holy 


f 8H? upon them, for fitting and furniſhing chem 
dp the ex:ra07din dry Mork of planting the Cri- 
1s Court,” and converting the FYorld. . This 


B 2 ſolemn Approbation of the Chriſtian ab- 


47 ah, ain) 2 to its Inſtitution from Heaveny 
aa! hich did confirm all Chriſtians iti. the celebrating: | 
$1 


R this day for the future: And many Vitmea 
ave they experienced the gracious Effuſtons, al ths 
id er on cheir poblick Afermablic#»rb5s dey Ru 
re Rü denen by Gon, pon Ae 


"Pas 


— . 


50. Of the divine Inſtitution 
ir. 1, A b it yas om the firſt day of the ig 
the , 449. Was Sven in its ea? J Pre 
dean from Mount Sin But t 
that a 17 ＋ day to them, yet he mekes i» 2 
| Joyful day to ü, by the comfortable 2. om 
of the G 0 1 7 from Mount Zicn 
EC 4575 e el, de the de, e, 
of ths Heek, ben Zſctßleſ came . 
to break FN, Paul F 9 — ts them 
| nce it is plain, that the fir day of tis 
. Week wus then the ſtated Time for Chriſtians they 
meeting tagether, for the preaching of the Vin 
and ce ebrating of the Told 1 Stupper ; for this 1 
recorded as their guſtomary known Practic:. Tal 
had been at 7704s Teven days, and cenſcquenty 
was there upon the Fewrfb Sabbath, but TY 
7 E hem on that dn 
avy other ay, ot the Week , but When the 'ird 
do «of rhe Week comes, the Church is olemal 
conveened; and perform the apy 1 of the Sabbai 
82 Paul was ready to de 1 from the 
lace, only he mauſt ſtay ul the Ent dz; of i 
eoks — he might meet with the whole Cru 
aud reach to them before he leave them; and g 
2 to their Cuſtom, they all aſſomble ta 
e Hafan; with them, if 
r s au uſing : e Sacrament, and d 
Prog: til Mia 2575 ber did not ſoon w 
at that Tune, — whe. Wor and Diestie of 
Lord's D 
A third Scripture i is; 1 r. xui. 1, 2. Now ON 
gerning che 'Colleftion for the Saints, as i ht 
given Order to the Churches of Galatia, ue 
do ye. (Upon the nuff 2 S abe Mel, let en 
ee of you lay'by ham in ſtore, Nc. whence it 
Plain, ther the Apoſtle enjoins the Church uf 0 
220th, in . arcs Tong — o mut 
their Collections for the Poor Fa 194 


* M. uuly en 1e u day of the N 


of the Lord's Dey! on 
not on the ſeventh, br any ether? But for thelg 
. 7. They had their publick Meeti we 
his day, and ſo had more Conveniency for gathet: 
ing their Charity on this gay, than upon another. 
„ The {rt day of the Week was now come in 
Place of the old Sqbbath, on Which day Collecti- 
ns were made in the Towlh Synagogues, for tlie 
ering of Alms was always reckoned a proper duty _ 
-r the Sabbath-day:; But now the Apoitle wil 
ave all the drutzigs of the Sabbath transferred to 
we Fir day of the Week, and particularly, this 
Duty of publick Charity,there being 2 peculiar Fig 
fs in this day for it, in regard WE axe called this 
lay to commemorate Chriſt $ infinite Charity 9 
wr Souls, and alſo to receive new Bleſhngs and 
Expreitions of Bounty from him: And thereforg 
old he the more liberal to bis poor Saints. 
bope; there is none chat will ſay, That the Apoſtle 
id not Chriſt's Warrant for what he appointed in 
his Matter 3 for in this Epiſtle he proteſts, That 
be delivered nothing ta them, bus what he bs 
rei ded from the Lord, and had bis Command 
brs ſee 1 Cor. xi. 23. and xiv. 43. It is as clear 
Lieht from che foreſaid Teſtimony; and men 
hers, that the Primitis Chii/kians had their 
blies on the firſt day of the Week; which they 
ould not have had without the &poſtle s Direct. 
In; nor would they have determined ſo, without 
owing the Mind of Chriſt. 905 
A Harth Scriprure is, Revel. 1. 10. where John 
uth of him} That he was in the Sparvt on 
be Lord's day; which, to be fue, is nd other 
han the Chriſtian Sabbath, getting the Pabo mi- 
dation from our Lara Fofts.s | Nich and his rißing 
ometne Dead thereupon, and frequent M. N 
with his Biſciple this day; Ind wo Mo dar; 1 
lerycs this Title of The, Lord dug, being à da 


pecially inſtiturd pur the Homur of uuf J, ag 
ſeergte for his Service and worſhip. The Apoſtle 
* 2 Vote 


® 
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wrote this Book near the End of the Firſt Centum WM 
and calls this day by that Name, which ze 

commonly got then, and ſpeaks of it as a day un conſi 
verſally notour and remarkable for the Cbeiſtia i Cu 
Obſervation of it. The A poſtle, at this Time, u Day. 
baniſh'd into the Iſe of Parmos by Domition t £074 
Emperor, where probably he wanted the Oppay Fath 
tunity of the Publick Agemblies on this day; zul Vet 


he is employ'd in ſanctifying the Lord day in Mien 
private way, he 25 in the Spirit, i. e. in ſpirit 
tual Frame, and taken up in irituadl Firvreikes, oc. 
Aeditation and Prayer, (which are proper tial ( 
for the Sabbath) and the Lord rewatds this his mend: 
conſcientious Regard, to this day, with the Rene N 
lat ion of theſe great Ihings, which were after the / 
wards to fall out to the Church, to the End of r 
World. | | | Mary 
Ml.-oreover it is obſervable; that the Lord puts b 
Kanie on this Day; for the Holy Ghoſt calls it ben. III 
the Lord day, and that for theſe Reaſons, i. Be * 5 


cauſe of its deriving its Inſtitution from him ; (9 
the Prayer, dictate by him, is called the Lori 
Prayer: The Sacrament of his Supper, inititut 
by him, is called the Zord”s Sigper. 
2. It is called the Lord's, becauſe of his Zeci 
Propriety in it: He hach ſeparated and (et i: au 
from common Uſe, and conſecrated it wholly to lh 
Uſe and Service: So the Sacrament is called, 2% 
Lord's Table, becauſe cf its being conſecrated al 
holy Uſes, and ſo ſet apart and diſtinguiſhed fran 
All other Tables, 
| 3: Becauſe of its being dedicate to his Honoul 
and Memory, being the day in which he conque 
ed Death, got a total Victory, and triumphed c 
All his Enemies. | - 
3 4 I: is called the Zord's-day, becauſe the Lots 
_Jefus-Chrift, his Perſon and Mediation, is the pi 
Sigel Subject of the Werk of this Day. | 


vi. Av 


th 9 | 


of the Lord's Day, 52. 


VII. Another Argument for the Obſervation of 
WW I Chriftian Sabbath, may be drawn from the 
g conſtant and uninterrupted Practice of all CHhriſt's 
"Wl Churches through the World ſinco the Apoſtle's 
""W Days ; they * all continued to obſerve the 


1 £01d 1-147 fox holy . 
Fathers and Chriſtiaus had the Lord's-day in 


eat Eſteem, and made it a Badge of their Re- 
ya E 2 21 7 ch 

been toobſerve it carefully, as appears from the 
* Writings of Juſtin Martyr, Tertullian, Origen, 


Sc. Ttnatius, that ancient Father, who lived fo 
near Chriſt's Times, in his Epiſtles highly recom- 
mends the Lord day: Let every one that loveth 


the Lord" day, as the Queen of all days. It is a 
remarkable Saying of Auguſtine, As the Virgin 
Mary -vas blef* above all Women, ſo zs ihe firſt 
ay of rhe Net blefſed above all Days. 

VIII. The Conſciences of Men plead for the di- 


rho is the ſupreme Lord and Sovereign of Men's 

nlciences, that directs this his Deputy in Men, 
v excite and preſs them ſo cloſely to the Obſerva- 
an of this Day; and alſo, to challenge and {mite 
nem fo ſharply, for the Neglect and Prophianation 
tf it. And indeed there is no Sin that Confctence 


reach of the Lord's-day : And hence it is, that 
Wnuny NialetgQors, at their laſt Hour, when moſt 
erious, do moſt bitterly bewail it; acknowledging, 
That their Sabbath-breaking was their Leading-fin, 
a the Occaſion of all the reſt of their wicked 
ourſes ; having prqvoked God to leave them, and 
ve them up to the Luſts of their own Hearts. and 
Lemptations of the Devil. Clark, in his zd Vol. 
n plec, tells us of ane Thomas Savage, (A 
gung Man who was executed at Ratcliffe, Offober 
. 195%, for murdering his Fellow-ſervant) That 
Ak ue was in Priſon, cried ont to Tomp\thae 


oly Worſhip. All the Ancient 


Chrif (faith he) obſerve the firſt day of the Week, 


dine Authority of the Lord day. Surely it is God, 


hore commonly accuſes wicked Men of, than the, 
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54 Of the divine Inſlitation 
cume to Vifit him, after this Mariner, OF wer; 
tÞat J wwas! 1 fte bow I might penn th 
Lerd day in the Devil's wort; at that Vim 
46124 ſboul have been ſerving God, 7 b, by. 
fleſt in ſeriug Salus. T ws glad when the i. 
bath came; for tien I had Leiſure to pnrſie u 
Liſts thid Pleaſitfes, I hmotimet aun, ben th 
Chirch, but I Winer ftaid u Lin of & whit 
Hermon. I laugbe at os tht: pen the Sib: 
baths uin Mureing unn Pin ying, and looked on then 
as the verleſt Fools in the Vorl. O vel! om 
Men from me, Thit Sabbath Breaking yi 2 du 
grrou: and coſtly Sn, &e. | 
Turuer, on Providence, gives Accòunt of one 
Exmima Kirk Vintner, executed at Zy. ly 
x1. 1684. for — his Wife, who, is tn 
Confeffion, lamented his frequetit Profanation af the 
Lord's- day; Upon which Holy-Auy, Yaith he, 
committed the hainons in mufdering mw boy 
YVife, Thus, one Sin was puniſhed with another, 
Sabbath-breaking with Mer der, and that with the 
Gallows, Likewife, he tells of another, execute 
rr . i687, for Theft, who, in his Conteſſion, 
faid, Pha: it was his earneſt deſive, that all, vun 
Men eff cially, ſbould rake cave nos to miſpend thi 
day. And the Author's Remark is, Thit 
e doth not know that ever he obſeryed any Re 
pentance in a Malefactor, who did not bittech 
zment his Neglect of his duty to God on thi 


Day. | 
IX. In the laſt Place, The Difpenſations of dt 
vine Providence may be brought in, as giving gui 
frage to the Sanctffcation of the Lotd's dag. Get 
hath highly honoured this day, doing w 
mighty Works upon it: Oa this dy he creat 
the Light, and began to make the World 
this day he gave the Law from Mount , 
Frotius obſerves. 52 it is affirmed, by an A 
* Obuncil Held ar Gonftanritbpie, 2 
. ee 1. 4 


of the Lords Day. 58 
en. That Chriſt wa: born on the Tard r day 
md the Star fhened to the wife Men om it, Chr: 
fed the Fine T honjand with the fine Lover and 
"my Fiſhes on this day; T hat be was baprive 
roſe from the Dead, and ſent down the Holy Gh 
m hit day. And ſome of the Ancients have fur 
ther affirmed, That whatſoever notable Fhing was 
done in the World, the Lord ordered it ſo, was done 
o the Honour of this day. Thus God hath epnſe- 
rated the firit dey of» the Week, or Chriſtian 
$abbat/, by doing {o many of his wonderful! Works 
upon it; to intimate to us, that it is his Will we 
ſhould ſanctify this day, and obſerve. it weekly, fot 
publiſhing and proclaiming his worthy Acts, and 
keepin? up the Memory of Chriſt's Nativity, Paf. 
fon, RefurreRtion, Cc. to the End of the World, 
without inſtituting days of our own for theſes 
Ends. | 

Moreoyer, there are various Difperfarians from 
God, both of Mercy and Judgment, that conclude 
for the Obſervation af this boly day. The gract 
dus Providences that attend the conſcientions Ob- 
frrers of the Lord's-day, are moſt remarkable, On 
theſe, the Lord pours down the gracious Influences 
of his Spirit, in his Ordinances difpenſed this days 
he ninently bleſſoth them with Increaſe of Grace, 
Tenterneſs of Conſcience, and Holineſs of Lite 5 
and with all his beſt Blethngs both Spiritual and 
Temporal. The univerſal Experience of Ohriſti- 

"W6vs doth teftifiy that all the Bſeſſings god Mercies 
r romiſed to the Obſervers of the Sabbarh under 
te Old Teſtament, are now ,trandferred and ac- 
n the Keepers of the Chreſtzan Sab- 


pt, For the Cho of the day, being by di- 

de Authority, the f*rſt-day Sal ary goth Io 

lly ſucceed * the Privileges, Promiſes, ud 
gs, 


breatutf mer ining to the een 
Wy S:bbath, We 2 41 Bletfings ers pramifed 


b the hoc ping of the Sable uf old, both yy 
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56 Of the divine Inflitation 
and temporal; that is a- remarkable word, ey 


' xVii. 24, 26. If yo hallow the Sabbath-day, 10 4 


wo Work therein, ther they ſhall come from thy 
Cities of Judah, and all other Places, br; ang 
Burn-offerings, and Sacrifices, and Meat-offering 
and Incenſe, and bringing Sacrifices of Praile un 
to the Houſe of the Lord; i. 4. When the $:bLat 
is duly. obſerved, then the Church thai! flouriſh, 
Kolgion be promoted, and the Name of God 
high y exalted. And do we not ſee this Fromifs 
vihbly accompliſhed to ſuch Churches and Perſon 
as ſtrictly ſanRify the Lord day? Among ſuch 
Chriſtianity doth flouri ſu, Knowledge is increased 
Reformation is advanced, Grace is 1 and 
a conſcieutious Regard is had to ell the otha 
Duties of Religion. ” 
Again, we find temporal Mercies anne xc. tothe 


| keeping of the Sabbath, Ifa. lviii. 13, 14 If th 


turn awiy thy Foot from the Sabbath. i. c. It thai 
ceaſeſt from prophaning it, I mi cauſe , to rid 
on the bich Places the Earth, and jecd ht 
no2th the. Heritage of Jacob thy Father ; +. c. thay 
Malt be bleſſed: with outward . n and many 
earthly Enjoyments. This is again confirmed i 
Jer. xvii. 24, 25. 1f ye diligently hearken tu 
me, ſaith the Lord, to hailow the Sabbatt-day, ! 
ao no Work therein, then Hall there enter in 
#he Gates of this City, Kings and Princes ſutig 
on the Throne of David, riding in Chariots, 46 

this City ſhall remain for ever, i. e. The Ns 
tion and City ſhall be hlefied with all ſecular wi 
civil Advantages. . Accordingly the People of Gul 
have found the hallowing of the Zord's-4ay, fe 
fibly prof! crous ta them, with Reſpect to their! 
cular Affairs: When they have diſcharged g 
Duties ef this Nay with a good Conſcience, it b 

fared the better with them all the weck ae 
In Teſtimony whereof, 1 ſhall here nattate 


Experience of that carcilent Perſon, Siu. 3/478 
"8 J 5 1 , | 


of the Lord's- day.] 57 


„ue, Lord Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench, in 
4 the Reign of K ing Charles II. who was both an 
WM cmintnt Lawyer, and a great Divine. In his Boo 
1 called- Contemplati ous Moral and Di vine, he hat 
ol theſe Words; I have found (ſaith he) 5 « ſtritt 
uM 11d digent Obſervation, that a due objerumg the 
ath Duty of the Lord's-day, hath ever had Jorned ro 
: eſiing upon the ret of my Time; and the 
200 e hat hath been ſo begun, hath been bleſſed 
nile an 2r operons to me: Aud on the other fide, when 
ou ade been Negligent of the Dutzes of bis Day, 
ich eee rhe Mee hath been unſucceſsful and un- 
4 hatpy to my ſecular Empioyments 3 ſo that I could 
and ealily make an Eſtimate of. my Succe/)es in my 07998 
ball (ec Frmnployments the Week followang, by the 
Mauer of my paſſing this Day; and this Rdo not 
th 0777 [2g btly or znconſiderately, but upon long 
and ound Obſervatzon and Experience A- 
gain in another Place, he faith, I thank G od 
der Hund, that in the ſtricteſt Obſervation of the 
Temes of his Worſhip, I ever met with the beft 
Advariace to my worldly Occaſions, and that 
whenever my worldly Occaſions encroached upon 
thoſe Fimes, I ever met with DiſaÞporntment, 
tho" in Things of the moſt probable Succaſt; and 
ever let it be fo wich me. It hath been, and ener 
ſhall le to me, a Conviftion beyond all Argument 
and Demonſtration whatſveuer, that God expetts 
the Olſergation of his Times; and that while 1 
find my ſelf thus dealt with, God hath not ginen 
over , Care of me. It would be a fad Sreſage 
unte e, of the ſevere Anger of my Maker, 3f my 


dertaking upon this day, and that it ſhould fro- 

ber. Thus the learned, and pious Judge Hale, 
who ſpake from his own Experience, after long 

and critical Obſervation of divine Providence. 

A on the Judgments which often follow upon 
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d2agvertance ſhould caſt me upon a temporal Un- 
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iolation 6 this day, do give Teſtimony 4 | 
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Of the divine Tuſtitution. 
How fad are the 
Strokes, the' little noticed, 
upon the flighters of his Holy-day, by giving then 


58 


its divine Authority. pititul 


ut to Herdneis of Heart, Searedneſs Coniciente 
vad vile Affections; ſo that commonly they fal 
intofrandolous out breakings, and notorious Crime, 
proceeding from Evil to worfe, till they at length 
tan themſelves into ſome fatal Mifchief. And 
when Men neglect to puniſh the Profanation d 
this day, the Lord uſuaſſy takes the Sword into hu 
n Hand, and, by viſible temporal Judgment, 
plagues the ? aners of it. If the Violation d 

Jecviſih Sabbath, was, by a divine Order, pr. 
aifhed with Death, under he Law, Exod. xxx 
15. farely the Breach of the Chriſtian Sabbail 
Mall not cape without ſome fignal Marke of the 
divine Vengeance, according to the Scriptun 
Thr-atnings, which ate levelled againſt the one v 
well as the other, as I ſhewed before, Let us nt 
forget that terrible Denounciatiun of Judgment, 
which we have in Fer. xvii. 2). But if you wil 
z0r henrken 1mro me, to halli u the Sabbath-aay, 
aud not to bear a Burden, even ntring in at th 
Gates of Feruſalem on the Sabbath-day; then wil 


I kindle 4 Fire in the Gates thereof, and it ſol 


Bromur the Palaces of Feruſalem, and it ſhall nn 
ve quenched. The Fews, (as Auguſtine objcrves) 


tell generally imo this grievous Sin of prophaning 


tirt Szbbarh : For, tho' they pretended to alloy 
it, by forbeat ing ſervile Labour upon it; yet, up 


ha- day above all days, they uſed to pamper the 


Fleſh wich Carnal Deligbit, and run into the Ex 


belles of Glutcony and Drunkenneſs. Againſt thek 


Sins did bur Saviour warn them; bur they per 
Aſting, che horefald direful threatning was at length 
activ fulfilled : Fer, upon chat very day f 
abuſed by them, their Re N. alen, tht 
Glory and Maſter-Eiece of the whole Earth, ws 
burkt down to rhe Ground by the Romans. An 


of the 1 or 5-Day. $9 


ee Her ſipput and Dio obſerve to be have been 
bone on the Sabbath dap, in Seprembey, about forty 
ears after Chriſt's Death. - PM 3A. 
And doth not that prophetical Gommination 
concern us as well as the Fewsr? And have we 
+ WI not Caaſe to fear ths Accompliſhment 6f ir for the 
reach of the Cireſtian-Sabbath 2? Yes, we have 
4 WH found it to be true. Some impartial Obſeryers of 
of WM God's Judgments in the World have remarked, 
is WY that thi- Sin, 8/8. The Breach of the fourth Com- 
is, WM mand, by the prophane Neglect of God's Wor- 
hip oon the Zord's-day, and the ſpending of 
Wl this Time in open Works of Impiety, hath been 
x frequently vifited upon Cities and private Perſons, 
b conſuwing Fires that have happen'd upon this 
be Day: Of which, many Inſtances might be given 
e in this ame Ifland, as well as other Parts the 
World. That fery Prediction againſt Feruſalem 
ot WH hath been oftner than onee fulfilled and executed 
, upon the two Capital Cities thereof, many of 
whoſe Inhabitants have been as guilry of prophan- 
j ing the lay ſet apart for God's Service as ever 
„de eser were. In London this Vice rezoned, 
ud there it was dreadfully priniſhed, with a furious 
id allonifhing Fire, in the Year 1666, which laid 
de molt Part of that great City, with its faireſt 
Jborches and Buildings, in Kubbiſh, in three 
vs i days fpace: And, it is remarkable, that that 
„ Lreadful Fire broke forth on the Cord dar, very 
early in the Morning, being the ſecond day of 
Sepremnbor, | 
| Likewiſe, in Fdinþburgh, where Sxbbath-breaks 
m7 very much abounded, (as 1 by the Ar- 
* Aflembly made againſt that Sin) the faireſt 4 
ſatelieſt of its Buildings, in the P arizament-Claſs, 
mil abou; it, (to which Tcatce any in Britain were 
cnipargble) were, om the fourth of Februdfy 21700 
(being the Tord Lday) burnt down and laid i Aſhes _ 
ind Rvincs, in the pace of 4 few Hours, e the 
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Aſtoniſhment and Terror of the ſorrowſul Inhghi. 
tants; whereof I my ſelf was an Evye-wineſ, F 
and the Effects of that Fire are viſible to ch. du ME. 
Yea, fo great was the Terror and Confuſion of thy War 
Lord day, that the People of the City were in MY: o 
no Caſe to attend any Sermon os publick Worſhip {M-, 
upon it, tho' there was a great Number of worthy 
iniſters conveened in the Place, {befide the Re. The: 
verend Miniſters of the City) ready to have prayed | 
with, or preached to the Feople on that ſad Occ WW -.. 
fion ; for the General Aſſembly was fitting there | 


at the Time : But the diſmal- Caſe of the City 7; 
made this impratticable. However, the Lord him > 
ſeif, by that flemt Sabbath, did loudly preach WM; 
all the Inhabitants of the Cizy, ſetting Go to them WW; + 


in a moſt awakening Manner, the great Sin and E 
Danger of irreligious neglecting of God's Worſhip © 
upon the Lord's-day, and prophaning it, by ding Ben. 
þ ir own Works, and finding their own Ple- Jen. 
4e. ? 


I have read of the Town of Stratford upon 4 4 
Dou, that it was twice, upon the Lord's-days, al * 
moſt conſumed with Fire, chiefly for U ha 
the Lord's-day, and contemning his Word in the ap h 
Mouth of his faithful Miniſter. The like ue. 


might be told of ſeveral Towns in Scotland. 
Dr. Beard, in his Theatre of God's Judgments 
tells us of the Town of Feverton in Devon. ſtur, 
that was often admoniſhed by her godly Paſtor, 
that God would bing ſome heavy 9 upon 
the Inhabitants of That Place, for their Prophanutt 


ing for their weekly Market, which they then held Bi 
en the Monday. n very ſoon after the uach 
faid Miniſter's Death, on the zd of April i; 98 — 
God ſent a terrible Fire, n in leſs than hall 
Hour, confumed the whole Town, cxccpt the 
the Court-houſe, Alms-houſes, aud 4 fen 
poor Feoples Dwcilings ; where a Man might hate 


4ech 
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ef the Lords Day. 

Cen four hundred Dwelling-houſes all at once on 
Fire, and above fifty Perſons conſumed in the 
Flames. But the remaining Inhabitants not- taking 
Warning by the former Judgment, but continuing 
in the A Sin, the Town was again fixed on the 
eth of Auguſt x61 2, (fourteen Years'after the former 
Fire) and all conſumed, except a few poor Houles. 
The Hiſtorian adds, that they are blind who ſee 
zot in this the Finger of God; and he prays for 
Grace to the People of chat City, when it is next 
built, to change their Market-day, and to remove 
all Occaſions of prophaning the Lord's-dax. 
Dr. 7»4/+, on the Sabbath, relates a Paſſage that 
happened in Bedford: hire, not long before his writ- 
* ing that Book. A Match at Foot-ball being ap- 
pointed on the Sabbath Afternoon, whilſt two of 
Wi the moſt forward were in the 8 tolling of 4 
el. ro call the Company toge ther, there was ſud- 


„ea hexrd a Clap of Thunder, and a' Flath of 


a (Lightning was ſeen by ſome mat ſar in the Qhurch- 
porch, coming through a dark Lane, which flaſt'd 


ip his Heels that was tolling the Bell, and ftruck 
kim ſtark dead; and the other that was with him 
was ſo ſorely blaſted therewith, that ſhortly after he 


ed alſo. 2 


„er Krange Paſſage, to this Purpoſe. r. Huzh 
10 Clark preaching at Oundle in Irren r, 
*. where the People were geaceally very ignorant, 
ud much addicted to the Prophanation of the 


be Lord sday, by Hhitſon-ales, Morrice-dances, and 
luch Paſtimes, which be much ſet himſelf againſt, 
A adeavouring to convince them of the Evil, and de- 
wuncing God's Judgments againſt them, in caſe of 
Perſeverance : But they being train d up in thoſe 


beit Wickedneſs, Dn 2 Lord 3-day, che 
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in their Faces, and much terrified them: And paſ- 
eng through the Porch into the Belfrey, it trippec 


45 Mr. Clark, in his Father's Life, 5. 128. hath 4 


Courſcs, and hardned by Cuſtom, perſiſted ſtill ia 


— — 7 


| ſuddenly, and died; but they Is ſhaking off thei 


23 he was 


Teti 
regt Noeiſe, and rattling of Chains up and down the 


and Stink of Fire and Brimftone, that many of theif 


vil was come 0 Ich them away And now, aal 


62 Of the divine Inftitation 
Leader of tho Dance being a 7 by young Man, it 
the midſt of their ane Künne feli * 


Fear, returned to thety Vomet again. The 7.6 
day following, Mr. Clark took Occafion, from thi 
fad Diſpenſatton, to quote the forecited "Text, Jer 
xvii. 27. {{ :b0u wilt not hearken to me, to alloy 
the Sabbath-gqy, ther will I kindle a Fire, & 
But the E kicked againſt theſe Admon tion 
and that fame Evenin 1 OI to their 9 9 7 
ade whom was a Smith that was 4 chi. 
der: But it pleaſed God, the very ac 140 
two Husband-men coming to his Shop; to harper 
their % e a Spark from the red-hor Iron, 
eating it upon the Anvil, flew in the 
Thatch, which borh het Smith and his Neighbdun 


ſaw, but had not Power tö move towards it ; which 

probeptly burnt down the Smith's . * Houſe, and 

all his Goods. Phis Mr. Clark Fr ed upon cheit 

Conſcicnces; but nothing Nic, revail, till, a 

laſt, upon a S#hhath-day at Night, when the 'y were 
18 121 


their ſeveral Homes, here was hoard d 


Town, which was accampanied with ſuch a Smell 
guilty Conſcjences ſuggeſted to them, that the De. 


not till now, they began to think N 
a Reformation. 

Mr. Clark, in his Examples, tells of one 
Abperly, odly Miniftec in Hurres upof ye th 
who Dk ORs en to reprove and threetel 
Sabhgt Þbreaber's efpeciatly A, as fold ol 
boug | Mop gen 8 barbs Mornings, « By 
lace. devertheleh 


Men 
Saen (os it BN 
of the the Town, end forth Lows Mgr on £78 


of the Sabbath, | Gz 
ay Morning 3 but; as he rerumed with both his 
ands full, in the mid of the * he fell _ 


url ded. f was (faith Dr Trav) 51 
ſs, both of his Fall Burial: : it 

od thereby to wk, ome i eformation, 4 

long the Butchers an 3 

Allo he relates from one Eaulctney, Mins. 

xr of Brirford near Kali burn, a fearful Example 

God 1. JRun the Year 1655. A. 


the Morning, went to Carin gdon Park, to cut 


2. Hart, entring into the City of Sa 
, ane of the Cart-wheels fell into . w bich 
ade the young Txeœ in the Cart (which thoy bad 


Mow on the Head, that it beat out you 
e iuſtautly died on the Place, and 1 
arſy) * of 1 hath @ 
atheniſn Sport, and wilful 

bbarh ; whilt be maketh * 


5 and 


uind that 


Thi 


* of executing bis Fury. The Author 

„ that he diligen larly e af after 5 Ttuch 
= Matter, at hi Sarum, anil 
wy godly and credible Perſons, ho had ſeat 
td SpeRacle, in his Hearing, atteſtod it to he 
4 above narrated. 


w bin He was 


tbe Maypole next Lord a. day 


— of Heart, aud Dizaineſs in 2 


* Gchring Help to carry bim to He 
al before whe Tv ay comm: * 1 


14 


prophane 
ompan) of young Men, on the Lord's-day, carly 
own a May pole; and baving loader the Cart with 


ple for a May#0le) to give a great Surge on ons 
ide, fo that it ſtruck one of the any 3 a 


y there, - 
mg 1s —5 
ad ales for their Sport and Paſtinge, ro 4 


Ae, in the County of — ove Famard 

din, a Gentleman, having been pained is 

is Fee, and being reap gr recovered, one fait , 
5 ſee him ſo nimble. An . 

b replied, hat he doubred not bait co f,, 

| but, be 

„ that Place, he Wes ſmitten”. 


—— —ꝛ——— — — — _ 


ſter, chat one day was prexching, and carne 


them: But, when the People came out from tl 
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Dr. it, on the Shu, tells; That at à Pla 
called T iĩdmorih, on the Sabbath day, many being 
met together to play at Foot-ball in the Chung 
yard, one had his eg broke, which preſently ge 
grening, he forthwith died thereof Likewif: & 
Alceſter in Warwick-ſpire, n luſty young Womg 


(upon the coming forch of ti Declaration for S pn 
went, on the Sabbath*#ny, to 4 Green not far off 
where ſhe ſaid, fie would dance as long as Di 
could ſtand: But, while ſhe was dancing, Cod ratio 
ſtruck her with « violent Diſeaſe,” whereof, witheMec® 
two or three days after, ſhe died.” Al 
Deu in bis Theatre, writes of a certain No 
bleman, that ufed to go a Hunting of the Lord's 
days, in FPime of Sermon, who had a Child by hi 
Wite, wich a Head like a Dog; and it bowl 


Icke a Hound. 21 * RORY 
I ſhall conclude with ohe Example more fron 
Mr. Clark. He gives Acxount of à god!y Mink 


profiing the $anftificiion of the SabbarÞ, 1nd, 
is Sermon, he had Ocraſon to make Mention d 
that Mam, that, by the ſpecial Com mand ment 
God, was ſtoned re Death, for gathering Sticks & 
the Sa hat h. lay. Mhereupom one in the Tong 
gation was ſo wicked as to riſe up and laugh; ye 
made all the haſte he could out of the Church, 
went to gathering of Sticks, tho' he had no need i 


Sermon, they found him in their Wav, lying ttt 
dead, with the Bundle of Sticks in his Arm 
Theſe Inſtances of divine Vengeance infli®<d upd 
the Prophaners of the Lord's day, may contribu 
very much to confirm us in the Belief of the diss 
Inſtitution of this Ho/y-day ;'and Iikewiſe may ies 
to. warn all Ranks and Degrees of Perſons, to g 
againſt the Contempt and Violation of the Ln 
br The Lord indeed exerciſeth great Laß 

aficring and Patience towards muy ee 


* 


66 Of the divine Toyſtieution 
ting his Feet on a rich Table of his Meters ha 
fell a weeping ; and being asked the Reaſon of 
he ſaid, It war to fee th Table hit Maſter / 1 
efteemed, now made a Foctſtool. And may »ot W Sar 
weep to ſee the Day that God hath honow:d ad hay 
blefſed, and for which he is ſo highly concerned Wl fir 
become a Foot. ſtool; arid trampled on by fo mm ver 
prophanc Perſons in dur Days? To be ſure, Col egy 
will not fit with fuch open Affronts as he owMhrypi 
from ſome in this Matter. = FT 

Thus, I think, I have demonſtreted* the 1/-r alin My?! 
of the Fonr:h Command, and the divine In tiruti{Melor 
of the Lord's-day for our Chriſtian Sabbath: which bye 
by neceſſary Conſequence, proves the Abolition M ed 
the Fewſh ſenenth-day Sabbath + For, tho then 
were no other Scripture-warrant for aboliſhing de 
old Sabbath, (which nevertheleſs there is, a: | they: 
ed before) yet, {ceing it is evident, that our Lad 
Feſus Chriſt, the Lord of the Sabbath, hath, by bi 
ReſurreQion, Example and Authority, for ever 
eonſecrated the firft Day of the Week, tor the folem 
Remembrance and Celebration of the Lori; Rel 
from the great Work of Redemption, and of thit 
. Deliverance wrought by him for lo 

rid, and thereby hath ſet apart the fir /? ay in 
our Sabbath : Then, of courſe, the old /ever:th Day 
mult cede, and refign its Sanctity to it, and bc if 
over abrogated The Chriſtian Sabbath muſt nt 
_ ceſlarily extinguiſh rhe Je-iiſb, ſee ing two 532) cali”: 
days cannot Rand in Force together: For, by wF 
tue of the Fourth Command, there is but onc Dy 
of ſeven to be obſery'd' for the Sabbath, one Dif 
only after fix Working-days, and not two after fre 
And, fince it is the ancient and atirepealed luſti 
tion of God, that Men ſhould labour fix days # 
the Week, and obſerve but one day for the W 
bath; then furely, if we ſhoald labour but five D 
& the Week, and keep r2wo for the Sa 
would expretly violue thy Law ; 80 tha 110 17 


2. 
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lien nec ds to have the leaſt Scruple about the Ab- 
+ Wl cogation of the Jeiſt Salat. 
WM - But cho' che ſeventh Day be now diveſted of its 
we Sant icy, and hath no more Claim to the Sabbath; 
nd baring refigned all its Dignity and Privileges to the 
<0 WM 6:4 day of the Week, the New-Zeſtament Sabbath $ 
er Gill it hath che Honour of uſhering it in, and of 
bing as a Prepatation-day for it. As the Fewifh 
gen pical Worſhip' uſher'd in the Evangelical ſpiritual 
Worſhip, ; and the Jewiſb Deliverances from 2 
git and Babylon were preparatory to tage more 
glorious and general one from Hell and Deſtruction 
by Je, Chriſt, which. is this day commemora- 
ed ; So che Feweſh ſenenth-day Sabbath; ſerves 
o uſher in, and, prepare us for the glovious 
Fſtic of the Chriſtian Sabbath, winch is 
to continue, while Chreſt hath a Church upon. 
Arth; being the only day appointed to be , 
in R:ncmbrance of him, and as ſerving to uſherin, 
and prepare us for that far more glorious and ccle- 
tial $4662: above, which ſhall never have an End. 
O then endeavour by all Means to get and Keep 
Ip a hich Eſteem of the Lord's-day, that day 
much God hath exalted above all the days of the 
Meek, and above all che Jeaiſih Sabbaths arid Fe- 
Meals whttſomever. Of them, in Compariſon of 
be Lord's-day, we may ſay in Allufion to that 
Nord, Heb." 1. 11, 12. They periſb; but thou re- 
amet, and they all wax old like a Garment; and 
WaVeilnre thor haſt folded them up, and they are 
hanged ; hit thou ſhalt (maugre all the Mallce of 
len and Devils) continue the ſame, and thy Tart 
as nor fail. Theſe were but as Morning-ters,* 
dulber in the Sum Other Feſtivals, in all cheir 


Wyalt7, are not atuyed like thee.” All the Gtaces 
up in hee All the Ordinances conſpire ts 
JE then 5 the Sucred Tri di ' detiphe in 
r 
ee de ee des, e, 
ö | 'S 


\ 


ir 


. 
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is it dons ro the day which the King of a 
2 ro honour + And what ſhall be done u 
the Man that delighteth © diſhonour and put Cop, 
tempt upon thee? = r< 

Savcly, a God coe nor Bola bim gui, ie, th 
breaks. the Third Commutrdment, y telling bit 
Nam uu bain ; fo he will not hold im guiltleſ 
chat dreake the Fourth Commandment, by ip-ning 
hie dey in vain. And tho* the Brealurs of thi 
Commaendraent may efcave Puniſhment from Mes 
or may even eſrape outward Judgments from Cod 
wn this World; yet there is a day coming, when hy 
with exli chem to Account for it. Oh Sinners ! the 
Day of the Lord is like to be a dreadful Jay ts 
you wit defpiſe the Tord's-duy. 
n QUESTION. VI. 
What i that Proportion of Time, which 35 b 

No 5 7 and allowed for the Sabbach day! 

: A wen dot it begin and end: 

ANS TER. 


The Fourth Command requires one day in evy 
Sevens by which we arc not to underſtand only the 
00 


artifieal Day, from Sun riüng to Sun-ſetti 
from the Break of day, until the Darkneſs of the 
Night come on, and chiak then the Sabbath 1: de 
and that we ere na longer bound to abſtaln frod 
our o n Werks: And far leſs are we i» think thit 
the Sabbath is no longer than the Time of public 
Worſhip: doth laſt 3 and that we are at Freecom 
from the Work and Duties of the Cala, wich 
thas i over + This ſore fay in Words, and a 


- 


henenfon Bike, if 26 move. Time be allowed fr 
tho Sabbath, but de Time of publick Wetikips 
then it d follow, that God requires no private 


| Nr day, Gba theſe will 
n But chat cannst 7 


of the Lord's Day. 5g 
rivate and ſecret Duties be required of uz 
Weck days, then much more en the u 


Again, it would follow, that ſome muſt keep 
ger 5:bbaths, and others ſhorter ; nay, the d- 
Lb of many ſhall not be above an Hour or two of 
ke day; for there are Miniſters and People who 
& ſcarce ſo long at publick Warſhip. Hut rhe 
bole day is the Lord's, and not « Pert only: You 
ill have your Servants to work the whote ſix 
'eek-days —— from Morning to Night, and 
wt be contented with their working an Hour or two 
y of theſe days: So neither ſhould you yield !efs 
God, than you require for your ſelves. Nay, if 
ttendance on the publick Worſhip were all that 
requiſite this day, by virtue of the Command, it 
„could follow, that a Man would be lobſed from the 
y Obligation of the Command, if he were in 3 Place 
f the World, where God is not publickly wor- 
Bur a theſe Things * abſurd, I do, upo 
olid Ground, afſert, That the wholc natural day, 
onſiſt ing of Twenty four Hours, is to be ſer apart 
bor the Sabbath day; and, that wo ought: to meafure 
his day, and begin and end it, as we do other 
ys, that is, from Midnight to Aſidnig ht; dup- 
Ing which Time we are to abſtain from our own 
Norks, and fanfiifice the Zord's Sabbath For the 
Fort: Command binds us to conſecrate the ſeventh. 
Part of every Week to the Lord, who challengeth 
| ſpecial Propriety in oe of ſever:,and aſſerts his juſt 
Tile thereto, ſaying, The ſoventh day is the Tord e: 
And alſo, Taz. 2 13. he expreily calls it, Av 
day. It is all Holy ; and therefore no Pare 
mult be * haned or applied to common II fes 
k is Al che Lord's; and ſo it is unlawful for us to 
33 of any Part of it, and alienate it to our pri- 
te Uls, | 


XN ATI 


5 
— 
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. ObjeGion, But who is able to ſpend the wih 
Twenty four Hours in religions Duties ? 
+ Anſwer, 1 do not ſay that this is to be dow 
without any Interm iſſion; for we do not this in 6; 
lowing our Employments on other days: A du 
Proportion of every day is to be referred f the ny 
tural Support of our Bodies, and particular fy 
moderate eating and fleefrng, which are I:r(; of 
Nece/ſay. and muſt be allowed on the S 
well as other days; with this Difference on thy 
whereas they are done on other days, to chat us 
for Labour, they are to be done on the Sa, 
ſtrengthen us for holy Dutics ; and ſo cannot pro 
ly be called our own Forks: Neither can the co | 
ing thereof be called a taking of God's Time to out Ml © 
wn Uſe, ſince this contributes to our better ſpend | 
ing of Gca's Time, and is truly neceſſary for God's . 
Service on the Sabbath, But, beſides the I me rw: 1 
quifite for the Works of Neceſſity and Mercy, tu“! 
whole natural Day, a above deſcribed, is by 
unto the 7.9rd, and bought to he employed n .] 
giouſ Duties And not a Part of the day only, boi Ne 
Sableub Morning and Sabbath Night, ſhould bei © © 


tin Prayer and "Praiſes, as is plain trom the Ih 
92d Pſalm, which is intituled, I Pſalm 1» Soup bh. 
& 


for the Sabbath-day, v. 1. and 2. we are told 
That, It it good to give Thanks unto the Lori 7 
and to ſhem forth his loving Kindneſs in , Mor: | 


Ving, and his Faithfulneſs every Nigh'. But mag 
of this afterwards, when I come directly to treat d © 


the Saudctiſic ation of the Sabbath. And before! . 
do this, I judge it neceſſary to anſwer ſome Ce. 4 


ons brought againſt the Morality of the Sabbai ll © 
and the Change of the day. = 
- Nuakeri, Familiſts, and Others holding h T% 
ther is no Difference of days, and ſo denying the War ' 


lizine Authority of che Sabbarb, I ſhali cn“ 
what they ſay. he . - ” WE 


4 


Son 


ile Lova*s Day. T1 


Sme Objettions ogainfs the former Doctrine Au- 


ſered. l 


Obo. . Every Day ought to be a Sabbath 70 
a Chriitian, and ſo there 2s no Need of a ſe: Day. 

Anfier, Tho' Chriſtians ſhould ferve God, and 
walk with him every day 5 yet they carnot make 
every dey a Sabbath for the publick Worſhip of 
God, fince God calls them to other neceſſary Work 
and Buſineſs thereupon, which are inconſiſtent with 
the . olemn ſpiritual Employment of the Sab- 
bat}. 

(Qtek, z. Paul, 2% Hit Ffiſtievo the Galatians 
and cl/rwhere, condemns the Obſervation of Days 
unde, [156 New Teſtament. 

/inf*r. he Apoſtle ſpeaks only of the Fewefh 
Saua and Feſtivals, which were Shagows 
Thinzs e come, and aboliſhed by Chriſt's coming; 
But not of the Lord day, which the Apoſtle him- 
elf oherved, and did particularly recommend to 
the Galaizans their Obſervation, x Cor. xvt. 
6 8. 

jet. 2, The Sabbath was gicen as a Type or 
dien only ro the Jews; therefore it muſt be aho» 
blh2d weh the veſt of their Types and Cæremo- 
Wes. "To, 

Arnſi, i. The Sabbath is indeed ſaid to be gi- 
hen ana 51gn betwixt God and his People, Tek. 
W. iz. Bur that is not confined to the People of 
the 7. 15, (except as to the Seventh-day Sabbath 
mly, of which I ſpoke before) but ta be extended 
5.1 (07's People, to the End of the World. 

2, bete is a great Difference betwixt a Sign 
Win Ceremony, which is an altcrable Thing: 
The Raub is called a Sign, Ger. ix. God's 
oral 'recepts are culled Signs, Deut. vi. 8. Yet 
ne wil ſay that theſe are Cerec monies, or alte 
rule Things. | » a 


i E 4 3. Some 
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3. Some Signs are Ceremonial and alterable, 
ethers are Moral and ual : The Sabbath | 
not 4 Sign of the firſt, but of the latter gott. (4 
deed, all the Signs and Types of the Sacrifice 9 
the Moſſaub, and of Fuſtification by Chriſt to come. 
were all nailed to the Crofs with him, and «bty 
ared, But all Signs were not of this E ind, the 
ine is given as a Sign of the Worlds I» 
ferratirm from a Deluge, and is perpetus!. Tha 
Ten Commandments are given as probative Sip 
uf our Obedience, end are perperual, and { is the 
Sabbath. Indeed the Sabbath is 4 move eculin 
Sign chan any of the reſt of the Commands: and 
therefore is emphatically called aSign ſeveral Time 
in Scripture, - AY 
I. It is a Sign of God's f 
to his People: I he Sabba 
Privilege to them s for which Nebem: ah gira 
God T in a Tpecial Manner, NH . 4 
which more aſterward. | 

2. It is 2 Sign of that eternal Reft above, provi 
ded for the People of God. 
3. The Religious Obſervation of the $a%bart i 
a declarative Sign of our SarAification ; th-refore 
it 1s faid, Brod. XXXi. and Ee. 8 Tat che 
Lord gave his People Sabbaths and Signs, chat tv 
might know, that he was the Lord that {anti 
them. 80 that it is plain from theſe, tat ind 
Sabbath is u Sign to us as well as to the Jeu. | 

Object. 4. Bur, ſay Quakers aud other Seiit 

rees, there is no Holeneſs in days, one T wnic i 
berier than another; and thereſore the Sabbath 
aoth not differ from other days zu the Hoh. 
Anu. I grant, one Dav is not holicr than 49% 
ther in it felf, (as one Place is not more bo 


ial Love and even 
is 4 great Bleri2g and 


its own Nature than another) yet it may e hols 
in reſpec of its Uſe. Thus the Ga , hl 
g relative Holineſs in it, as it is defigned d, I 
propriated to God's Uſe and Service, and w__ 
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mu nat be alier ated to Ufes of nur vn: For this 
would be Sacrilege, which is a hemous Crime, 
Hence it is, that the Lord doth expreſly call the 
Sabbach, a Holy-day, Va. viii. x3. | 

Object. 5. But (ſay they) doth God require us 
u be move Religaons and Godly at one T ime than 
another ? | 

Anrſw. There are fome Times, that God requires 
as to give our ſelves more to Religion, and to cx» 
preſs '© more by outward Acts of Worſhip, than 
at other Times. I grant, that we ought always to 
de Religious, and to ferve and worſhip God every 
day of the Week ; But God, in his Wiſdom, hath 
though: fit to ſet apart a certain Seaſon, wherein he 
requires more of the folemn, external and viſible 
Exerciſes of Religion, and Performance of holy 
Duties, han at other Times: 'The Reaſons of 
his fo doing, I mentioned before. 


Some Objections againſt the Change of the Day 
Anſered. 


Object, 1. The Seventh-day Sabbaih war infli- 
tured in be State of Innocency; therefore it as to 
te heli , Moral, and uunalt able. 

Hel. The Inttitution of the Sabbath, or Con- 
lecration of cue Day in Seven to the Lord, may 
be kence conc luded Mora and perpetual, fince the 
Reaſon and Ground of it is fuch, as was ſhewed 
beture; But it will not follow, that che Determi- 
nation of the preciſe Day of the Week is Moral 
md unzlierable alſo, fince the Lavgider who ap- 
poin*..c{ ir, not only could, but actually hath a her- 
6d it, as was ſhewed already. Every 'Thing that 
God did bis gy forbid our firſt Parents in à State 
of Innocency, was not aral, or unalterably Good 
or Evil in it (elf, 8s ap from che Inſtance 
prohibiting to eat of = Tree of Knowledge of 
Td aud Ruit; this was « Law mcerly ory 
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and alterabte in it felt. Laſtiy, Tho' the Sabbath 
of the Seventh-day was appointed in the State g 
Innocency, and probably would have continued u 
alterably, if the Fall had not interveened, and a0 
greater Work than that of the Creation had berg 
wronght: Yet atter the Fall, God made the / 
dem h. day Sabbath peculiar to the old OE cen 
my or Diſpenſation of the Covenant, and altcrable 
together with it, upon his accompliſhing the fu 
more glorious Work of our Redemption. 

Object. 2. The liraclites are enjoined bern 
the Sabbath throughout their Generati port 

rpetual Covenant, Exod. xxx1. 16. 

Anſfw. r. This may be underſtood of the Sb 
hath indeſinitely, and nor of the Seventh-d:y Sab- 
bath. 

2. Granting the Seventh-day Sabbath weren 
here, yet the Perpernty attributed to it, is nor Ab 
ſolute but Periodical, denoting only a great Lenęth 
of Time; for fo we find it afcribed to Ci unc 
fion, the Shew-hread, and other Things which wer 
ro be aboliſhed. 
Object. 3. There as uo enpraſt Precept for beet 
ang the Chriſtian Sabbath an the New Test 
ment. 

Anfe. 1. The Lord doth not give expreſ Com 
mand for every particular Duty in his Word, bu 
hath thought it ſufficient ta afford us plain Scrips 
ture Conſequences, whence we may gather it. 

2. There was no Need of any new expre's Fre 
cept to be left on Record, ſince all Chriſtians under 
fiend themſelves to be exprefly obliged by tis 
Fourth Command, «©» obferve ove Day of 27108 a 
2 S#bbgth unto the 7.ord. And for the parricuia 
Day, the Example of Chriſt, and of his A; e 
{who delivered nothing but what they 
from their Maſter, 1 Cor. xi. 23.) was ſuflicient u 
enter the Church upon che uniform Oplervatie 
thereof: And being once begun, chey coul not 5 
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ay miſtake in the Continuance of it. The'Serip- 
ute indced mentions the Change of the Day, ard 
the keeping of the Chriſtian Sabbath, but brietly 
1nd by ſhort Hints, becauſe it was's Thing univer- 
ally notour to the whole Church. 4 

Theſe Things concerning the Morality and per- 
gerual Obligation of the Law for the Szhbath ber 
ine promiſed, I come,in.the next Place, to the chief 
Thins which L deſigned to bandle, 242, The Sam 
Hitcation of the Sabbath: And there to ſhew 
pe. acularly, how this Holy Day mould be ſanctiß. 
ed in due and ſuitable Manner. 


0 <—a-— — 


ln e 
Cenrernmg the Sonttification of the Sabbath, 


a CO _— ___— 


Here is a Twofold Sanctification of the Sabbath, 
mentioned in the Fourth Command; the ons 
by God, the other by Man. 9 
As tor the Firſt, God hath already ſanctiſied it, 
28 is recorded in the cloſe of the Command, The 
Lort dle the Sabbath-day and hallowed tt, 
His blc/ing and hallowing the Day, are both of 
the lame Import, and ſignify theſe two Things. 
1. The Lord's diſtinguiſhing this Day from 4+ 
hers, and his ſetting it apart from common: unte 
Jacred Uſes and Employments. He hath honoured 
t with his Royal Stamp, and conſecrated it for the 
Work 65 Heaven. x 
2. His pitching upon the Sabbath as the Da 
Where he ,doth remarkably bleſs and ſanét! 
Men, by - filling his Ordinances with the {pecial 
Bling: and Graces of his holy Spirit, and making 
them #Hetual to our Sanc u fication. . 
Tu is a bleſſed Day, and a Day of Pleſſiag: For, 
* 1t is Gur Duty on this day to meet e wo 
| I 3 
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Concerning the Sanfiification 


bleſs God; fo it is God's Promife this day to may 
with ws arid bleſs us. He will rai: Bieflinss yn 
the Obſervers of his Sabbat h, grant them bis be 
Fonce, and make them ſoyful in his Houſe & 

Praver. 

As to the Second, The Sanctification of he $1h. 
bath, which is required of us, this is either Nos 
rid or Poſiuive. The Firſt corfiſts in a Þoiy Reft: 
the Second in holy Everciſer upon the da 
Before I proceed to handle theſe, I hall ly 
down ſome Cautions for the right underſtening of 
the Fourth Command, and for preventing Millake, 
Wherc fore, when God doth here appoint us {ix Day 
of ths Week for our Labour, and one Day for hi 
Worſhip, we muſt-not think, that it is God" 
Meaning, 1/?, That no Part of our ſix days is t: 
be ſpent in * Exerciſes; for, under the Lay, 
there were ſet Portions of every Day conſccratct 
to divine Worſhip, in the Tabernacle and Temple 
Nor 2&lv, doth he mean, that no whole dx 
beſide the Sabbarh, may be fer apart for implo 
ring God's Mercy in Time of Diſtreſs; or retutr 
Ing Thanks to God for ſome ſpecial} Favour or Us 
tiverance, when the Providence of God calls us th 
it: For we find God himſelf enjoining the Obſer 
vation of othe days beſide the Seventh, £r0f 
xxxrv. Leu. xxin. Num. xxviii. and commanding 
Ceſſation from Labour on theſe days. Tr is not tht 
Deũgn of the Fourth Command to lay us under t 
peremprory or indiſpeniible Obligation of abo 
ng all the fix days throughout; But only to en 
join us not to labour on any other day but thek 
fix days; and to do all our Works upon em, fo 
4s we be not hindred from ſerving God in : ſolem 
Manner on the fepenrh, 5 | 


Cancers 
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. '$ECT1ON I. 
* WW onerning ebe Holy Reg reguijite upon rhe Sol 
bat!: | 


5 This Holy Reſt upon the Sabbath, conſiſts in 4 
„ Wie! Abliinenco from all worldly Employmens 
and Recreations ; and from whatever Work Bui 
ee Aion, that may any ways prove a Hinde- 
x rance to the Worſhip and Service of God upen that 
. day. bis is plain, not only from the Fourth 
WCommnd it felt, but from many other Scriptures, 
v Wparticularly Jer. xvii. 24. Iſa. lviii. 13. 

i ſel! here propoſe ſome Queſtions upon this 


"Wert ject io be anſwered. 

* QUESTION L 

0 re 1s fors of Warks lawful on the Sabbarh-dag. 
pi ANSWER. 


There are Three Sorts of Works ordinarily ex- 
epted, £3 not prohibited by the fourth Command, 
bis. The Works of Picey, of Alerazy, and Neve 


vod, 

zo ny. 7 - | 

1 Its Works of Piety, that is, fuch - bodily 
5 5 Lakers 25 are neceſſury and ſubſervieat 
he performance of divine Worſnip, or conmbans 


d Order or Deceney therein; theſe arc lawful am 


* cceſſary on rhe Sebbarb-dey, ſuch were i eb 
T5 ww of Be aſta, aid Preparing of Sucrũ- 
em „e 020470 12 


is of ene waki 
* Pip, Ghe under the Law. 


78 Concerning the nog ative Lanctiſ casi 
ringing of Bells, and the like, are Jawful on the 


Sabbath-day. * %  * 
2aly, Works of 1Mercy and Charity are lawfy 
this Day, yes, and nece#Fary alſo 4 for ſeeing thi 
Sabbath is inſtituted as a Memorial of Gad! Grey 
Love and Mcrcy to vs, we are bound, upor: it, u 
fhew Cherity both to the Souls and Bodies f Men, 
aud Mercy to the very Beaſts alſo So r 7 
ferding our Boie, our Braſte; uud uling liga 
ſur #he helÞ of Man on 'Beaſ! im a ſtreſ*, Aid Pee 
Ser 1ng of 'rhetr Lieth biſitint the 3-1 mi 
king ColleFtions for "thr Poor, and the ht an 
Jawiul on the Syubbarh-day For, as che Few 
had Alluwance for theie under the Laws be 
we now under the Golpel. | 
_ aaly, Works of, Neceſſity and great Core neu! 
which could not be foreſeen, nor provided againk 
the Day before, nor-- cannot be delayed to another 
Day, fuch as, fiving from Ene mier, or de{rrding 
ant feties againſt them,” yit1chins of Fir, are 
fing of Meat, purting on our Cloaths, and the like, 
theſe are alſo lawful on rhe Subbath. The Ma 
cabees, of old, did not decline to Fight on the St 
bath-day 5 nor did the Jeu long before thei 
Days. For, the Few?ſþ Writers tell us, That the 
Overthrow of Jericho was on be Jal bath, which 
alio feems to be founded upen Foſh. vi. 5, $i 
where it is faid, They ſhall compaſy' the City 4 
Days; and on the Seventh-day, the Walls 5f int 
City ſpall fall towny and the People ſhall aſceui 
12 every Man ſtraig ht before him.  Ociy take 
eſe Cautiun concerning fuch Works, ſce that the 


vir 
. 


Ncceflity be ral and not pretende d, and that e 
have no ſecret Complatency in its falling d . 
Take heed, that it be not 4 Neceftity of your e 
bringing, and which you might have foricer and i 
veuted the week before,” And when 5 weg 
ding theſe Works of Neceffiry and Mere, my $ 
1 4: 


wat” to keep your Hearts in's ſpiritual Tan 
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ach 25 You can, and Muddy to. do them withem 
ving Scandal or Offence to others, and then dit- 
wich them as ſoon as poſſible ye can, that ye ma) 
nend the main Work of the Day. 


QUESTION u. 
What e theſe Works and Aﬀions then, from 


at e, 200 muſt reſt and alſtaiu uon the Sab- 
Try It c « | P g 
14. | | 

e 


40 We muſt not only take ſpecial Care this Day we 

bſtain from all ſuch fintul Works and Actions as 
en ful upon any Day; but we muſt alſo ref 
unt Won alt oddly Bufincls and Actions, whether 
ther Nn ploy tn nts or Recceations, altho' they be Tuch as 
ling re lau ful on other Days. Bur more particularly, 
!re 1. VV muſt reſt from all Sorts: of ferbile. Work: 
ike, WF worldly Imployments that tend to our Profit or 
ar WWdvantige, ſuch as, making of Journeys, Mev - 
Sb 0112241205 or travelling to Markets, carrying of 
bet uren, Fiſbeng, going of Mills; Plonghing, Sour- 
che e, Refers, &c. and in a word, al! Parts of Meng 
ach diner, Callings, fee Nehem. xiii. 16, 1, 18. and 
Sp" owarcds, {2 choſe days ſaw TI in Fudah fome 


ran, ine Presse on the Sabbath, and bring 


in Sheaves, and lading Met, as alſo rue 
rapes, and Figs, and all manner of Burdens 
bich they brought iuto Jeruſalem on the Kal 
Hua. And I teftified again(} them in the day 
rein :boy (old Vittuals. —- There dwelt Mem 
Tyre 21s therein; whichbrought Fiſh and all 


wen. d wth rhe Nobles of Juaab, and faid 
Wo ther, what evil Thing is this chat ye do, 
1 Eraſaus the Sabbath-day * Did not , 

n 


emer © Ware and fold on the Sabbath unto rhe. 
Wares of Fudab, and in Jeruſalem. — Then 


Bo Concerning the negative Sanitification 
#bers thus, ani did u, ou God brings all thi: Ai 
ab uf; and upon rh City ? Yet ye bring w 
Wrath 1por Jfrac! by profaning the Sabbath, & 
The Ferws were firifily prohibited + d6 « 
Work this day, even the leaſt Work of any gon 
Munna muſt not be gathered, wr a few /tich 
Fire, nay the Materials for the Tabernacle mal 
mor be prepared this day, Exod: xx%i. nor mn 
thing that might be delayed or done uphm anothe 
day. This Ceſſation was ſhadowed forth by d 
River in Juda, called he Sabbatical Nur be 
cauſe it dryed up and ceafed from running er 
Sabbath-day, which not only Jaſepbut fpraks « 
hut alſo Pliny, Auruſtus Ce/ar in his Letter 
Tiberins, and others. Let none think chat fuch 
total Ceſſation from ſecular Buſineſs would tend 
their worldly diiad vanta ge, for none were ever la 
in this Reſpect, by laying aſide their own Laba 
10 attend God's Worſhip and Service upon his d 
day. As God took cart of {fans Safety, bi 
they came up to Jeruſmiem three times « Vear vi 
attend the ſolemn Feaſts which be had init:icuted 
ſo that at thels Times, none of their Enemit 
ſhould make any attack upon them, ot { muchs 
Deſire their Cities, according to his Promile i 
Exod. xxxiv. 24. ſo will that fame God, by 
kind and watchfu! Frovideuce, take care, that l 
People ſuſtam no Damage in their worldly A fu 
through their dutiful Obſervation of bis Holy 
Nay, on the contrary, they have found this Urafin 
to be even profitable to chem, with Roipent t 


>” mg wurward temporal Eſtate: And there 


| Ground to think it will always be ſo. K 

> more: conicientions any Man is in fancti fying u 
Saivarb-day, the greaver Blefiing he may exps 
from God upon his Labour on the fr a 2 
it is nor your den Labour vr Tei, wth 
Seim of God chat: maketh Rich, Pro". % * 
Judge Hals, and other godly Berkous, hav: wn 


f the Fallatb. 8 
de Truth 


of this Point from their own Expert 
e, 25 I have ſhewed before. 5 
The Lord, in his Word, is very peremptory and 
articular in enjoining, this Ca ation from La- 
bur on the Sabbath s and becauſe he. knows the 
aperneſs, Of Mens Hearts upon the World, - and 
eir Readineſs to, eneroach upon his Holy-day 
ith their worldly - Labour, he condeſcends upott 
le Seaſons wherem they have meſt Tentation 
-reto, and requires them in earing time and in 
ar, to reſt on the Sabbath, Exod. xxxiv. 21, 
do thoſe be the Times when we are moſt throng 
th worldly Buſineſs, yet he will have, us in 
nat thereof, punctually to obſerve the Sabbath 
| prefer the pleaſure f Communian with God 
bis Ordinances, to the Joy of Haxveſt, and to 
ect hat Harveſt-work will proſper the better for 
r religious Obſervation of the Sabbath in Har- 
time. Alſo the Lord ſpecißes theſe Seaſons, 
cauſc then we are under greater Obligations *'© 
iet keeping of the Sabbath, than at other times. 
au, . i N 7 a f X , 
it, The Bodies of Servants and Cattle are more 
led then, than at other times, and ſo have the 


ore need of Reſt. 


00, People then have leſs Time to worſhip God 


their Families and Cloſets on ee days, becauſe 
the greatneſs of their Labour, and therefore 
p need to improve the Sabbath the more dili- 
(ly, : pr ng: 
30% in Harveſt we partake more of the Fruits 
God's Bounty, than at other tires 5 and there- 
ſhould be the more thankful ro God for his 
ſercies, and efpecially, for Chriſt the Mercy of 
ercies. who alone doth both purchaſe and 

deten all aur Mercies to us. 
Now, is it not Marter of deep Regret, that (not- 
ichſtand ing God's ſpecial Command, and our 
ufo! Obligation. * contrary) our Churches 
| NE  _ 
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82 0 Of the nevative Santtification 
in many Places ſhould be hinner, and Piel 
thronger with idle People wandring there in ti 
F Hirvelt, than at other times of the Yea» ? 
” DbjeR. When rhe Weather in tnſtaſseutie: 
rempeſtuous through the week, doth it not berg 
un Mork of Neetrffery to ſow vr reap on the all 
for e of- Food to Hau and Neaſt 
| nf. If tome particular Mens Corns were | 
hazard of being carried away, or loſt by the In 
dation of a River, or the Iſs. it were 4 work | 
Neceſſity to endeavour the Preſervation of them 
on the Sabl auth; becauſe the Diſpenſation i« ext 
ordinary, the Caſe not common nor general, a 
the Namape irrecoverable in an ordinary way. | 
us ſor ſowing, reaping, or gathering in upon! 
Sabbath (whatever be pretended from the Sea 
or Weather far it) I judge it unlawful, becauſe f 
Caſe is common and general, the Hazard pr 
cceds from tbe ordinary Providence of G0 
and there is Ground to expect God's ſending bet 
Weather, according to his gracious Promiſe, h 
we ought not to diſtruſt, Gen. ix. 22. Filet 
Earth remaineth, Seeduime and Harveſt all u 
ceaſe. Rut if any diſtruſt God's Word, and 
croach upon his Holy-day with their 1,2bour, k 
them conſider that God can caſtly blaſt th Wor 
of their Hands, and cait their Buſineſs carther 
hind than their Neighbours, who belicve and u 
upon the Lord. I have a certain Account of 57 
Farmer in this Nation, not. many Years ag, vi 
in Harveit-time, (the Weather having been * 
bad igr lame time before, and proving {air and 4 
on Sarurday and the Lord's-gday) would ua 
capſe bis Servants yeke his Horſes, and al te 
Leading of his Corns upon the Sabbath Heng 
but it pleaſed the Lord that he ſoon got c 
Work to do; fox that very Night his Houle g 
Gaoeds took Fire,” and ſe their Labour qui 
e pped, all Hands being called to be inn ploye 


cueas 
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quenching; of the Fire; many other Inſtances might 
de ofvenn. Bur I proceed. 
if W- muſt reft not only from all worldly Em- 
ployments on the Sabbath, but alſo from all 2wor/d- 
ls Recreations; according to the word of God, and 
ir Conſeſhon of Faith and Catechiſms; But this 
Point being much impugned andadiſputed by many; 
| ſhall! handle it as diſtinctly and fatisfyingly as I 
cm 
Recreations are twofold, ſome arc Natural and 
neceſſary, ſuch as the refreſhing our Bodies wich 
Meat, Drink and Sleep. Thefe are Recreation: 
we cannot live or do Bufineſs without upon any day; 
und therefore are both lawful and neceſſary upon 
the Sablath; eſpecially, ſince we are theruby better 
diſpoſed for performing the Durzes of the day. | 
Bur 2Aly, There are Recreations which arc V- 
Iuntary and not Neceſſary, freely ch ſen by People 
for their bodily Pleaſure and Diverſion 3 ſuch as 
ge Paſiimes, or Gamer, whether more publick, 
or more private, ſuch as {laying at Cara, Dice, 
ae) e, Kc. or any fort of Carnal Muck, 
aich as Werſtling. Singing, or playing on an In- 
nd , or putting off the Time with nor ldly 
ut, ll Conner, Jeſtiug, Laughing, telling idle Stories, 
Vol %% 2.19 ratkine zdly in the Streets, or ſeling 
er Mer THaſurt in the Field, tho! it be after publick 
d Worſhio is over. Now, all ſuch Recreation being 
our own Works, and for our own Pleaſure, and not 
Subſervicnt ro the Duties of God's Hunſbip, but 
Hindrances thereto, arc uniawtul on the Sabbath- 
gay, as being exprefly contrary to that Reſt re- 
quired in che fourth Command, and to chat plain 
Ford 'n J. lvili, 13, 14. 1f thou turn away thy 
Foot jo; the Sabbath, from doing thy Pleaſe 
*% my FHuly-gay, aud call the Sabbath a Deligin, 
we Has of rhe Lord honourable, and ſbalt Honour 
him, wot doing thine own ways, nor finding thine 
Ws Caliure, nur ſpeaking thine vin words. ==> 
F 2 Ten 
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Then ſhalt than delight thy ſelf in the. Lov, wy 
T will cauſe thee to ride upon the high Places of tþ 
Earth, and feed thee with the Heritage of Gay), 
&c. Now, can there be any thing more direttl 
levelled againſt Carnal Recreations, 2e bing 
qvalking, &c. on the Sabbath-day than this is! 
We muſt turn away our Foot from Adi our win 
Pleaſure on it, i. e. by travelling of walking fo 
Pleaſure or Recreation; Nay, we muſt neither 4 
our V ways, ral our own. words, 107 fnd ut 
pwn Pleaſures on this day. But if People wil 
notwithſtanding hereof, allow themſelves in dl 
Diverſions, and looſe Recreations upun the Sah 
bath, I icc not how they will free themiclves d 
open Rebellion againſt God. For God command 
us to Rememiler the Sabbath-day, not to {cligh 
our ſelves by Carnal F ecreatiovs, but to keep i 
Holy by divine Exerciſcs, and to ſpend it other 
wile, is plainly to trample upon God's Authority 
and declare War AF oc him. 

Obj. But theſe who are for Sabbat lay, Ric 
Atrios, will tell me, that they condemn all ſi 
Recreations an time of publick Warſhip, as wel. 
wwe do: for tbe fours Command obl:ges u duly ii 
attend publick Worſhip on the Sabbath, aud fi 
bear all worldly Imploymentt or Recreat:01 i 
rame thereof, but when that is once over, uc i) 
lawfully divert and recreate our ſelves with fil 
Recreations as are modeſt and decout, ab net 
lawful for Chriſtiaus on other days. 

Anſ. This ſuppoſes that the Sabbath laits u 
longer than the. publick Worſhip of the day, 
contrary whercof I made evident before, an 
evince more fully afterwards. I ſhewed, that we 
. obliged to keep Holy the whole Sabbati ua, N 
only the time of publick Worſhip,or from: Sui tif 
to Sun-ſerting, but the whole natural day, 4 
| fiſting of rwenty four Hours, this being the (event 
Fart of our Time, and of the week, it is the Lond 


ority, 
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and conſegrated for his Uſe and Service, and con- 
ſequently no Parr of it is to be alienate from him, 
or applicd for our Pleaſures or Recreations. | 
In further confirm this Truth by ſome more 
Arguments. | 
I. If it was unlawful for God's People under the 
Old Toftament to ſpend any Part of the Sabbath 
in carnal Pleaſures and Recreations ;; it is unlawful 
fir us alſo under the New; but che former is true: 
And tharefore the latter. That ſuch Rectcations 
were prohibited to the Pews, 1 believe none wall 
deny, that is either acquaint with their ancient 
Rules and Conſtitutions, or that reads and believes 
the Scriptures, particularly the fourth Command, 
and Iſa. 1viii. 13. fore-cited, All that remains for 
me to prove, is, 'Thatwe are bound ro abſtain from 
thoſe Recreations upon the Sabbath, as well as 
the Jeet, which I do thus. Whatever the Jews 
were oÞ!:ed to upon moral Reaſons and Grounds, 
that we are bound to as much as they; But the 
Jews were bound to abſtain from carnal Recrea- 
tions on the Sabbarh, upon moral Grounds, which 
concern us as well as them. I Thewed before, that 
the Reaſons of the fourth Command are Moral, 
and rea h Chreftzans as well as Jews; 1 mention- 
ed five of them, and truly every one of them le- 
vels as much againit worldly Recreations on the 
dabbnr/-4ay, as againſt worldly Employments; L 
Mit not reſume them all here, but only inſiſt «4 little, 
on Tuo of them. EO TRE 
"if, Hol' Liberaltty in allowing us fix diys for 
aur own Uſe : his Reafon binds us as much as 
the Jena, toconſecrate one day to the Lord for his 
vervice, God hath given as gracious Diſcaveries 
his Bounty to us, as to them ; and ſhall we be ſo 
generous or ungrateful, as to 2ncroach upon God's 
Tine, or Rob from him any Part of it more than 
ey. 'The very Light of Nature and Principles of 
wind Reaſon, befides the Command ef God, ples! 
' 3 Tha Krongiy 
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ſtrongly for this: That fince the Lord hath libs iff to 
rally given us iv days for our Uſe, we ſhould, WY +: 
without grudge, give him One for his Service : Ari WM in 
fince he gives us ſir «vhote days, it continues mo Wl ac 
rally Juſt and Ratinnas! that we ſhould give hin Wm 
his ze day whoate too, and that we ſhould ſpend a 
much of his day in holy Duties as is ordinarily al, WE ju 
lowcd on other days for ſervile Labour, and that g e 
the whole day, except what is allowed for neceſſary; ne 
bodily refreſhments, 97s. Eating and Sl, WMS: 
24, Ground-I Mall inſiſt on, is, The Lord Pro WM 
ferty in the Sabbath, or in one day of ſever ; this MS 
Reaſon binds us as much as it d the Jeu the be. 
Lord's Right to a day in ſeven is the ſame het em the 
It was, CE eee Morality of the fourth C= 
mand is not the ſame ;, but I have already dem 


trated the contrary. The Chriſtian Sabbath is col he 
led the Zord's day, as well as the Few: 511tal {Mend 
was called T he Fake of: the Lord, Wa. lviii. ;. » M0 
ſhew, that his Propricty and Title is che fans Wn» 
And it is obſervable, that che Lord in that , but 
Verſe calls it ice his Holy-day 3 and it 1s from WC: 

die, that the Lord takts rhe principal Argumem reg 
which be there uſes againſt carnal Recreation: n {bat 
the Sabbath, Te hall not ſpeak your owis Ford, Cor 
nr find your own Pleaſures on thes Tay, Why! Ma 
l is my Holy day, ie Holy of the Lora: Thi"! 

eventh Part of 4 4] week is mine unalteratly, 14's 
ee for boly Uſes, conſgcrate for my holy Servieag ure 
This Argument is Moral, and perpetually obligs Wl < 
all Men, Cariftians as much as Fews.: F. itte: 
day in ſeven be dedicate: to God, certainly ce 
Part of it, yea the whole of it belongs © him i? 
to alicnate any Part of it to our own: Uſe or Flew Bi 
ſures, is Sacrilege, and a direct infringement of e 
Morality of the fourth Command, The Lord tell fog 


us, Lever. xxvii. 28. That every devoted (id 


2.5 moſt holy unto the, Lord; here: is a day, both i 
God and Man ſolemnly and pergervally deu 


* 
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ibs. Nee Lord, and accordingly the Lord, Ja. Iviii- 
ald. ;. acts his juſt Right and Litle toit, and twiee 
nde breath calls it Vit Holy-day, and, upon this 
mo (account, prohibits carnal Recreations upon it: AH 
hin muff ir not be great Preſumption for apy Creature, 
4 « Wo venture deliberately to Rob his Creator of his 
a MW juft Property, and put that which is Holy and fo- 
enn) confecrate to God, to common [ſe 2 Re- 
n neiber what Solompe ſays, Prod. xx. 25. It 6 
_ "Wi Snare io the Man who deauiireth thet which 3s 
Pry WR Holy, aud after Vows to make Enquiry; Tt is 2 
thi ,, 7. e. it is a moſt dangerous Thing, it brings 
the MW heavy Guilt, even God's Curie and Vengeance upnm 
eve be Man that doth fo. Thus you ſee, bow the. Mo- 
mit und unaltenable Reafons of the fourth Com- 
mand reſtrain Chriſtians from carnal Recreationg an 


Mole 

C2 he Sabbath, as much as the Foo The {tan * 
Zend perpetual Rule which God hath here lai 
4, Wen, can never be altered ta the Worlds 
as ad: Still God hath One day, and Man hath n; 
oe but if we take any Part of God's dag ro our own 


Uſe, more than the Works of Neceſſity and Mierey 
require, then we have more than our hr, and God 
bath es than his One, which is contrary to the 
Comraand: Morcover, if it be in the Power of 


hy Plan to alicnate any Part of this day from God, 
The why not the whole of it? And ſo the Sabbarh 


might come to be wholly aboliſhed, which is ab- 


jurd. 


lig Object. 1. The Memory of Chriſt's. Reſurraction 
itte 107-4" 1-day, calls us to more Fay and Glatt- 
ever! N 0n our Sabbath, than the Gets were called 
and 42077 their. 0 
ble, 4 This ſays nothing for carnal, Sports or Re- 
of ue eatione, it is not & Wray Foy, but 2 Heritual 
1 tel Jeu, that we are called to this day, fugh à Joy as is 
bee in Pais, Hymns, ahd ſpiritndl Songs. 
ch bf n, If our Mercies be this day rev than 
yored the /e3 had to A then we are, 
Ad 4 | in 
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In Gratitude, obliged to a more ſtrict and holy gy 
Aiica tion of the day, to the Honour and Glen g 
the God and Fountain of our Mercies; which, | 
lieve, no ſerious Chriſtian will think carna! Ret 
ations very confiftent with. | p | 
Object. 2. But theſe Rerreations ave ni a 
forbidden in the Neat Teſtament?: 


1 
An. It is Tufficient, if they be forbidden in th ' 
Ola Teſtament ; for the 04 Teſtament is our Rule up 
a5 much as the New, in Actions which are dre 
or not Ceremonial: And I ſee not what Sliadow oi { 
Ground there is, for calling A ſtinence from cam on 
Pleaſures on the Sabbath, 2 Ting geremonid, off un 
feſr binding upon us than the Ferer. But morcore, L. 
if we compare the 58 Chapter of Iſiah with th 
56, it will manifeſtly appear, that the Lord, in il 7: 
joining his People firiRly to obſerve the $a ? 
and abſtain from carnal Pleaſures thereon, bath: co 
Reſpett roGoſpel-Times after the Meſſial comii Ml cc 
Saab: was a molt Evangelical Prophet, aud fl mn 
had rhe Goſpel- Times in bis Eye; wherefore ſen »: 
call him the Hvangeliſt Iſaiah: So that, ir recon Wl it 
amending Sabbath Sanctification, and calling H wi 
Sabbath God's Holy-day, be doth not confine bin xt 
ſelf to the Fewsſb Sabbath, which was foon to MI cit 
aboliſhed ; but - hath an Eye to the Ez21ge/ i 
Sabbath, which was to contirue to the End of e 4: 
World. ; 3+ .,3 34 * 1 RP 2 ? | le 
Again, this is confirmed by the Practicc of h ou 
imitive Chriſtians; they thought it uolewhul vi 't, 
any Parr of the Lord's-lay in ennecc{ary B, 
verſions from holy Things; yea, they accounted /, 't! 
tri ganctification of this Day the prime Charuttt 
of a true Saint. Augrſtane ſaith, It #5 1:97 e N 
that we keep three or 5 Hours of this 4:1, wk 
that de objerve rhe whole day. The ancient Ch. ” 
fians did not think the Work of the day was 916 **« 
when the ppblick Worſhip was ended; The yout Bll bu 


er Plany tells us, That they upd this 1-1 10 7 
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leo: Daylight, and fing their Hymns 1 Chrift - 
Aid Tertullian, in his lp. makes Mention ot 
heir Night Prayers. They thought themſelves 
bound to begin the Work of 7Þ#. day fo early, be- 
cauſe C/r71ff toſe this Morning before Break of day. 
They neither thought nor 2 that they had 
more Freedom for worldly Pleaſures, or were lefs 
obliged to holy Exerciſes this day, than the Jews 
ipon their Sabbarh. DSL LO l = 
Nay, if we confider Things narrowly, it will be 
found, that Chriſtians are under greater Obligati- 
ons ta 4 ſtrict and holy Sanctification of the Sabbath 
undet e Goſpel, than the Jews were under the 
Law, tor ſeveral Reaſons. 1 
Fit, We have not only the Creation, as the 
Jet had, but we have allo the Redemption of 
Mankind, which is a greatet Work, this day to 
commemorate. Now, if the Jews were obliped to 
celebrate the day which was inſtitute for rhe Me- 
mory of the Creation, by a taral Abſtinence from 
worl0ly Employments and Recreations, much r ore 
tre we bound to a ſtrict Sancti fication of the day, 
which is inſtituted for commemorating of both Cre- 
gtion and Redemption. We have far greater Mer- 
cies io commemorate this day, than the Zervs had, 
ors. Ihe redeemeng Love of a crucified fetus, and 
his glor10us Victory over Death and Hell; and con- 
ſequently have greater Work. and Employment, and 
ought to be the more actiye and buſie in doing of 
it, and alſo more delightful Work And there- 
'ore ſhould be the leſs inclined to weary, or fit up 


l... | 


2d'y, We have a far more pleaſant and excellent 
Manner of Worſhip to perform upon the Sabbath, 
than the Fewws had Their Hor es was attended 
with maniſold Ries, Naſbin gi, and Sacrijfices, which 
werd b-rl chargeable ard toilſome ro their Bodies; 


but curs is Ipirttual, plralant end eaſie. 
. diy, 
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7 The Fews had many other Feſtival dayt th 
ebſerve, by a firit and holy Reſt, befide the Sal. 
bath x but, under the Goſpel, God hath {reed us 
from the Yoke of all other Feſtivals, and hath in 
ſtitute none but the Zord's-day, which, in Grati 
tude, we ought to obſerve more ſtrictly and relig. 
ouſly than the 7erws, 

4:hls, By Baptiſn, we come under moe {rid 
and folemn Engagements to keep God's Command. 
ments, than the Jer; and allo we have more {p-- 
cial Promiſes of his Spirit to help us in keeping of 
hem, than the Feros had : For, in the New 7:0. 
ment Times, the Spirit is poured out in 4 large: 
Meaſure, than in the O/d. 

So that from the avholo I infer, that if the Jew? 
under the Old Teſtament were bound to cep the 
whole Sabbath-day, and wholly to ab{lain from 
their own Pleaſures upon it, yes, count the *-rvice 
of the Sabbath a Delight, according to, 1{ut. viii 
13. tho' in it ſelf it was burdenſome ; Much more 
ought we, under the Goſpel, to keep the whole gab. 
bath Aridtly, and call it a Delight, when the Work 
and Service of it is fo pleaſant and cahe, 

II. Another Argument which I ſhall bring « 
gainſt the foreſaid Sabbat h. days Recroations, (ial! 
be taken from the Nature and Greatneis of the Sas 
tsth-day's Wark ; and I ſhall form it thus. 

It the Vork of the Sabbath be ſo necoffary, 
weighty and various, that it requires the whole 0a) 
ro be ſpent therein, and challenges all our $0145 
Fagulties to be employed thercabout; hen car 
nal Pleaſures and Recreations are unlawful ere 
Apen; a OA 1 

But the former is trus: Therefore, . 

The Connection of the major Prupeſ ton e 
dont 3, for that which is weighty and, necolln), 
ought alwavs to take Place of _— which, is . io. 
| As for the minor Propoſition, That the Ed 


the Sabbath is io great and neceflary, 18 plain, 
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de confider, that the Sabbath is the = Market- 
lay of Heaven z upon which we oup r to take in, 
and le up Proviſion for our Souls, for all the ret 
of the Zeb, yea, for Eternity arfelf. lt ia the u- 
ua day of Sinners Converſion and Acquaintance 
wich God, It is the day wherein we have our Sins 
o bewail, our Needs to get ſupplied, our hard 
Hearts to get melted, our dead Affections to get 
-iſ-d, our guilty Conſc iences to get digburdened, 
our dark Minds to get enlightned, our weak Graces 
to get ffrengthned. We have rhis day God's Nord 
to teach our Families, our Children to inſtruct, 
Chriſt's Love to commemorate, Death and Fudg- 
ment to provide for, and our Redeemer to treat with 
about che ſaving of our Souls. In à word, this is a 
day wherein we are to make Viſits to God, and re- 
ceive, Viſits from him. Now, I do appeal to ev 
ſerious Soul, that knows any Thing of rea! Godli- 
nels, it theſs Things be not fo wezghty and rrcer- 
ry, as to challenge the c of rhe day, and the 
Attendance of all our Powers and Faculties: And 
if 6, then we are bound carefully to avoid every 
Thing that may prove. an Apocation or Di venſiou 
om ding them. 


III. Another Argument may run thus, 

If che worldly Careumſtances of the Generali 
be ſuch, as they can have but little 'Time chrough 
the 77 ves. for worſhipping Cod, minding their Souls, 
and preparing tor Eternity; then it is their Duty 
clucly and diligently to employ the Lord day for 
theſe Euds, in which God grants them Freedom for 
the ſari; | | Surge e 

Rut tue former is true Therefore, Ec. d 

The Connection of the major Propaſition is cet 
tains or if our whole Lives be little enough for ac 
"0»pliſt;;ng the great Work of our Salvation, the 
eben day, or Part thereof, is never to be thought 

A 


% much. 


| 


x 


r 


92 Of the negative Sanctiſication 


. «+ * 
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And for the Truth of the Minor Propoſii F 011, That 


* * 


the Circumſtances of the Generality are ſuch ; 
bove repreſented, I do appeal to the Experience © 


the whole Country where we live. How many pay 
Men are there every where, Tradeſmen, Tony 
Servants, Workmen, &c. whoſe worldly Pov erty and 
Neceſhtics, are ſo great and many, that they en 
ſcarce get fo much ſpare Time from their {rb gl 
' Labour through the Week, as is ſufficient for ca 
and ſcepiug. They are commonly {o roiled throuph 
the day, that, at Night, they are hardly fit for an 
Thing but Sleep. Now, what Time have thet 
through the Week, for holy Duties and 7e1igim 
Exereeſes* What Time for reading and praying ar 
Jearning the Principles of Chriſtianity? Bur, find 
God is gracioully pleaſed to give them the Sabbath 
in which they may retire from the World, and em 
ploy n in the foreſaid religo 
Concerns : Have they not the greateit Ned, cloſe 
err to ſpend and improve the ul. 
bbath therein, without any Kind of 1n:ece/ar 
Diperſion from the ſame ? 5 
Are there not many poor Servants, whoſe Maſten 
are ſo ſevere, that they will not allow them half an 
Hour in a day to ſerve God, or mind their Souls? 
And, ſhould they not greedily lay hold on the Op 
Portunity of the Sabbath for theſe Ends, and Jet 1 
Raſt of this bleſſed day paſs away idIy ? | Now, i 
Miniſters to tell ſuch, that the whole Sabbath da 
is tou Tong for the fore ſaid ſpiritual Exercises, a 
teach them to ſpend away a Part of it in carnal Ke 
creations or Idleneſs, in my Opinion, is a 110ft con. 
pendious Way to promote Atheiſm, Ten; act ard 
Profanity” amongſt them. And, doth nt dat! 
Experience confirm this ſad Truth? Do we not les 
that Prophaning of the Sabbath opens « Door 19 i 
Prophanity ? A. in theſe Places, where Fee 


ple negle& the Sablath, or ſpend the half of the 
gay in Recreations and Idleneſs, there 11 
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ind Immorality of all Sorts. abound, and Family- 
varſnip and Piety are neglected; whercas, on the 
centre rv, in theſe Places where the whole Sabbath 
is cloſely obſerved, and Recreation diſcouraged, 
here we ſee Chriſtian Knowledge, Morality, the 
Fear of God, and Family Godlineſs do flouriſh and 
broſper. Ocular Experience ſhews us, that the 
Fourth Command is a Hedge about all the reſt ; 
and the religious Obſervation of the whole Sabbarh- 
dev is the moſt effeftual Method for promoting 
"hriftian Knowledge and univerſal Picty. People 
may hear a Sermon or two on a Sabbe th, and yet 1y 
ſtil! in their Ignorance, if they ſpend the reſt of the 
day in Idlencſs and Recreations, and neglect the 
.nvate Means of Reading, Praying, Catechiſing. 
Conference, Repetition of Sermons, &c. I never ex. 
pet to {ce Knowledge or Piety flouriſh in Congre- 
cations or Familics, till theſe Means be uſed, and 
Pains taken after the Flick Worſhip is over, to 
aud Children and Servants. O! doth not the 
WHT lam ct. bie Ignorance of many poor Souls plead a- 
loud for the ſtrict and diligent Obſervation of the 
; Wl ole Lerd day? Had Minifters a due Senſe of 
dhe Miſery and periſhing State of ignorant Souls, 1 
em fore they would preſs it more, and never fet up 
- Wh io teacl: them carnal Recreations on this day. 
O puor Men, Servants and Labourers, in the 
ane of God Texhort you, ro ſpend more of God's 
Do in Heaven's Work. You have little Time thro” 
de ee tor it; therefore God, in Pity to your 
„ale, loofes you this Day from your weekly Work, 
- W417 crics to you from ou High, Come ap hither ; 
| W-+) 26d che Thoughts of Things below, and ſet 
our Hons on T hings above. As your Bodies 
I ©: day from Labour, let your Souls rhink on 
! WW terns! Ref in Heaven, and uſe all the 2ppointed. 


, 


Means tor attaſning to ĩt. 


this, 


| 


it 


IV. A Fourth Argument 1 make uſe el is 
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If God prohibits worldly Employment on th 
Sabbath ; hk certainly he A carnal Re 
Creations ; 

But the former is true: Therefore, c. 
The minor Pre poſition is undeniable 3 ſo that ul 
I have to prove, is the Connection of the major Pry 
poſition : which may be ealily done thus. The 
great Reaſon of prohibiting worldly Employment 
on the Sabbath is, becauſe they hinder the holy 
Employment of the Sgyl, and would interrupt the 
Duties of the Sal hab. Mut if carnal Recieations WMH chick 
do hinder the Dutics of the Sabbath, and {pirinug! Par 
Employment of the Soul, as much as ſcrrile L. WM who 
bour ; then by Parity of Reaſon they are forbidd WM (7: 
alſo. But fo it is, that they do hind:r ae much, WM ths $: 
yea more than ſervile Labour would do. Nay, | both 
may be bold ro fay, that a Man may be more fc. Wi i i 
ous, and have his Mind more cxerciſed with ber Le 120: 
venly Meditstioris, when Plowing, Sc ng, uc 
Threfhing, than when he is about carnal Enter bos 
tainments, Recreations, or Paſtimes; or when he ll the in 


is in vain promiſcuous Company, gofting, Sporting, lows: 


and tefſling Stories, or walking talking idly n Con?! 

Streets or Fields. Theſe do far more diſtal I 
the Heart from God's Service, than fervi!: Laber =4duc 
doth; A Man will find himſelf mere indifpolcl WF And 
for Prayer and holy Duries after them, chan after Ob 
the Fork of bis Calling. It was the Senf of this ii Sem: 
chat made AugrNine ſay, T hat it were better for Wi C 
Maids ro Spin, or for Men to Plow; thai for thei Oe 
7p Dance and Sport on the Sabbath:day. Ku | 
melins eft arare quam ſaltare in Salla, ut 
in 7 Zuhum Pal. xcii, He very well ken, that 
carny] Pleaſures art inconfiftent with Deve, ona 
wholly unfits the Soul for Communion with God 
which is the Work of the Sabbath, Hence we let, 
Lovers 1 Pleaſures, a Logers & k Gt, ore jel 


, 


in Oppolition, > 7777. iii. 4. 
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might go on to multiply Arguments to this 
17 4 this Truth 2 'F clear from found 
nfo, and the Word of God, and particularly, 
com Lia. Iviti. 13. th ſuch as believe the Scrip- 
wres, that I think it almoſt needleſs to ſay any 
more. 
put in regard this Truth hath many Adverſa- 
ries, (and no wonder tho” Satan muſter up all his 
Forces againſt it, fince it lJevgls fo directly again 
his Krug) I ſhall endeavour to anſwer the 
chief 0/jedzons brought againſt it. | 
Particularly, there is one J. S. afore-mentioned, 
who calls himſclf a Prerbyter of the Fpiſcopa! 
Church of Scotland, that, in bis Pamphicts upon 
the Sabbath, pleads for £abbath-days Recrearions, 
both as Jar] and durzful, after the Publick Vor- 
ſhip is over 3-providing (as he qualifies them) herr 
be not ling im modeſt or undecent therein, nor te 
much me ſpent thereby Tho' be neiche, tells 
boy much Time he allows for them, nor what arr. 
the immodeſt or, undecent Things which he difal- 
WT lows in them; but leaves every Man to his pwn 
WH Conf! ittion and Choice therein. 
Lell confider the Strength of the Arguments 
WH =dduce! by him and others, for theſe Recreations. 
WH And i hall begin with the chief one. | 
| OVb1cRticn I. Zo Hinder theſe Recreations after 
uo, gere tu tie ut, who ere the Diſciples of 
ri, , as ſtrict a Reſt, aud as burdenſome an 
b olervatien of rhe Sabbath, as the Jews were o- 
led 10 under the Law, which were re Judas ve, 
ad a, that again, which Chrift hath de- 
t Ygyed. 3 | * | 
Auſtec v 1. The Fourth Command being Moral 
ad Ferpetual, as hath been proven, doth oblige us 
to 25 ſtricta Reſt and Ceſſation from worldly Ac- 
tons, 25 it dig the Fezws. I grant indeed the Pha- 
Fiſees inverted a great many ſuperſtitions Addui- 
du to the Reſt of the Sabbath, which were bro of* 
k vine 
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divine Appointment, and would bave . had 41 , us un 
conform thereto,. as if they had been div ine Low y ©: 
They  afligned fuch. a. preciſe Space. for a. Sabbath bre, 
F day's Journey; they. frequently would not ailoy de 24, 
g Relieving of Mens ies and Beaſts in Dire, Crit 
this day: Some came this Length, that e ch ö 
allowed Reaſts to be od or watered, yet, i any of 2 


Wo them fell into 2 Ditch, they muſt not dran hae 
| out on this day, but feed him where he was Hd: 77 
{ Sabbath: was over. Nay, I have read of 7m; 6 Ceren 


N ridiculoufl ſuperſlitious, that they would ot al. lalve, 
low themſelves to be drawn our of Pits or ine aud v 
£4 1 1 5 5 

rous Places, into which they had fallun on the $1 ee, 
bath; and therefore have ſmarted with Death a call ob 
their Folly. Some held, that it was unlawii!n kath, 
5 x £ o '1 4 . 1 ' 
any Thing ot that Kind on,the Sabbato-dav Ne“ 
further, they taught, That it was nnlavfal to de D720 
ferd themlſclvcs againſt their Enemies this der; br the Jt 
which Means they ſometimes became à Prey 0) 7 


—— —— — —.— — 
» ww —_—, - 2 


their Enemies Till Mattathias the Prieſt better Hberie 
inſtrugted them, 4s we are told by Joſc ph, and * 
or 


—— — 
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the Author of the firſt Book of the Maccalcct. 

I fey, theſe were nothing but humane Addict 
| cus; for the fame Things were lawful to the Je 
4 on the Sabbath, that are allewed to us, 9:2. the 
Works of Pzety, Neceffuty and Mercy, as maniſeſth 


ne 2: 
Fourth 
Irie ! y 
lic Toe 


appears by the Commentary which Chriſt g WS 
upon this Command, both by his Words and A e Ch 
ons. Chriſt defends his Practice in Healing, wid Fu 
his Di/ciples in Plucking the Ears of Corn ou the of 
Sabbath, and ſhews, that the Works of Ncceſin NPrriße 
and Mercy, the relieving of Men and Beats , Obje: 
Diftreſi, were lawful on the Sabbath. Our bl: i" N. 
ſed Saviour, by his Reaſoning againſt the TH, 
fees on this Subject, intends only to reprove then WE 47: 
fupe:Ritious Additions, and © ſhew what I 10s Tod 

Fire. 


were lewful to the Fews on the Sabbeth from de 
Beginning, but not what Things are now 14%. 
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Us under the Goſpel 5 for he gives no more Liber- 
oy for worldly Thin this day, than what was be- 
fore, fince he Game not to deſtroy the Law. 
:d/y, 1 grant ſndzed, that our Saviour hath free d 
Chriſtians under the Goſpel, from the Jeuiſih Me- 
bod of celebrating the Sabbath, by + Typical 
&rgzce and Cerentonzal Wore confiſting of SA. 
erifices, Waſhings, and manifold Rites, which were 
« burdenfome Yoks. Now, to re introduce abrogated 
Ceremonies on. the Sabbath, is (I confeſs) ts Ju 
latee, 4nd rebuild what Chrift bath leſtroped; 
and whocyer are chargeable with this in any De- 
cree, let them fee fo it. But, what Man will 
call »bſaining from camal Recteations on the Sab- 
buch, an abrogared Fewrſh Ceremony? Or, com- 
dare the ſtrict Sanctificgtion of the. Lord day, by 
the p caſant . Evangelical Sacrifices of Prayer and 
Pre, ta the Burdenſome Method of obſerving 
the Tomi Sabbath? Chrift hath told us, Chat his 
Pike rs eaſy, and bis Burden light. And all his 
xpericnced 2-/(ciples will fet their Seal to the 
ruth of it. 8 | 
For my Part, I do not ſee how 4 Man cau own 
de 110/4ity and unalterable Obligation of the 
Fourth Command, and not grant, that we are as 
ſrictly tied to Moral Duttes on the Sabbath 29 
he Fecbs, and conſequently to the fame Holy Res, 
nd 2ri7gence in the Service of God upon it; fince 
de Change made by Chriſt's Coming is only in 
rcumſtantial or Ceremonial Fhings, dis. tho 
lay of che Week, and the Nature of the Service ob 


«rifices requiſite upor it. 5 

Object ion, Bert beſides the Nature of the Service 
It Worſhip, there were ſeveral peouliar I hings 
eue of he Jews upon the Sabbath, not bing: 
is Yor us: Particularly; concerning. the not 
deſſug of Meat, going out of the Place, kindling 
Fre, bearing of Burdens, the Nature of the Pu 


— 
; W_—__ 


Of the F andhift ur on 


98 


3 of Sabbath-bieaking, double Sacrifice 
Anfower af, If any of the foreſaid Things bn 


| remonial, then indeed it is af 
heilt's Coming, and not binds: Upon as : Ry 
this will nowiſe alter the Cale, wit relpect to 4 


Typical or 
by 


ſtaining from carnal Recreations on the S 
which can never bs reckoned Typical or Ceremens 
2! 5 it beiag what is e Moral, and nece 
ry to the ſuitable Sanftification of this holy da, 
in all Apes of the World,  _ why 
- Let the. ſoreſaid Inſtances be narrow! y conk 
dered, and it wilt be found, that there is no fd 
2 Thing herein, as is commonly ins 
gined. 5 
K I. As to the drefſorg of Meat on the Sabbath 
the only Place whence the Prohibition of it is in 
ferred, is Exe. xvi. 23., concerning the p:parinf 
of Haung. There are ſeveral Interpreters, wh 
think, that the dreſſing of it on the Sabbath i: ot 
here Erbid ; but that they are there ordered u 
lay up à Parr of it undre ſſed for the Sabbath. Bu 
grenting, as the moſt Part of Interpreters do, tha 
the dreſſing of the Mauna is there dilcharpcd, thi 
will not infer a Diſcharge of dreſſing any Kind-d 
Mcat on the Sabbath; fiace there «ac font 
Things pecutiar to the Tanna, bevond oth 
Meat: For, | 
ft, There was à particular Promiſe made concert 
ing it, that was not made concerning other Kin 
of Food, viz. That it ſhould not ſpoil nor corrupt 
Fax in that het Country, dreſſed Mes could md 
cafily be preferved good and wWholeiuac on 


* 


adiy, There was much more ſervi le Work requl 
fite in preparing Mania, than other Kinds 4 
Food ; it be to be grinded in WMalis, h, 


Mortars, and baken in Pans, Num. xi. 8. Nut 
fo much fervile Labour about preparing of: For 
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$45 nt fit cpon the Sabbarh, fince it did not tend 
be Keſt of Refreſhing of the Body, but rather 
WM; ce Toiling of it. And Hikewiſe, it took up 
"WH any Hands, dpd would have bindred ther from 
| fandifying of the Day. So that there is 0 Pecu- 
liacity in this Prohibition; for, were we.in their 
I Cale, and had Manna to feed on, it were not Iaw- 
al for us to prepare it on the bah, more than 
for the Jews. Bur it is certain, that they did dreſs 
ether Mest on the Sabbath, that required not ſuch 
ſervils Labour. Only we are taught by this Pro- 
Uibition, as well as the Jeu, to be careful te pre- 
bee chat Meat which requires much Toil and Pains, 
efore the Sabbath come, and io to order Matters 
about our Bodity Provifions the day before, that 
WW Scrvants may bo as little hindfed from ſanctifying 
"ol the Callath, and the Work of the Day & little in- 
el fercupied as poſſible. | | 7 | 
If. As to the fecond Tnitafice,” the Prohibition of 
going out of their Places on Sabbath, Exod. xvi. 29. 
WM it is plain from the Context, That it is to be meant 
going out to feet Manna, , it being an unneceſ- 
lary fervile Work: And therefore unlawful on the 
lara. For tho the Jets were reſtrained 
om going through the Streets or Fields on the 
i, tor worldly Bufineſs, Recreation, or pur- 
ting off the Time; yet not from all Walking or 
Travelling, when either he Works of Piet) or 
Neceſfury Va require; for a Salli b. day Journey 
wes allowed, Act, i. 12. The Phariſees indeed 
tinted it to two Thouſand Cubits, (which fome 
make one Mile, others two, according to the diffe- 
bent Cubits in uſe among them) in regard this was 
to be the Diſtance of the utmoſt Part of the Camp 
& ral in the Wilgerneſs, from the Tabernacle, to 
aich they were bound to repair for Worſhip on 
he Sobbarl day. But this wes no good Warrant 
for flining the” Sabbarh-day's Fourney to ſuch a 
krete Space j fince it mult be cither mor or leſs, 
G 2 According 
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according to the Diſtance of Peoples D:velling 
from the ppblick Ordinances, to attend which, 
Perſon may go many, Miles, arid not prof ug th 
Babbarh.' he Shynamwiſh Woman, as appears fon 
2 King iv. 23. uſed to travel on Sabbath, to the 
Prophet E//ba, to attend publick Worſhip, an 
wait on his Feaching. 5 

HI. As d the Prohibition of hig 
xxxv. 3. If we conſider the Place and Context, we 
will tind, that it is only kz:d4lzng of Firs fo. [rails 
Work, particularly ſor the Work of rearing p the 
Tabernack, that they wefe then about, which i; 
there forbidden: This is the Mind of Varallu, 
units and Tremellins, and the beſt Comments 
tors on the Place. For God is here giving Directicm 
for making the Tabernacle, and to prevent their 
thinking that the Nature of the Work, or Hite js 


quired in doing it, would juſtify their working at {t' 


on the Saibarh; he firſt diſcharges all 2w-#72g.o 
that Day, Yerſe 2. and then more particularly, 
Perſe z. he forbids the ork of kindling Fire, u 
that of Smith, Founders, or any others, for pre 
paring Materials for the Tabernacle. - And ſo he 
will have that Work, tho“ for a ſacred Uſe, yive 
Place. to that, which was more immediately Sacred 
and Neceſſary, 2/5. The preſent Sandtification of 
the Sabbath. This doth not prohibite Ai. 
Fire for the Works of Neceſhty.or Mercy, which 

reſently tend to the better ſanctifying of the Sl. 
Jail, fince this, for the ſerpile Work of the Tale, 


nacle, would have hindred the prefent Sanctificati 


on of its whereas, Kindliug of Fire for warming 
dur Bodies, preparing Meat, or for ſhewing Light, 
do not hinder, but tend to promote the ſantitying 
of the Sabbath. Vet, we ſhould take care, that 
we do not extend our Liberty this way roo far; '0 
as ro make ſ6lenin Feaſts on the Sabbath, which 
require much ſervilo Wort, and hinder the Dune 
of the Sabbdth. For tho we be not forbidden . 


— 
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the S114 5-Agy to Kindle & Fire for dreſſing Meat, 


LIL - 


vet we muſt beware we make not ſuch a Flame, as 


hall kindle . the Fire of God's Wrath againſt us 


on that Day. 


IV, As to the Fearing of Brirdens on the Sal. 


Jah, Chriſt hath giver no more Liberty to us this 
way, than to the Ferws 3 for, tho' he commanded 
the i ent Man on the Sabbath, John v. to rake 
up 1:5 Bed and all, yet this was no carrying of 
4 Burden for any ſecular Deſign, but a Mean re 
quired for glorifying of God, and publiſhing the 
Miracle. 


V. As to their puniſhing of Sabbat breathing 
with Death, Vm. xv. this belenged to the Judi- 


cia La, which was peculiar to the Jewiſſi Com- 
mou cut aleh, and doth not bind other Nations, ex- 
ept ſo much of it as is of r:739er ſal AH. Hguity; 
for the pecuſrar Circumſtances of Nazzors, require 
reculizr Statutes and Puniſhments for ſome parti- 
culor Crimes, — But. in the next Place, there ap- 
pears to have been ſome Speciality in that Sab- 
bath 1-ea%er*s Caſs; for we do not find, that Sal- 
bath-brenkeenge was always fo puniſhed atterwards : 
It we guad Perfes zo, and 31. we lee God threar- 
ning Death to all ſuch as fin Profumprucnfly, and 
wich an High Hand: And in the very next Verſe, 
the Sal barh-brecker is brought in guilty, which 
makes it probable, that his Crime wes attended 

wich the Aggravation of Pref mpruous fipnng. 
VI. As to the double Sacrifices required on this 
Sabbath, tem Lambs in the Moriting, and to in 
the Evening, Num. xxvili. 9, 10. 1 grant they 
were a heavy Burden, in regard of the great Ex 
pence 2d Bodily Toit the Jecus were put to there» 
by, irom which Chrift bath happily freed us. But 
excepting what was Typical and Ceremonzal iu 
their Worſhip and Sacrifices, there is nothing here 
pcruline to chem z for otherwiſe we are filh gs 
MK und to double Sacrifices on the Sabbath as 
G 3 "0 
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the Jes: we are bound to double our De vetiqn 
our Prayers, our Praiſes, fee: this day, beyond «her 
dave Yes, as I ſhewed before, we are more cal 
ied to it than, the Jews, which alſo is cpiiſirmed 
from Pak. xIvi. 4, 5. where, inſtead of th» four 
Lambs required on the Sabbath in Moſes's Tim, 
we ſee, that in Ezekie!'s Temple-ſeryice, which 
points at Gaſpel Times, the Sabbath-Offerings were 
to be fix Lambs and 4 Ram; intimating nat only 
the Continuance, but the Advancement of a 
Sayctiſication in the Days of the Metal, and tha 
Chreftigns mould exceed the Jesus in Ties! and Di 
ligence in keeping of the Sabbath, and foul 
multiply Duties, and offer up à greater Plenty d 
Spiritual Sacrifices, and be more active and intenle 
about the Work of the Sabbath than they were: 
And good Reaſon for it, fizce we have bh the 
Creation and Redemption to commemorate this 
Day, and a more excellent Worſbzp to perform vp 
on it. | | 

But I proceed to examinc the teſt of J. s Ar 
guments for Sabbath Days Recreation, 

— Objeftion II. Our Saviour ſaith, That tlie Sab. 
bath is made for Man, and not Man for the Sab 
bath Mark ii. 7. 8 

* Anſwer, This Word makes not for his Purpoſe 
for Chriſt adduceth it in Defence of his LAH 
Pliuaking the Ears of Corn on the Sabbath, for 's 
tisfying their Hunger, which was a Work of Neri 
ey, and not in Defence of caraal Disc and 
..... i 
But that we may take up the true Meaning d 
the Place, we mult confider, that, if by Sabbath be 
un derſtood the true Sanftification of the Pay, b 
fin:ere worſhipping and ſerving of Cod, then c 
tainly Man was made for it: But if Sabbath bs is 
ken according to the Phari/aes Senſe nere, io 
the meer externa Reſt of the Day (as CH 4 4 
windy widerftands it in this Place) ther view 
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the Sabbath was made for Man; this external 
Reſt being but a Mean for the true Santieficat on 
of che Sabbath, and defigned for the ſpecial (Good 
of Ma”, partly, that his Body might have ſome 
Repoſe from Leben, and chiefly, that be might 
have a folemn Opportunity co worſhip God, and 
hold Communion with him. Now (fays our Savi- 
car) it were unreaſonable to think that a Law in» 
tenden for.a Privilege” and Benefi; to Man, ſhould 
be improyen to bis. Hurt and Ruin. The great 
defign of the Sabbath pleads for Works of Neceſſtry 
g Mercy : For, how can God be ſerved, or the 
Soa! profited on this day, if Care be not taken 
for preterving the Life, and ſupporting the Bodys 
in Order thercco? But how this Text makes. for 
carnal Diyerſions on the Sabbath, 1 ice not; unleſs 
7. $. ſay, That Chriſt mean d, when heſvid, Tie 
Sabbath is mage for Man, lat it i made for his 
corporal Pleaſures; which is moſt abſurd, and di- 
rely contrary to Ja. Ivili. 13. 

ObjcRt, 3. The hindring of Men {rom Sabbaih- 
day” Recreations, ig an [aucrogehment upon our 
Chriſtian Liberty. NES "© 

Ax. | would gladly know what he means by 
Chriſtian Ligerty. 1 take the Goſpel Sonje of it 
to be this, That Chriſt hath puzchaſed for Belie- 
vers under the Goſpel, not only a Liberty from the 
Dominion, . Guilt, and Puniſhment. of Sin, the 
Bondage of Satan, and Sting of Dearth 5 But al- 
ſo, hath liberate chem from the Take of the Cere- 
mont, Law, to which the O Teſtament Saints 
were ſl jetted: And likewiſe from ihe Curſe f 
the oral Lam z vea, and from the Power and 
Obliz::0n of it ho, as a Covenant of Works. ; ſo 
s they are neither to be j/tzfzed nor condemned 
ivereby, But that be hath obrained 2ny Liberty 
to us, from the Ibligatiom of be Moral 2 As 

fe and Mauners, more than the 


the Role of 
Irs ba,” 1 no Orthodox” Proceſtgnt that 
G 4 | will 


Nian Liberty. Chriſt never purchaſed © Tln 
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will affcit it. Now, if the forth Comme b. 

Pat of the Meru Law, (as 7. $. owns to pri 

tend to any Freedom from the ſtrict Obſormatin 

50 it, and what is truly Moral in it under the G. 
el, is Lnchriſtian Licentionſieſt. and not Chr. 


zo 15, t0 be leſs Religion, or leſi diligent 7: Prayet, 
Praiſes, and other Nuties, than the en © fy 
this were no yu Liberty. Our jrive Liebes lin 
in a Readineſs to obey th+ holy of God, our onl; 
rightful Lord; and in being in 4 CA to jul 
ſue our chief Good and great Ed; and the mon WY ire c. 
we are dijabled from this, the more we ste 1. 
Bondage. And hence ; it is, that the n « flon 
laith, Pal. cxix. 45..T will walk at Liberty, fir! 4 
Seek thy Precepts,” But for any, under protence of MI fall 
Chriſtian Liberty,to walk looſely. and }:conticulls, Ec. 
is to deſtroy the End of Chriſtzan Liberty, which WM Pro 
is, T hat being delivered mit of the Haudt of ol Lit 
Enemies, wwe meght rde the Lord within; Fro e 


7 : | % . . TT 5 
zu Holineſs and RAQhieonfireſs before him al H frei! 


days of our Life, Luke i. 74, 75. bel 
Object. IV. The reſtraiuing theſe Recreniitn MI bim 
not a good Politick for promoting Godlineſe ei 
znſtead of this,it drives People rorhe other u⁹¹ü WY © 
' Ani 1. Tho' it were à good Polti, IAN YE 
it is ad Diviuiiy: For, wh muſt 10! 10 Loll | 
h. Good may come of ar. © 

” 2Mly, It is no new Thing for Meng Tull: a 
Corruptions to grow more impetubus, arid 'be the iff 7717 
mire ir ritated by the : Reſtraints and Prot:ibitions ful 4 
of God's holy and juſt Laws, Rom. vii. 8 Yet 0 
Chriſtian ever pleaded that theſe Laws ſhould b Bil F. 
either diſpenſed with, or flackned upon his Ar ui 72”: 


count; bur {tilt owned the Fault to be in wir % , 


corrupt Natures, and not in Ged's exccli-1; Las Wor 


It all chefe Precapts were to be diſperſe wil i tit 
hat are gratiug w the Luſts of carnal Men, 12 70 
„ „„ * Wo Wh; f Nw $9 144% 1 , ILL — 


# a by -» — 


, 
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| f the Sabbath. 3 
4 of them would be binding, for every ſpiritus! 
Duty i unpleaſant to then. 1 * 4 4 Fog 

%, U Egquiry be made inte che Stit2'of the 
Flocks cf theft Miniſters, who we this Poli ick, 
| approhend it will be found, to Have but very bad 
Succeſs in promoting GCodlintſt, or even Moralr;y, 
eicher on Sabbath or Mer day. Nay, on the con- 
muy, theſe Fabathdayr Recrcati ons, will be found 
s Poftrieh of Hell, chers eder the Experiment is 
fied, for batiſhing Piet, and promoting afl Sorts 
of Protanity. Whereas in thele Places Where they 
ire conſciention!ly ſuppreſt, © Sabbath-h0ieneſs, Fa. 
iy ſhip, and true Prety are known to be in 
1 flouriſhing Condition. | N 

+'bly. If Magiſtrates and Maniſters would cor 
Holly join Hands in the £vecrrzon of Civil aud 
Eccleſra®cal Laws againſt Sabbath-breaking and 
Projauenreſs, the impetuous Eruprions of Mens 
Lnits 62 the Sabbath, would foon, through the 
Pers , God, be effectually damm'd up and re- 
rain d. A roeſoluate reſiſting of the Devil is the 
beſt way to overcome him; whercas, yielding to 
him ia any Degree, is the ready way to be yan- 
our!h'd by him. 2 | | Se 
 Obj-R. 5. The Chriſtian Sabbath (alt J. S.) 
/r a Feſtival, and conſequently the folaoing our 
ner by a cheerful and ©mnna; Converſation to- 
gerber ein our Houſes on that Day (/ there b9"ne- 
thing 11: modelt or nngecent therein, nor 1506 muah 


Tame ſpent thereby) 2s not oily Latufu, our Dutt- 
ful atts, | wh | | 
Af. i. J fuppoſe he means the conveening of 
Friends and Neeghbours to carnal Feaftr and, En- 
ert4::mnewts on the Sabbath; and holding good 
Filou, together, after the Manner - of the 
World; ior if he mean d any other Cue ion, 
tank to would not ca at agatnſt the Fendi ng of 
vo much Jims therein, for there is little need of 
i ſuch Caution, with Reſpett to: irirt al Con 
* Den: 
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darin: Alas, there is little Time fpent then 
a K. 4 S. had imployed his Pen ef better, 
he had recommended this Sort at Converſation a 
the Sabbath; For that of a carnal Sort, Tech 
are bi enough to learn it without a Teacher, 
zal I freely own the Lord day to be x F 
but. it is for the Soul, not for the Body: Thy 
is the ahi which Chriſtians are brought into th 
Haug uettimg- Dotiſes, but the Fare is Cclefinl 
he | es Spiritual: On this Day they ue 
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fe aſted and*filled, but it is with the Fang IP == 
God's Houſe, and the Rivers of bis tr 1 1116 
This Day they are mage Joyful, but not with πν lern 
nal Joy and Mirth ; the Fleaſuret ate Spiritn, poſe, u 
the Joy 2s Devene, I do not ſay, That his Dull Me 
onght te be kept as a Faſt-day for A, 15 u, C 
Body; No, it is neceffary - A Body fhould nc in 
feefonably refreſh'd an] ſupported, that it may & m: 
ferviceable to the Soul in the Work of 74» Day, Mahi: 
and Service of God, and may call rhe S:6l at «Mprovi; 
Deizght, rejoice in Co Gooangls, and be che A=. 
ful in the Celebration of the Love and ai Cauti 
eur Krdeemer. But to ſay, that ſer Feats, car Bu 


Entertainments, and good Fellowſhip, ore pra Recr. 
Dities on the Lord day, i ſtrange ect; corte, 
for then I fee not how carnal Mirth and }Jollity en 
be excluded, and fo God's Holy day ſhall be turned I Mon! 
into a Carnival, deſtruſtive to the bicfcd End Bl lives 
gnd Deſigas of it, Modeſt and honeit Prove Wl the &. 
tor our Tables or tt Lord's-day, is what | 09 0 ou! 
diſcommend: Eut I fay, ſet Feaſts, funp1uu Bl of th: 
Entertainments, and tae liberal partaling Whe 
Creatures, are not firaper on this Day; 7* they 
gard they ave apt to indvſpoſe ws for 14s Hun Glors 
of the Day, by rendriug the Body dull aud . ly vr 
6p, and inclining ut i Drowmeſs awd Hu. 
A allo, the preparing of them doch detain XN unde 
| vants fron: the Oraiu a/9gs, avd divert them ban J 
| {com publick aud private Outiei ucei a go 
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" 111 of th Sabbath. Ki is obſervable of our 
NS-Aed Pattern J Chriſt, that though he frank- 


ny were into the Houſes of Phariſees and others, 
dane, when invited; yet, on the Fat H. 


ay, it is ouly ſaid, he went into oe of their 


687 uſcs to cat Bread, Luke xiv 2. That is, to 
Men moderate Refreſhment as was faitable 
Wor that ZL, and the Fork of it Teaching us, 
WW on thi Day we ſhould » like Aﬀeſes and Jet hro 
wil: / Elders of Iſrael, Exod. xvii, 12. #48 


road bofore God, 2. e. with a deep Senſe of uy 


poſe us for holy Del ie,. 
Mor-over, obſerve what Manner of Conwerſa- 
rien Chriſt had al this Sabbath-days Kefreſhment : 
He indeed folaced himſclf and the Company, with 
i mutual and cheerful Converſation; but it was 
wholly Spiritual and Heavenly, concerning the Feaſt 
provided tor us in the Goſpel. This was, ſwitable 
Sabbath-days Conver/ation, that necded not J. S's 
Caution 4gainft ſpending too much Time therein. 
Bui J. F. is f Zealous for theſe . Sabhath-aays 
Recreations and Fintertaenments, that he is not 
content ro prove the Zawfulreſs of them, but he 
will have 2 binding on us, as nece/ary Duties, 
Would to God the People of the Country where he 
lives were chargeable With no greater Omiſſions on 
the Ha , than of theſe pretendgd Zlurzes., But 1 
would lain know how he will prove the Dutifulneſt 
of ther: ; Pray, where is the Command for them? 
Where is the Advantage of them? Whercin do 
they promote the great: Exas of the Sabbath, ds 
Glory and Souls Rai fication ? I think I have cleax- 
pee the contrary. I ſhall only add this Nord, 
; I make 2 Syppofition, That a poor Soul is br | 
a unde: a Law work, or deep Congittioes, like the 
a, by Means of che Sermons on the 8 
wy: Will 7, J. Gy, That it would be bis Day 
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pre ſently after, to go to theſe Feaſts, Hutertalnmm om 
and Recreation, and thereby binder or quench uche. 
Operations of God's Spirit on his Soul ? I wal 24) 
rather think it his Dety to vetire from the He 
and Company,” to Prayer and Self- Examination en 
order to entertain and cheriſh the Spirit's Vio 
tis Heart. | | Imfirmi 
'Obye&. VI. Zur rheſe Recreation and hmm i 5d 
mens wil! not hinder the Sanctification of the Sib Wire fo 
bath; hr rather help to quicken and i are irma 
for our furcceding Dewtions. he for 
An Yam perſwaded, that theſe who xe eng 
themſelves to Godlinefs, and are acquaint with (oh, 
Power of it, will not talk ſo ; nay, they will teh 4 
from their ſad Experience, that the Mectiug of pro | 
miſcuous Companies on the Lord's-dav, for catui 
Entertainments, vain «ea/king, talking and ois 
are ſo far from fitting us for After-udeuotionf or fit 
ritual” Exerciſes, that they directly tend to dada om 
the Heart, ſuppreſs Convictions, quench any Wars 
weſi of Afeftions, and Livelineſs of Frame, wrougit 
in vs by the publick Ordinances, and fo rider u 
the more indiſpofed for ſprrarual Emplonmnons. le 
Read of quickning and, difpoſing our Minds for . 
rurning to God's Morſbip, they FN the more increa% 
our Averlſeneis thereto. Experienced Chriſti 
can toll, that private Meditation, Reading, Chr 
ian Conference, are tar better Mean to ft us for 
out Eoenzrg-acoorions on the Lord's day, than cat: 
nal Recreations. oy 
Odject VII. Some Intermiſſian for Recreation 
:reaful ; for ave cannot be employed in ppirimi 
Exe reaſes a whole aay Thi would be u great Tot 
10 the Sperzrs, eſpecially of ſuch 20 hare bY 
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fore toiled ꝛwith ſervile Labour throtigh the Fe: in, 
Nay, the Zeſt are reudy to faint and wry i nd c 
continued Exerciſe of Peety * _ 3's 
 Anſ. 1. The Extent of God's Precepts is not ne h 


be meaſured by our Ability or Inabilicy ; wo 
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in our {potency to give Obedience, to God's 
 mmande, in the leaſt invalidate or weaken the 
Authority therek. | f 
20% By the fame Argument, the Fews might 
we picaded, That way were not bound to reſt 
be hole Tabbath, nor ſpend the whole day in re- 
gion Exerciſes ; for they were liable to the fame 
MArmit es that are incident to us. i N 

»Aly, 1 frankly allow what Refrcihment is neceſ- 
iry for ſupporting Nature, and for the better Per- 
ormance of the Duties of the Sabbath : Bur, for 
he fore aid calnal Diverſions; they are ſo far from 
emg nec :Jary for furthering the Wort of the. Sab- 
bath, that they are great Hindrances thereto. 
a4thiy, 10 labouring People need Recreation fur 
heir Bodies, then let them have ſome Time on 
Mella for it. If, for their Minds, Fknow 
o ſuch fit Recreation, as the joyful Commemoer a- 
fon of the' Lowe of Chriſt, and our Redemption 
Fom Ile, and Wrath, through his Blood, the 
keerfu! ünging the Praiſes of 927 Maker and Re- 
remcr, which is the very Fork of the: Sabbath. 
it not a Recreation for Chriſt's Sheep to feed in 
us green Paſtnres, and to be led by him beſide 
he h Naters? To behold the Vater of Lzfe; 
lear 28 Chryſtal, flowing betwixt the Banks of Or- 
nances : To get a pleaſanr Proſpect from Mount 
Neo, of the promiſed Land? ls it not a Recrea- 
in for 2 condemned Man, to come and hear his 
Pardon. pronounced? For 2 hungry Man, to get plea- 
ant Food and heavenly Dainlies: For a fick Man, 
bo get al his Daſeaſesr healed Mult ic not be 2 
wnal and ſnpid Heart, that will call theſe a Bur. 
pen, or Woearmeſs ? There are many who: weary, 
ot to ſpend ach days at Markets, in buying and 
Aling; nay, hole days aud Nights, in gaming 
nd drinking: And, will vou call à day ſpent in 
lach pleatant and refreſhtul Wor E, a Fol, which 13 
ne highef Privilege of a rational Creature ? Sure- 
a1 


þ— = . 
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ty, no Vorhnau can be is ghec. of a day's Paſs erg 
his fore Labour, as à Be liever ſhoujd be to han 
ddy's Retedfo from his worldly Uu¹⁰xęw tbet þ 
tray Frebly and _intirety gonberſe with bi: (od gy 
Saviour, ant $£30ice in bis Bounty and redcenig 
„ 146.1 nw e 
deu, Ever; Sabbath we meet with nany wy 
voidable Intertuptions, which take ws of from th 
Duties of God's Worſhip; tho' we po not to contirg 
wunneveſary Diver ons and Recreatio):" for thi 
End. There is much of every Sabbath ſpcnt in ap 
partrig Food, dreſhng «nd n our Bodies, gag 
to the Church, and returning from it, auendig 
Children, Cattle, Sc. O! how many asg our & 
vocatictt 2nd Inter miiſions in ferving aur Crea 
and Redermer out Lord's-day, which e caug 
hw? And. ſhall we think the reſt of the day w 
mach for this important Wort, that we mult go it 
carnal Z2incrfions co drive at away! ? thin 
S, I graft, the beſt are ready to grow ure 8. 
of Dury, becauſe of the Averſion of our ce 5; 
Nature to that which is good; but carnal Rec theres: 
tions will never cure 'this 'Axerfion, nor cvercomtion t 
that Wear, but will certainly indulge add ©: 
creafe the fame. The bt/t WWay to cure Wearing Lord. 
(next to the Grace of God) is Practice and Exper I ar: 
ence in Religion, and fncere wreſtling and itrivghfus to c 
agu iriſt ft. Refiſting overcome: it; but giving vil co. 
to it doth increaſe it. [ ahi. 
thx. The Lord knows the Carnaliiy and Mali res G, 
that our Hearts are neturally prone 10 in rhe H uſtes c 
tbe Sabbath; wherefore,for Remedy thereof he HH Charac 
raciouly appointed Variety of Exerciſes on M Bure 
bbath- day, that when we weary of one, anotid ene: 
mey be our Recreation. Are you wear; of Heu poſitior 
Ing ? then recreate your ſel ves with Praver : 1 . and 
that, then recreate your ſelves with finging ot Col indul;; 
Prajfes'? If of that, then recreate your cles d 
reading God Mord, and other good Book ay Ower 
J 3 


9 
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it, then Foctoate. your ſelves, with Rss : If 
ou Weary of that, then recreate your ſelves Wirk 
briſtian Conference, repeating the Sermons, in- 
Fucking tour Families, Sc. It you N of pudlicł 
Mutice, then go te privat ; if of theſe, go to /e- 
ret Dutie. Is there not hero a delighttal Varizry 
F pleaſoot ſpiritual Denn ſufficient to re« 


* 
LO 


Ak... 


eat our ſelves with for one day, without ins 
ie Help of any fenſua Diverſion, to put off che 
WAl---cious me of this bleſſed ay ? How chink ye 
oo ſpend 4 whole Hrernity in Sirit nas Breroifer, 
enge 112479 Jo mich » day? Whatever car» 


al Mea think, I am ſure a gad Su will be far 
om counting this Fore a Burger Heating and 
cading the Seriptures is 4 far lels Zurden io him, 
han Recroations and Paſtimes would be 25 For, 
ds Trilimonies are bis Delight, aud he rejoices. 
in them, more than in all Riches, Pſal. cxix. Tei, 
thing in the ZYorld is fuch à Burden to him on 
the Sabbath, as his ill Heart, his little ZDei7ghr in 
rhe Sallath, and Short-comings in the Dutic: 
thereof, and nothing ſuch a Pleaſure and Rcere- 
tion to him, as when he can win above theſe, 
dp his Hear: lifted up in the J/ays of the 
Lord. 

lem hac, it is no legſant Fork that God calls 
us to on the Sabbath; who, but à wicked Man, 

il count it a οα ie Thing wo think en Chriſi, 
und his dyνν̃ Love ? to hear the ſwweor Maſſages of 
free Grace, and rejoice in the Fore-ights and Fore- 
taites of ais everlaſting Loge? Lou know the black 
Character of thee who of old called S H- h- E 
a Burden, and ſaid, Neu well the Sabbath be 
fone ? Amos viii, 3. This Temper ſtands in Op. 
polition to Goſpel-HoltneſF : Theretoge, I think, 7. 
J. and every Goſpel Miniſter ſhould, be ſo far from 
10 10 5 'c, by grwiue Hay ts carnsd Reerentions 
ad ereus, thethe ſhould do whas lief du hes 
"BY Per o reprove, diſcourage and te mead it. Ang. 


of the Salla. fi 


tend to be ſpiritually employed. Alas! they 
e hem beſt, can tell that they are moſt un- 
& for at ſuch Occafions. Should pie, © and 


peak t them about Death; and Eee Y. Chriſt 
and che Souls, pr propoſe arm ſerious Queſtion con- 
eeming che Sermon they haye beer. hearing, 1 fear, 
he might expect to be mocked and laughed at by 
Gem for his Pans. | : | 

cy, Let your walking abroad in any of the. 


vanlal, ror enſnare others: Study to do it fo an 
ately, tat others may not be hardned or eRncours- 
ved in their log Recregrions on this day 1 our 
Prample For even theſe Things which are Gwful, 
nd other ſernecefiary in themſelves, are not to be 
ons, when they may prove # Scandal, of Tenipts- 
Ion to others to fin ; for, in ſuch Caſes, we ought to 
eny our ſelves of our lawful Liberty. 

Object. We Hu Tay of riſi . Diſciple abel. 
ling % Emmaus, and back again, on ihe Lorg's- 
y ; % Chrift met with them, and did wat ve 
rove em for it, Luke xxiv. n 


An. This was the fir t Lord Hday of all, and was 


3 
et then fully inſtitute, cr, at leaſt, made known to 
ot Wie et; for they were not then aflured of 
bi Heſurrection. Again, walking abroad this 


lay, tor £1 01morzng the Wor ks of Prety, for declann 
ns God's Glory, or preaching the Goſpel, is nut un- 
why! : And ſuch was this 2walkzng of our Saviour, 


m —y Jo Diſeiples, their Return to Feruſalem 
1 us C2y, 3 8 | wy 
Ill. h 


ide Sauftificarion of the Sabbath, or the boy RIA 
on Poſitive 


quifit» upon ir ; I proceed to treat of the 
anti i ꝛcatio- of” 


quired therein, 
n s 


X alking together on the Lord's-day, do nat 0 much 


laid Caſes be fo ordered, that it may not give 


Nop, having fully bandled this Point, ef the M. 


the day, and of the holy Exengaſes 


/ 
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SECTION II 


Concerning the Poſt ine. Sancklfication 9f be G4 
bath, aua the Holy Hue rciſes Yequaſute uon it. 


Ihe Reft of che Sabbath is not a lazy, id 
Reſt : No; it is a holy 48e Sor: of Ref 
that 1s required upon it. Tho we ceaſe from Wort 
of one Kind, yet we mutt ba as diligent in Jr 
of another Kind. 7 

What I have to ſay upon this Head, ma; be ſus 
med up in the following Directions. 

Firft, Concerning the Diſpoſitian and - Frame d 
the Soul, needful tor ſanctifying the Sabah. 
249. Concerning the Holy Duties requiſite up 
the Sabbath. + 1 | 

ly, Concerning the ſpecial Order, Method 
and Manner, wherein theſe Durzeg are to be per 
formel. 8 | | 
At, Concerning theſe particular Sins, whereby 
the Sant}fication of the S:bbath is hinged, or d 
Sabah rrophaned. 

4 DIRECTIOS I. 


Cnceruiug rhe Frame ef Spirit t for ſriitafyul 


— 


the Lord day. 


The mo{ ſuitable Frame and Deſpoſctian d 
Sou?, which l can recommend for ſaving 
Sabbath-day, is thut of Jon the Divine, Req. i 
io, J was in the Spirit on the Lord's-Jay e k 
mY comprehenfive Expreſſion, and à poble Pattem 
for our Imitation; wherefore, 1 fhall enquire m8 
che Meaning and Import of it. it is pr able t 
may imply ſomething extraordinary, with Rel - 
0 Jom He micht be in ſome ftoguler pute 


| NN 


— 
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Extaf or Tranſport, which ordinary Cheiſtians 
— attain to: Nevertheleſs; the Expreſſion im- 
ports ſomething actainable, and which ought to be 
endexvourcd by all true Chriſtians on tlie Lord's- 


(av. 9 | i gry? 
To te in the SFirit, may be ta ken, either às re- 


an de Spirit of God, or our own Spirits, or 
both. For certainly both the Spirit of God, and our 
4 


wn Spirits are neceſſury, and to be much employ- 
d in the ganckification of the Lord's-day : Where- 
bre ing the EFaprefſion, as including; both, I 
once ve, © be in the Spirit on the Lora day, im- 
darts theſe Things. It tf 3% MCs, 
Fi, & ſpecial Defendence upor Ges Spirit, 
or Conduct and Aſſiſtance, in order to the right 
efforrignce of the Durzes of the Sabbath, and Ex- 
teiſe of the Graces therein: For, withour the Spi- 
t's Aid, we can. heither pray, praile, hear, read, or 
bo any Ching arighhr. n 
:4/p, The eri 2 of God with our Sp; rits, as Rom. 
9. or d hei him n Spirit, Joan iv. 24 
d pertortaing the Duri of the Sabbath with in- 
bard Staccrity of Heart. 7 he Lora feferes Tu 
e ray 4 Parts. He faith, MyrSoz, grue me 
by Heart ; nut, give me thy Ear, thy Tongue, thy 
ips, d Hands, or thy Knees, forthefe; may be 
biven wir hout the Heart: Bur the. Heart gan never 
e belte'v od, without theſe 43" its Attendant. This 
$40 nec ary in all our Detiet end/Afproaches. rd 
„ed, that God faith of it, as Joſeph did of Benin. 


* 
+ 


af %, Unteſs ye brang your Hearts: vloug with you 
bt hall nat [ee my Face. You may obſerre Sad 
„, hear Sermons, fing Pſalms, put up Prayers 
$2 


Fc. but all will be to no Purpoſe, Jſai. 1. 11. Gol 
ould r2ther have che Heart without the Body, chan 
he Body without the Heart. Soul-Prayer, whercit, 
alone, is accepted; but we to bodily Prayer, if 


de alone 


© 


H 2 | zaly, 


— 
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 24y, A ſolemn teviring ous. ſelves from TH. 
World, und abſteacting nun Fhoughys from ol he 4 
Thin that we may bo;fed for more mmedige 795 F 
App aches to an intimate Converſe wahiii!* 
him on hi, on day, wherein he uſes to dr, 
tamlliarly with his Fecple, than at other Time, d 


. „ A laying our laltes open ta the ed 
Wh non o the Spirit 57 God, waiting h luv 
and entertaining his Aſceions, Co], be 
Reproofs and Conſolations, when they arc i de 
* in the Ne and carefully guording oP" 
gainſt every Thing, that may in the lea? greets 
offend the Holy Spirit. 8 1 «hy 
Ay, A more than ordinary Intenſen got Huf 
and Affe ctions in the Dutiet of God's Hi . 
Sabbath days, eſpec ia Hy, we fhauld be fervent He 
Spirit, ſa²ug ihe Lord; we ſhould ca'l in al he Ser 
freying. Phoughts and A fins, prayipg with hn” * 
Plalnilt, Pſal. Ixxxvi. 11 Unite ms Heat: fl 
thy Ne; and Plat. brexx: 18. Huichen u ad ſo 
we /hall:calf upon thy Name. "This day we ſhall de in 
— fort}. our tpiritual Strength to the vemol, wie "47 
mer Duty, and exert every Grace with HM 
reateſi Ihtonſene ſs; we aught to love God wit reſun 
e moſt ſublime Affoctions, obey him with M“ 
pen Intehtüuns, pray to him with the maſt tern” 
mportunit and praiſe hun with the molt { Aim Willing 
KLievation'of Hearts Nay, do it in ſome iti ce. 
Proportion to the Greatnels of that God! <14r5 wahiſ® du 
wwe. 4408 to do, in ſo folemn a Manger, cn the] nul .. 
day: For, Mal. cl. a. we mult not only V At n lies, t! 
Jun bis mighty Afts, but praiſe him acc 41 | 
bis excellent Greatest; we mutt worſt; p him 4 
himſelf. | , 1 
sthiy, A willing and chearſul Performance if” * 
Sabbath-duties ; we ought to call the Sabbat! mos 


Delight, holy and honourable, and go this day ad i 
Jay, to draw Water out of the Wells of Sah * 


and be joyful in the Houſe of Prayer. No!) 24 8 
wi 35 


aon the Lord's Day. 117 
ws not ſatioſſed cis day with a bare ippromnt rw 
% Altar, but he muſt gu te God, af hi hr αι⁰ẽ 
Foy, Plat. Kliii. 4. ad ought not Believers under 
he 2000 el, — e do this an the Lord's 
lay, who bave in humane Nature to go to, 
ad have the glorious rchivvemntt of condo- 
tending and rr ro commentorate . 
Nav! 

The Lord requires us to perform the Datics of 
his day, with a Frame of Mind ſuitable to t $- BY 
pirit, Freedora and Liberty of the Goſpel, 

ling againſt the ſervile Frame of Spirit, hich diy 

e had in the Obſervance. of the Dutics of — 
: For, aue are not come uuto the Mount har 
red with Fire, and da tere to beluld; hut 
mo Mot Zion, the City of rhe Liang G. In 
eee of this day, we ought to keep up tawpee!- 
v of God, as mol accefible, familiar to us, and 
teetling in aur own Nature, and as one thin dorh 
or ſo much regard our outward Performances, as 
he inward Frame and Sincevity of our Hearts. The 
Phariſeer, pretended to great Strictneſs about the 
uc ard Obſervance of the Sabbathy (and hence 4 
reſumec frequently to cenſure Chriſt and his D 
iples Practices on this day) but che were Swangers 
6 18nward Sincerity, and Love to It is che 
Filling ind and henoft Heart in Sabbath Perfor- 
nances, that God chiefly ene uat A Ha a 
a! Strictneſs. i 
, Boing in the Hiri on »he Loni day im- 
lies, th aving of the Graces of the Spirit ina more 
wely Exercife this day than ordinary : And there 
ore we gught this day ſolemaly to invite the No 
Kut b-wnas of rhe Spur ie 6 rome anu blow 
pon our Gardens, that the Spices ther cof may flow 
n And that, particularty, in all our Approaches 
0 Gol, e may ig with a holy Aw ud 
Rerer ace God's ſty and Greatneſs, and a 
121 Sons * our dn Baſeueſe and W 
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and have cu Faith acting vigorouſſy upon G fe 
neſt aud Aferty, our Heart melting with 7-3 angel, abb⸗ 
cal Contrition and Repentance, Our Love 44114 ſpin. oſt, t 
tual Defires flaming forth in all our Acts of Dein hing 
tion. g; nay, all our Graces and Affections !10u!4 by 1dl 
this day elevated, more than ordinary, to (zod's [pts ſhoul 
cial Honour: and Glor . | 
Shy, A more than ordinary ſpiritual and hy hc 
venly Frame of Foul, luited to the Work of this cat 
day Sinde this day is wholly,dedicate to Hod, nt his A 
ſpiritual Duties are the. only Work of it; our Fun Cesc 
upon it ſhould be more heavenly and divine, thy egle. 
| any otller day, or when going about che Dem, 
ties of God's Worſhip at any other Ii ne; ac. 
Mould this day be much viewing and admin with Wire ly 
Thankfulneſs, the dying Love of Chre/?, and the | 
glorious Work of Redemption coraploated this day Wi”: L 
by his Reſweetion. We ſhould be living this it 
above the World, and within View of Hegven, my Ws, 
king. this day a little Emblem and Prelude f this o. 
cverlaſting Raſt of the Saints above. f it v 
{ F , "Hþ - . ' 

9r bly, It imports,” that there is ſometb ing of a MF 5. 
univerſal Sanctity, and Holineſs, peculiarly requiſt: , vo! 
upon this day. Now, this Sanctiry muſt be un etie⸗ 
verſal, with Reſpect to our ſelves, with Keipedt ue 
the day, and with Reſpect to the Duties f. Ni. 
Firſt, With Reſpect] to our felyes, © ou Biſ*r/ 
Thoughts, Words and Actions this day (ould be BP ior 
God's in a ſpeciai Manner; all that we arc, 4 elves, 
that ve have, all wo can do, ihould be wholly &. ied 
voted to God's Worſhip and Service on this dev, 1." 9 
Ivni. 13. God would not only have our IIa ds ried | 
from working, but alſo our 'Tongucs from -alking ib 
and our Minds from chinkirg on woridly T, p © 
this day. f % ADE "A CY | 
za. With Reſped to the day; d ſhould end W 
che Whole olf it in holy Duties, either publick, . en. 
vate, or ſecret : It is not für an Hour t d, 


that ve muſtt ſtudq to be ſpecially holy, Þ +! 5 dani 
FP Yah}, 


# 


upon the Lord's Day. 119 
de wholc day z we ſhould count every Moment of 
abbath time precibus, and fuffer none of it to be 
ot, that we can ave, ſtill aiming to be doing ſome- 
hing for God and our own Souls. 

r, Vith reſpect to the Duties of the da ' 3 WE 
Mould efc-m them all, and make Confctence of 
hem al, fince they all have a divine Stamp upon 
hem : Reading, Hearing, Prayer, Praites, Commu- 
cating, Meditating, Conferring, Catechizing, giv 
1 Alme, Sc. God is to be found in every one of 
heſe Duties: And therefore none of them is to be 
eole&tcd ; and when we find him not gp one of 
hem, we muſt ſeek him in another: And, if we 
mſcientioutly go the Round ot Duties, we ſhall 
heelv fr: him hom our Souls love, Cant. iii. 4. 
Laft/r, This Expreſfion of being in the Sprret on 
he Lora day, imports the performing the. Duties 
df it with pure and {piritual Ends, 925. To elonife 
od, and enjoy him. God is the ſole Object of 
his our Worſhip, and he muſt be the principal End 
fit oo. In our Worſhip, ve 29ſt ſcek him, Help, 
ki. 6. in, not our ſelves. It is natural for Man 
| worſhip God for Self-cnds 3 we often perform 
huties, not only 79 be ſeen and cſteemed of Men, but 
Ille to be [zen and valued by God for them, Jſal ab 
Fit, 3. Hb-refore have we faſted, fay they, 4d 


ue Wer oft 1207 2 &c. They did not perform Duties 
be Slorific God, bur to obtain a Reward for them- 
bes, ad have a Reghtearſneſs f ther own. to 
. Nd and plead pon. Let us ſtudy to be denied 
re, Duties, and guard: againſt a felfifh and 
ol W341 Spicic in our Sabbath-days Performances, This 


ml bes dead Fly to ſpoil the Ointment, and will 
tp our beit Duties frora being ſavoury to God. 
ct us ſtudy then to perform them all zz ?ewoneſt 


4 ri, and nat n the Oldneſy of the Letter, * 
* em. vii, 6. Let jus ui them all as Means for 
„ing Cod aud ous Souls together, as Means for 
aan Communion and F owſhip with God, 
y TJ 4 n and 


— —— 


11 20 Of the Duties requiſite 


1 and holding ſpecial Intercourſe with Ritm, which; 


the ly Way to fit us for Blorifying God both W 
| and h ereakter. 

| arts 

j| 'DIRBEOTION u 


| Concerning the Ho! Duties 1ſt. « 
I! Tous Day. © N * 1 


% 


The Duties neceſſary upon this day; are ith 
I publick, private, on ſecret. 

1 ahnot meddle with the Deties public 
232 as ſuch on the Sabbath, or . « ſpeci 
Ne incumbent upon Magiſtrates of Meniſtrrs ug 
this day, in their publicÞ Stations, but {hall g 
only upon theſe Duties Ree: of al Chrifiizvy 


common. Par 
Por 

Q U EST ! ON I. 77 

What are rheſe Publick Duttes repuire of 115 uþ 1 6 
on rhe Lord's Day ? f 

e 3 

A N 8 ** E R. Dr 

| it, 
They are theſe which we are bound to peril Go 
In the publick Aſſemblies of God's Peop':; welt Ko 
1 the Sabbath is inſtitutę chiefly for | che „ the 
Performance of the Duties 0 God Hoh . 
ke publick Meetings of his People. Fer wi the 
Lord hath à ſpecial £ 25 ght therein, He'lonrs il ve 
12 of Zion Ne than 415 r Dur ling . 1 Sur 
Pas wwherener 74300 vr three are gathered | 

1 ame, Be ktill Be in the MIRA of the. M b. 
t is in the Aſſe blies of God's People for pb 


P Worſhep, that God teteiverh the . Pruja 
"Bot us, And hence the Naimiſt Taith, 12 
ive ber ¶ Haul in ib great Cbngirgut ion. 
Valle Hee —_— much Tour Ad 2 : 
, 


en the Lord's Day. | 
dorniple doth every one Speak of bis Glory, Piel. 
cov, 13. Plal. xKix. 9. Aud ds in'pub!ick Wor- 
Mio God receiveth the Higheſt Pralſes, ſo chere ic 
be bellbweth the Fiehelt Mereies. al. Ixr. 4. 

Bleed is rhe Man whom thou ehmſeſt, aud carſeſt 
reach unte thee, hat he may drerii in thy 
Courts ; ave Hall be ſatisfied with th Goonneſt of 
thy Hoſe, Sec. ON. what good. Things1afe c- 
rincd in that Word; the Goodneyr of 1 Hſe 3 
there is Pardon, Peacs, Loves Grace, Li ight, 
Strength, Comfort, Se. Now, the public Drtier 
of the ©1bbarh recorded in Scripture, which God's 
people ought to meet and aſſenible that day for, 


are varions. And particularly, they are to meet 


dabetbet for Reading and Expounding the Word of 
God; for Pregebving, Hearth, Praying, Praifing, 
Parraking of the Sacramotits, Collecting for the. 
Poor, gg. Por all which we may ſee, Leu xxiii. 3. 
Pf xii. Y. vi. 24. Luke iv. 15. As X11, 14, 15, 
25, 24. Act xv. 21. Ag xvi. 13. Af xx. 7. 
1. Cor. vi. 12, But particularly, 
. Nearing abs Word publickly read and preach- 
ed, with Reverenes and Attention, *is & principal 
Daty on the Sabbath ; nay, our Life depends u 
it, Deut. XxMii, 46, 47. Ir is the great Mean 
Cod hath appointed for the Converſion, of 
Rom. x. * 17. Whatever Men think of it, it is 
the powerful Inſtrument of our Salvation, N. i. 
i6, The Waters of the Sanctuary run only thru 


the Channels of the Word; the Mines of Grace 


xe found only in theſe Climates where the Got; 


dun ſhines. The Lord, if he pleaſed, could im- 


meil.ately, by his Spirit, Break open Sinners Hearts ; 
but he hath determined to * his Mord in this 
Wark, as is plain in Zydin's Caſe, Acts xvii 9, 10, 


. Reading ths Word and Sermons at Home is 


; but Hearing the Ford pteached, is the or- 

ary Mean God kth appointed and promiſed te 
ble!: lor Conv eren: Adi d be {Ughttd; or 
33 | prove 


8. 


' 
© 
* 
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you ineffetual, ho other Way can be contrived 


ir, as we are told, Lale xvi. 29, 31. So that cho 
z glorified Saint or Angel ſhould come down from 
Heaven, and preach upon the Beauty of Chriſt, 
and Glory of Heaven, in the moſt lively and de. 
monſtrative Manner; yet it a preached Goſp-! do 
not perſwade Sinners, neither would that, Or, 
tho a damned Soul ſhould come up irum Hell, 
und preachithe Evil of Sin, and Torments of Hell, 
in the mot pathetick Manner; yer-neither would 
that perſwade, it the Word do it not. Wb The 
me is God's inſtituted Mean, the other not. Let 
us then have an high Eſteem of God's Ordinance, 
and embrace all Occaſions for attending it, 5. 
Reift to bear, Jam. i. 19. Let none dare to count 
that mean, weak or deſpicable, which the wiſe God 
hath inſtituted to fave Souls, 1 Cor. i, 21. /t . 
fed God, by the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, to ſaw 
them t hat heli: de. And how comes Believing but 
by Hearing? Reading good Sermons (as one lays) 
1s like Milk cold out of the Diſh, but Preach ing 1: 
like Milk warm from the Breaſt, which is far 
more Nouriſhwyg to the Child, Let us always then 
as xe born Babes deſire thes Milk, that ve may 
both live and grow thereby, 1 Pet, ii. 2. 
II. Another of the Zublick Duties of the Sal 
barh, is publick Prayers with the Congrep ation. 
© Prager is à principal Part of God's Morſhis and 
therefore is frequently put for the whole, ec, vill, 
21, 22. Acts xvi. 13. 1 
old was call'd the Houſe of Prayer. Public! Fra 
er is molt neceſſary for averting Judgments, ob- 


taining ' Bleſſings, and preferving Love and Unity 


among Chreiftians. Allo, it 18.2 folemn owning 


the God whom we ſerve in the Face of the ola, 
and fo highly glorifies God, The' bounctul Lord 
is well pleaſed to ſee many Beggars chronging 4 
the beautifal Gate of his Temple, walang tor an 
Alas front his Hand: And their Joins Prager 3h 


ö 


Hence, God's Temple , 


aon te Lor#®s Day: 123 a 


moſt prevalent with him, far more thun private 
Prayer ; for, A Petition pre ſented by a ſingle Sub- 
je, is not ſo prevalent as that which is made by 
a whole City. Pier is caſt in Priſon to be exe- 
ured, Aeg xii. but the Church meets, and praye” 
him out of his Enemies Hands. The united Pray- 
ers of the Church are moſt powerfuF to procure 
God's Bleſſing and Preience ; therefore ſee that you 
wake Conſcience” in joining therewith, and be not 
abate om chem. It is 4 moſt graceleſs Practice 
in ſome, they either come not in to the Church 
tl che publick Prayers be overs, or they go out af 
ter Sermon, before publick Prayers be made. I am 
ſure, ſuck can ponds nothing by the Sermon but 4 
Curie, fince they join not with the Prayers, far a, 
Bleſing upon it to themſolves or others 

Ill. Duty is, Tie fnging of Plaims, aud pn 
fing God with the Congragation. Praifing Cod by 


$1nging is often enjoined in Scripture; yea, no leſs Will 
than four Times in one Verſe, Pal. xlvii. g. It i 

is comely for the People of-God ; ay 2re called 1 
ſenging Birds, Cant. ii. 19. they are ſuch as ſhould 1 


ling a!! the Months of the Year; yea, even in the 
dead Monck of Affliction: So did Pay! and Silas 
b « Priſon at Midaight, when their Backs were 
loze with Scourges, and their Feet fait in the Stocks, 
AC; ui. 25. But in a ſpecial Manner finging Prai- 
a — a . . ; 
cs to f od, 18 Our Duty m publick Aſſemblies, 
Pal, cxlix. 1. Luke xxiv. 53. And in theſes, beth 
Princes and People, young Men and Mardons, 93 
2 . : @ 3% 
ud Mor: and Children are bound to act à Part in 
this Heazenly Conſort, Pſal. cxlviii. IT, 12, 17. A 
And above all Days, the Sabbath is moſt proper ! 
h 
| 
| 


lor this Duty, Pſal x5ii, Tite, Pal. cxviii. 24. | U 

lt e Day of Thankſei ding and holy Jay, we: 1 

have 20's Praiſes to celebrate for the Wongers-of Wl 

Ces 217 au Redemption, we have the glorious 

Victories of the Captain of our Salnation to extol 

wal uagaify z and therefore, the Duty f 0 
| | 7 AY 


124 07 the Duties requiſite 
Pris tbit Day is Mahi 22 By this 
wb not only rity Cod, 12 we tdify one wh 
Col. I. 161 The Melody and-Conjunttion of m 
ny ſerious Souls, tend to ruiſe and elevare the 
Heart. Lea, it was one Metin of yp * Ou 
yerflon, he ſays, He wweapt when be bear the 
Pfalms ſang by me Church. 
Singeng is « Reading with Meditation, and (ves 
free Vent to the Thoughts and Aﬀettions, 2:.7 helps 
to Excite and actunte the Graces i It is the Breath 
or Flame of Love and Joy: It is the eterna! Work 
of Heaven, tht Muſick of Saints and Angels there, 
Rew. v. 9, 16, 11. Rey. xv. 3. And what are 
Church Aſſemblies kere, but the Place of our Ap 
— premiceſhip and Preparatian for Heaven ? 1 knoy 
nothing in the World that more reſembles Heaven, 
than a Company of God's People, harmor ten 
ſinging his Praiſes with Grace in their Heart? 
making Melody to the Lord; fbr then the Soul te 
joiceth in divine Good neſt, meditates on di 
Promiſes, extols divine Exopellencies, and mounts 
up to God in Acts of Fail and Love. Let u 
rhen make Conſcience of this heavenly Dry in 
the Publiok Aemblics, and perform it with Hear 
and Tongue; for, were ir not a rate Exercife, Go 
would not honour it to be the only Work of chew 
ven, to the Excluſion of Prayer, Repentance, Rea 
ig Hearing, Communicating,. Ye. ; 
V. Partaking of the Sacrambuss is anothet 
publick Duty of the Sabbath. | 
| iff, The firſt Day of the Week, our (lin 
Sabbath, is the proper Day for celebrating the 
Memorial of redeeming Love in the Lord N 
Ber, Mts xx. . But 1 reſolve to handle this & 


rt | . | 

2#ly, Baptiſm is moſt proper on this Day Tie 
Day ts 5 and the Sacrament gx hotv. hilde 
mould be brought to the Congrega tien, and bayt- 
d m Face thetedf; for, fince B i the 2 


on the Lora's Day. $25 
ri Howe, it is fit to h entred bey th 
"ward is conveened, or Wel Thad Hempel 
that lo the ropeiving of new Members therejnto 
mey be hoamolbgate by them; that the Parynty Rg. 
pagements may hay the more Witneſſes to them, 
«1d the Children have more Payers pyt up fer 
them ; Js allo... that the whole Congregation 
may be edi d by tis folemn 


2 


un Ordinance, and gx 
cned to remember and improve theix own. Haptiſinc. 
Of which ger l.. 

&s for the feaſting Part of this Solemnity, I $9 
not think it proper on the Lan day: Thie may 
well be delayed till ebe day 3er. 1 

V. Making publicł Coiletions for the Poet, je 
z proper Dry on this day, 1 Gor, vi, 1, 2. 1 Dis 
day being inftiture to keep up he Memgrial of 
Chril's infinzts. Charity ta Mankind, and for out 
meeting 10 recei e new Heng, and Hereaes Jr om 
bim, we are, in Gratzuds, uud, on this Occghon, 
ro le liheral th his Poor his doth not eng, 
bur promote our Sabbath-days Frame. Let no 
Chriſſliam then negleR this Duty, which is fo 
plainly commanded by Chriſt, aud has been prafil- 
ed by the Chreſtian Church for near thele. rwe 


- 


thouſand Years. | | 
Think it not enough, that you give ſome Thing 
privately to the Poor this day, and that this may 
excuic you from any Publick Contrabution : © fox, 
this whuld be a flighting of an expreſs Command, 
and making one Duty to juſtle out another: Ap 
beſiden, would tend, to fruſtrate Chriſt's Enirarion | 
of Veacons and Church Rulers, who arg appointed | 
to receive and diftribute the Coilejons far the Poor, 
according ta their various Neceffities. When the A 
?oſtic en ſoins the Corinthi an to lay by them #1 Store, 
e:che rr ſt Day of the Week, that there way 
0 Gather ings when he came; It is plain, he chis 21 | 


means their depefurating bein heritable ©: 
F « Church Ruleft; Fat It it ver 


W163 derb 


* 


* 


_« 4 
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bot To, there would Rill be need for Gar eri 


1 grant indeed, it were ve er for eyer 
n befides 7he Prblick Charlene gives en 10 

Zofdudy, likewiſe to ſet apatt ſomerl ing thi 

Day, 4 x 


lay it by him in Store, äccerding to his 
Gains and I:comings thro? the Veel, as à Stock & 
Fund, out of which he might give to por; ti 
charitable Uſes as Oecaſion ſhould require. And 
to the Stock being prepared before hand, you wil 
give the more ounrifully and more */{/:+;/; 1 
Ac, Uſes, thin otherwiſe you wilt find in yout 
Hearts to do. If nt only rich Men, but een 
Tradeſman, Labourers, and Servants, would thus 
lay up every Lor#r-day ſome wo ſmall Thing by 

them, they might, without any ſenſible Damar: 
to themſelves, have fomewhat to give to proper and 
needy OtjeFs. And, I am perſwaded, this would 
dot be the way to impair,” but to encrezfe your 
Means. | 4 


— 


* 


QUESTION If. 


Phat arc the pridute Duties required of © $1 
. the -Lord's-day. . N 
It is not enough that we ſpend ſome Parc f the 
Lord s-day in publick Worſhip; but fince ? 
proved berore) the whole day i conſerr ated is Tod, 
the reſt of it is alſo to bo krept holy, and taken up 
in holy Duties, in private and ſecret. | 
Domeſtick and private Duties, are neccſſary on 
this day, both for preparing us for the Fuf⁰4H Or 
Ainanco, and for 8 and rea ping Advat 
tage by them. a 1 
ele Duties ard, Family War fe by reading 
| che word, ſinging the Praſor, calling The 


n len x id 
le name of Bod, Family Catechiſing, Repetition 
bf Sermons, Chriſtian Conference, SC. A N ö 
I. Family Worſhip is 2 Duty incumbent on 1 
Mafters of Families every day, bur more — 

ly upon the Lord's-day. It is to be regrat>d; h. 


there mould be any need to adduce Arguments to | j 
cave tas ; but fincethers are fore who calf chem: 
Elves Miniſters, who either deny it, or elſe have | 
not ſo much Conſcience or Courage directly _— 1 | 


Artic in thetr Preachings or IV ritings * "They 
neither preſs the Performance of this Duty, not 
teprove the Neglect of it in others; and, as it is 
generally ſaid, they do not practiſe it themſelbes 3 
whereby many are encoutraged to. flight Famisy 
Worſhip, and think it no necefiary Duty, to the great 
Hindrante of the Advancement of Piety. I ſhalt 
therefore prove it to be the Duty of all Matters of 
Families, eſpecially on the Tord day; and that, ili 
in che firſt Place, from the fourth Commandment.” '_ 1 
The {ourth Commandment 1s 1 directod 1 
to Maſters of Families; becauſe Families, as ſuch, "8 
ar? chi-fiy to be'toncerned iii the keeping of it, bob il 
Nogatingly and Poſirgnely. For, 3s the Commer:d WW 
enjvins every Maſter of 2 Family, with aft + 
that are within his Gates, his Son, has Daugh- 2 
ter, bis Man:ſermant, &c. to forbear all Man- 9 
her of Hor on the Salbarb; ſo it likewiſe enjoim Wl 
them g Remember the Sabbarh-aay to keep it Holy. 1 


Po, to keep the Sabbath holy to the Lord, with- iF 
ar al doubt, implies the worſhipping of God: hk 
bis cannot be underftood only vf worſhipping of Tl 
| Ged in the prblick Aſſemblies ; for theſe cannot be 915 


aways had, yet {till the Command for ſanttihing 1 
the Calas, 18 binding On Families. A in, the Mes 

Publice Harth takes up only à part of the Sabo 1 
bath, but Families are bound to ſanctify the day 

hrouchour, © This cannot be duly done by the 
Members of the Family woelhippizg:.God apart in 
re ; for Families as ſuch, are bound io do it. 


The 


"> -< 


— * — 
- DT 8 2 


— ” 
* 
2 


— 


© * - _— - 27 - 
* 


do, aud this we ought all to do, tho 


ny FenniLie ud ig Migied 
22 thi . * of Family Warſhip, from ſe eri 


Of the 2 be 


Joly With Nor 
ipih er fo de 77; 
N öreoter, ff the BN 1; r 
"» Mutter ot 4 FPamly v ini 
20d in ale, , 1— in Her 67, upon te ey 
Would be no fury Ao 21 
ANY, of x #1 ; 24 
5 i 2 . 
ii | ith tne Men. Hur 
F. is own, Which ger 
Bur iti pl 15 that che n ipeci 
iy bn Matter . * the Et rice: 
care 0 by (tying of th the Soblath Creu 
wh l Re which mult * y dorf. gb in a 
e well as by reſting from Labour ; otherwiſe e Ship 
N 0 44 more than is 333 of the Beals: . Hos; 
bis he can never account for, ynlcis tie dd by © 
unten with bi Family, go He fore then WI Fan: 
10 Þ Ga, h + Fog mple, direct and ex 0urage BY clear 


hem in the. — 5 Ip apd Seryice of God, uw WM 34 
1 % da ip Ws 40% 's Practice ff Fart 


Ny ily Yr ie Net 


oy 'W 5 


Seien u rf ha W $ t 4 15.6 BY op: 
{aith not, Houſe 7 e ord ; but, Chil 
and my , Houſe 4 5. 6. we wil jointly Wl alfo 


worſhip God, Land entity his Sabbats, * * Wrat 
the . Parts of his Service. . e would Wil what 

erc were 11 8 Wor 
publecł 0 i tbe. s$orld, And this is cor Bl Fam 
firmed by Lenz. xxiii. 3. which requires: the Suk lactue 


Lark to be . 9 ſerved in all our Tel Git 


tings ur private ie,, as well gs in Poly Cont Bil Proj 
cation — every Family e ag well as by n 


But I apſtrate the indiſpeofible Necel 


I. The La Nw Nature and ſound Reaſan plead 
Nin 09 many Aero „ 1. It tegchech . 
Jointly Hongur their Feen 


23 an 


woe a r © a+ Tac Se SS Aa 


10 


un the Lord i. Day 129 
Now, God is the. Author and Founder of F amilies, 
Pal. ixviii. 6, God ſetter. the ſolitary in Fami- 
lie, and ought not Families to worſhip him who 
inſtituted them, and that for this very End, That 
they might glorify him, and fhew forth bis 


Prat. | 


40, The Light of Nature feacheth Maſters of 
Familics ouſe all proper Means for proventing the 
Hutt of the Family, and reſcuing them from dans 


ger 8 And ic is plain, that Family Prayer is a 
ivecial Mean for this Effect. The Light of Na- 


* 


ure taught the Hemi hen. Mariner. with nie Ship's. 


Crew, Jonah i. 4. to uſe joint Prayers to fave thews 
ins Storm: And we ſee it was the Maſter. of the 
Ship that called them ro this Duty. Now, mall a. 
Heathen aſter of à Ship do more in his Society, 
by Nature's Light, than à CHriſtian Haſter 2 
Family will do in his, who is privileged wich the 
clear Light of ,the 1 
zdly, The Light o 

Al they can to promote the Good of their Families, 


w provide Fuad and Phyſik for their Seryants and 


Childrens Bodies. And doth it not teach them 
allo to uſe Means, to, preſerve their Souls from 
Wrath, and further their eternal Well-being ? And 


What Mean more proper for this End, than Famzly, 


Wirſk'? and conjun Prayer? O! Maſters 
Families, your Examples herein; will have happy 
lulluence upon your Children and Sctvants, both to 
ow them to Pray, and teach them how to 

R „„ : 
hy, Nature's Light directed rhe Heathens to 
bare their Leaves and Penates, or Houſbold-Gods, 
whom they worſhipped in « ſpecial Manner, and 


o whom + 


*ripture, that Zaban and Miceh had their Terg- 


Bin or Houſbold-Gods. Now, tho theſe were 
Un kelplals Gods, yer i be vs they believed 4 
* EF - 


* x 


Nature teacheth Men to do 


m they offered Sacrifices for the Protettion 
«nd Welfare of their Families: Sy we find in 


a”, 


11 
7 


190 Of the Daties requiſue 
Nevceffy of Fomily-worſpip, Alas ! Hoarhen wil 
riſe ap in Judgment againſt many who. arc le 
Chriſtians. -/ © | x 

WH. We are commanded in Scripture to prag e 
| aur, and robe, all Manner of Prayer, 
Tim. ii. 8. Eph, vi. 18. Now, if we muſt Pray in 
all Places, then furely it: our Families; if Wich all 
rs of Prayer, then ſurely with Faonijy 
ayer · 

III. Maſters of Families are bound to love God 
bi ih all their Hearts, and their Netobbeur; n 
themſelves; and conſequently we bound to bring 
their Families along with them, to the worſhip of 
Goa. God'sPeople are filled with ſuch Love and Z, 
that they frequently call the inanimate Creatures to 
join with them in God's Praiſe, P/*ixix.5.4.P/ cxiviil 
2. &c. And how much more ſhould they col their 
Neighbours and fellow Chre/izans ? How oft doth 
Dadid invite and exhort others to Praiſe God with 
him? And, will not Maſters of Familie, who 


love God, and their Nexghbou”, invite ant exhon 


thoſe to whom they arc fo nearly related, to join 
with them in the Pro and worſhip of God. 

IV. Families have many joint Errands to the 
Fhrone of Grace, which call for join: Fanily 


Prayers and Prazjſes: They often fin toget:2r, 


and therefore it is fit they» confeſs and mourn tv 


geber. They need many Fay Bleſſings, and it 
is fit they jointly ſeek them. 
to many Family Dangers; therefore they ſnouſi 


They arc expoſed 
Jointly deprecate them. They receive many Fir 
mily Meretes, which call for Family Than, 
giving. They work in their Employment, and 

together, and it is very fit they feek 4 


Meſhing en them together. 
V. 41 5 


Churches ought to wor hg Got ↄ 4 joint 
and foleinn Manner: Now, rho. Spirit of & 
frequently calls Chriſtian Families Cubes; which 
henourablc Title hey would by no means dee, 


on the Lord Day. 19k 
f they * Comimuniom together in the 50% 
Az 6 Go 0 ; . | 8 
* #4 It is plain from 1 Tim. iti. 4, 5, 12. that as 
4 Minivters are bound to rule the Church: fo Ma- 
1 WH fiers of Families are bound to rale their Families 3 
" Wl which e not only by inſtructing them, but going 
| before them in Gods worſhip; and being their 
Guide and Mouth in Prayers and Pratſes, 
For every Head of a Family is a Prophet, Briefs 
1 OF King in his own Houſe: He is a Propbet, t 
Lach and inftrut his Houſhold; a Preeft, to in 
6 Wl terceed and pray for them; and a King, 10 
tet and govern them; and eſpec ially, to na ĩnta in 
fr worſhip and true Religion among them,. 
5 VII. It is clear from r Pet. 111.9. that Nusbanda 
„Wies are bound to pray together, and conſe- 
"WH queatly the whole Family : For there they ste 
n horted from Strifes and Contentions,  becauie of 
bein T-ndency to hinder their con unct Prayers. 
” VIIT. The Examples of the Saints in Scripture, 
do invincibly prove Famaly-Worſhip to be our 
"WW 214 We read not only of Abraham's inſtrukł- 
in; bis Houſhold, and command ing them to wer- 
85 fit God by themſelves ; bur alſo here ſoe ver he 
„ons with his Houſbold, he builds am Altar, 
nud with them Se calls on the Name of the Lord, 
is '5 clear from Gen. xii. Gen. xiii. Gen. xxi. 33. 
| took notice of Foſbua's Family Devotion, « little 
before. Davig, Yſal ci. ſaith, He will walk , im 
bis Hyuſc as e with a perfeft Heart; And 
we find him coming Home from the puhlick Mor- 
feu, 2 Sam. vi. 26. to bleſs his own Famely, 
which was certainly to go about Family, Worſhip 
With ther, and ray for Goes FHefſwig om them. 
We find Daniel about this Work three times 4 
Day, Dan. vi. 10. It was Family Prayer 
Which he performed, for if it had been ſectet 
Prayer, Strangers would not have known ſo well of 
t ner would they found him at it, 28 114 
* k ic 


132 Of the” Dutie requifite 
faid they did: So great a Frince would bee hat BY © 
Servants in his outer Rooms, to have ſtopp d they Fa 
ere they came ſo neat, as to heat him at his ſecret iy, 
Devotion. We have our great Pattern Fe/1:r Chrift * 
: finging Pſalms, and praying with his Fam:ly, dis p 
his Diſeiples, Matth. *xvi. 30. Luke ix. 15. John AY 
xvii. This was Cornelzus's Practice, Aci, ». 2, it | 
is ſaid, He ferred God with all bis Houſe. which Ml &. 
implies, that he bi, ,b God with all bis Horſe | 


+ 


* — 


i for fearing of God comprebends Worſhip, = 
4 Lai, We find Paul, Philem. 2, 3. making A 
mention of the Church in Philemou's Houſc, which ; a 
1 Was his religious VYraying 4255 And ther _ 
Fer. zz. he ſpeaks of their joint Prayer through — 
which. he truſted he ſhould be given to her 2 6 


Since then the Duty is ſo clear, let us be on 
eerned and zexlous to promote the Worſhip of G 0 

3 n o Families. Conſider, how zealous ſome we ll © 
ta promote a. talle or ſuperſtitious Morſiß Go 
bids the Propher look and wonder at their Dio , 

gence, Jer. vii. 1), 18. There we {ce both Father, 
Children, Hushandi, Winer, and all are aer up W. 

about it. Where, Aas! is there any Family lo eu 


net for the true 17 orſhip of GO 


= = * 
- 


OBJECTIONS againſt Fanily Win, de 


anſwered. | | ; ſinc 

1 * i | 4 wit] 

Object. 2, FE pray in ſecret, and chat is f, bur 
| ceent ? 

| Rr if y 


An. „ This is not ſufficient, as hath been fre 

ven 3 one Duty will not ſupply the want ot u 

cher Family-Frayer is your Duty, as well as & 

cret· Prayer, and vou ought to go the Round of Dw 

es, Faun no known, Duty, if you would pre- 
ſper in any Duc y. ene | 

gad, Secret Prayer, O Man, were thy my : 

ache, thou hadſt no Family. ; yer, althe thou 185 oy _* 


* 


* 


I F F 8 


= 


an th? Lord D.,. 137 


Jong nor Fatulty of Seb O Maſter of x 
Pamity why hath God bleffed thee with a Fami- 


- 


ty, and with the Faculty of ſpeaking, but chat you | 
might be more capable to glorify him withp.and 


before chers? Hath not CHrift, in that excellent 
pattern of Prayer, taught zou to pray conjunctly. 
by ſawing, Our Father which art in Haden, Give 
us 11% Day our "daily Bread Haft thou any 
Charicy o thy Neighbours, any Lore or ey to 

em 


' the Souls of thy Family, and wilt not take 


Jonolt with thee to the Throne of Grace Didit 
thou enjov any Communion with Cod in ſeeret, or 
ate my Sweerneſs in the Duty? Would you not 
invite thera to come taſte and ſee chat God is good; 
ar.d varrake of the ſame heavenly Chear with vou? 
Obie. 2. Ve have nor Gifts to phay befare others. 
Ans. t The great hearer of Pra yer doth not look 
to Gifts as we 2 No, he looks to the Heart; 
ſay nor then, becauſe gourcannot pray as 4 Miniſter, 
er ſuch + pitted, Man, that ye will not pray at all; 
bring a humble and broken Heart to God, and ho 
will accept of you, the' you had but two or three. 
Words or broken Sentences. It is not ne Words, at 
eloquent Expreſſions that God is delighted: with 
it is tho" Sincerity ot the Hart. 
- x, Ufgithe one Ialent, Trade wirf. it, and it 
will enceale'y do asryatr cen, and God will wach 
you to do better: I never n⁰eπ] any that criediit 
linc-rely bur God helped them can lde not ay 
with ehe Diſciples, Lord teach us to pray, Hev 
but the 7.074's Prayorpit'ye can ſay no: migre, and 
if ye do it farcerely, mort Mall be given 
zal, Make uſe of the Helps which God affords 
you tor Prayer, 1. Acquainr your! ſelves with the 
ScripL ures, trequently read che im, and particu- 


y,the xxv, Ii, kraxvil exid Dſalmr, and othars 


*2 You will find war; 
editions, 0 be uſed in 


dige words uhich the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, 


» of fit Expreſſions: 


and 


Lacy 


FO 
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yer. Toke wer e 


* "a A. * =; — 


134 Of the Daties requiſite 
are the moſt. acceptable words, Likewiſe Aud 
the en Commands, view the large Exto1it 41d 
Meaniag of them, the Duties required, ard Sint 
forbidden in each of them, and they will Gill 
von with vaſt Matter for Confeſſion and Peti. 
tion. Alſo ſtudy the Zord'; Prayer, and the in: 
port 4 — ſeveral e thereof, wry there ant 
Man itions wrapt up in every one of thcm, 

* Study M 44 Attributes and Works d 
God, and they will afford menifeld Matter both. 10 
Prayer and Praifes. View the Mort of Creation; 
and more eſpecially, the [ork of Redemption, the 
eterna] Contrivance of it, The glorwus Mediator, 
bis Nature, his Offices, 'Tife, Death, Suffering, 
and inſinite Lee; ' bis Fulinſs, Grace „ Offers, 
iy ay | and velit ordered Covenant, and then, | 
2 8 2 will not be barren of ſuitable Vatte: 
for Prayer. Avery Child (as one (2th) 
1550 7 be feat a Merchants Pack opened, v et 
ther are * F T bingsavhith e aeftrerh, wal 
learn 8 2. Jay, 0 Fathcr Grey this, of 

ie me that; '$o the Soul will nat want what to 
> Ch that ſees tho Tregſurns and Riches of Chril 


| — Study to be athugint with tay? ſelve 
carts and Lives: Conſider your Sate 3nd 
ali wht both in Soul and Body, and the 
Providences of God towards you. Think upon the 
Vanity and Inconftancy of all worldly Things, thi 
Pra of Man, and Brevity of Lite ano part! 
cularly, thigk much on the Four laſt Things, 2. Mb, 
Judgment, Heaven and Hell, and you will have 
of Matter for Prayer. 
Beſides all which," there are Four Words yt 


| always in ; mind when © to Prof 
EE 8 rove a laſting 3 4 5 
Matter to ou, ug." 99 
* ot a * 5 . 


— C : $ 


7 * 


dours ? Then tack os frem God ;z W ; 
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10% Your Hf. Have you not a great Multitude 
to confeſs, and ſeek Mercy for, Sur 'orenzmmal and 
Hun of Omiffion and Commiſſion, of Heavt and 
Li Wbar indwelling Corruptions, and Heart- 
plagues, have ye to lamem, FHleraneſs, Dranneſs, 
Carnality, Unbelicf, Backfhdang, Hypoeriſic ! Kc. 
Look, into your Lives, and behold what Sins ye 
have committed, and what Duties ye have omitted, 
and make particular 'Confeffon of them. 

4% Your Dleſeries. How many have ye to 
complain of, and beg Deliverance from in 8 7 
Are jou not born in a lot State, a Child rath, 
an Heir of Hell; under an/unſupportable Burden of 
unvardoned Guilt, moſt loathſome and "polluted in 
God's Sight, under the Tyranny of Satan, liable 
to Ahe M:ſcries of this Life, Cares, T'oils, Los- 
ſes, Croſſes, Sickneſs, and Death; yea, expoiodito 
the Wrath of God, the Curſes of the Ter, the 
Sword of Juſtice, to a ſtrict and ſevere Judgment- 
feat, to unquenchable Fire, and everiaiting Burn- 
ings, and to. Baniſhment from Gog's Favorr and 
Preſence to all Btermary. ' n N 

za, Your Mat. Are ye not r beggarby 


Sinners, tull of Pant, and Necefuies* ii us 


dwells 112 good Thing. Do you want the Bread of 
Life, the Balm of Gilead, Pardon of Sin, Peace 
with God, Deliverance from Wrath, à new Na- 
ture, a flott Heart? Do you want Bye- Salus, dre 
Rai ment, Gold triud in the fire? Do ye want 
Faith, 7.ove, Repent ance, Victory oh r £1efbs ? Bee, 
Rand. 2 50 F and 4 2 
on? Rare ye not temporal Wants to lay before 
God? ve can tell them d 7 Fricnd 4nd coth- 
pin ta chem, tho? they afford you Mttle Help ; 
duglt ye not far rather go to God x with chew, who 
is both able and willing ta help © Do ou wann 
"ealth to bur Bodies, Bregd to your Families, 
Covidie; for your Children, a Bleſſing on nt Li- 


2 1 Oo 
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ny to him, and he hears them, how much meg 
will he hear you? 

atbily, Your Merczes. God daily Jouds vou with 
His Mere ies, the 7 2 70 gs every Morning i 
is of the Lord's Mercies, that your Houſes tren 
conſumed with Fireinthe Wi; ight, and vc Puried i 
the Ruins thereof 3 that ſudden Death th oy 
{mite your. Children, Servants, Cattle, or Relat 
ons; that you waken in Safety every Moruing, m | 
not in everlaſting Flames. Doth not the Lord ſe. 
a Hedge about yon, and all that you arc, al 
— you from Devils, Eremics, and manifold 

. give you Health and Strength, biel che 

K your Hande, cover a Table for ou, and 
— Aileen about your Tents? And have you n# 
Plenty of Matter for Thankſgiving? Yer, he hath 
contrived. a May ta fave you, — his Son tc redeem 
you, mikes-preiling Offers of his Salvation, wt 
waits paticntly for your Repentance. Non om 
think on thele Mercies, can you want. 175; 
Prayer to bleſs God for them? Lifay hon, e. 
member vour $z2s, Miſeries, Hants and Merc, 
and will never be ſcarce of Matter for 7 aer 

Obie III Ve have not Confidence to pray be 
2 orbers. - © 
Auw. 1, Mind what Chriſt faith, 2/5 thu 
are ofſbamed of him before. Men, he will le aſs 


me f them before his Father in Heawuen. 


zal, Many are aſhamed £0 pray betgs othen 
who arc not aſhamed to Sin, Curſe, $wear, gem 


Drunk, and break the Sabbath beßore ot er. 


'3dly, Why ſhould You be aſlamed to prov bfore 
vour , own Family, theſe you :cdnftant!y conve 
with, and of whom you have the Command Wy 


vou hays Confidence to pico this frivolous Exuuie, 
at the Day of Judgment: 


1 


"gm: Laſtly, You will not pied fuch: vxcules 1 
relating tc the Body: If are or 
Fry were Ding fr want EG, ve woul 


ne] the 
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reicher want Words nor Confidence to moke 
known your Caſe to a rich Friend. If you were 
mortally fick or wounded, you would freely tell 
tour Caſe to a Phyſician. If ye were drowning; ye 
would call aloud: for Help. And now, when ye 
awd your Families are ready to periſh in your Sins, 
will vo not make knoww your Caſe to God, and 
ry with the Diſciples, ' Lord ſave 145 or elſt ave 
#eri/s, Phe common Beggars that go from Door 
t Door, will rife up againſt vou; they think no 
fame io cry ar the rich Man's Door, hear them 
tho ol, they want nor Words enough, ye need 
not 122. them what to ſay; their pinched Bowels- 
make them both Eloquent and Importunate; they 
weary not to ſtand and ery, tho they be- but en- 
recting a ſmall Morſel: And ſhal we, whoſe Needs 
are fer greater, whoſe Expectations are fat higher, 
want Vords, or Confidence to cry and knock at 
6984's Door, fnce he declares, that dur Importuni- 
ys gowiſe à Trouble but à Pleaſure to) him ? 
{5 no: everlaſting Life, and Deliverance from Hell 
wort: the feeckins ? Shall Men do more for 
the Welfare of their dying Bodies, than we for 
the Salvation ot our immortal Soulss 

Object. IV. We have nor Fim to ſparr for Far 
23 Norſbi p, our Labour is fo great, and Bujineſs 
Jo EPYORg. F.* 2 |. 98g * [4 8th 7s 
». Aus. it ls not the Worlhip and Service of Ged, 
che preateſt Butineſs you Lond to do in the 
8 All other Things are Trifles in reſpett of 
this. . N A 12157 a #79 "9 

„ Better want Time for Sleeping, for Rating, 
er 40y Thing, than want Time” for this, which 
tar more neceſſary than any Thing elfe. 
%God, in his Providence, may ſoon caſt greater 
Hindrauces in the Way of your worldly Buſineſs, 
than this, as a would be. © He may ſend 


Fevers among your Children and Servants, chat 
vit cp your Lgbour much longer, chan a; lit 
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Time ſpent daily in Family Worſhip would 4, 
When & knefs or Death comes, they will nat he 
put off by telling that you have no Time for your 
Labour to be ſick; No, ye mult find Time to he 
fick and ly on Beds, tho it were in the T-rong of 
Harveſt, And muſt ye, whether ye will or ns, 
2 Time to be on oe and will you find ng 
Time to pray with your Families, in orger to 
| 4 ber Sickneſs and Der ? Ang 
„it is likely, that if ye prayed more in yow 
Families, your Labour would be leſs ſtopped by 
Sickneſs and other Troubles; you ſhould have for- 
er Crofles and Perplexitics in your Buſine(s ; and 
whatever they were, you might expect they would 
be ſanctiſied. Family-Prayer would be « (wet 
Vent and Eaſe to the Mind, under all Family-Cares 
and Anxietics. | | 
atbly, Family Prayer will not hinder your Buſine's, 
tho in the Throag of Harvcit. ' What Stop would 
it be ta your Work, ta be every. Morning and E- 
vening, 4a Quarter of an Hour upon your En: 
with your Family? Nav, it wovld further it, and 
ute a Bleſſing on the Work of your Hand And 
have obſerved, that in theſe Parts of the Nation 
where Husbandmen and Tradeſmen take Time for 
Family Worſhip, they are in @ more flou-i/ning 


in worldly Ihings, than in thoſe Farm 


where it is negleRed : | Remember, that all the 
Succeſs of your Labour depends on the (ſpecial 
Blefing and Providence of God, and "there 15/10 
way more likely to obtain this than Family Fay. 
cr, If God wouchfefc not his Bleſſing, your Labour 
will be Labour in vain, .al. exxvit. 1, 2. How 
— may God blaſt all the Labours f prayerlcs 
X 68 * 1 W N „„ 
diy, Whatever you pretend from want af 
Time on Week-days to excuſe you from I mil 
worſajps yet there is no Shadow for this Obſection 


upan'the Sebb@brdgy, in which you have 19 auf 


Plipels 


on the Lord's Day. 139 
Buſineſs, but to ſerve and worſhip God. Me i- 
gracioutly pleaſed to free you this Day from your 
Labour, that ye may apply your ſelves imirely to 
bis Morſhip without Diſtraction. O ye that are 
graitned for Time, thro' the Week, for Family and 
feret Prayer, be buite on the Lord day in the 
Performance thereof, and be thankful- to God fo: 
allowing you this Day for theſe Exerciſes. 

In th: Name then of the Great God, who hath 
funded Fs milies, and is the God of all the Fams- 
lie of Iſracl 3 and in the Name of his Sen Jeſuc 
Chrift, in whom aul the Famatltes of the Harth 
tan bs ces, | bekeech and obteft I you that are 
Maſters of Families, to Honor the Creator and 
Redeemer of the Mord in your -Familzes, exedt 
him a Family Altar; and dedicate your Houſes to 
be Temples for the Worfozp of God. Perform this 
Duty conſetention/ly every day, but more eſpecial- 
ly _ the Lord day, let your Family-Sacriſices 
tis Day be doubled. I ſhall add ſome more Mo- 


uyes to jt. | 

I. This is hell to procure you all Sorts of Fa- 
mily-Blefangs. Would you have God to build 
your Houies, , bleſs your Subſtance, dwell in your 
Families, and he. n Guard to them. Night and 
Day: Would ye have your Relations comfortabla, 
aur Affairs ſueceſoful, and your Enjryments ſweet? 
den ſet up, and keep up amily Worſhip, mak e 
your Houſes little Churches. 1290 e 
ut, You may enpect Family Protection. It 
you, by Famzly Prayer, lodge your Families um- 
der the Shadowy 2 Almighty, you nerd not be 
* of Terrors that „ Night, or 2 Day, 
or you are under the "Tuition of him hat reops 
Iracl, a neither flumbers nor /lceps. Praying 
Fam. lier ace proſerved trom many more Evilaand 
Aiſchiets thun they are aware of; ſometimes di- 
mac Provideus& makes à viſible Diſtiaction be- 
ina them zud others. I have read a 
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Tom in the Car on of Bern in Switzer! ing. wy 
Kſting of 90 Houſes," that in the Lear +2, vp 
all "deſtroyed by an E except the Tei 
If one Houſe, where the Maſter of it wir his Fr 


milty, were at the Time on their Knees at Favily 


Prayer, This is a noble Pillar for {ſupporting vu 
Hooks, ©» | 
2aly, You may expect Family Provator ; you 
Breuna ſhall be given you, and your Water ſhut 
be fre; you ſha! dwell in the Land, aud tering 
Have Food. God foeds the Ravens that cry to hin, 
and will he not much more feed Chriſtian Fank 
lies that cry, Tord give ws this Day our Hil 
Bread? O poot Tradeſmen, who can hardly on 
"your Credit kept and Families maintained O poor 
"Tenants, who can ſcarcely get your Farms 74d and 
Children provided for, by all your fore Toi! and 
Labor, wilt yott rrp Famely Prayer ſincereiy; 


dare Tay, thar the Ter, «who blyſedthe Hof i 


Obed-Edom, and all that pertainedl in, bs 
cauſe of rhe Ark of G which he lodged, will from 
that Day forth bleſs you, proſper the Work of your 
Hands, and make your Affairs more fncceſsful : | 
Will not hinder your: Labours, but procure a Ble. 
ting an them. I jay then, make ea fair Trial and 
1 hope in a little Lime you ſhail find a (enfible 
Change in your Affairs. Some have obt{crred thy 
in their Expetiencgccge. N 
zally, You will have the more Comfort and Sx 
asfaftion in your Family Relations; this is the 
Hay to keep up your Antbority among them, ant 
to procure you more Reſpe& from them. © Vi 
Ker of 2 Family exert his Anrhorzry to bing rho! 
under his Charge to attend Frmly Hor p, be 
will find them more obſervant af his other Corr 
wands; Children would be mare ; obedtent, And 
Sereunts more - faithful; che: Fear of the: Got 


whom they daily  worikip withryoa,. would be 1 
Ferre „ Aw-hadd 


__ 
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Aw band upon them, to do their Duty to you, and 
ad for your Intereſt, | | 0; 
Hi. Emily Worſhip is an excellent Mean to ad- 
vance Religion and Reformation tbrough the whole 
Lan if every one would begin rh hir ona f 
mily, reform it, and plant Percy therein, what hap- 
y Cities and Pariſhes wor/d ave ſor h If you 
would recover decaying Piety in the Land, and ba- 
aiſh Curſing, Frecaring, Dremkenneſi, Sabbath- 
breaking, &c. om of the Town and Parifii where 
wu dive, then begin wit your 9wn Family; ſet up 
rayer and Religion therein. Satan and Vice will 
not duell contentealy beſide Prayer. The Way to 
make an Street, is, tor every Houle to free 
lefore hett own Door. Religious Families are ex- 
celleut Nurſerics to the Church, and Seminarits of 
Piety. Do you wiſh then to ſee ReNigionflouriths ' 
and Re formation carried on: And, do you defirc 
to be inftrumentel therein? Then worſhip God, pro- 
mote Piety in your own Family ; your Example 
might 'nfluence your Ni igbbours about you to the. 
like ; 1: would excite your Children and Servants to 
fecre: Prayer , and when they come to get Fami- 
RET of tne own, they 42744 readily do as you do, 
and o will their Children and Servants after them: 
And thus you will be Inſtruments of handing down- 
Religion to the rifing Generation, and for ruruerg. - 
wary uno Righteouſneſs. O it God. would per- 
made the Hearts of People, both in Town and 
Country, t fer about Family-worſbip, how: ſoon 
world Religion put on another Face + The Streets 
and Fields —_ not be ſo thronged with Old and 


Loung on the Sabbath, Ecople walking and diſ- 
chorüng idly, and Foys playing and ſporting them- 
ielves ; the Church would be better frequented, and 
__ 20 Go 757 devout in 9 _— 
en, 2nd publi orſbip. Family-wor/bep allo is 
2 notable Helv to ns 8. for publack Morſbip 
nd the right Obſervadon of the Sa⁰ufbt. 


But 
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But the Yomeſtich Sancti cation of the ibm, 
enjoined by che fourth Command, includes moc 1%. 
ties than Prayer; reading the Ford, amd g ng ing d 
Pfolms in Fam. diet: And lo I come to ſpeak d 


4 ferond domeflick DUTY on the $a1bath, 7 
Family atechiſing and Inſtruct ion. 


Maſters of Families are bound to inſtruct wi 
reach theſe under their Charge, vis their Children 
and Servants, in all Things neceſſary. to Salvation 
Vea, they are baund, not only to inſtruct them in the 
Knowoage of the Principle, but alſo to erin 
them the Performainee of the Duties of the Chriſy- 
an Religion, and to admoniſh and reprove then 


for the Neglect thereof. The Neceflity of this Du 


wo be proven by many A ume. 
27 fr, From the Law of Nature, that binds u 
to do aubat de can, to promote the IWelſrr: and 
Happeneſi of our Children and Families, and th 
help chem, when in Miſery and Diftreſls. Children 
arc a Part of the Parents, rat up in another Skin! 
And therefore Parents ſhou!d do for them, 4s for 
themſelves. "Tis not enough that ye pro de for 
their Bodies ; for the very Birds and Beaſts do this: 
Nay, even ihe $21-Monſters dra out the Breaf, 
and gute Sick io thew young Ones,” Lam. iv. 3. but 
—_ ought to provide for their Souls, which are chei 
erter Tart, yea, « thoufand Times more precious 
than their Bodies. You would think it barbarews 
Crucky in « Parent, to ſuffer his Child or Servant 
to ſtarve for went of bodily Food, O but it is far 
more cruel, ro ſuffer their precious Svuls 10 Per. 
and ftarve fon wang of Ir ran Food, of noccſſau) 


laſtzuctions. 


ag From the elear Light of God's Word, thi 
binds this on Maiters of Families, as a Dury. We 
ice, the Fourth Command obligeth Maft r by 


* 
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be anſwerable for their Children and Servants 
aching the Sartiefication of the Sabbath, and the 
Service of God on that day; which certainly im- 
orts their ĩnſtructing of them in their Duty. The 
Lord commits their Souls to their Care, aud they 
muſt account for them to him. When God gives 
any of you Child, he charges you, as Pharaoh's 
Daughter did Moſes his Mother, Exod. ii. 9. Take 
this Child, and nurſe it for me ; and I will give 
thee thy Wages : Or, as the Prophet ſaid to the King, 
Kine, xx. 39. Keep this Man; of by any means 
he le he, thy 71. Hall go for his Life. If this 
Child, or this Servape periſh in his Sins or 1 
rance, through — Neglect, ig Blood will ; port 
quirc a: your Hands. Nay, we have axpreis Serip- 
ture Prece pto binding you to this Duty 5 read Deur. 
fl. 6, ). Pe. xXII. C. Hoc. vi. 4. Allo, we have 
the Examples of the Saints, evho wweie careful in 
perforgiing this Duty. God takes ſpecial Notice 
ot ic in Abraham, to his everlaſting Commendati- 
en, Cen. xviii. 19. 1 know him, that be will com- 
nand bis Children, and his Houſbeld after him; 
and they ſball keep rhe Way\ef the Lord, &c. It 
was David's Practice, Pſa. xxkiv. 11. Prov. iv. 3, 
4. and allo Hezekiah's, Tas. xxxviii. 19. 

:4ly, You are concerned, in common Fuſtice, ww: 


= 


inttruct your Children, that ye may, ſo far as liech 


in you, :-pair the Injury done them, by your can; 
wying original Corruption to them. Has God pro- 
nded a Cure for them in the Goſpel, and will ye not 
wo fo mach as ſhew it to them? If you had raſhly 
given 2 Found to any of their Bodies, would ye net 
u Hatte provide a Cure, or ſend for à Phyfician ? 
And wil! ye do nothing for their Soule, that are dy- 

mg ot the Moumd of Sin given them by you? 
w, it doth highly contribute to advance Chriſt's 
ngdom in the World, to train up 2 Seed for his 
Site. This is likely to prove « more ſuceelsfuf 
Meer, Reformation, than any other chat 1 
| , | uſed. 


_ uſed, either by Magiſtyatet or Miniſters, 7 myo 


* 
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Sermons. Therefore, as Pharach fought to defing 
the Jaelites, by killing their young Ores ; {6.8 
tan, who is filled with Spite againſt the K.ingdon 
of Cbriſt, knows, there are no ſuch com pendiad 
Ways to ruin it, as by perverting Youth, and (yp 
„ Family-Neli gion: This is a Blow at the 
ort, which cautes him to employ all his Power 
Policy this way. 3 | 
I hly, It is alſo very much for your own Inter 
and Comfort, to inſſruck your Familie, in th 
Knowledge of Chriſt, and way of Religion; ye maj 
expect, that your Children Servants vil prove 
dutiful to you. Well educar Children will nl 
Care of their Parents in Time of old Age, Sickne{ 
or Poverty ; whereas theſe that are not ſo, often ne. 
glect their Parents in the foreſaid Caſes, or wiſh 
them dead. if you conſcientiouſly inſtruct you 
Children anc Servants, God will reward yu for it 
even in this Life. Abraham, as we heard, made 


- Conſcience of it, and God blefſed him with 4 duty 


ful Son Iſaac, and à faithful Servant, Lieser df 
Damiſcus. What an unparallelled Intince have 
we of Tſaac's profound Obedience to his Father! 
Commands, in — to bgar the Hu 
yea, to be bound, and laid upon the Alta. to be ls 


vrificed 2 And, what a wiſe and faithfu! Servant 


was the Steward of his Houſe, Fliezer, whym bs 
truſted with all he had, and with the gra Concem 
of bis Son's Marriage, which he managed with 

t Prudence and Integrity, and prayed nest 
or the good Succeſs of it ? So that if ye 'ow tht 


Sceds of Piety in Children and Servants, you 
ſelves ſhall reap the Fruit thereof, over in ws 


World. mY 1 
Again, it will be very comfortable to you 0 
oo: bed, to leave à religious praying Family bs 
ind you; What tho you leave your Wilt a6 
Children poor, yet, if you-liv; them praying; 


pon the Lord's Da. 14 7 
ſhortly have 4 joyful ecting with them, in Heg- 
ten, Your Children here will rife up and call gow 
Nah; they will praiſe you, ang follow your 1025. 
Brample And as you took Care to hand „ own 
i religion to- them, fo will they do to their Chiidren 
.d Serv ins, when they come to get Families; 
s cher you are bleffing God in Heaven, they a 
de blefing God for you, on Earth. * 1 they will 
| meet you at a Judgment-Seat with Ble! ings in their | 
rl outs Tour Children will bleſs God that ever | 
ih they had ſuch Parents; your Servants will bleſs him | 
daf tat erer they had fuch Maſters 3 that ever they 
ae your Faces, or came unfler your Roof, It has 
v0 been known, that many, at à dying Hour, have bleſ- 
ne ed God, for determining their Lot to fall into ſuck. 
„ad ſuch eligious Families, where firſt they became 
ll quai ed with Chriſt and Religion. 


Lai ameſtick D U T T en the Lord's-day, is 
godly Conference. [ 


"WM. According to Hi. vii. 13. we ought not tllis | 
ay to / our on words 5 and conſequently we 4 
gbr peak religious Words, and entertain ſpi- i 

fiual Diſcourſe, when we are ug concer- | 
ning Chris and Heaven; or about the Ser- 
mons * have heard, telling one another what 


"We remember thereof, and that which did moſtly e- 


—_— — 


my T9 | | 1 
ro Codly Conference is well pleaſing to God ; he 


notices aud records all the govd words bis People 
ge ſpeak, Mal. itt. 16. When the two Diſciples 
re: Ping to Promays, were about this Exerciſe on the 

dsds, Chriſt is fo well-pleaſed, that he comes [i 
fo them, and makes the third Man ; he entertains. 1 
wm with heavenly Diſcourſe, and ofens therr Du 1 
nd derſtendings ts kngw the Sereprures.. We ſee, when | "| 
% ME 14 i: employed * Elfen, 2 Kings ii. ih . 


* * - — > 
K — 
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He rien th, and reanſporet@ glofoufty . 1, 


ven, , This » heavenly Fvercife, and the mp 
Pome of che Otorificd in Heaven 3 it wir (i 
Ni When he wat fransf qr Mount Thee 
and met With. Ae and Eat; be bunſerred wit 


them upon the blaſt# $ubjef? of bis Death mi fi 
Segferings. O how Baly and fruitſul was Chyi 4 5 
Wie in His 11 His Lip aroft os the N. 
ney-comb, and bis Tongre wii as choice V, 
He ſpiritualized earthly Things, and turned they a 
into heavenly In 01:5 3 wen hg conferred with Th 
the Woman at the Vell of Samar, concerning the Wl © 
Hater of thas Well, John iv. he quickly dich Yn ay 
from 0rgmary Hater to the Ward Lie Amt 6 
when eating Bread in the Pharifer's Houle on the . 
Sabbath-Uay, Luke xiv. he diſcourſed of rin * 
Areal in'God's Kingdom. So let all che ON | 
of Chriſt on this day, imitate his Examtie Se 2 
that your Speech be ſeaſoned with Grace, aud gut "ey 
Tips tthe thoſe of the Righteous that fred may, | 
Speak much this day to the Commendation of Chriſt, My; 
and invite others to Acquaintance with him ; and, Wl ;1- 
when gon fee it for Ed:jication, communicate the TY 
Experiences you have bad of his Love, Cine Vere Bill - 
all. ye that fear God, and I will tell what he bath * 
done for my Sou?, Plal. 1xvi. and thus on: I vr Wi p.. 
will help to kindle another. = 
Upon this day ef Þo/y Rei, Chriftians ſhould b: ihe 
oft thinking and ſpeaking of the ererlaſting Rel = 
aboyc, and conferring together of the way to it, wl Will x... 
their meeriug there. Do you believe you are g, A 
to that Reſt, and yet never ſpeak af it: if woo WF. 
. threeof you had entred into an Agreement tc g0 Ele 
Aneric a, and ſec k the golden Mines which are ther, i ; 
would ye never be ſpeaking of that Country, or or * 
ſirous to bear of it beture your gding O Chriſtians" this 
are ye ſhortly to be caught 2 rogerber in l. l, ner 


ro net the Lord in the Air, ard fo to ve fer 4 
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„a Lord And will ye not com r gu ans 
Fa 12 with theſe Words ? Kecording t 1 TH. iv 
n | 


17, 19. 


6 F; ourt dorueſticł DUT Y o he Sabbath, is 4 
mg holy Care iu Maſters of Tamilies to neſtrain ail 
4 Prophanatian of. the day by Chilaren and Set- 
ants, or any vit hin their Gates. 


en The fourth Command expreſly required this £ 
th Bi Tho! you be not Mageſtraters, yet God: has clothed 


— 901 u“ Porwer aud Authority in your Families, 
"(WY to ſex to the Honour of rhis day: Uſe it then tor 
0, i God, as ve 2047]. be 4nſwerable. Let none under 
TO 1097 Charge prophane this B day, by working, 
1 fp or playing; or by Idlereſs, or Neglect of 


A Darter of the gay : Sec that they duly atiend 
fublick Ordinauceſ and Family rip; ſaber them 
not to 2bſent therefrom. | 
_ O Maſters of Families, concur frankly with the 
ke Minifter of the Pariſh, ro ſuppreſs the Abuſes of 
„b 42y 5 you will ſee them, and know of them, 
alen Miniſters cannot : Teſtike againſt them in 
your Stations, and this will make the Miniſters work 
„tees caſie. O what a fad Thing is it in man 
8 Places, te ſee Miniſters left to fight againſt Sin, a- 
6 kne, without having one to join with them, or once 
' eas Mouth againſt it! Hence it is, that many 
„ee urngd impudent in ſinning, particularly in Sab- 
' lath- breaking, and value not a Miniſter's Rebuke. 
Alas] have ye neither Love to God, dor your 
Neighbour's Souls ? Have ye no Concern for God's 
Glory, nor Grief to ſee him diſhonoured ? Have 
95 no Charity to your gear Relations, nor defire wo 
e ben from falling into everlaſting Burnings 5 
* that yon will not peak one Word to prevent it, or 
an them of their Hazard? Ct agg 
«mh Let uune ay with curſed Cain, Am Iny Brother's 
Wer: For God requires you to be dvingGoc# — | 


Servant (tho' I confeſs he is rare enough to be found) 


148 Of the Duties requifite 

all in your Station, and to love your Neighbour 

our ſelf. And the fourth Command expreſiy mate 

your arcountable for all within your Gate 
Object. I have ſtubloru Servants tha! will a 


be reſtrained by my Admonzitions or Reproof;. 


Anſ. x. You ſhould be more careful in the Choc 
of the Members of your Famzly, and partic. 
larly of gour Servant, finre God gives vou 4 fle 
Choice in this Matter. Confider Daged's Cur 
therein, Pha“. ci. 6, 7. Mime Eyes ſhail bs fon the 


Faithful of the Land, that they may dell ih 


ne: He that wwalketh in a ferfett Way, he fhdl 
ſerde me. He that worketh Decett, ſhall aut duel 
wir bin my Houſe ; be that telleth Lies, ſhall u 
tarmy in my Sight. Do you think that he, or ſhe 
xs fit for your Service, that cares not for God's Ser 
vice? Can you expect a Bleſſing on the ort of 
their Hands, who are Enemies to God? A dl 


1 


is « greater Bleſſing than many think; he not al 


works for his Maſter with his Hands, but with his 


Prayers alſo, as did godly #/zezer, Gen. xxiv. 12 and 
to be ſure, he did his Maſter Abraham as good Set 
vice by his Prayers, as by his Prudence. 

But, 240, H it be your Lot to be concerned with 
ſrubborn «nd diſobediem Servants, let them Rue 
that you have Authority from Cod, to oblige then 
to keep the Sahl auh, by attending Ordinances u 


| Publick and pri hate, end to reſtrain them fron! pn. 


Fbauing this day; and if they will not be reclaim 
ed, to expel them from your Houſe : If they neglet 
or miſmanage your Wort, would ye not uſe you 
Power and Authority wich them, to cauf: them bel 
their Faults? And, were ye in as good Zarneli for 
God's Service on the Sabbath, as for your own 


on Week-days, I am perſwaded, ys might bs 


cur Children and Servants to ſerve God, aud beef 
is day far better then they do. | 


aus 


* 


un the Lord B 119 
LOPSTLION Ig. 


What ate the ſeeret Duties requiſite upon the 
Lord u, ee t + F 


"ANSWER 
I is not enough that we worſhip God this day, 


in Con junction with others, whether in the Congre- 
cation or in Families: The right Sanctification of 
the Sabbath includes ſecret Duties alſo, ſuch as 
Prayer, Reading, Meditation, Oc. That Religion 
is not true, which is all vifible to the World; for 
the Lite of Religion lies in the fecret Intercourſes 
which are betwixt God and the Soul, char the Eyes 
of Men do not penetrate into. Secret Duties are 
the beſt Trial of our Sincerity ; the Lord that ſcoth 
in ſecret, takes ſpecial! Notice of them, and, if duly 
performed, he will openly feward them. Tet us 
therefore make Conſcience of them, and that efpeci- 
ally upon God's holy day, which is intirely ſet a- 
part for holy Dutief And labour to time Przes 
ſo this day, as one Duty may not juſtle out another, 
As you muſt” not let Famz!y-dutzes interfere with 
Publick Dutzes ; To you mult take Care that ſecret 
Duties do not interfere with Family ones. But, 
more particular ly, | 
Frſi Secret 3 is 2 Duty neceflary on the 
LurZ's-day,both for preparing us to attend the publick 
Ordinances, and for im proving and reaping Benefit 
by them afterwards, I do not mean, that this Drury 
is to be confined to the Sabbath only * Nc z, it is 
neceſſary every day, according to David's Exam- 
ple, P/al. Iv. 17. but that it is eſpecially requiſite, 
8 a Part of the Worltiip of this day. Prayer is { 
neceſſar q. that it is put for the whole Worſhrp of God, 
er. It is the Character of à converted Soul, 


Bebe a. be prays, Ach ix. 11. bot it is the Mark 


K 3 of 
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bf an Atheiſt, that he calls not upon God, / 
xiv And, in 4 ſpecial Manner, po by Prayer is 
whyt every carnal Man hath #n Averfion to. The 
Devi can allow Men their Church prayers, theit 
Family-praytts 3 but, for Cloſet-prayers, he cant 
away with, eſpecially when they are frequent and 
conſtant; becauſe, they are roo much an Argument 
of Sincerity. A Hypocrite takes no Delight i» 
Secret Prayer, nor in au Dum, but whot is hben 
of Men, and well gain him a Name. But, Reader, 
if thou art Gncere, thou wilt configer that God's Eye 
is vpon thee in Private, at well as n lick And 
therefore wilt ſeek to approve thy elf ro God in fe 
crea 2 as welt as Publich.. As ſecre Prayer 
19 


ö * * 1 | p f . LU : 4 
was our Saviour's conſtant Practice, while on Farth, 


fo it was his ſpecial Injunction to all his Followers, 
Aiatth vi. 6. You necd not fear that your ſecret 


Prayers will be forgotten: No; God is every 
Where; he has an Ear to hear your ſecret Groans, 
and an Eye to fee your ſecret Tears : Yea, he hs 
s. Bottle to preſerve them, fo as a Drop of them 
Mall not be loft, 1255 

In om jecret Kere which are more ated and 
folemn, let us carefully remember the three Vas 
of Prayer, Confeſſron, etition, and T honkſconng. 
Let vs confeſs the Sins we are guilty of, cr; for dle 
Meret, we want, and thank God for theſe we eg 
joy. Let us mind that this is not only a comman- 
ded Duty, but our Dagrity and Priveilcge. Wot 
z Honour is it for Duſt and Afbes to be aflowed Ac. 
ceſs to the great God; far a Worm to ſperk freely 
to its Creator; for a poor Beggar to conv: ric faut 
Yarly with the King of Heaven? O Sinner, wan 
ot all thy Neighbours envy thee, if thou wert lo 
honoured by an earthly. King? Be. exhoricd then 
i valve and make Uſe of this Cherry. 

24%, Conſider at what a dear Rate Clurift hath 
125 this Freeꝗ am for us : Haw much did it col 


erer 5 Tei of Grgea to which ue 


24) 
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may repair with Conſidence? And, will gat we make: 
Uſe ofs Privilege Welt Thankſgiong ? We 

34% Conſiger che Profit of it! It is Ike the 
Merchant hib, Prov. xxxi. 14. at brengs ont 
Fond from afar. By it we trade with Hes ven, and 
brings down Chriſt's unſcarchable Riches : It is a 
Ker to oven the Treaſure of God's Mercies to us 
in the Morning, and to loc k us up under Cod Pro- 
refton at Night. By, it we prevail! with God, 
recen avs elves from Wrath, and put Satan to 
Flight. In a word, Prayer is a Key 70 Heaven, 2 
Shzela 12 the Soul, a Sacrifice to God, and 4 Hure 
to the Devil. ; | | rr 

ably, it is the was nale up and preſerve At 
(aintoance with God, which will be of great Uſe 
to you in the Time of Trouble, or at the HouN' of 
Death It is no ſmall Encouragement . to you to 
addre's one for Help, 1224h whom pom have had lung 
Acquatniance and Familiarity, and of whoſe K ind- 
neſs v have had frequent Experience. It will be- 
a moſt man e when jou are going out 
of the H, to be put to cry to thar God you have 
been n utter Stranger to all your Life; or to be 
forced to appcar betore that God you never loved, 
or denred to converſe with; or to be fain to chal- 
lenge 7-91 atrtance with him, who will utterly dif- 
claim zou, and fay, Depart from me, Iueger nem 
5% Bur, O praying Soul ! chat haſt Acquatntance 
with Cod, Death will Have another View to thee ; 
thou m2 vil look. om it, as Facoh did on the Maggenr 
feat 10 :2:ry him to his Friend Poſeph, aud ſay, Now 
Lan e to God, aum I tna; Jam going 10 
meet a, tha Friend, with whom ] have had 
lig gaintance, to whom T have paid many & 
Vijit, a7 with whom T have bad ſweet ſepre! Con- 
were, a whon L Hat longed a ſee, and whe 
wel emu age ing in his Arms, aud welcome ve 10 


Ciony, - $ £& 7,9 


«- 
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$7 Wh Confider what a Mercy it is, tha God |, 
vet calling thee to Prayer, and continuing thee ir 
* .ch. 8 2 9. N 
the Land Prayer, when To many Thouſfand 4 
6 R k , . 7 ' , 
deſerving, are beyond Prayer, and loft for ever. (); 
then ray now, while theu haſt Time 72 7», 
Health w fray, Helps to pray, and Euconragemen 
to pray cad the gracious Promifes of Liſe and 
Salvation to you if ye do it, Pſalm Ixix. 3a. Ron 
x. 13. Make this World a Time for Pra, and 
the next {hall be a Seafon for Pralſe. Dost tho 
think da be ſaved without Prayer 2 Thott thay 
expect to have thy Life, without begging it at Gee's 


Hands ? O! what, Oz} will it add to thy Flame in + 


Mul, when Conſcience will tell thee, If thor: hadf 
Prgyed, thou 1 not Been there! Well then, now 
thou haſt « Seaſon for Prayer; but, remember, it 
will not. alwiſe Jaft : If you improve it pot, cxpe9 
that God will turn a deat Ear to you in the fv of 
h Calamity, at a Death-beg, or à T. 
Read, and tremble at that Word, Prov. i. :5, 27 
23, God ſays, He will not hear you thor yo ory 
Ang, if be refuſe to hear you, then, who w:'! Lear 
5% Angels will not, Saints will tot, neareft Re. 
tations will not, Hills and Mountains will not: Art 
what a wretched, forlorn and forſuken Crean: 
lr thou ze? There will be none to own rhee 
then, if thou acquaint not thy (ſelf yrith God by 
Prayer now. Sce the Anſwer the folie 71ns 


51 when they came after che Door a. l, 
* 


tth. 25. gee What an Anſwer the 17: a 
got, when he begged fer a drop of cold Pow? tt 
cool hir Tongue, Luke xvi. Seek God ti whit 


Te may be found ; call on him while he. car 
Otherwiic your late untimely Cries will co de te. 
gerded. a vs «Th . | 3 
Object ion, O fap ſore, we Lade not the G:/; 
of Prayer, ue canner pray. | 
Anfever, I have ſaid enough in Anſwer to this 
une before, I ſhall only add one Word, A"! on 
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hriſtian, O Man, and can'ſt not Pray? Thon 
mavit 45 well ſay, thou art a Scholar, but cannot 
read, a Souldier, but cannot fight: Prayer is as e&f< 
ſential to 2 true Chriſtian, as Fra-]. is to the 
Body. Why ? Prayer is the very breathing of the 
Soul to God. So it is called, Lam. iii. 56. 0 
Man! haſt thou nothing to ſay in Prayer, then go 
ts God and tell him fo, fit > So or thy Knees, 
and {:y, Here a Poor 15 no rant Creatine, that can- 
wet prav, Lord teach me to fray, The Publ 
can made 2 very Mort Prayer, Duke xviii. God be, 
nerciful io me a Sinner, yet it was accepted, 
fince it came from a humble Heart. O“ if thy 
Heart be broken, thy Words will be accepted, al- 
thy” 1hey be broken and few, The ſillieſt Begpar 
will nd ſomething to fay at thy Door, tho” he ex- 
dect byt ea Cramb ; And, can you find nothing to 
lay at God's Door, when thou Halt à Sou! to ſave, 
4 Hell +o fun, and Jelus Chrift, and a Kingdom 
in thy View. oh = | 

{ Lirecicd you before to ſcveral excellent Helps + 
for Fravor, beſides which, I have ſubjoined, in an 
Appendistothis Bogk, ſome few Examples or Forms 
o& Prayer, for the Aſſiſtance of ſuch as need them, 
irh Cautions concerning ſet Forms. 

Put beides that Sort of ſecret Prayer, which is 
more Rated and ſolemn, there is Prayer that is 
more; den and ejagulatory, when we lift up our 
Hearts to God with ſome ſhort Petitions, on any 
Occaſion or Emergent. Fjaciiatory Prayers are 

uſctul every day, but you ſhould have them more 
frequent on the Sabbarh-day For, fince on this 
dy ou muſt not hint your own Thoughts, or 
find uur 0999 Pleaſures, heavenly Breathings, and 

uz Þ52culations ſhould iſſue 5 continually z 


— 


e ſeching Pardon tor fuch a Sin, Strength againſt 
ſuch + Luft, Victory over ſuch à Tentation, aud 
Grace to ſpend Sabbat H. Tame ſuitably. Are you 
$U0g to the Church, os returning from it? Are 


= 


you 
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ow reading, hearing, communicating, preiling, 
gut any other Duty Be frequently making 
uſe of this Kind of Prayer, particularly beg an; 
end every Duty with it; look up before for Afig. 
ance, and Jopk up after it for Acceptance ; 2nd thy 
Infirmitles in it, | r Chriit's Sake, may be Pur. 
doned. - Theſe Prayers of all etbers are the freed 
of Diſtcaction, they being put yp and , over, before 
ever Satan be awakned .to.tempt un. As other 
Progers, our Preparations to ther, tho' only by 
the 3 of our Poſture, gives notice 9 Satan 
what We are about to do; but Fjagriatory Proy 
ers are ſo quickly darted vp to Cod, that they wil 
de in Heaven beforę Satan can ſhoat any of bi 
Darts againſt us ——. They are uſcſü! o keep 
up Communion with, God in the tere of 6 
cher Duties, and for keeping the Hear: 11: the 
ear of God all the day long. As the Frieits un 
der the Law, were not only to offer wp i'r Mir: 
ning and Evening Sacrifice auly, but io bf the 
Fire hurut#g on the Altar all the day; fo ve mul 
got ſatisfy our ſelves with folemn and ſtated Dvtic! 
only, but ſhould ſtudy to keep in the Fire always 
by holy T houghts au Ejaculations, Chiriit faith 
of the Spouſe,” Tha: her Lips drop as ie Horry 
Comb, which is either ſtill dropping, or in con. 
tinual Forwardneis to drop. Some of God's I-72 
have more Devotion this way in their Sho 4 
others have in their Cloſets And while wa!kng 
in the Streets, or working in the Fields, tha other 
have when praying on their Knees; IE y a. 
ſtricter Communion with God this way «t their g. 
man Tables, than others have at a Commune Tall. 


4 ſecond ſecret DY F I on the Tord'sday u 
reading of the Scripturos, aud ollen goo Hie 
This 18 4 neceſſary every day but cipeciel 

iy on the Tora d ; Bt is tho Char 


0 


the / 
of t! 
aud 

verift 
that 
what 
guilt. 
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the Vlaſta lan, that 5 Deleght is n the Lan 
of the Lord, and he meditates therein both da 

ad Nen, Pfalm I. This ould be particular 

verified of vs on the Sabbath. Read the Wor 

that ve mgy be taught what to believe of God, 
what 24/2es ye o, to God, and what Sins ye are 
guilty of againft him. Who can fer forth the Ex- 
cellency 2nd, Uſefulneſs of it? It is a Glaſs to diſ- 
cover our Spots, a Lamp to guide us in the Z art, 
x Fir: to warm our cold AMectiont, a Maga ne 
to ſupp'y us with Arzouragainſt our Suiritua E. 
remics. Ut is a Phyſick Garden wherein grows 
all Sorts of medicinal Herbs for our Sirttna! 
Maladics: The Promiſes are as fragrant Flowers 
or Sicc, in this Garden; Believers take many & 
pleaſant Walk among theſe Feds of ices. . It is 
an Z/orheoarie's Shop, out of which we may have 
Lezgalde tor our Blindneſs, ſouereten Cora: als in 
all our Sor4-drftrefes. Devia found this to his 
facet Fepertence, Plal. cxix. 50. This f my (om- 
fort 12 my Agiiftion, for thy word bath gueckned 
me. Here ars ſuatabiè Cordial for all our various 
Loſer, be it Deſertion, Temptation, Poucriy, Sick- 
neſs, Reproach, Perſegntien, &c. Here are the 


Waters of the Sanctuary, for cleanſing us from our 


Poliutzons; Here is the Head. nly Rain, tur 
making ſott and tender our hard Hearts, The 
Kraptures are both Food and Phyſick to our Souls, 
here is feat for flrong Men, and Milh for Babes : 
tne To Teſtamants (as Auguſtine fairh ) are the 
w asc which we muſt fuck for (hirdfiial 
Nurijpment: And there is none of God's Chil- 
den chat will call them ary Breaſte or empty Ci. 
ferns, they have often afforded them, Steengeh, 
Nounſhmeat, Light, Life and Comfort: O! how 
ly haze God's People in all Ages prized (God's 
buy Word, and the 1 of reading it ? It hath 

1 JW" as Honey to thear Taite. I have read 
o Cue, hg 22g 8 Priſoper in & dark Dungeon. 
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when Light was allowed him for a ſhort Pig 
take his ACat, he would takt his Fille and reg 
2 Portion of it, ſaying, He could eat cui Licks 
hut he could not read without it. I am perfuaded 
there is no better Way in this World, for pr. 
ving the Fagulty of S1ght, and Benefit of Light 
than by reading the word of God. So far 1: Time 
can allow you, upon the Sabbath, I judge it ver; 
probtable to read other good Books alſo, ſuch 38, our 
Confe//r1: of Fazth. Vincent's Catechiſm. incent 
on the laſt Judgment. Guthrie“ Trial of a Ading 
Interrſt in Chr:ft. Allein's Alarm. Aud Br erf 
Call ro the Unconyerted. Pearſe f Prepar ation fir 
Death. Fox's Time andthe End of Time. Nunlittie) 
Call ts delaying Sinners. Baxter's Saint's everlaſt 
ing Reſt, His poor Man's Family-Bock, Gray; 
Sermons. Flavel's Touch-ſtone of inc Hir 
Faint indeed. Mead's Aimoft Chriftian. The Tres 
zafes of Doolittle, Campbell and Henry 1p the 
Saerqment. Rutherfoord's Letrers. The Fulflling 
of the Scriptures. Clark's Martyrology. Beard! 
heat re of God's Fiidgments. Theſc and > like 
Boke, next to the Holy Bible Il recommen.! w» the 
Peruſal of all private Chriſtiaus, as being cane and 

lain to common Cavacities, and ſome of th: ok 
generally uſeful, inſtructing, awakning, Sou!-icarch: 
mg and Heart-warming Pieces that I have ire 2 
meng humane Writings, and which hve been ble! 
ſed to the Edification of many Thouſands. 


A 22 feerer DUTY on the Lord's Day, 4 
Meditation upon i di Sue. 


" This Duty is proper every day, much more 
che Sabbarh, which is ſequeſtrate for din Em 
Zoyments. It is the Charafer of the ble lan, 
that he medetares in God's Law, Day aud Walt, 
Pſai.'t. 2, It is ani uſeful and neceſſary Yun, 1 
ei tes the Aﬀettions, and quickens the Gregs, 

n ſtuengthen⸗ 


EGO? 
Al nm 
an 
CA 1 
ſets 
tui 
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ſengthens Faith, Pſal. exix. 92, It nouriſheth 
Hope, and inflames our Love, deep Muſing ales 
the Fire to burn, Meditation is a great Help ma 
every Duty, Plal. cxix. 59. It helps to read aud 
hear the Word aright, and te know the Tus 
thereof practically: It helps to Pray, and yields 
Natter o the Tongue, Plal. xlv. 1. It prompts ts 
to conſeſs S, and mourn for it, Pial. F. 3. 

Be perſu aded then, to engage your Hearts to chis 
ec Ny but much neglected Duty: for, the it be 
moſt ful and profitable, yet I know, ng Duty more 
ſlighte d and forgotten. The bet of God's People 
ba Cauſe to lament this moſt bitterly before che 
Lord; who can ſay with David, Plaim cxix. 97. O 
by lade I Law! It i my Aſeditation all the 
Day. As for the Generality of the World, they. 
have no Senſe of the Obligation of this Duty upon 
their Spi; they live without T herſerng, and 
that proves their Ruin. O! If Sinners would re- 
tire cen Company, and ſpend ſome litt Time: 
now and then in ſecret Thinkeng, it would, through 
the Bling of God, work ſome Change in them. 
{ remember à Paſſage I have read of « dying Fa- 
ther, chat on his Death-bed leſt it as a folemn 
Charge upon his only Son, who was a great Prodz- 
gal, That he ſhould ſpend a Quarter of an Hour 
every day in retired Thinkiug, and to er courage 
aim to undertake it, he gave bim Liberty to choofe 
any Suigect e pleaſed, The Son thinks chis an 
cate Cask, and engages to do it; aud accordingly 
ſets π.ũ]Celt to pertorm his Promiſe: One Day he 
tunk: on nis SHpaſt Pleaſures, another day he 
contrives his future Delight: After a while, he be- 
gins do 7 e.fon with himſelf what was his Father's 
Defgn in laying this Task upon him, ac length he 


"thinks bis Father was a wiſe and a good Man, and 


theretcce intended and hoped, that among the reit 
* h.. Meditations, he would ſome Time or other 
thank of Rebgion, When this had truly poſſeſt 

his 
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his Thoughts, one Theught and Queſticn come 
pon the Buck vt anther; about his % fl 7;þ 
and fu, Stars, that he rould not contain himſelf 
in ſo ſhort 4 Conſnemeut as 4 (artet of an Hot, 
but was that Night withbut Sleep; yea, und afret. 
wards, eofld have nd Neft till he berate 2:4 
Religion. n 2 uhh 
Ocatreleſs Sinner if thou think'ſt it too vn, t 
4 « Quarter of an Hour every day, I would beg 
it of then to (ſpend & 171 — of an Hour eden 
Lord tany in tetired TRinkicg upon ſome irimil 
Subject: who knows What it might produce ? Vol 
thou ſuy that this ig a hard Task? Will it not ben. 
harder to ly in Hell a whole Eternity think ing 0 
thy %ypaſt Folly, when there if bo Remedy! 0 
Sinner wilt thou periſfi for want of 71/414 ? 

Be not ſcared at the Diffcntry of t; for, who 
at firit this Duty ſexin hard, and corruy: Neture 
Mew Averfion to it, yet preſs thy Heart to it, ud 
afterwards thou ſhalt Grd It pleaſant : 1'ho' it be 
difficult to climb this Morn? of Med?! nit n, yet, 
when once we get up, we will be frady to f wit 
Perer on the Mount of TranSfeeur at ton, It 2s ge 
for us to be here. D197 found it fo, Mr Med 
gativu of him fhall be facet, Pſal. civ. 3 The 
more we meditate on Gods, the ſweeter we will rd 
him: Yea, fo fwees did he find this Duty, that he 
Bent wwhole day in it, Plal. cxix. 99. ud 4s if 
the day had been too little, he burrows « Cert ot 
the Night too, Yſal. Ixili. 6. | 

Odjection, Alas ! ſome ſaw, Our Minds . bot 


* 


ren of good Thoughts. 
Anfower 1ft, if ye would accuſtom VUuur ſelves 
more to the Duty, ye would have le{s C und d 


Complaint this Way. Zzaly, When your Hearts ary 
Farren, there are c Sibjefts you cau acver * 
hauſt, fix your Thoughts upom any One Ct then, 
vn God's Meriies to you, and pour 3%" * 


ug % 


. 


bim.“ 
uuns 


i, at 
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. The ift acknowledged them both to be 
ere in the fame Pfalm, Pal. xl. 5, 1+. 


QU E. 8 T 1 © N, | 


What $:5j*4s of Meditation are moſt proper for 
te Sabbath day. 


ANSWER. 


Narral Things may bs ſpiritualized, and com- 
ne 7 hines may afford us Ground for {piricual 
Inftro&:oms, if we had our * enlighined, and 
Minds fpiritually exerciſed; But it is fit, that ow 
de Fahfeth we chuſe theſe Suljectę of Meditation, 
that age moſkk edifying, and moſt ſuitable to the 
gen F ＋ ihe Day: in general, we ought this 
lay 0 think upon God, upon 017 felpes, end upon 
Eten. But more particularly, 

| Meditate upon the Ccadreſt of God: Both 
that which is common, and menifefted to you in 
us Wor bs of Creatzon and Providence; und that 
which is pecial and diſlinguiſhiug, diſcovered to 
you abc ve others. That this is a ſuiteble Sulgełt 
tor the 537hbarÞ, is clear to any that reads the xcit. 
Plaim, with its 7rte. 

iff, Think upon his common Goodneſs to us, re- 
pelented in that great Tookiug-glaſt of the Crea» 


nf 

bs 
* „ 1 
772 I 


i He hach made the Mord a commodious Ha. 
ation tor us, arched it over with the be/Pangled 
legen, and floored it with the ſolii Earth. He 
bath cr great Lights in it for our Accommoda- 
402: Ho hath placed a Tabernacle for the Suu, at 
due Diitance from the Earth and the Der- Hes 
dens, wo onlighten the Star's above, and enliven the 
Earth blow, And, that we might neithor' be 
ave! win Cold, nor butt up with Hear, He 
es us an Clouds as Fans to skreen us ' from the 
ching tiene, and ws Ciſtorns to water the parched 

| Ground 
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Ground. He gives us the Wings. to purify the Aj: 


The Sea to be. a Pond for Fiſh ©. The Valley: 9 
be Granaries for Corn: The Mountains to bet 
Treaſure of Minerals: The Rivers to be as Vein 
to carry Refreſhment to every Part of the Ear, 
Let us admire both the Goodusſꝭ and 7/tom o 
God diſplayed in his evonderfet Works, Pal. cn 
24. O Lord, how manifold are thy ort in 
Wiſdom haft thou made them ail: The Earth i; 
full of thy Riches. The Pſalmiſt allo faith, Tit 
Heavens feclare the Glory of God, Pfal xix 1 
And indeed we may look up and read it, in thek 
Mining capica} Letters of Sun, Moon and Sar 
His Seing 13 legible in their Exiſtence; bie Hof 
dom in their Frame; His Power in thei tim; 
His Goodnefs in their Uſefulneſs, and his Fat, 


Fulmeſs in their Conti uuance. The Book of M, 


rure, as well as the Scriprures, ſhews much of Lid 
to us. This Book (as one faith) confiſts of thres 
Leaves, Heaven, Earth, and Sa; the Creatures 
thorein are as ſo many Letrers,, whereby ve maj 
ſpell our the Attributes of God: Some ret 
are Captral Letters, and more legible than other 
Man is à capital Letter on Earth, the s in the 
Heavens, and the Mals in the Sea. 6 

ga in we ought to meditate upon b. G 
mani feſted in his Works of Providence. Me hai 
curioufty formed us in the Womb, and careful 
watched over us therein He preſerved us fever 
Months in that dark Cell, without Air or Bret. 
He brought us ſafe out of it, and preſently thera- 
ter provided two Hottlet to ſuſtain us, and id 
Gnce hath ſuccoured us in Diſtreſs, reſcued us ir! 
Danger, ſupplied us in Wants; yea, be hach fed 
us at bis own Table, and made us live upon hi 
Coſt, Act, xvii. 28. He hath given us 2ll t 


Creatures for our Uſe and Service; ca, che mes 
Glorious of them, the Angels are bur imivifi'l 


Spirits, The Lower Heavens ſerve o gu 
Drcnt 


gricvi 
lamn 
the L. 
in the 
ng th 
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tor 57 
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Rreath, the Middle Heavens to give us Light and 
Heat, and the Higheſt Heavens affords us a Dwel- 
liazplace. The Sun ſhines, the, Fire burns, the 
Wing blows, and the Water flows, nay. all the 
Creatures are at work both Day and Night, and 
all for this Service of © poor Worm of fix Foot 
long. . ſp | 

it « Friend gi ve us our Hread for a Mouth or two, 
ve think our ſelves much bound to him; but how 
much more beholden gre we to God, who keeps 
an open free Table for us all be Days of rhe Yeary 


11d all the Years of our Life 1 and even, to us. 


when Enemies to him. Bekold theſe who have 
their Mouths opened wide againſt Jod, he merci- 
lily puts Fread in their Mouths, How great is 
God's Gondneſs to us! And, how great is our In 
pritirade to him! I know not which of them we 
ſhou!4 moſt wonder at. gives us Peace, Mo- 
rey, Health and Wealth; but inſtead of ſerving; 
him th-:owith, many offer them up in « Sgcriſice tu 
the Dew and baſe Luſtt, according to Hof. ii., 84 
God gives ſome Folk Strength, and they waſte it 


among larlots 3 to,others Morey, and they welte it 


u Drunkenneſs and Prodigality; to others Power, 
and they waſte it in Oppreſſihn; to others Hondur, 
and they abuſe it to Pride and Vain-glery. Many 
make uic of the Mercies of God as Darts to ſhoot 


Again the Heavens; ya, peryect and miſapply 
5 


them tor diſhongüring God, wounding Chrift, and 
grieving tlic Spirit * deb; uching their Bodies, 
amning their Souls, and daſhing both Tables of 
the Law in Pieces before God's Face. And yet, 
in the racan Time they ate doing {o, Cod is guard- 
ng them by his Providence, and feeding them by 
his Bounty. O that Zen would fraife the Lord 
for vis Cd, and for his wonderful Works, to 
a W5y.tlerving and 111-deſerving Creatures. We 
Taght ti; day to is the Works of u 


Hands, 
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Hands, acrord ing to Yſal. xcii. 4. and cy, Yor! 
hat i Man that thou art minaful q hi * 
2% Meditate this day upon God's ſpecizl an! 
1 diftingwſhing Goodneſs. to us 1 7 other- both 
l With, Reſpect to Saul and Body: He hath not dealt 
| fo with any Nation as with us: Both our Natieral 
and Perſonal Mercies are fingular,. and ought thy 
day to be remembted by us. Hach not Go! dell 
vered many of you from Death, when ſome dang: 


oct 


| rot Accident, or violent Sicknefs, was thr airing 

to break the Nender Twips of Life, and to ict 191 

j fali into the, Grave, and !hto. Hell boch at once? 

j Hath lie not męicifully recovered” you, and gn 
. you fütther Space and Place for Re R/ itance ? 

| Hal. not God long, preſerved this Land from the 


Pamine, Sword and Peſtilence, and ſuch defircy- 
ing Jud ments, *s have been making Hav ck n 
other Natiobs pot us, laying Heaps upon tics! 
He hath, merc ifully retaoecd that Negrth 8rd Scer 
| city whercwith we were almoſt confirned fone 
| Yeats. ago; W hen the Poor {wtoned in the Steben, 
and” fainted, in the High-ways Fr want of, Bread 
God hi h"ſecured out I. ives, Libertics and Eſtatet 
froni Rapine and Violence, aud leugtbned out ut 
Feace and Tranquillity, when, other Nations bat 
Been turned into à Seit of War and Sea of Blood 
""Confider. the Goodneis of God ta us this dy, 
that we are not ameng the Jews or 429747 
Earth, that never heard the News of Cris ct 

og the Damned in Hell, who are bend the 
Reel o the Offers, of. Chriſt, Let us 4 bes 
God, that we. live nat under the Ola c/tament 
Times, but under the New; not under chat darke! 
and berſher Diſpenſation of che Covenant by Mel, 
whoſe firxſt Miracle was the ring of Har 78 
Blood ; but under the clearcr and ſweet: 1: {pents 
tion of the Meſiab, u hof: firſt Miracle was dhe 
turning of Water into Ming, that clrar the fea 
of Man; and hath mercifülly freed us * 


— .. » - y F 
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beary Yoke of Levitical dacrifices end Ceremo- 
ACS, 1 1 Nn | | 
Let us 41fo this day, thankfully remember God's : Wl 
Goodneſe, in delivering us from the Yoke of An- il | 
tichyifhian Tyranny, Popery, Idolatry, and Per. 
{.entier, and frequently blaſting the helliſn Plors' * 
and Commevances of aur Enemies, Againſt the Gof. 1 
del 214 Proteſtant Religion, and preſerving us from | 
mit invaded in our Conſciences, Or cut off from 
the \Vells of Salvarion, and barred from the Springs 
of Ordinances, and having our Teachers we pas, > 
er dire into Corners. Let us bleſs God, that 
ve Have the peaceable* Enjoyment of pure Ordi- 
nances under the Protection of Proteſtint Magr- 
frares, and are aftow'd to ferve God according to 
tur Conſciences, co mad the Bible in our own 
Tongue, and examine the Doctrines delivered to 
23 by this, Rule; and that we are not auder the” 
Tyranny of bloody Papiſts, forced to hide or burn 
bur Libies,. ro bow to Stocks and Stones 3 otherwiſe” 
in hazard tc be burnt in Fires, or baniſhed sur Na- 
tive Land 13% ITE et 

Let us bleſs God that we live in a Land of 
Light, 2 Palley of Viſion, while others about us 
fit in Dartneſt, and in the Region of the Shadowy 
if Dearh; and that he allows us ſuch rich Goſpel 
Feaſts, while others are viſited with Citannegſt of 
erh, and a Famine of the Word of God. That 
erery Sabbath-day there is = Free Market of Grace, 
publick'y proclaimed in our Ears, whilſt others 
enioy fient Sabbaths, yea, tho' we have ſlighted 
ale Guodnels, and 1loathed the Manna and Mey 
Comb, his Goodneſs is renewed: and continued with 
us Wrat ft all we render unto the Lord for ali 
Ps Bouofrsy towards us? e 

1. Another Subject of Meditation upon the, 
Lord . lav, ig the Work of Man's Redemptoon this 
GY <2:picared by Chriſt's Kcſuureftion, | 

- C22 FL "Was $4} av This- 


_— Cl _ 


to, and ought not we much more, who are the 


| | > 2 
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Fhis is n Subject the Angels are ſtill proingis 


ex- 


ſons immediately concerned ? Chriſt never tellißeg 
ſuch Love to them; he never forgave them e Sin 
to never thed one Drop of Blood for them ad 
Wall not ve, for whom de poured out Stress of 
Blood, and to whom he hath forgiven u, 7 Hon. 


ſand Talent, be employ d in drying into this My. 


ery ©, -.- 

1ſt, Meditate upon the Sprimg of this Wen, 
God's infinite free Love, that moved kim to piry 
Toit Mankind, and contrive a Wav to Reden bim 
when in che mean Time he paſted by a World of 
Falbm Angdls, who were the elder Broch rs fy 
Creation, had a more natural Claim to the Inher:- 
tance, and might have been far more {-r'iceable 
to their Maker than we, yet behold, there is not 
one Word of their Redemption, no Sacrifice pci. 
ded for them; there is not one Devil ſpared, at 
one of all the Thouſands of fallen Angels recover- 
ed; God prefently took Vengeance on thi m all: 
But O! how did his Bowels yearn, his Heart p- 
ty, and his, Eye ſparc poor fallen Man his m 


ſerable Condition Indeed he drove A dam ont of 


Parageſe,. but it was a Wonder he drove hin nt 
preſently out of the World into Hell, wher c bad 
4 little before planged far more excellent Cres 
rurcs' than Alam was. Chriſt took not on him tht 
Nature of, Angels, but he was content to cloth 
himſelf with the Rags of humane Plein, that be 
might become our Saviour. O glorious, incompre 
henſible Love! 5 | 

zl Thiak upon the wie Contrivance of out 
Redemption. It would have etcrnally N ! 
the Wiſdom of Angels, to find out a Method nov 
to fatisfy,God's Juſtice, and ſecure Man's Happ- 
neſs bath at once. How to ſave the Lite of U 
Lau- caler, and yet maintain the Honour of tas 
Lat maker. Bur I Way to do boch, here 


- — — SES | „ 
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« Nevice for reconciling Juſtice and Mercy, and 
ſatisfying both their Demands. Sin is ſeterely pu- 


niſh d, as Juſtice required ; and yet the Sinner. is 


pardoned, as Mercy pleaded. It would never have 
emted the Thoughts of Angels, that God would 
have parted with is Son and: their Lm, to die 
4 curſed Death for vile Worms. It would have 


been Blaſphemy for any to have thought or fpok 


ic. Tho' fallen Man might have had the Liberty 


to chuſe any Way of Redezuption he pleaſed, he 


could never have propoſed this.  Irdoed When he 


had cen periſhing he might have cry'd;-0 Son of 


God rave Mercy on us 5 but who would have ſaid, 
9 $5n of God come make thy felf a Mun, come ate 
z enſed Death, come ſuffer Hell's Pains for me. 
{his nable Device bred only in the Breaſt of che 
eternally wiſe God]; for, had he waited tilt Men or 
Angel» kad deviſed a Way for our Redemption, 
we had been miſerable to all Eternity: But what 
do I ſpeak, the TWorders of Man's Redowption 


can never be told: Here's a large Subject for Me- 


ditation and Admiration, chat can never be ex- 
havi!*d by Men or Angels to all Eternity. Let 
this //ork be the Delight of our Souls, eipecially 
on the Lords day. O Believers, think much this 
day von the Love of your Redeemer, remember 
what he hath done and ſuffered for you | Cormfider 
bow much he jhath given and forgiven to you ; 
new what he hath laid our and laid up for you 5 
think what he hath performed and premiſed to 
you, and fo you will nut want Matter of Medi- 
tation. | | 4 
III. Another. Subject of Meditation. on the 
Lord s-day, is Our State; and here we may take 
a View of Man's Forrfold ate. Iſt, What he 
ace was in a” State of {nnocency. z dy, What be 
row eis in a State of Nature. 3dly, What be may 
be in « State of Grace. 4zhly, What he hall bo 
m4 State of Glory. of v3t#7 nes 
"9: | 0 


A 
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0 Sinn, retire this day and think on the M. 
ſery, if thou goed gr in 2 State of Nature, thou zn 
without God and without Chriſt in the No, they 
nleepeſt and wakeſt iv danger of Hell; thou liek 
Aill under the heavy Load of unpardoned Guilt, 
there is not one of all the numbetlefs Millions ct 
thy Sins forgiven, and they are heavier' than Ten 
Thouſand Milſtones hung about thy Neck; fors 
very one of them hath the fearful Curſes f the 
Law hanging at them; and inthe mean Time thou 
lieſt on the very Brink of the fiery Furnace, like 
s Man r on the Top of the Maſt in Time 
of a Storm ; there is but one Step betwirt thee 
and eternal Death, nothing but a rotten Thread of 
Lif: keeps thee from dropping jato cverlaſting 
Burnings. + Thou kncweſt not when thou riſeſt in 
the Morning, but ere Night thou mavit make thy 
Bed in Hell; and when thau lieſt down thou cant 
not tell but thou ſhalt wake in the Flames : all the 
Men in the Moria, nay all the Angels in Heaven, 
cannot aſſure thec of the: conraty. © #hat a dole- 
ful Condition is this, to be always in 2 State of 
Damnation, not ſure to be one Hour out of Hell! 
A ſerious Meditation upon thy natural Uttate, O 
Sumer, might cauſe thy Heart of Stone ro fremble, 
But haft thou any Happineſs while thou art 01 
tis fide of Hell? No Wel, for thy beſt worldly 
Comforts and Enjoyments are accurſed to hee, 
T hou ars curſed in the City, curſed in the Field, 
eur/ed in y Barket, and by Store, curſed in the 
Pruit f by. Body, and in the Frrut | of ty 
Ground, Deut. xxvin. 15. Nay, every bit f Bread 
thou earcit, the curſe of God goes down with it. 
Al your :Bleflings turn into Curſes, and cu 
Mercies into Judgments 3 your Table z5 4 Snare 1 
you, 15s nora tis the ſavonr ef Death, and the 
Sacre ments are Scals of Conde myat ion to you. 1.50 
beſt Actions you-perform, are but an Abomige 
Kon to God, they bripg the more Guilt i 
„ y cd ks cad, 
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Head, and treaſurt p the more wre againſt 
von. Better you had periſhed in Infancy than con- 
aue te livrein « Chriitleſs State, for the longer 
vou live, fl] the more Miſerable yon are 3 for 
crery day, every Night, every! Hour you live, you 
heat the Furnace hotter by your new Actions, 
which are all Sins, even the very beſt of them: ,O! 
is this State to be continued in? Cantt thou ly 
down. contentedly ro ſlerp another Night in this 
Condition 2 God forbid: that thou live and die in 
this Staten; for if thou doſt, thou wilt riſe in the 
fame Conditionſat the loft day. Nay, thy State 
then will be more dreadful than ever, for then 
thou wilt ſee above thee the Judge frowning, be- 
wath bee Hell gaping, within thee Conſcience 
mawing, wirhout the World burning. On the 
nicht Hand, thy, Sins accuſing, en the left Hand, 
the Devil terrifying, me-good Angels keeping 
thee out of Heaven, and the cvil Angels pulling 
tace down to Hell. O poor Curiſtloſs Soul, con- 
tinue to think on this Subject till thy Heart begin 
to melt. 2 Eyes to weep, and thy Tongue, to cry, 
0 | wwhar ſhall 4 do to be /aved ? © hat { knew. 
where ti ind Chriſt? O ta be forma: in him 1 
u give ten thouſand Worlds to be ſure of this, 
ut X21! be terreble if Death or a Tribunal ind me 
before f be found in him. Is it nor worth thy 
while to ſpend ſome Time upon this Soul concer- 
ung Sublact? Hath not God given thee: Reaſon 
for this very End, and wilt thou not exerciſe it? 
Cauſt 7104 think to be ſaved otherwiſe? Doft thou 
rect that God will carry, thee to Heaven like a 
Stone, r fave thee without or againſt thy Will 2, 
Doti the World and your Bodies deſerve to be re- 
wembred the whale day, or wWhele week, | or. Year 
taroughout ? And doth not God and thy, Soul 
"eſcrve to be thought on dne day in the werk, cg 
che. Hau: of the day? Say not that you har N 
late Tape for this ck, kor it you will {pare : 

Ly 4 | 0 
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of your own Time for it, I beſcech you to ſperl 
God's Time well this way. Is it not better 9 
ſpend fome Part of the Sabbath in thinking upon 
y Souls State, than in thinking upon the Word! 
Spiritual Things, Alas! trouble you little on week. 
days, and why ſhould worldly Things intrude up. 
on God dax. an | | 
 2#/y, Think upon thy Happineſs, if thou be i; + 
State of Grace; and in Chriſt, thou art delivered 
from Sin's Guilt, from Satan's Fetters, from the Las“ 
Curſes, from Death's Sting, and Hell, Terror 
Thou haſt now Peace with od; Juſtice n {elf js 
t#hy Friend; all thy Enjoyments are ſwectned by 
Chriſt's Lotse; all thy Aftiftions ſanctifed by i; 
Blood, God himfelf is thy God, thy Fair, the 
Friend, thy Portion; yea, all Things arc yours, 
IV.” Deathis a proper Subject to be meditated 
u on the Sabbath-day ; for, in the c n 
wherein the Exerciſes of the Sabbath are dei, 
God calls and teaches us to confider our le End 
Firſt, The Eu of the Workers of Inzgq:/i'y, whe, 
the" they Prong ug as Graft, and flouriſh h A H 
Son, ſhall yer in the Fnd be deſtroyed for eber, er 
7, 9. And again, The latter End of the , 


- aphoje Horn, tho it be abaſed to be .it for 4 


white, yer in the ind ſball be exalted. it is ont 
principal Hork of Miniſters this day, to be Proclaim 


ers of Mortality, and Remembrancers of 7 . 


cording to xl. 6, ), 8. So then it is our us ever) 
Sabbach.co have ſerious Thoughts of Death. Think 
with your felves, what if this be the laſt {abbr 
that ever | will ſee on Earth + I may be called to die, 
before I be called to hear another Offer of Chrilt 
Have I fitten the GofpeI-Summons this Sabbath, ts 
come and embrace Chrift, or to ſurrender . Heart 
to him? What if:I'ger'a Summons by Death, © 
come and appeat before him, before the next C 


bath This I cannot ſit. Dearth is à bold Meſſer 


* 


Zer, he cnndt be deforced, when he coe; 1 
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tes Mar by the Throat 5 the proudeſt, fl outeſt and 
ltongeſt in the World muſt go, whether willing or 
anwilling, all is one. There are many in the World, 
x the Church, in Health hi, $4bharh, who will be 
on ‚ t of in Eternity, the nexts And, 
why may nor I be one of chem? 2 | 
Think ſeriouſly upon your latter End: Think, 
what will be thy Cafe in a parting Hour, where 
thou wilt take up thy Lodging, whether in Abra. 
hams Boſom, or in the Devil's Arms? O t, cnt 
be my 7 hour, when 1am taking my laft Lock of 
Husbhana, Mie, Children and Relations *. What 
till be my Cordzai, when the World fails, nben 
Friends are wweepins about my Bed, when iy den- 
fer are lſiug theer Office, my Heart and FEye-(trings 
are brearany, and all turutug dim and dark about 
m? O what if my ſlcefy Conjrience awake then, 
and my old buried Sint rede and fall on me, to 
"ar me an Pieces? O! What will Chriſtleis Sin 
ners do in that Hour, when there is but one ſingle 
Step burwixt their departing Souls and the State of 


Devils? O! it is fearful to die in your Sins, as it 


5 threatned, John viii. 24. If ye beizene not that 1 
am he, ye ſhall dic in your Sin O! betrer die in 
2 Dungcon, among Toads and Serpents, than die in 
your Sins; for rheſt are Serpents chat never leave 
Itinging, and will faſten ſo upon thee, as never to 
part with thee again; they will go to the Grave with 
taee, as thy Companions, to a 'I'ribunul with thee, 
as thy Accufers, and to Hell with ther, as thy Tor- 


mentor. O] it is terrible ta die out of Chriſt, and 


with gut Sight of an Iatcreſt in him; o make & 
Leap in the dark over a buttomleſe Gulf, nut know- 


' i 1 
tg where your Feet may light; or to launch into 


we great Ocean of Eternity, without Sight af a lau- 
ding Elac for your Soul. O! how will the poor 
Soul hr.1k back into the Body in ſuch a Caſe, when 
t degins to awaken our of its Dream, and look cur 
wo another World, ſaying, How ſhal 1 wy 

| | 2h, 


| 
' 


| 
| 
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fern, where I fee nothing but Darkneſs and Her. 
ram, or 4 flaming Sword ready to meet me 

Think upon the continual Hazard you ate © of 
Death; its Arrows are flying thick about , and 
many are falling {lam on every Hand of you ; gn 
God knows, but the next Dart may hit t. Abd 
what if thou be unprepared; and Hell fo the 
pale Horte ? F 
Think upon the for h 5mpidity of many; whe, 
tho they {rand tottering, day and night, upon the 
Bei both of the Grate and Heil; yet, can ſpend 
hole Weeks, yea Months, without a ſerious 't bought 
of Eternity: Yea, in the Horne of Mourninc, and in 
dhe Sight the dead, they can drink, talk, elt and 
kagh, and never have one grave Thougli or Hod 
about their latter End. Fooliſb Senners are right! 
compared to a Company ot blind Men dancing about 
the Mouth cf à very. deep Pit, which they do na 
perceive, nor hear the Croens of rhaſe who j i 
the Bottom of it: Now and then one drops in, but 
Kill the reſt continue the Dance. This day 4 
Swearer dies, and tumbles into Hell, the neut « 
Prunk ard, the next a More monger But fill their 
Companions in Sin go en in their mad Career, nl 
they drop in too. 

Think. what u fearfal Surprize Death is to many 
care le ſe Sinners ; it lights upon them like 2 Falco 
deut of the Air; they muſt flit, and they Ware not 
thinking on it ; they bave their Lodging co feek, 
and they know not where, ! It is fad to be tur 
ned out of the Clay-Tabernacle, nd to be put 0 
Knock, and cry. Lodging, Lodging for Gon ſabe; and 
yer get no other Anfwer, but a From, or, Dera 
from me, I know you not. What Caulo naehe 
to pray, Lor l, let us not have our Work ts do, het 
em day i done; our Weafor's to. ſeek, when be 
Rn i at the Gates ; our Oil t bay, 2% is 
Alarkct ts ended, aud the Bridegioom 095%. 


ET WE. a 
Think; 
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hink alſo, upon the Happinels/ oi A dying Be- 
pou 9 ho can Do, forth hates way and meet Death, 
ind hid it Welcome as a Friend: Deach eads hie 
Sorrow and begins bis Joy. | If is 2m outlet ty Mi. 
ry, and an inlet to Happinels ; it frees him of 
Mis gresteſt Grievance in the World, chat is Fin. 
As Sin was the; Womb: that brought forth Death, 
% is the Tomb that buries Sin; thus God, 
in his Vidom, cauſes the Daughter to deſitoy 
the Mother: And hence it is, that Dearth 
is put in the Beljever's Inventary! of Goods, 1 Cor. 
i, 22. Death as \rfbears. It 1s 'their Farher's Ser- 
rant nt to carry them home to their Father's 
Kouſc, 2 Palace all beſpangled with Light, where 
they ſhail hgh no more; and, which is infinitely. bet- 
er, where they ſhall Sin no more for ever. They ſhall 
de troubled no more with an ill Heart, nor a temp 
ting Devil, they Mall complain no more of Dark 
neh, and diſtauce trum God, but ſhall ſpend 2 
waole Ecerr ity in Praiſes, Doxologics, and Halle- 
lajah's s Hd and the Lamb. Think on the bleſ- 
led Change, O Believer, that Death will make in 
thy Circumitances ere long. It wail tranſport thee 
from a Cottage to a Palace, from a Wilderneſs to 
Canaan, from a ftormy Sea to a fate Shore, from a 
vie Dinaglull to à glorious City; à City whoſe 
Walls and Foundations are of precious Stones, its 
Streets ot Gold, and its Gates of Pearl ; whoſe 
Light is the Lamb, and whoſe Temple is God. Haſt 
thou nor cauſe then to love the Lora Jeſus Chrifh, 
ho hes provided this City ſor thee, and found out 
N toit ; who by his Death, hat unſting d Death, 
ad dy his Blood has pavod a way its dark Valley, 
for thee +» walk in, and fear no iH; CO Believer fear | 
dor cho the "Trance be ſome what Dark, the Paflage 
in lafe, and the End is Light, the Day is ſhort be» 
Wirt thee and Home, tis but wink and. fee God. 
Laſtly, Think often. how hokily and 3 
1% Wil ilk you had ſpent this day, when you 
N . | | come 


Sabbath in the view of Heaven, and live c _ 
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come to 2 Neath-bed, and  Drath and Proyn;y 
begin to ſtare you cloſely in the Face, You wil 
then begin to with, O that I had ſpent mort cf my 
Time, and eſpecially of the Zord's-lay, in ML 
ration and Prayer 1 0 if God would try me 4pain! 
how ſerious and ditipent would I be? QConfider cn 
the other hand, what a pleaſant Des bed the 
Righteous will have, who have ſpent the Sabbath 
religiouſly. What Satisfaction they will have ir 
the review thereof! and what Comfort in the pro 
= of an everlaſting $2hbath above, to which 
they are he ning! They will be rejoicing Sher 
ethers about them are weeping, they will be mil 
ing when their Hye:ſtreug, are breaking, ind in 
ward Strength failing. They will be longing t 
be with Chrift, which is beſt. of all. it was t 
choice ſaying of one near Death, My Head i; in 
Heaven, wiv Heart 25 iu Heaven, it ir bit on 
ſtep more and I ſhall be all in Heaven ; and wil 
not the latter End of ſuch be peaceable and pits 
fant? Many doubt leſs, with Balaam, would with 
to die their Death, however ill they like their 
Li; many like that young Man, who faid c his 
loo!s Companion after they had viſited he Au. 
brofe on his Death-bed, and faw hem cheartully he 
was triumph ing over approaching Death, O that ! 
might live with thee, and dic with Ambole, 
Bur it is vain to think ro Dis with Saran and 
Lufts in this World, and hereafter to $7 with 
Abraham, iſzac and Jacob in the Nin 0 
Heaven; for, whatſoever a Man foweth, that ſhall 
be alſo reap, Gal: vi. 9. 


V. Another SubyzeS of Meditation, on ib $46 


Ba- H d ay, is the Muts everlaſting Reſt and En. 


* Y in Heauen; You are called th day © 
ve frequent Thoughts of it, ſince the Sabbath 18 
an Emblem thereof, and ſerves to Keep us ir min! 
of it. Take care then, O Bekievor, to ſpend over 


2072 
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1th a3 it were to be your laſt, and behave this 34 
lay as one that believes you may be in Heaven be- 1 
bore the next Sabbath. | 1 24s , U 
Let thy TVorſhip this day below, t rhce in 1 
mind of that more perfect Worſhip above, where 1 
you ſhall ſee him whom you worſhip, and enjoy 1 
mmcdiate Coramumion with him. O! the diffe- " 
race berwixt that Vorſbib there, and ours here, is 
great, here is no Warmeſs there in beholding 
Cod, ro Wandrings nor Excurſions of the Heart 
tom Gad, no Inclinat ions there to Drouſineſs or 
n Sleep N Werfhi s NO dall or low Conceptions of 
God, 1 deadneſs of Heart or Frame; their Harps 
a never out of Tune, their Hearts are always urs x 
and fr Cor the high Praiſes of God. There is no | 
Note lower, there, than Glory to God in the High- 
(s cv2ry Saint fings his Hallelujah's on the high- 


1 2 wv . * * » * * 

bo elt cy, and all of them join harmoniquily in the 
a work of praiſing God with one Meart and Soul. Are 
It N g "I - | 

7 Conprc23tonal Aſſemblies of Saints fo pleaſant on 


1 Earth, c{pecially when they jointly and melodi- 

, oully ing God's Praiſe ? O what will it be then, | 

when they all meet above in that great Generat k 
; gemi of the Church of the firſt Born, together 1 
with the innumerable Company of Angels, and | 


7 there with one Heart and Voice ung God's Praiſes? 7 
4 How caviſhing will it be, to hear Wo eternal Mu- | | 
ace ce Bride-Chamber, that fweer Melody of ö 

5 the Church triumphant, where there is no jarring l 
f Sitiag, no diſpleaſing Sound, no diſcord between [ 
f Heat and Tongue, no Willow there to hang their 


Harps upon, no bad News there, to be heard, 20: 
g fad Sight to be ſeen, no Evil to be felt or fear d 1 
| wal: Eternity. Poor diſcouraged Believers, are | 
„een <oubled with ill Hearts and vain Thoughts, 1 
5 we e plagued with wandering and wearying Hearts 
un Duty: Theſe Complaints ere lang fhall be 
en vut of your Mouths, read Rp. v. 2). The 


Chan above bath nearher pes nor dine. 8 
| | co 9 


_ a the RG 
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Once the glorified Saints Fares were as black 20 
wyinkled as yours, but now they have none: Ons 
their Hearts were as bad es yours but how they 
ate as fixed Plays 1 rhe Tem ple ef Bod, 200 Fr 
2 more ovt. Wo 

Take a view this lay by Faith of the 9Jorious 
Company above, behold Chriſt upan 1's = 
Tyrone, Pant with hie Croton of Rigo 
Ones in Abraham's B. 
loriouſl y do they ſhine in the Kingdom of 
ws *ather ! The Sun is à very glorious Cre 
rate, bat it would be uſcleſs there, it would | wr 
be feen for the Hrighineſs of the Lamb; Nay, 
every Saint ſhwll be 46 gloribus 4s that Sur, Whe 
can tell the Happineſs of the Inbabitame of that 
Place, where wo Head Wears 5 Royal £: own, 
every Hand 2 Palm of Victory, every- Ee ors 
flows with Toy, and every Tongue with Songs of 
Praiſe; © O BelievePebink with thy ſelf, what 4 
difference there its Herwixe thy State and ben 
o Tan i ing they ave ſingiug j J n finn. 
bey art ſcreing God; Jam graaning ont ade 
Flhents, y ore trumpering for ih God's Praiſe; 
Jan Darkneſt, art! cnundt fee —2 „hey drei 
in Taght, and ſ him Fact t Face.” 7 my Lor, 
mult ITtay lehi ud, ther. i ey are Yours ? Jef 15 
groant'y and fit, ine Here, duhile r+ y ave tin 
phiiig above, and iiniding tho Spot ” Aly Ze 
22 — left (7 Earth, aud entred into hi Gs 
377 rem amm Frievige ave” gone to ther” 
, and miſt I wander in the Nlderneſ, 
2 fre Home; ſa di ſtant from my Farker ana 
ary God?” Shall't be ſatigſ al, 41 Whit State * Ne 
# will look after hem f a % Eye, ily 
knocking'at the Care Hil God gen to le! me oy 
13 fie} Pant, Breathe, and Cm, O Lr, 
ung tow 5s my" Pilerimage proton cod 2 
em I detdin'd in ib, Voliey 


of "Tears. 3 | 
in the "Dark, and aun fearce ger wy Aab. of 2 | 
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mam: Nen ſhall the Day of my Banifment 


be 5127 hed. that I may get home to mM Coumrey. 
Fendt aloe? 0! when ſhall I fit at t 
Furta n hend, and drink plentifulls of the {{ytng' 
Creams that make glad the City of God? © 

O Believer, rejoice in the Fore-thoughts of that 
lay, when thou ſhalt meet with thy Father and 
the Peethren, and when thou ſhalt ſe thy elder 
Brother on the Throne ready 10 pals Sentence in 
h Favors, O how ſweet will it be, when he +5 
hownins and thundring againſt the Wicked, to {ee 
bim wh aud ſmile an thee 4 thy Redeemer?” 
O whit Love will be in his Looks! What Me- 
lody wil hat Sentence found in thy Ears, Come 
* Mele of my Father, &c. How raviſhing x. 
Surpriz“, O Believers, will it be to moet with your 
god, Argus intanccs, with whom ye praved, praiſed 
id converſed here! O then, may ye rejoice to- 


pther ond fay, T Voce of Joy wwe now bear, Fr. 
w* lie oy nid Groans aud Complaints, nor like 


Fe Oathe, Coles and Reproaches ou Ears were 
ried cwrth ont Harth at 28 become of onr 
hard H-ovts," our : worldly -unbelieteng Heart's ? 
Where are æll our Lifts, Corriuptiont, Tentations 
4% Burdony now? What ts become of a Body of 


Death, #idwelling Stu that lay jo long on is as a” 


tad Worght * Nat as become of the Churce be 
Enemnes xe often complained f? O! theſe are 
al gone, they ſhall trouble vou no more; you ſhall 
rumph over them, as [act did on the other fide 
of the Red Sea, when they ſaw the Egyptiaut 
drowned and lying dead upon the Shore: Theſe 
Ebrians, O Believer, hom thou once ſaweſt ro 
ny great Vexation and Trouble, Ther falt e 
em aga % #6 more. | 
might mention many other Subjects of Mad. 
ton proper tor the Sabbath, ſuch as the Exil of 
da, the Vanity of the World, the Worth of the 


wu, the Suffcriage of Chriſt, the luſt 1 | 


r 
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and many others, which the Sermons you hey 
that day will bring to your Remembrance; bu 
fearing that I have been too tedious alrcady ung 
this Head I muſt paſs them, and proceed t 450 
Ke rivate Duty necuſſary on the Lord"; gay, 
which is, | 


IV. Self. Examizuation. 


This Duty is near of Kin to the former, it ben 
z Sort ot Refexzve Meditation, the Mind turns in 
ward and Communcs with it {clf, according to 7/4 
iv. 4. It is abſolutely neceſſary that we ud take 
tome Time ro Cemmune with our ſelves. and ak 
what we are, what we have been, and what we 
have done, Jer. vii. 6. And is not the Sabbath » 
fit Time for this Duty, when we retire from the 


Noiſe of the World, and are not diſturbed with 


ſecular Affairs? This is « moſt important Dunz 
and nearly concerns our eternal Velllleing; but vet 
it is a Diy very much neglected. Mary have 
lived fifty or fixty Years in = World, tia: never 
ſpent, ons Hour in communing with their own 
Hearts: There are many going out of the ald, 
who never yet began to enquire why they came 
into it, and never yet asked the Queſtion heit 


_ Souls, arc you to flit hence, or Hive here tor cer? 


Why came ye hither, and where are to lodge 
when ye go hence? Many live iu a Crowd ©! 
worldly Buſineſs, are hurried from one thing ! 
another, leap out of their Beds to the Mad in 
tho Morning, and from the World to bed 
again at Night, and fo never find one .viinute n 
the W TEE to take their Soul afiae : and foi 


the Sabbath, tho' they have Time tor 1t, yet ſuch 

is their Averfion to the Work, the ſhift 1 all they 

can, and avoid meeting with themſelves, 0) o 

ther converſe with' any in the World, tha! Wit 

their own own Hearts. It is againſt Sclt-Lovvc ud 
| 04 


. 


1 
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eirma) Baſe for a Man to turn hie own Accuſer 
ind Judge: Therefore many would rather Drudge 
nd Toil their Bodies, whole days and weeks at 
the ſoteſt Labour, ere, they * one quarter of an 
Hour at th! Exerciſe; and fo they live their 
whole Lives Strangers to themſelves. We would 
think it tr enge to hear of wo Men that converſed 
every day for fifty or ſixty ears ſpace, and yer 
All this while did not know one another 3 and yet 
this is the Caſe betwixt many and their Souls; for 
as long as they IN together, they are ut- 
terly anacquainted, they never turn inward to Con- 
terſc with themſelves, they have no ſerious 
Thonzhcs about their own State and Condition; 
It is lad of che rich Man in the Parable, Luke xvi. 
That in Hel! he lifted ub hes Ey2s, as if he had 
derer confidered nor bethought himſelf till that 
Time; and indeed it is the want of retired, Con- 
ſideration, and Peoples ſerious bethinking of them- 
ſelves, that is the Ruin of many Thoulands: 
O then, reſolve in God's Strength, that in ſpite of 
he Beil and your own Corruption, ye and your 
Souls ſhall have 4 Meeting, and live no longer 
alunder ; chat ye will imitate Daved, Pal cxix. 
$9. I thought on my Ways, and turned my Feet 
ante rhby Teſtimonies. Seeing then you have free 
Time for this Duty on the Lord's-day, take your 
Souls afide, and enquire into their State, ſay, © 
my Sort, where ant thou, art thou under a Covc- 
vans 9 Forks, or a Covenant of Grace? Doſi 
thou t-long to Chraſt's Family or the Devil's? 
irt thou 711 the narrow or broad ay: Suppoſe. 
Keule die this Naght (for God knows if ever 1 
ral ſe: ge Morrows Light) what Hope will 4 
bade in a ayeng Hour ? Where will Death lands 
% Wherber with God in Heaven, or with Devil 
” Hell? Would Chrift finile on me in the dark 
23, 7 be my Advocate ar God's Bar? Is 
"ne 423 Saving chen. * wrought on my Hears 
1 0 N 
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and Lift: by a Work of Connerfion * Go fog 
1 * great 20 ik Change - ry 
happy ange be wrought. Can I ſay / an un 
e Man that once # was, once F was blind, but 
now I ſee. Study and enquire into the Marks g 
the converted and unconverted, with the 7rogred 
touſnelt and Anxiety of Soul, and ſee which c 
£ you can *pply to your Telf ; cry, thar Ged 
may open a Window in your Breaff, to le: you ſee 
into your own Heart, and Souls State, and » tere 
7 be decerved in, beg it of him, tha: he may 900 
affer you to be deceived in this momentyar 
Point, where your Soul and your All is at the Stak, 
And it you find your ſelf in a bad State, e 1 
Reſt to your Fyes, nor Jumper to your fei 
ti in God's ſtrength you refolve on 2 cout 
Change. 1 5 
Taſthy, It is incumbent upon cyery private Chri 
ſtian on the Lord day, to practiſè ths Works of 
Charity and Mercy, both to the Souls and Bodies o 
Men. Study to promote the Edification of othen 
by good Counfe le, Inſtructions, Admonit.ons nl 
Ke oof. Comfort the afflicted, fapply th tha 
are in Straits, viſit the Sick and thoſe that ute in 
Miſery, theſe are proper Dutiet on the Sabbel, 
and God is highly pleaſed with them, Jae 
If we pradt iſe theſe Duties conſc ĩentiouily, we my 
both Cond and get Good, we may both give 
Birection and Comfort to the diſtreſſtd ard tr 
ceive Inſtruction and Comfort to our ſelves ; tho 
we may not enquire at the Dead, yet we may. lean 
many whollomg Lens from the dying, and Would 
to God that both the Perſons” viſiting and fes 
were more ſpiritual in their Converſe tha. ina 
ty chey are, for then 85 Day would be found e 
edifying and profltable: But if when we vit the 
Sick this day, we ſpend the, Time in wortd'y Þ' 
courſy, and not for the {pirityal Advantage 1 15 
| | * Nek, 
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Sick, and others preſent, we profane the Sabbath, 
inſtes d of ſanctifying it. _—_ | 
Do we fee ſfomeopprefſed by continus! lumbering 
and ſleeping, when Death is ſuppoſed to be near, 
ſo that they cannot think on their. everlaſtiug State? 
Let this teach us to remember our latter End, and 
awake our Souls to their work, while we are in 
Health. | 

Tho we fee others troubled with Ravitgs * Let it 
teach to employ our Reaſon for our Sculs Ad- 
vantage while we have the uſe of it. 

Da we ſee fome fad. diſcompoſed with ex:&me 
Pins and Agonics * Let it mind us to d.ipatch 


Us. 

Do we obſerve their Sight failing, T. Kul- 
tering,. or Hearing growing worſe, O let this tech 
us to Make a Covenant with our tfyes, and turn 
them away from bebolding Vanity; ta uſe our 
Tongues for God's Glory, and beware of abuſing 


them now, while ws bave the uſe of them; and to 


empluy dur Bars for bearing ſpixitua Inſtractions, 


While "2.49 are in «als ber it. 


our Work while Health and Eaſe remain with 


7 
1 
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m. DIRBCTION. 


- Concern: 14 rhe ſpecial Oraer, Method ani "Maw 
ner, herein the Duties of rhe Sabbeth ate 1; 
be performed. | 


1 Lord requires us, not only to txke hed to 
the Matter of our Dutzes, but aifo o the 
Manier of them; not only to do what is Good, 
but to do it well. As we muft ſcek God = ce 
Ordinances, {6 we mult ſcek him in duc Order 
3 Chron. xv. 13. very much depends upon the Cir 
cumſtances of our Actions, therefore we moſt look 
narrowly to them. | 


- That ve may take a View of the Sanctiäcatior 


of the Sabbath complexly, and the Order wid 
Circumſtances of the Duties therein require! 
*Thete are three "Things to be confidered, 
1. What is requiſite in order to prepare for be 
Sabbath, before it come. A 8. 
* Wha: is requiſite in performing the Hale! 
of the Sabbath, when it is come. 

3. What is requiſite at the End of the Sabbath, 
or when the Werk thereof is over. 


* 
— „* 6 — — 
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1. Concerning our Preparation for the Sabbath. 


As to thefirft, That it is needful to prepare tor the 
Sabbath, cannot be denyed, if we confider the wot 
Remember perfixed to the Commandment, Re 
member the Sabbath to keep it Holy, we muſt e 
member it betforc it come, ſo as to provide ior tt. 
Hoſes calls the People, Exod xvi. 23. to mand 
that re Morrow 2s the reſt of the hoiy Sal hatl. 
Again, if we confider the Nature of the Sabbat 


work, and our Unfitneſs for it, Preparation * 
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bund very needful: We are called this day to 
make ſalemn and near in! rien to that God who 
is 2 Glorious Spirit, and to hold Communion with 
kim who is infinitely Holy; and is it not very ne- 
ceffary that we who are naturally Carnal, and much 
involved in worldly Buſineſs chro' the week, ſhould 
-ndeavour to abſtract our Thoughts from carthly 
Things, that we may draw nigh to ſo great 4 God 
upon his 3 For holy Performances God 
requires us to make holy Preparations, and there- 
fore David faith, Pſal. xxvi. . I w:l] waſh mine 
Hangs in Tnnocency, ſo wilt 1 compaſs thine Altar, 
0 Zuid. 'The Mariner that intendeth 2 Voyage, 
he not only provides his Tackling, but he is careful, 
before he lail, to put bis Ship off from the Land, 
that he may catch the Frſt Fair Wind. In like 
Manner, 8 Chriſtian, If thou wouldſt launch 
heavenwards upon 4 Lord gay, be concerned to 
get the Veſſel of „ e put off from the Earth 
en the Evening before. , 

Vere thous Perſon of great Quality and Eftare, 
and the King ſhould fend thee word, that he would 
7),rc with thee to Morrow : Thou wouldſt make 
Preparation for his Entertainment the day before, 
by cleaning the Houſe, and putting all Things in 
Order, ſuftahle to the Dignity of ſo great a Prince, 
Now, when Ning Jeſir gives thee Notice before 
band, that, on fuch a day, he is to % with thee, 
wilt thou not teſtify chy Keſpect to ſo great a Po- 
teatate, by making Preparation for him; When 
Crit prepares à Table for thee in the Goſpel, and 


furn ines it with all the Dainties of Heaven, Par- 


don, Peace, Love, Grace, and eternal Life; 


ſhouldi thou not empty thy Stomach, cleanſe th 
Hearr, Horn th Soul, and make res dy to Fe 
with thy Redremer* At this Goſpe l Table o- 
thers fr and feed, their Souls ars filled with 
Marrow and Famneſs ard their Mouths praits 
ne Lord with joyful Lips; But alas l many 
M z have 
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have no Stomach, they caweat little, end favour 19. 
thing, Their Stomuchs are foul, their Hearts un 
clean the World fills their 'Thoughrs, they taſte * 
Goodneſs in hearing, in Prayer, Praiſee, or un 
Duty. of God's Worſhip. ? They are at 90 
Vo ins before Hand, to empty their Minde of the 


World, and prepare for this reaverily Farc 


Reader, were 1 to Counſel thee, how to aprow 
a Market-day, fo as thou mighteſt gain much 
Wealth and Treaſure, I doubt not but they 
wouldſt hearken to me. And wilt thou not regard 
me, when Jam to adviſe thee how. to ſpend te 
Lord's-day, the Market-day for thy Seu, ſo a 
thou mayſt get the tru- 4 Ah even durable 
Riches and Righteouſnefs? Lay afide worldly 
Cares, remember and prepare for this Mearketday 
before it come, and beg Skill from God how t 
improve it aright to the enriching of thy Soul. 
Antiently there were Laws obliging People to ley 
aſide their work at ſuch a particular Hour on &. 
turday's Aiterncen, that they might remember 
and prepare for the Sabbath. Likewiſe it was 4 
Cuſtom in ſomc Places to have publick Dirne 
Exerciſe and Worſhip on the Satin dans Evecaing ; 
ſo that, at rhe ringing of a Bell for it, Peop!e gave 
over their work, * repaired to the Church w 
worſhip God, and hear foraetbing ſuitabic and pte. 
patatory to the Sabbath. I cannot hut c 
this Practice, as a Way to con lude and but ur 
all the Labours and Cares of the prececding week, 
and publickly to give Gad Thanks far proſyeciy 
the Works of our Hands, and alſo tu Cogtet 
town fur the Carnality of our WHeurts, and ou! 
irtle minding of Chriſt, and Heaven in ouc weekly 
ufieſs 3 aud pur manifold ſhort-C mia in 0 
Utes, bach % God and Man; and our forgetting 


Ind nat praktiſing thro' the Week the Sr on 
foul the procerding Sabbath, Lakew:le it + 4 


good way 40 take of our Hearts from he Would 


aud 
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ind to compoſe and ſpiritunlize the Thoughts for the 
Work of rhe approaching Sabbath; and alfo to 
pray ind wreitle together for x Blething on the fame, 
ind for ſpecial Afiftarce to Minifters and People 
in the Durex of the day, that the enfuing Sab- 
bach may be one of the beſt Sabbarbs we ever had, 
and that it may be one of the days of Heaven to 
our Souls. 

But more particularly, the Preparation needful 
dor the Sabbath, confifts in thoſe Things, 

i/t, In your diſparching and ordering vour La- 
done and Buſineſs this? the week with ſuch Prü- 
dence and Forefight, chat it may nowife hinder or 
difturb you on the Sabbath-day. 

ay, In leaving off yeur work timeouſly the 
Night before, and going ſeafonably ro Reſt, that 
both vour Servants and you may be in caſe to rife 
carly n Sabbath Morning, and not be drowfie or 
ficepy thro” the day. It is a great Encrrachment 
pon the Sabbath that ſome are guilty of, they fit 
op and work later on Saturday's Night, than an 
other Night of the week, they ly longer on Sab- 
bach Morning than any hardy they go ſooner 
io Bed on Sabbath Night than any other Night, 
ind they rife ſooner on 2 Morning than any 
other day of the week. Now, what is this, but a 
grudging God his due 'Fime, a woarying of his 
dan, and making it as Mort as you can, and feek- 
Ing to win it, if paiſible, from off che Satirdny's ' 
Night and Monday's Morning. 

Under the Law, the latter Part of the day, pre 
ceeding the Babbath, was called he day of Pre- 
faration for the Sabbath, Luke xxili. 54. intimat- 
ing, that it, is our Duty to prepare for the 3zbbath 
before it came, and to do it upon the day precerd- 
ag. Likewiſe, we find tha: Nehemigh ordered the 
Cates of Jeriſalem to be Mut, when it began to 
de dark before the Sabbath, Neb. xiil.. x9; thereby 
Kachirg us, * ve over * r | 
& | N 
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and worldly Buſineſs on the Evening beſtne the 
T.ord's-day, and not to follow Hur Bufinels tov Tote, 
Icſt our Thoughts be tov much embarafſed with ſe. 
cular Affairs, and we thereby indiſpoſed for the re 
ligious Duties of the enſuing Holy-day. 
zaly, It would be a good way to prepare for the 
Lord's-day, ſometimes to take your Children and 
Servants on the Sazrrday's Night, when you cal 
them together for Famzly-eworſhip, and inſtru? then 
concerning the End and Inſtitution of the Lord's 
dey, which is approaching, and the Nature f the 
Service that is requiſite upon it, The Lord com 
mends Abraham, for commanding his Hovi old a 
Children ter him, ro keep the Way of ihe Lord, 
Gen. xviit. 19. And he frequently ditects the Hy- 
tites to inſtrutt their Children concerning the Mean. 
ing of their Rites and Obſervations ; and particu 
larly concerning the Paſſoner, he ſaith, Frog. xi. 
26, 27. And it ſhall. come tc paſi, when your Chil 
areu ſhall ſav unto you, What mean yon by this 
Seratce ? That ye ſhall ſav, It as the Sacrifice of 


the Children of Iſrael in Egypt, when I. finde the 
Eg tians, £9c. So, in bke Manner, cis erning 
the Obſcrvacion of the Lord's-day, you ſhould te! 
your Families, The day of ſacred Refi, now af. 
proaching, is 4 Memorial of God's wonderful Ler- 


curſes by the divine. Law, and excluird 9! 
of God's Reft, our Lord Jeſus Chri/l 111: derioos 
& great Work for us, to make up our Peac bene 
our Surety, and begr the Curſe and Wrath de 
,; and when be had. ſo doue, and finiſprd his 
Work of Redemption, he, on the prit day of le 
Week, entred into bjs Reſt by bis Refurrefin, 
and hereby mage known 10 us, that we ſpoil elf 
2, day as 4 day of boly Reſt to bim, in Remm 
brence of his glotgous Work, aud as 1 Pledge of 


eur celebrating an everiaſting Sal laub #5 Fe 


the Lord's Paſhoer, who aged over the Hole: of 


% u. that, when we were loft and undone by Sit, 
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0 al, in admiring bis Love, aud ſinging hi Praiſe: 
And therefore let us mate fuitable Preparation for 
. it ſlemm day, and the Duties of it, Alas the | 
: Omiſſion of ſuch Inſ{trufions as theſe to young Per- 
ſons, Goth cauſe the Obſervation of this day, with 
e many, o be built only or Cuſtom and Example : 
d And hence follows the great Neglect of Sabbarh- 
{ Sanctiiſcation, which is ſo common among us. 
4e, If ye would prepare for the Sabbath, call 
85 off your Thoughts timeouily on & turday's Night, 
e from worldly Cares and Buſineſs, « oh ye may think 
| on the great York of the approaching Gay, and la- 


ſerious a * 


4 bout to put your ſelves in as ſolemn an 

þ Frame, as if ye were to die, and ſtep into Eternity, 

. nd clear Conipts at God's Tribunal, or as if ye were 

. vinbly to tryſt and mect with God, and folemrly 

ie treat with him concerning your Salvation. 
. As godly Nehemiah tonk care to ſhut the Gates 

| Jeruſalem on the evening before the Sabbath, that 


x no burdcus might be carried in on the Sabbath Day: 
f do lecure you the gates of your Hearts on the Satur- 
f apy; Evening, that no worldly Thing may enter 0 
p tur you in the performance of the great and ſo- 
g lemn Duties of the Sabbath Sous 
| hy, Look back on the bypaſt Week, and ex- | 
amine vour Actions therein as particularly as ye can, | . 
0 aud repent for all the Sins thereof, whether Omini- i 1 
4. on or Commiſfionz and fee to the Blood of Chriſt 1 
! to de cl-anfed from the Guilt and Filth of them, 
x that ſo ye may be prepared to appear before a Holy 


e God, wh" 2s purer Eyes than that he can he hola : 

9 In. O feek to get al Quarrels thro' the week 

s emoved, that ye may have a reconcited God to 

t meet wirh upon the Sabbath. | | 


thy, Study to have a deep Senſe of your Wants | 
wo your Spirits, that you may get ſuitable 
Supplies for them upon the Sabbath It ye 


„ 

p 

- 

f Vere going to a great Market next day, ye would 

be thinking che Night beſorc, what ye wanted or 
nteded 
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: needed therear. The Sabbath is the gr. it Marks 


- Neb. ix. 14. bleſs God for giving you the abbath 


. ns enſuing day. 
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ary for your Souls, when ye may hear Chi crying 
& Rev. iii. 18. I eou#fet thee to buy of me Gi 
7 ee in thc Hire, that the. mayo f. ho e 4 
white Raiment, that thor: urayeſt be cor, de. 
1:bly, Think upon the great Defign of the 800 
bach, the Commemoration of Chrin's redeeming 
Love, and entertain ſerious and thankful Though 
oi the (ocdnefs of God manifeſted in the glothn 
Work of Redemption ; and, with godly NI 
_ it 18 ſuch A pleaſant an profitable day for the 
8:hly, Beg carncitly for God's Help i ſanftife 
the Sabbath, and that God may put you in 4 (pit) 
tual Frame for the Po thereof, and that ye my / 
bave Grace to leave all your worldly Carcs ar 1; [ 
Bottom of the Hill, while ye go up knie the lun 
to wworſbep God, and return again te thei. Re WY chit 
that the Sins of the bygone Niet, and the Lig 
rovzment of former Subbarhs may not hinder Gde. 
Preſence upon the enfuing Sabbath. Pray that Mi- BW Con 
niſters may be dirccted to a ſuitable 77/7 for your Be: 
Soul- Caſc, that your Hearts may be prepared, you Wil {c: « 


Enemies reſtrained, and Cod's Ordinances blefled, Mo. 


fo that it may be a good day, à day 7: God's Courts 
aud better than à thouſnmnd etfewbere. 

And then having fo ordered and diſpoſed Mu 
ters, lay your {c1ves down to fleep in Chrilt's Arms 
and under his Protection, leaving your Hearts it 
Heaven, that when ye awake wins, wh yt maj 
be ſtill with God. Study to Neep, 45 well a 6 
and drink, to the Glory of Gra, Go to Bed wh 
this Deſign, that your Bodies may be «cfrcthed 4nd 
fired ro ſerve your Spuls in the Service of God vp 


ö 
once fx. 
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Concerning the Dries of the Sabbath. 


As to the Tecond Thing prope 2 What Thi 
ur requalite in * Ec the Sabbat 
ben t Is came 3 This Len J 3 1 ſhall 
reduce all T have to ſay upon it, to three Heads. 
Firft, What is pry before the publick Wor- 
hp, 

aa What is ece dh in Time of public ck Wor- 
ſhip. 

Ah, What is to be done after the publick Wor- 
"he hip is wer. 


110 As to the Arſt, tyke thoſe Directions. 
thy I. When ye awake on Sabbath rr rejoice 
1s: WY the Approach of this bleſſed « 0 Birds 
Beg and ſing at the  Davning 72 the Morning's 
21 io let Believers account the Light of this «7 
od's — a being a day of ſignal Morcics, à day 
Vi Bo om munton with God, a day wherein the Sp 100 
Hera falt upon the Soul. As Abraham rjoeced bo 
ou Wl Cie day, John viii. 56. fo ought ye this 
Ted, BY Moruins, ſaying with the Pialmiſt, A. cxvili. 
wh 08 Thes is the Fay the Lord hath made, cur <7 
er and be glad in it. 
{a H. Let your Sguls be breathing fenzl hot! 7 Medita- 
03 Wi tions and Ejaculations u our very fir awaking : 
Len up your Hearts in Tha giving to God for that 
ny a comfor: able Reſt and Sleep = — vouchfafed to 
1 BN 16 the Night paſty for 27 25 bn that gi verh ,. 
nn ed Koep, we 4 
ind Wh Marging. Likewiſe \give up, and dedicates your 
bn (elves whoily to God — bie ervice this day; and; 
Kwik your waking and _ F may have fur 
Intons as theſe, oy 2 wy LEE. 
/ x weth Iſaiah xxvi. -6 
2 Me free in thi Me, and wh 
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who vencws his Moxcies ro us every | 
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188 How to ſpend the Morning 
wit in me will T ſeek thee early — . me thi 
Morning awake early from Sin to Rig bro 
Cor. xv. 34. or that in Rem, xiii. tr, 12. 7: i; h,4 
time to awake out of Sleep. The Nizht is 2 
ſpent, the day is at hand; let me caſt eb With 
#f Darkneſs, and fult on the Armour of Tigh 
Or, think on your awaking out of the Sleep of Den 
and'rifing out of the Grave at the Sound f the i 
Trompet, what a folemn wakening that will he? 
Or, think of God's Goodneſs to thee, that thou art. 
keft in Life, Health and Safety, this Morning, lay, 
What a Mercy is it, that God has kept my Hoh 
from Firing, and falling on my Head ! That by 
has chaincd up Satan my Enemy, that he coll 
neither hurt nor fright me an a wiſiblc Manner! 
Many have lien down this Night without Sl, 
and been full of Ting to the Dawninz of the day; 
but, bleed be God, I have laid me down in Prim 
I have flepr and waked again, aud my Sleep bath 
been refreſhing. How would I value this Mery, 
Ff I were in Sickneſs, and could not get Hit 
Many have lien down and fiept, but never waked © 
gain an this World ; their firft wwakine hai bem 
iin Eternity, and, O] howw ſad, if it be 7: the Hann 
Hell. But, O. what jhall I rende, to the Lui 

that I wake again in the Land of Prayer, and 4 
Hope ;, and upon à Lord's-day Morning, wheren 
J hope 10 hear again the joyful Sound, and e 5 
Power and Glory en the Sanftuary. 

Wir is a Summer Morning, when the Sun may 
be up and ſhining when thou awakeſt, en think 
Chriſt the. Light of the World roſe early this Mir 
ning from the dart Grave, wherein he la buri'd 
for. my ſake. The Sun of Righteoſne/s was f 
abis day before the Natural Fun. Oi think, 
Tis 4s the day wherein God ſaid, Let thue be 
Light, and. it was ſo; Is che Light % fett, an 

$5486 fleaſant a Thing for the Eyes to behold the 
Sur, Q! How much more to ſee Chriſt HE 
| M9 
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airs Ster this day by the He of Faith,'t6 
© the © of Righteo;ſneſs ſhining iu the Firma» 
nent of G02 Oratnances ? Let me riſe and pe. 
ure for i Sights O! tha: my Eyes" may by 
pared, and the Mote taken out of the Rye of 
Frith, t I may this day, fee him, in Compars- — 
bn of aubom, the Sum 25 but a dark Clod of | 
b. O e Soul | 75/6 from the Earth thts day. 
e be Noon inder thy Feet, and bloatb thy ei, 
b the Hun, draw nigh to God in Chraſt, and 


wempied from the Neceſſity of Sleep T hey never 
wt, nor entry of God's Wore, but praiſe him Day 
ud Nigh:. Behold the Sum never Wearees to ſors 
* Crearnr : How many Thouſand Miles has the 
dun $7.aue/!cd- frce. the laſt Neght went to reſt 
4 


re: oy Hfections on Things abone ; thou art ca- 
ae Commurenzen wit Gon, do not debaſe thy 
vol WW! in 12hing always in the Dungbili of this 
, in {rcking the Duſt with the Serpent, of 
ond ng Fucks weich the Sine, as of thou bas 
ieh, End to ſenue than the World: Wriy 
lee), BW wilt thor: e among the Pott, and uni int 
dae, aten Chriſtal Siam are fo near t © 
10 Or think, How hf hy art the Angels, who am 
MP 


= that le might bring the L:ght f a new L 
7. „e poor umdeſenuing Creature i Aud 
* ball got. I riſe with Ghearfulneſs % celebrate thiy 


Day, aud erde my God. and Saviour - upon it + 
h 75.4 em the Natural Sun it riſen 5 but a far 
Feater, that the Sun of Ri; nteouſneſs 2 , aud 
bath tende to hi A rid an, hat he may the 
better deftuje the Influences of Light and Heat 


_ on poor ad and bing: Souti, fuck as T am: 1 
%% Day, ad n i bis Way an he pajeth 
e web che blind Man, Son of Datid, haue 
bo Mercy upon me. TLaſtiß, The Morning Sun may 
* mind ince of the Manger of ſecure Chriſtleſs Souls, 
WA | de Sur nc bright that Morning on Spgom that 
al * Was destroyed: Little did abe think that falk 


Morning, 


i 
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We that. the Clouds would gather ons fob 
eſt 


. drop. Fire of, their Heads: Nehther ku, 
than Q Chrise Sinner, what 2 Storm & 
Wrath: may fall. en thee before Night: Where 
flee preſently out of the Sowoni of a1 annr gt San 
to dh Z of Chrift's Richreo refs. 
I. Riſe as curly this day as on other days 
and be as foon. at God's Nh this day, 24 you mn 
«your own Hart on other days: God is the by 
Maſter, his Work the ſwerteſt, and bis Age oe 
grea Yer alaa? there are many who y long N 
the Morning of the Lord'nday, they. arc toarh U 
riſe and fall tu God's: H, when they riſe, hey 
havs net Tima for ere Pamily Dulles bs 
405 — — * 01 8 are either 
ik ly perfarmed, os iv Helly neglecte d. O ſoolil 
Sinner doſt th du nl worldly Bunneſs more 
worthy of thy eaclyRafirgy, than thy Vit, 
oy mut? Or, waltt+ che hen greater Repu 
to thy worchleſe Body, t m thy grucions Co, 


pecioue Soul? Loa en 1hanks tb CA 

H had. the bypaſt Cle 

| fin 

ſer 

By 

you 

art 

'0 

| of 
Day that he raguires;. O lot him have it w 
Fring e e you fic Times as much for yu Bl ©: 
5 ſelves, Aud grüdge bim nut the Moroing of i Bill ** 
dun e wr pr yarnny wgeRT; he * 
47. re an 716. gar de me 
Monin the Spirits are mi freſh anc! lively, wb * 
ſteſt | ou and Broyer, We an: told 0 
Exod, xvi. 13. That in be Mering the Zow 0 5 
Aan ua fell: wanidft chou ud the Dew of + Hit 10 


(ing in tall. an thx Aud, and tu makc the 9 — 
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Pal, cxix. 147. Chreſt role ear 
ah Ang for what Fnd dig 


8 the Lord's Day. 
wed Gar det? riſe early to wait for it. This 
44. * the Shine, Fob noſe, early. and _ 


this day befh 


- _ a 
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red his Sacrifices, Joh i. 3. David proveritcd 
 Dawviog of the Lorning with his Prayers, 


e riſc ? Even 


* wify 6a ſave his People. O Believers, did your 


n Gariour riſe carly this Mocnjog 


vali vill you not riſe early this 


- 


44 This ie the great Neſign, the Sabbath. A 
» oY «cit Pham, which is entitled, 4 oy the Sab. 


vo , (aich, II goad to fherw 
chey din Kind nei 47¹ the Mor 1 1 < "brat N 
001 iligence, in it, will 


Nr on this day, or 


to. juſtify you, and 
fy gon bim? 
* Aud the 


th God's % 


Timoouſneſs at 


het A not pros pregudliciag to Health z for fGince, God hath , 


pronounced a ſpecial Bl 


for your Support in 
live in the doing thexcof. 


ing thy ſelf, as po 


be nog 0 Fre as 
thee of whonn the 


bat d outward] 


upon the Sabbath, you 

have Ground to expett that leſs Slee | 

Refrchmout, than at other Times, will be bleſſed 
in his BarP, and that you ſhall 


Food and 


IV. When thou art up, haſten to put on thy 
Cloaths, and ſpend gs little Time this day in drel-, 
Able, that you may have Time. 

for ſecre?: Duties, and retired Converie with God. 
Bur fince the Body muſt be cloathed this day, lat 
your Thoughts be well employ d in the Time thaw 
ut doing ic : Think on Sin, that was the Cauſe of 
your S0ul's Nakedneſs, and of your Body's Ne:4, 
Apparel. Remember from whom you have. 
your Cluaths, to cover, keep warm, and adorn your , 
Bodies, even from God, it is Þ:s Hook and. bis. 
Hax; therefore give Thanks to hun for yaur Nai- 
ment, as well as your Food. Aud tho. your Clcaths 
e wauld wiſh, yet mind, that 
od Was not ers 
abou; in Sheep Skins and Goats Shins: And if ou 
| ſplendid as others, ſcek chat 

Decking «hich will make y0% all Glorgougs. war ir. 
* When others are, following vaia Faſhions, 
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ye to be covered $3: the Robes of Chrift's Rigi 


| revuſneſs. And ſihee you ate this day to mat: 4 
1 ſolemn Appearance b re God your e Fi 
. ther, you mult be ſure, like Jacob, to come in the 


r 


= Garmencs of your eter Brother, othetwiſe Ye can- 
| 1 not expect your” Father 'S Bleſng. Pur no Cork. 
i} dente in your ewn Righteoufreſss for it is no beer 
| than Rags, or a Carmetit full of Holes, the les 
| whereof is luficitnt to let in the Curſe of God upon 
you.” Therefore, put on the Lord Jeſi ft 
f would this day appear before God, and be accept 
* ed of him. Fake Care alſo, that your BE dies thi 
# day be gravely and deceatly apparelled, and bewar: 
of Pride and Vanity this Way, if ye would hare 
God to own you ; the Adoruing which he recom- 
mends, is not that of plaiting the Hair, wearing 
of Gold, and fitting on Apparel, but the hid 
den Man of the Heart, in that which © r 
ruptible, even the Ornament of a meek au qui 
Sharze, which 2s in the fight: of God, e prot 
Price, 1 Pet. iii. 3, 4. Moſt People on the Sab- 
bath, are concerned to adorn their Bodies with 
their beſt Cloaths; but alas! who among you i: 
careful to attire his Soul as he ought on this day, 
when ht is going to meet the bleſt Redecmer of 
Souls, the K ing of Glory? | 
Mind your Souls chiefly this day, and ale cu 
whatever yu be doing abour your Bodies, that your 
Hearts be employ'd in ſpirituul Mediti: ut: Do 
yuu comb your Head ? You may think how nun 
rous your Sins are; they are more than the Hair, 
of your Head, fo that none can rechor; , Val 
XI. 12. And to be ſure, if ye cannot reckon then, 
you ard far leis able to reckon for then. Do je 
waſh your Hands? Think on the Neceſſicy of v. 
zug your Hands in Innocency, that fo ye may cen. 
paſs the Altar of God: For theſe that would a/end 
che Hill of Goa, and ſtand in bis holy P10, mil 
have clean Hands, and purg, Heart, - Holi 


LY Gs * O55 @©BP i. ,v kw a rods 


PT. 


EA —__ __c_e=2. yy qo „ oo & 


7 


1 

& 

be - © 
TY 


* 


f the Lord DH 197 
eth in Heart and Life, is abſolutely needfu!, in 
brder to our emaying Commurſion with God in Or- 
dinances. Rt” | 

V. As ſoon ds ly thou canſt, retire this 
Morning for the Duties of /ecter Prager, Proſe, 
reading the Mord, Medit area; ant en, 
nation. Much of the Sabbath, and eſpecially th 
Miriiing of its ſhould be ſpent in Praz/ang Fa. 
Thank/:z2ing, upon Account ot God's Goodnels 
both 052-9107 and petial, maniteſted jn the Mos ks 
of Creation and Redemption. It is a moſt necefr 
ſary and proper "Duty," 70 jheww forth Goa 's. loving 
Kind ueſi on the Sabbath Morning, Plal. xcii. 2. 
7hauk/cioing is the great End of the dap, and of 
the ieywies of it; the Redeemed. of the Lord, 
ought this day to fing, Hie Mercy; endnrerb for 
ever, Plal. A., for God ſent his Son to redeem 
d. for chi very ad, that he might have from us 
the Prazje of the Glory of bit Grace, Eph. i. 6, 
i:, 14 And if you deny him Praiſe, you; do what 
you can to diſggp0iht, him of, the Defign of this 
wonderful Work: Many, ſerious Souls think the 
Sabbath ſhould be ſpent only in Prayer, Mom: 
ing, Martification, &c, and almoſt wholly negle# 
the Du;y of Praiſe, which ought to be the, Pringle 
ns and herewith God is beſt pleaſed. Rememry 
cr, thet Praiſe is not only the Eud of the Day, 
but the Fuad of your Lief ; yea, the Deſign of 5 
God's Nbg; God made Man che Tongue of the 
Creation, to Trumpet forth a loud, what the reſt of 
the Creation do but filently - whiſper. | 
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Diarcti08s in performing the foreſaid Duties, 


Efore i proceed furthr, I ſhall give ſome fpecial 
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amo 


ot? Of | Reading rhe N ord. 


ft, As to the Roaring of God's Word, if ye would 
o it with Profit, then, . Look! up to God for his 
Blefſing upon it, when you begin, pray that he may 
pert your Eves ro fee the Wonders of it, and that he 
"your Ears and Hearts, to hear au gn. 
y 3th it ns the Voice GC. 

aul, In reading the Word, quicken thy elf is 
zl poffible Attention. As Chi will rouze u 
theraſclves at the reading of their Father's W. , 

out of Expectation of ſome Portion or Legacy be- 
queathed them therein by their Father: So ought 

to ruze up thy ſelf in reading of the Ward, 

in re of the many rich and precious Legacies 
which our Saviour hath bequeathed to thee, in 
that Taff Will and Teſtament of his, ſealed by his 

- Son E bod. : Ns: | 1 

l 34%, Read the Word with holy Reverence, as if 
Febovah himſ:}f Rood by, and fyake theſe Words 
unto thee ; for Nan is a Kind of | holy Confe- 

_ reace with God © And therefore ought to bo gore 
about with' a holy Aw and Concern. do nt 
Kean that this erence is. to be ſhown to the 
Paper and Print, but the Matter contain'd therein F 
— deen theſe, as the dead Bodies of Saints, ought !“ 
not to be ufed diſhoucurably, as T have heard eme Bl . 
rraceleſs Merchants do, by rolling up their ſmal 
fares in Leaves of. the Bible. fs this like the 7 
Practice of the ancient Marryrs, who made mot Bl . 
Account of a Leaf of the Bible than of a Tre Wi.” 
ſure? And indeed the Leaves of the Bible, is 
ſome Senſe, ace the Field where the Trealure h Wie. 
bid, and the Pearl of Price may be found: They Wl 3; 
arc the ſwadling Cloaths of the Holy Fefi:s : And 
therefore, in the next Place. ta 
A, Have an Eye to Chriſt in every I hung e . 

read, for he is the Eng, Kuße wag Sb/146c 70 
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de Whole Bible, aud every Thing iti it is redu- 
eible to him. 2 n 9 Tana 

hu, Read it with Application to thy ſelf, as if 
Cod {poke to thee by Name and Sirname in every 
Lire of it. Read it as if it were à Letter 
ent Nraight from Heaven to thee, to warn thee 
aint Sig, and to perſwade thee to Faith and 
Holineſs. Let us accept of its Reprobfs and Ad- 
monitions with FThankfulneſs, and fay, Whar a 


* * 


Mercy is it that we ma! read our Father's 1/317 in 


1 dur Mothet- Tongue, and that God ſpeaks his Vin 
N ſo plainiy to us in his Word? 31 f ö 


6thly, Mark the ſpecial Faſſages ef the Mord, ei- 
ther thele that are mboſl important in themſelves; 
tt molt applicable to you. Mark the Duties en- 
joined, rid Sins forbidden; with the Promiſes to the 
one, and Threatnings againſt the other Faſter, 
theſe upon your Memories, and hide them in your 
Hearts, meditate on them, and pray' that God may 


4 keep them in your Minds, ready tor ' Uſe againtt 

Fs the Time of Need. | gs 1. 

go Hl. Of Secret Proper. 

i As for Secrer Prayer, take thels' Direftions, if 

ght ye would ſpeed in it. * ory ago; 

+ BY . Sce that ye be ew Creatures ard horn gain, 

or e would pray arjght ; 2 Child, while in the 

de Nb, cannor cry, lo vo more can you cry, Abba, 

_ Either, while in the Womb of a natural State. Afr 

e, ever Man's Frayers, are not accounted Pray- - 

r betor= God: The long Prayers which Pay! had, AN 

— White a Phariſte, were not reckoned Prayer at all; — 

ber du when he is @ converted Man, we are told chen, 1 

And vith a Ze hold, that be frayed; Acts ix, 1. Þ 
Be frequent in this Duty, for your Needs te ; 

; ye any: Got bath erefted the Throne of Crace. for 4 

* de Tine of Need, Heb. iv. 16. And he hack left 4 
de WY its Needs upon us, that he may. the oſtner | 

1 
\ 


v 195 How to ſpend the Moyning 
1 hear from us; he loves to hear his Peoples Voice 
i and great Need have we to let him oft bear of je; 
18 for. we have many Luſts to be ſubdued, many 125 
148 ces to be ſtrengthned, many Doubts to be ehh 

and many Grievances to be redreſſed: 'Therchr 

. be frequent in your * Addreſſas to God. F re que 

| 1 cy begers Familiarity, and Familiarity Confidence; 
| $ | we go boldly to his Houſe we. often viſit. Fi 
bl Gus tells us of tho Apoſtle James Sirnamed the 
„ Juſt, That he kneel 0. oft, and (ov long in fe 
| | cret Prayer, that his Knees becawe as Callows, aud 
" 


„ „ + tr Z 


; 2K inſenſible as a Camel's. And he tells us of the 6:4 
| - Chriſtian Emperor, Conſtautine the Great, that he 


— wks 


| 
5 Kneeled very much in ſecret Prayer: And for m 
1 Example to others, that he had his Image in his 

1 Coins, Pictures and Statues, repreſented in the 

13 Tame praying Poſture, with his Hands {prcad + 
Lis + broad, and his Eyes lift up o Heayen. King 74 
| id was frequent in this Exerciſe, ſal. Iv. 17. 

De ning, Marning, and at Noon, will pray and 

ery aloud. And it that be nat enough, he fays, 
"ſal. cxix. 164. Seven T ames a diy will prag 
thee, becauſe of thy 7ighteous Fiidgments. 

III. Affect Privacy and Retirement in it, firive 
40 let no Ear hear but God's; for his Ears ate opet 
to the moſt whiſpering Prayers that can be put up: 
Not that we ſhould be aſhamed of our Dur, but 
that we may evite Miſconſtruction, and hide Pride 
from our Eves: For when there is à 7efire that 
Men ſhould take Notice of our Prayers, God ue 
no Notice of chein, . it be to abhor and reel 

them. But if you be fo circumſtanced, that you 
- * Cannot pray without being obſerved, 2 cane 

Kelp it; for it is better to hazard the (Ccuſure ofe 
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Ws chers, than the Neglect of Prayer Only take cats 

4 there be no Oftentation in the doing of it. _| 

1 IV. Pray with holy Aw and Revcrence af 0%, 
1 before whom ye 6d your ſelves: Labour fur ® 
q much Devotion and Seriouſneſs in Prayer. © 4 
ö | | . 
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were taken up end pꝛeſented before God. on hie 
Roval Throne, with Millicms of glorious Angels 
miniſtring to him ;3 or, as if ye ſaw Death and che 
Grave o the one Hand, and Heaven and Hell on 
the oth. cr 3 or, as if ye heard the Saints finging in 
Heaven, or the Damned roaring in Hel! $4 Do e not 
believe theſe Things as well as if ye ſaw them? 
And why are ye not as ſerious as if ye did ſes 
them ? . 7 
V. Study to pruy in Faith, eying the Power, 
Mercy, and Promiſe of God, and relying upon the 
Mediation and Righteouſneſs of Jeius Chriſt; for 
hefe who pray thus, ſheH not ſeek God in vain. 
This Kind of Prayer is like Ic unathaus Bow, | * 
2 Sam. 1. Dat ne ver Yeturns emp. | | 
VI. Pray with Fervency and argc Vhy? 
for ought 6 know this may be the laſt Sabbath you 
may (ec, the laſt Sermon you may hear, and the laſt 
Prayer you raay put up. Pray therefore vs'a dying 4 
Man would and ſhould do. Remember how fer- 101 
rent ye have feen ſome dying Perſons in Prayer, 15 
and labour for the ſame Frame and Fervency. Lou | 
ſhould feek this day to have ſuch a Feeling of ſpi- 
ritual Wants, and to have your Bowels ſo pinched; 
: with a Senſe thereof, that like the hungry and al- 
up: Wi not ſtarved Beggars, you may cry aloud for te 4 
by Bread of Lie. Let your Prayers be the Travail 
nde of your Souls. and not the Labour of your Lipe. Let 
th — Hearts be ſuitably affected in all the Parts f 
rayer : never leave Confeſſion without forme Sorrumtugmgꝛꝛꝛ̃ \[{ 
ject for din, nor Petition without ſome Senſe of the 1 
ü Worth of Mercics; nor Thanbigi dung without ſome ; 
an By Solace and Joy in God, the Author and Fountain: 9 
e all dur Happineſs. Let your Affections correſ- 9 
a Pond with your e wo ey continue 3n{tgnt 
1 in Prayer. You ought this 2 like Camſbm, Ju. 
my wi. 76 low your ſelves with all Ai. 
| K Prager . pull down the Pillars of © agon's Teng 
een incour Howl, 
AT "25. : | * 
e | 
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of your, Hearts with your Hamar to Hoi 11; 
Hemuens, and ſti up vour U to take hold 
him : Cat your ſelves down at. his Feet, and lay 
as orice u great Man did to his Prince, Cam rg 
del never to riſe, til I obi ain Mercy, 

VII. Uſe Arguments with God in Prayer, either 
taken from God s Power and Mercy, or from you; 
Miſery and Neceſſity: Doſt thou doubt if thou be 
converted? then ly ſobbing before God, ie thi! 
Leper, Match. viii. Lord, thou wilt. thou cart 
mnake me clean; g. d. Lord, thou mayſt lo as thoy 
wilt, but this 8 tho? thou fhouid? ner 
help me, that thou canit do it. Thou baſt Power 
enough, yea, it is caſie for thee, and will be nn 
manner of Trouble to thee to change mv Heart, 2nd 
give me an Alms of Mercy. Thou haſt Mercer a: 
well as Power; 1 have heard a Report of thy 
Mercy, T hat the King of Iſrael 2s a merciful King, 
ard neleghts not in the Death of a Sinner, and 
that his Mercy endures for ever. Lord, bots 
pocr condemncd Rebel come in upon the Procia- 
mation, to accept of the King of Heaven's Indem. 
nity: I lay my ſelf at thy Feet, content to accept 
of Mercy upon any Terms; Haſt tho not ont Zo 
fing for me, ever for poor ine, Oary Father! it 
there be not enough of Merit in Chrift to aut me, 
I do not {eek Salvation; but in him I kno's ther: 1 
z Fulneſs of Regundnucy, a Treaſure that caondt 
be emptied. And Lord, art thou not willing 4 


well as able? Haſt thou not 1 thy Side, that 


I might look in and ſee the Learning of thy Fü. 
els, yea, I have heard them many Times eng 
towards loſt Sinners: Why then ſhould 1 % due 


with overlaſting Burnings? ' ha Profit, L 4% 1 


rhere in my Blood? T he Dead cumnot fr oi? et, 
they that go din to the Pit caunot celebs alt thy 
Goodneſi. Is it not better to make me « Fr 


tha let me be un Enemy? 46 it nor better that | 
ſhould ctprmally'fing thy Praiſe, than live M 
ons + 7  bjaſphemits 
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pleſpheming thy Name? Lord, bat ſhall 7 foto 
e ſamed I there Balm in Gilead for 2 wound 
:d Soul? Is there no Hope for a diſtreſſed Sinner 2 
js there no City of rs, for « putfued Criminal? 
Lord, am come like a Rarving Beggar to the [4 
Door for Rolef, if thou help me not, I muſt per? 
at thy Threſhold,” I can go no further. Could § 
believingly make Uſe of ſuch Arguments as theſe; 
Chriſt's piryful Heart would burſt out in midſt 
thereof, and fay to us as to the Woman of Canaan, 
Matrh- xv. O Woman! great it thy Faith, be i: 
to thee even as thou wilt, | 95 
VIII. As on Sabbath Morning we ſhould addre 
God with more Solemnity and Intenſeneſt, and 
with greater Lengrh than ordinary; fo alſo with 
ſpecial Peiztions for the day —. iſt, Pray for + 
ur {clvcs, that God may give you Hearts and 
Manes, co ſanflify a Sabbath to the Lord, that he 
may prepare your Hearts for hearing, ſtrengthen and 
ſiactify your Memories, go alongſt with you to the 
Saua, and allow his Preſence there. re 
> enter upon the publick Work of this day, la- 
our to get your Hearts poſſeſſed effectually with 
theſe Truths, that God muſt work his own Work 1 
thee and tor thee, or it will never be done; ar 
without him you can dc nothing. Tbat there is ng 
healing Virtue in the Neterq of the Sanctuary, un 
the Angel of his Preſence deſcend and move them; 
Thatas che firſt Creation, the Spirit moved on the 
Waters, and then the living Creatures were formed, 
lo the Spirit muſt move upon the Waters of Ordipan- 
ces, betore they can produge or increaſe ſpiritual Lite. 
And as he muſt move upon the Ordinances, and 
ive Virtue to them, fo he nut move upon oug 
. =—_ attending on * Pray garneſtiy then, 
mar god may give you his Spur tw are 
for hearing of kis Werd, ang e 
vd particularly, that he may give you Arteniian, 
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*pply, Judgment to diſcern, Faith/to belic e, Me 
mory to retain, and Grace to practiſe hat you 
Mall hear; that fo the Word may prove vnco yoy 
the Savor of Life unto Life, and not the zun 
of Death unto Death. Be ſo intent for Chrif'; 
reſcnce this day, that no Lord's da may ſatisfy 
ou without the Lord of the day. what is the 
eft day tharever was without the ancient ot days! 
What are the Ordinances of God without tho God 
of Ordinances ? What are the Aſſemblics of Sint: 
without the Maiter of Aſſemblies? What's a Ser 
mon without a Saviour? What's a Communic: Tabhz 
without Cummmion' with God: What's a Sabbath. 
day  withour' the Lord of the Sabbath? Protest 
theretofe in a humble but an importuns ange 
that you will be ſatisfied with nothing thi. day, 
without his Preſence, ſay with Moſes, Exod. xxxil. 
25. if thy Preſence go not tit h me, carry ut not 
h hence. And cry to him with the Church. . 
ixive 1. Oh that thou worldft, this day rot the 
Heagens, O that thou wouldft gome down, that 
the Mountains maght” flowo at thy Prefency. 
al, Pray for him that diſpenſeth rhe , that 
God may open to bim, LIE 4 Door of Uire- 
rance, and a Door of Entrance , and perticularly, 
that God may direct him to, ſpeak fomerhiag that 
may be ſuitable 10 your Caſe: It is à great Lois 
to yaur ſelves, as well as to Miniſters, th you 
pray ſo hte for them; What is the Realon th 
many times NMiniteys are ſtraitned in Delivery, 
do not reach your Hearts, nor ſpeak cloſely to you 
Cale, it is becauſe ye ruy not tos ther, mind that 
Jad 'Threatning, Nek. Iii, 36, where the Spirit 
Aaich to the Prophet, I 2vz{{ mate 1 Tongue 
eleave to the oof of thy Mouth, that thou Halt it 
tgnh, ' and Halt ant be to hemd Reprove!s fo! 
they are 2; refflliens Hout. O pray 2go108 1918 
lad Judgment, and beg that, God may love the 
Miniſters /Tongus, and put a Word in u Mov! 


4 05 


0 , aw J * * 


for you. Can you expett a Bleſſing on your Food, 
when v 20th not fo mech as ſeek it from God, ; 
praying for him, that in, to break the Bread of 
Life to ym | 

gabbath may be g day of the Son of Wan, and 4 
day of God's Porwer unto them : Pray that Chriſt 


may mount the where Horſe pf the Goſpel, gira bis © 


Sword on his Thigh, and ride in Triumph among 
them, that the Arroms of his Word may be {harp 
aid pierce Hearts. Beg that lome may be Com 
rincsd. others Strengthned, and others Comforted : 
Pray that Crod's word preached, may not only be 
as 4 L Song to the Hearers, us Ezek. Xxxiii. 
but alſe as a l vely Song to them, that many may 
hate it to ſay, as David Pſal. cxix. 50. Thy word 
bath gutene me. X 

IX. You muſt take Care, that your ſecret Prayers 
n Sal hath Mornzys be early and ſeaſonable, 
that they interfere not with Family Worlbzp, 
which ought this Morning to be timeouſly per- 
formed before the hui Worſhrp begin, for one 
Duty malt not juſtle with another, every Duty is 
beaut fu! in its Seaſon. And in i: Family Prayer 
you mutt Le more folema, and particular, than at 
ther Occaſions our Sgcrifices this day ought to be 
doubled. Q! it were happy, if ſecret and Family 
Die; were our Souls Delight on this day; and 
if we had ſuch ſpiritual Skill to perform them, 
that they might be Helps, not Hinderances, to 
publick Ordinances. '' SR bes 


Laft'y, Having this Mornizze put up your fe. 


det T ayers to God, you ought to look and wait. 
for « Return of them through the day; «wiſe 
Merchant that ſends a Ship to the Sca, will en- 


qui© after her, Prayer brings your Food om 
aly 


Feeitivn to à Prince, you wait What 


aar, cok what becomes of it? F you ſent * 
Aber wit 
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300% Pray for the whole Congregation, that the 
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* i» this Cale to doit 2 If you look not after you 
Preyevs, it is'a Sign cu have little Senſc of you 
Needs; little Senſe of the Burden and Yoke o 
Sin; lictle Senſe of the Preciouſnc ſe of Chrift, 4, 
the Excellency of rheſe Mercies you have hrer 
feeking- You ought this day to be abic to (4, 
4s Þ/zi. xxv. 5. On thee do I wart all the dn, 
Your Souls ſhould be ſtill panting after G00 
aud the Light, of his Countenance, ſaying, O H! 
may this day behold the Beauty of the Lord, © 
that I may '\fee his Power and Glory: © ih] 
may taſte that he i Good : O that IF may hear 
ves Voice, may bear his Image, be brour}t int 
rhe Chamber. of Preſence, and fee him through the 
Latteſs of Ordinances. 

If you would have à gracious Return this day, ye 
moſt be look ing above Ordznances and Yntiot to 

im, who is rhe Dew ro Jfrael, and expect the 

ea venly Rain from himſelf, otherwiſe your Fleece 
will remain dry, for all that Men or Angels can 
do. Therefore plead with God that he will bleis 
A concur with the Mears, and breathe upon your 
aro Zones, without which the Breath of Men can 
never make them live. 


M. Of Self ſearching. 


As w the Duty of Self-ſearching, it very ne- 
ceſlary on the Sabbath Maruing, in Ordo te pre 
Fart your Souls for the work of the day. 

iſt. Enquire into your own State, try whether ye 
be in Nature or Grace, that when ye hear the word, 

> may know what belongs to you: For, if ye be 
zenorapt of your Condition, you may apply 7 
miſes for Threatnings, conclude for Heaven, when 
ye are Hers of Wrath, perſwade your ſc! vcs of the 

Love of God when ye arc in a Mate of £/4anily. 

I. Enquire into your particular Neceuies, 4 hat 
ate theſe warty ye would have ſupplyec by 1 
4974, theſe Sins and Liſts yo would hove * 


_ 
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by it, what are theſe weak Gracet 8 would have 
drengthned by it? ' What are thele Doubts yer 
zouid have rofolved by it, and theſe Heart- 
plaguct ye would have cured. Wi 
III. Enquire into the Frames of vont Hearts, ls Bt. 
and ſec if they be duly qualified and diſpoſed fot | 
attending the public Ordinances, | 

Queition, Nhat Sort of Hearts ought we to 
bring with us? | 

Anfever, Iſt. Bring bremble Hearty, confider that 
ye are Pieces of mean and vile Duſt, venturing 1a- 
to the Preſence of an 7nfin:tely gloriout Gad, to 
hear the Voice of the Lorg that #s full of Majeſty. 
and ſuleranly te converſe with him, before whom 
the Augels vai their Faces. 

20%, Bring ſoft Hearts, that the Nord may make 
ſome linpreſſion on them; for an Arrow ſtt ut againſt 
a Stone Ricks not, but falls to the Ground. Labour 
to get the faitow Ground of your Hearts plowed uf 
aud broken, before ye come to receive the Seed of 
the Word, according to Hoſea x. 12. If ye would 
have the fallow Graund plowed up, ye mult ſeek 
de Lord by f'rauent aud Heart-breaking Prayer. | 

zh, Bang Hunger and Thirſt with you to God's 1 
Hangrrtiing-bouſe z bring a deep Senſe of Saul. cuant - 
ind Nece//utzes, and longins Deſires to meet with 
Chriſ. in the Ordinances : For, be fills the Hungry 
wth go Things, when the Rich are ſent away 
empty, OF for hungry Appetites of God's. 0 
C1uldr:2, when we. come to God's Houſe, ſay, 0 41.8 
Hat, lit a neu. born Clilg, I may this day defire 1 
the face Milk of tbe Nord for my Nouriſi mu . 
find, O that like à true Child of my hs „ 
Father, I may love that: Milk beſt, which wit 
"arm ff uin the Breaſts of publick Qrdenarces. 1 


TY, Search nk theſe Luſls and Evils that bib 
der the Succeſs of Ordinances, caſt chem out, 1 1-3 
gurd carctully againſt them. If ye wauld havo 


God 


Souls this day, attend upon God: Say to the Cars; 


OY 
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God this gay 10 hear yout Prayers, and accept of tou 
Nur Saerefices, ye mult regard no Iihg!/7t4 in you Lor: 
Hearts, ye muſt throw out al! Pofim 7.1%; ant " af 


. Tots. Chriſt faith to you this day, us once he did Trut 


t Fudas in another Cafe, John xviii, 8. / ese. 
Tore ye ſeek me, let theſe go their cr Vat your 
Pride, Worldlineſt, Prejudice, &c. go aua, for 
they bar Chriſt out of the Heart. | | 
F:irfl, Throw out Worlalineſt, and al! Thoughts 
about the Worid, that ye may, with your whole 


of the World; as Abraham to his Servants, xx. 


Stay ye here, till T go yonder to worſhip God. Gul. will 
fer not 2. vain Thought this day to take np its Lod- ther 
ging in your Heart, according to Ferem. 1. 14. bt buil 

ſaid of Bernard, that, when he came to the WI 


Church- dor, he would ſay, ray here, all n earthly inju 


Though: : Nay, ſay this alſo before ye come rom lerv. 


Home. Morlaly Hearts will hinder you from get. bot 
Aung Good of the Ordinances, they will make the bure 
Church like the Market-place to you, full of Tv ſon 
mult and Diſtraction 5 they will make tuch a Notte vor! 
and Buzzing in your Ears, that you cannot hear ; or 6. 
meu will make you wander in Time of hearing, as and 
00 „Heel. xxxiii. 31. Nay, they will make you vide 
weary f all Sabbat havork, as theſe, Amo viii. 5. * 
zal, Lay aſide Seif:concesr, or u gon of whe 
your ſelves, your Duries and Performancos,count all bn 
theſe but Dung and Loſs for the ſaving Knowledge Wi * 
of Chraſt Forif ye lean upon your Prayers and Pre- 5 
rargons thin dav, as any Niere of Righicouſne!3 ar 


beſore God z rhis will mar your Acceſe to God this beg 
day, and make the Ordinances prove dr; 2 veafts 
3dly, Throw out. all Prejuasces againſt Ment yg] 
s, and againit :he Laws of Chriſt, and wit 
ekneſs ly. your Ear and Heart open 1 receite the 
Laftruttion,. ſay ing with Paul, Lord, wh?! - A 
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thou bt v ro Ao? And with Saruel, Sheak, 
Tord fr thy; Servant hearecth. oo. 
arbly, Guard againſt Dovbrings concerning the 
Truths of God, and r Religion; Let us 
aptivare me ſubject Reaſon to Faith, and des l with 
i, 4s Jae did with the Gebeonzres', he made 
them Hers of Mood, and Dramers of Water for 
he Sero11ce of rhe Temple :, So let us make Reaſo 
ſubject to Faith, and eryiceable to Religion; but 
noways let it up as a Standard for examining ts 
Myfterics by, ſinge they ate above its Reach, | 
:thly, Beware of erroxzeous ©rinciples ; tor thels 
will mar the good of Ordinances. to you; While 
there s Error in the Faundation, you cannot be 
bnilt uf in the moſt holy Faith. Chriſt bids'us te 
miſe 0: 7 and Serpents (they ſay) whatevet 
lnury is offered to them, their great Care is to pre; 
lerve their, Head. Let it be our great Care 11 
por only to pr ſerve our Hearts and Hands from Sin, 
burour Heads from Error; eſpecially, when there arg 
ſo many falſe Teachers going abroad, ſceking toes 
dert the Simple, by fair Words and falſe Speeches. 
6thly, Eeware 1kewiſe of Schiſm and Dis iſion, 
and gun t againſt theſe who are luſtruments to & 
vide and ſcatter Chriſt's Sheep; do not taggle 
from Chriſt's Flock, but abide cloſs by the Place 
where the good Shepherd feeds his Flock. and makes 
them i reſt at Noon, and do not turm afide After 
the Flocks of the Companzons, Cant. 1.5, _. ©. 
Ureter the handling of the Diet of Maſters a 
Families, as ſuch, fill efterwards, only, it ought to 
begthoir Care carly to call their Families together 
wp: yath them, and praiſe God; and to cauſa 
K+ % re CY arly this day as others : Let not yout 5 
Servgaits and Children waſte away this Herning in 
Slety and IAleneſe, bur call them up as Cary d 
God's 197 | day, as ye do to your own. opon @- 
ther days, * i 
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How blame worth are theſe Families, and eſpe 
cially the Maſtcrs thereof, who; on Week-d1y,, ay » 
riſe berimes to follow "their worldly Bufinef; ; by 
on the ad Low do lie longer in Bed than or ding. 
75 gi ng themſelves ro carnal Eafe and Reſt + 1 
| q keep holy che Sabbath-day, thus % fee 
and lofter away the firſt and chicfeſt Pac: chiefs 
Ts chis the way to accompliſh the Work of le Sas. 
bath; to promote the Glary of God, and cory on 
the Work” P your Salhation ? All ef you fan, 
prone Work to do this day ; theretore riſe carly 44 
t, us the Maelites did to the befieging of 11 
They had been encompaſſin the City fix days be 
fore ; but we ate told, 70. vi. 15. That, co the 
dent h Day, they Yoſt, early about the Danwning 
of the day, aud comp aſe the. City. ſcben met; 
And ſo that day they became Maſters of the Ciry, 
And, according to the beſt Expoſitors, this K 
day, on which the Walls of Jericho fell down; war 
the Sabbath. Now, O. Chriſtian, as ve / ae!:tes 
had the ſtrong Halls of Fericho, fo thou aft the 
Nraug Holds of Sin to batter down this day; thou 
haſt theſe Canaanitef to conquer, which would keep 
thee out of the promiſed Land Thetefbre imitate 
the Maelitet, and rife. carly this Morning to your 
Work: The Walli are thick, vour Enemic: ſtrong : 
if yg would expect then to conquer on che abbath 
day, and triumph againſt Night, ſce'that ys begin 
the Siege early. 5 | 
And if ye would manage the Work fuccelsfully, 
you mult ſet about, and carry it on conjur 8 4 
well as ſeparately, by Family-praver, as wel! as /e 
_ ret Prayer : And ee that alf inthe Family aten 
F og” Top p this Morning, Likewiſe, 2s Uccs 
ſion offers, exhort your Children and Servants, to 
| 2 themſelves for the publick Wirth p, by the 
Performance of ſecrer Duties, partictiter!y, Reas 
zug and Prayer. When you are at Meat this Mer 
Bg, ſhew by your holy Speeches, that you: Minds 
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| forgetful of the Work of the day, Check 
* — * idle talking, both in Children and Ser- 
Playing? 
pants, and labour to engage them by your Example. 
to ſhew % mort grave and ſerious Air in their 
Counte nences th is Morning. than upon ether Occa- 
. 25 many of them as can be convenient iy ſp 
ed, acc pα¹hhh¹ you to the Publick Ordinattes, and 
(fer none of them to be therefrom, except 
in Caſcs of Neceſſit ). Remember the fourth Com- 
mand, 2 ho thy Son, thy Daughter, thy Man-ſtr- 
dant, and Haid ſervant, and all within thy Gater. 
Let net the dreſſing of Meat for you keep Servants 
fom the Houſe of God this day: But fee that ye be 
able to {2y with Cerneliut, (who feared the Lord, 
with A his Howe) We are all here preſent before 
Gid-— Tho! Children be young, yet bring then 
with you; for they are capable of gerting Good by 
the Nord, ſooner than we are aware: The Scrip- 
ture takes ſeveral times Notice of Little ones in 
folema Aſſemblies, Deut. xxix. 1. Bora x. 1. 
Aﬀs xxi. 5. If we lay our Children by the PooE- 
kde, who knows how early the Spirit of God may 
help them in, and heal them? Take your Families 
tlongit with you to the Church; leave them not be- 
hind you, ta cotne ſtraggling to the Church, ater 
Worſhip ; begun ; nor allow them to drop aways 
before 27 be ended. This is very undecent and dit- 
orderly ; ye would not allow them to do fo, with 
_ tw your Work If ye were going to the Har- 
Veit held, ye would not ſuffer them to come or go, 
when they pleaſed : Nog ye would oblige them 
all to Le ready timeouſly, to come forth together, 
and fall! to their Fork at once, and tarry till they 
looſed from {Fork together: And ſhould ys aut be 
much concerned for God'r Mork, as tor your owny 
1 * Balibeſe of Ererniry, as for the Affatrs * 
2 | 3 . #4 
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8 Mewitatiots in going to the Chun, 
er 18 \ . 
| concerning our goiug to the Che ch. 


In the next Place, I ſhall give you ſome Direct 
ons in your coming to the Church this day, while 
ou are an the way to it ; propet elpecially for yo, 
ſe Houſes lie what remote from it. 

Having drefied your Souls, as well as may be, this 
Morning,accordingts the foreſaid DireQions,gr torch, 
watching over your Hearts and Senſes, having the 
lively Impreſſion of God's Bye upon you; and belle. 
ing chat he takes ſpecial Notice of all your Thoughts, 
Words and Actions this day. .. | 

I you walk in Company with others, take heed tt 
your Words, that they be ſavoury and fu de 0 
that People would guard. againit world iy Diſcourſe 
in their going to the Church(which very much 411com- 
poſeth the Heart for the publick Worſhip) and would 
talk of ſpiritual Subjects, of the Deſign and work of 
the day, and encourage one another to it. Hoy ples: 
fant would this be! This was the ancient Practice & 


God's People, Zech. viii 21. And we fee how much 


David is taken with it, Pſal. cxxii. r. 7 2044 (lad, 


the Lor 


Shen oy ſaid unto me, Let us go into the Houle 


q. d. It was the moſt pleaſant Sound | 


heard all the Neeł through, to hear People cncours 
ging one another to aſſemble to God's Falte Yor 


15, in God's Houſe, upon God's day. Th: to bim 
was the moſt pleaſant Journey ever he went; he hs 
not backward to it; he did not weary of it; nay, i! 
was the Foy and Life of his Soul; be was gl:d © 
it. How few among us are in this Franc Alt 
inſtead of it, there are many in our day gd of 40 


wifling Excuſe to ſtay them at Home, or tale then 


you live at ſorne Diſtance from the Church, 3 
tryſted with carns!l Company by the Way, win 


$your nothing but the World, it is beſt for an 


ny rom the Afternoon Sermon. 4 
be 
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ute from them to thine own Meditatiqns, left th 
e ecke with their carnal and corrupt Cottifhtpt- | 
-ations : For even a Peter, when, he is convert 
ind warming his Hinds with the Eaemies of, Chriſt, 
bis Heart turns Ic&-cold, and frozen to C riſt his 
Maſter, till a Love-blibk from the Sun of Rights 
onſueſs thawed, it again. * 6 
Tf better Meditations offer not to thee the 
Way, 1 ſhell furniſh thee with ſme vet ſuitable 
on natural Things, which Are the Objekts of yout 


Conles. | 


if it be in « Winter-mornoafg thou goeſt out, 
wich the Sun is but riſing, hint, if one dum mak. 
{, bright « Morning, what 4 ſhining Morniog wi 
that be, when Chrilt, with all his bright Angels 
and Saints, all break through the Clouds, when 
there ſhall be as many Suns as we ſee Stars. in 4 
Winer: Nizhbt 2 'O ! ſhall I be one of theſe that 
fall Pine as the Sun in the Kingdom of my Fas 
ther ? 

If it be in the Spriizg-Time, and when à plexſant 
Rain is (alling on the Graſs and Corus, han, the 
$4bbach ſhould be 4 Crow-day for Believers. Thi 
day God is as the Dew to rat. Ol that my Soul 
v grow as the Lily, and regius as the Corn. O! 
that I may grow inward in Sincerity, and outward 
n 709 1/0145, downward in Humiliry, and upward 
inHeavenly-mindedneſs. Let the Doctrine of God's 
Word this day drop on my Soul, as che ſmail RA 

on the tender Heyl, and as the Showers ufo the 
At., that l may wax taller in Grace, and ſtronget 
n Faith and Love. This day 1 ſhould” be going 
from Srrength go Strength, according to Y Nx, 
I. As ihe Zee is buſte in going ftom Flower to 
Flower, fill gtthering Honey as ſhe paiſerh, © 
ould | this day go froq Dey to Du, From. ons 

wWinatce to another, om Praying to. Reading 
bom Reading to Hearing, from Heating to Me 


ditating; 
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Ainting 3, fill gathering Grace and Strength 9 


800g thou look to the Heavens ? hin, 1 hay. 
my Saviour and my Ali there; theres is the Place 
of my cverlaſting Abode: ” Senſe tells me what the 
Out-fide of it is; yet that ſpangled R oof over My 
Bead, is but the Pavement of — glorious Palace 
where I ſhall enjoy my eternal Sabbath, and my 
everlaiting Rett in Chriſt's Boſom. O my Soul. 
grown is Goſver, the Region of Light; von twin. 

ling Stars, ſhining Moon and flaming Sun, are x: 
bat Lanterns hanging out at thy Father's Houſe, t9 
ligkt thee, while thou walkeſt in the dark Street 
of the Earth. Little doſt thou know the Clory, 


Mirth and Joy that are within: Ol what are Hort 


ung Joys to them! O! fet my AﬀcGions and 
efres this day mount tiuther, that this may be 
one of the Days of Heaven to my Soul. 
Again, think, The Lord hath {pread out the 


HeaTren as a Curtain, Pſal. civ. 2. and, nowith- 


landing of its rapid Motion, this Curtain hath con- 


tinued ſpread near theſe fix thouſand Year:, and not 
one Hole is to be ſeen in it to this day. not Hz 


ven chen a ſafe Place for me to lay upmy Trcaſure 


where none can break through and ſteal it om me? 
O! that my Portion and Treaſure may e there: 
that, where my Treaſure is, there mv Heart may 
Ze alſb. : | 

Doſt thou ſee the Clouds? Thank on de day 


when Chriſt will rend and break through em; a3 


he went up trivmphing in a Cloud to Heaven, un 
like manner he ſhall come again. Are the Heavens 
of ſuch bright and pure Matter? Thin ou the Pu- 
rity of the Inhabitants chereof. There is 14 Room, 
no, not 2 Foot-breadth for impure Pertons in the 
Heavenly Jeriſalem, where the Gates ite ® 
Pearl; no profane Sinner, 4 unctean 75195 ſoal 
enter here. / | 


Whes 


When thou walkeſt on the Ground, ehink, This 


hath given me to tread on: O how glorious then 
muſt tis Palace be! Yet 1t is mine in christ. 
Again, This Earth Hang ion nothing, Job XXvi. 


on that which hangs on nothing? —.— Again, 
wonder at God's Power and Faithfulneſs, that, not- 


hath had many dreadful Tempeſts upon it, and ter- 
ble Earthquakes within it, yet God hath kept it 
from moving out of its Place near theſe fix thoufand 
Years pat. 2 | FF 

Dolt thou tread upon the Graſs ? Think, how Got? 
calls thee thereby to remember thy fading Life and 
withering Condition, every Step thou makeſt, /faz; 
xL 6. Al Heß ts Grajr, and Death is coming 
with his Scythe to mow down this Graſs : And cho 
ſome Grais cſcape rhe Scythe in Summer, when it 
is freſh and green, yet the Wer froſt will wither 
it away; fo, tho thou eſcape the Scytbe of Dearh, 
n the Summer of your. Youth, yet the Miuter of 
old Age wilt come and wither ou. 

Doki chon paſs over à little Brook or Rivuliet in 
tne Wav? Think; O! if I could ſay, this day with 
the Plaimilt, PL x11. r, 2. As the Hart pants af- 
er the ter- robe, ſopanteth my S217. after thee, 
Cod; my Soul thirſteth for God, or the Living 
Cd; 2/17 Hall I come and appear before Goa? 


Heaven is all up the Hill, P/; xxiv. Lord, ſtrengthen 
we to £11175 it, without fainting or fliding back. 
U! that my Soul this d2y may be 
God, and God may be deſcending 79 me. 

Doſt thou behold, the Sca? Wonder at the ch. 
5 ui Bowing of it, and at God's Power and (ood- 
deln that ſets reſtraining Bounds to it. How. ga iI 


uit fw 200 Foot > And io it would averfiow 


- 


hole Earth is but my Fathef's Foot-ſtool, that he 


% O1{ha!l I be fo fooliſh as ro hang my Hopes up- 


wwvithitanding it hangs as a Ball in the Air, and 


Doſt coou go up an Aſcent ? Think, the May to 


aſcending 10 


niht that Power that makes it to flow 20 Foot, 


„ 
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Our Jen Towns and adDHacent Coats 5 but the tf 2 
Goodnefs, commands it back again by its F.b, to 
Doſt thou fee a Ship in the Sea ? 7 %%, Chrifi's 2 
Church is compared to Ship ; this 7 ö the br 
Sea, through which fhe ſails 5 Believers ate the Re 
Paſſengers ; God is her Pilot ; the Auge] are hey 
Rowers; Faith is the Helm; Hope is the A cher: 
For a Maſt, ſhe hath, in midſt of ber, eretted the 
ſaving Tree of the Croft ; the Graces ur» (ho Sails 
hanging thereon ; the Spit is the W772 at lh 
them; but Chrift alone is the Bottom that carrice 
all ſafe and fure to rhe Haven of cen! Raft al 
Felicity. O0 f let my Soul lean po; no other Bot- 
tom. Again, it how mereifully Chriſt delive. 
red his Diſoiples. when toſſed in a Ship on the Sea, 
in à dark Night My Soul is 4 little Ship, often 
ready tobe overwhehned with the ans of unt 
tance O chew! when it is in this Danory, let me 
awake Chriſt by my Prayers-—-- Again, as it is 
{zid of the Märiner, with reſpect to his Ship, the. 
he fails always within four Inches of D. ſo it 
may be faid of the Soul, in relation to the Body, 
thor it lives ſtill within four Inches of Eternity lt 
theſe earthen Veſſels break, then our Souls are 
immediately ſet a-drift into the bankleſs and bot. 
romleis Ocean of Eternity. Lord | let got my Soil 
launch out into that Dey, while I un uvacerts:n 
whether it ſink or ſwim, 
Doth it rain upon thee white the Sun is ſhining! 
» Think, if the Sun of God's Coumtenance ſh in- 01 
me, I may be well content to be wee with forne NA 
of Affliction: This eefily doth counterailaace 1 
other Trouble. — / 
Art thou drawing near to the Church Thea 0! 
up ſome fervent Ejaculations and Prayers for God" 
Bleffing and Preſence. Say as Abrahar''s Servant 
did, when he came to the Well of Water near ths 
City, Gen. xxiv. 12. O Lord God, I ru ble ſend 
mg good ſperd this day. Let me nit m. YT 
ö 


. 1 
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reitd ; tit be the day eulen Saluation ſhall com- 
» mo Heart and Howie : let it be the nay of „n 

naw Birth, the day when my hard Heat will be 
broken let it be à day 70 be had  evetlaſteng 
Remembrance. As am drawing uigh to thy 
Houſe, Lord, draw nigh ro my Soul, and let me 
kane a Meeting with thee thus day. As thou art 
6% och at tbe Doors of my Soul, by the Hammer of 
h Hord this day, Lord, cure and make Patent 
Dos for thy ſelf, and commend thy loving Kind- 
nest to break iu. Z,ord! open my Fiyer, that J may 
ſee the Wonders of thy Law; open my Ear, that 7 
may hear the charming bi of the Son of God; 
en my Heart, that the King of Glory may enter 


in; aud, apen my Lips, that my Mouth may ſhew 


forth chy Praje. 

Io thou come within Sight of the Church? Let 
thy Hcert rejoice to ſee Feryſalem a quiet Habita- 
tion, and pray that God may ſtill create & Cloud 
Defence hon every dwelling Place in Mount Zion, 
and nf on all ber Agemblies ; and that the Moun- 
is:n of Lord Houſe may be exalted above all 
Meratains, We ought to be much concerned for 
the Church, and prefer Fernuſalem above our chief 
Por, Let us do, in a ſperetual way, what S:9207% 
Macoaleus did iti a n4atura!, who, with three Years 
Labour, took down the Top of Mount Acra in Je- 
realem, that no Hill there might com pete in Height 
with the Tempi of God So let us cauſe the great- 
elt Mountain of fecular Intereſt, vail to the Meun- 
tun of rhe Houſe of che Lord. | 
Do ye ice a poor Man begging by the way? Let 
it awaken your Gratitude and Thaak fülneſs, that 
ye are ot in bis Cafe, wad he in yours ; and that 
ye arc "vt begging from him, inſtead of his beg 
ping trom you. Hearken, how importunate ſome 

Wars are, with what warm and feeling Expreſſt- 
u do they plegd ? They uncover their Sores, and 
oy their Maladies, and uſe all Methods to move 

Q 3 dur 
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cur Com paſſions ; when we think to put dem off 
with Excuſes nr Refufals, yet they follow by us, and 
by their N draw ee Alms from us ther 
think with your ſe!f, O why do not I bus with 
God: Why am I fo Bll i in ſeeking n Al; 
of Mercy from him? Is not my Need greater thay 
any Beggars? Is not the Alms I im feebir 7 


far better? Is no: the Fulneſs and PI of the 


Giver infinitely more? And ſhall I be % formgt 
and Liteleſs in Prayer ? Tt was @ go" A Counlet 
of one, that bade People learn to fray of Beg 
gars. 
As it is one of the Duties of this dy male 

Collections, and beſtow Alms for the Rel H of the 
Poor, fo ye would take heed that ye perts m th 4 
Duty in the right Manner, that ye do t not fo 
the Praiſe of Men, but for the Glory ot God. tht 
that your Alms may be perfumed by th. Hicenſ 
of Chriſt's Merits, that they may be a 155 et ſmet- 
ling -:rifice unto God. Wwuld you bag boun- 
tiful Alms trom God this dar, then givc - liberal 
Iy to his Poor, Remember Chriſts Fve is upon 
you, and noticeth from Heaven what ev-ry one 
cails in to bis Poor this day, as well as he noticed 
the fo Widows caſting iu her to Attes tits the 
Treaſury, when he was here upon £ art Tho 
You have no! winch to your felf, yet you art bound 
to give ſomevmat; and if it be given in Ziacerits, 
God will pro ciodlly accept of it, tho" it be bur to 


Mites. Be ſurc this will never break you, nor 


waitc your Subſtance, bur rather increaſe uit. "and 
obtain a Bleſſing thereon. I pity thoſe miferable 
Per 710118 who TEX not Money rG Tippl- and 107 m. 


with, but yet fave none to beſtow upon Gods 


Poor. 


Dia 
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procetd to the ſecond Thing propoſed, Vat 13 

net ars to be done in Tine of Publick Nor- 
ip, ane hen aue enter into the Church. 

L Koch thy Foot «when thou goaſt into the Hanse 
of God, Ecclef. v. i. e. look to thy Thoughts and 
Adeclions, which are the Feet of the Soul, by 
which Men go to God, and walk or converſe with 
eim. Firmly believe, and conſtantly remember 
that God's Fye is very much on thy Behaviour 
while thou art in his Houſe, Therefore in the Ta- 
bernacle, which was the Place of publics Worſhip, 
was commanded, Exod. xxv. 3). Thou ſhalt 2 
den Lamp, and they ſhail light the Lamps that 
they may gee Light. To teach us, that nothin 
there could eſcape God's Sight 5 for in his Houſe 
there was. always Light. Thou canit not fin in Se- 
cret there, for there are ſeven Lamps to diſcover 
thy Miſcarriages in the Lord's Houle, And when 
the Temple Ant the: Tabernacle, God ſays 
of it, + King ix. 3. Mine Eye all be there per 
petually, God hath an Eye, 1/t, Of Obſervazze:: 
Jer. xvi. x7. to notice, with what Sincerity and 
Liveline{s thou offereſt thy Services and Performan- 
ces. 2%, An Eye of Goodwill, Amos ix, 4. to 
approve and bleſs you, if you worſhip him fincere- 
ly and faithfully, 2dly, An Eye of Indiguatiom, 
Jer. xxi, 16. to bring Wrath on you, if you ap- 
progc., God irreyerent ly, worſhip bim carelefly, 
nd profane his Day. Now, you may be aſſured 
o it, that God is as jealous of his Courts under 
the Goſpct, as he was under the Law, and doth 
take ſpecial Notice of his Peoples Behavidur there; 
tur le tells us, eber Two or T broe are gathered 
in 915 Name, be 35 in the AMidſt of them; Matth. 


FUL 30, 
on As 
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As you ought to have a lively Senſe of Cock. 
Omniſcience, „hen you enter God's Houſe, 0 you 
ovght to have awful Impreſſions of God's Orestneſz 
imo whoſe Preſence ye come, and a deep Senſe & 

er V;leneiſs aud Unvorthineh to apprat before 
Fim : And therefore, he putting up Ejac ulotions th 
God for Acceptance in Chrift Jefns. I do nn meg 
that ye ſhould fand ap (as ſome do) to private Pia 
et in a publick Way, as the harten did of ofd 
in the Synagogues, to be ſeen of Men, for hich 
our S. viour reproves them, Matth. vi. 5, 6 tclling 
«as, that fecret Prayer ſhould be performed in a ſe. 
cret Manrer. And far 1e's ſhould this be practiſed 
(as fome dn) when the Congregation is emnloy'd [p 
other Worſhip; for this were a confounding of Wer. 
ſhip, and unaccepta ble to him who is the God 0 
Order, and is plainly reproved by the 4 poſlle, 
1 Cor. xiv. Alas it is to be ſuſpected of many that 
do ſo, that theſe are all the $4708 they uſe on 
Sabbath Morning for preparing themſelves vr thei 
Families for the publicł Worſkip. But i you come 
in before Worſhip be begun, it is very proper yau 
have your private Ejaculations, and be litting up 
your Thoughts to Heaven in a private Manner: and 
When ye are fer down in your Scats, ſc. :7 ye be 
able to give a ſatisfying Aniwer to hat Queſtion 
the Lord put to the Prophet, 1 Niue is. 15 
What deft thau here Elijah? Can you fay, Lord, 
ane come at thy Command, to the Place where 
thy Honour droellet h, ro the Place where th vb 
20 iryfie with ti People, that Fmight mec with 
ther, and get 4 Glimpſe of thy Couulen amc Ala 
it is much to be regreted, that many come to CH 
they cannot tell for what Find, 1ike theſe £/54/14% 


zpentioned, Ar xix. 32. The more Part, ie 8 
. eoherefore they were come togerber, They come 


for nothing, aud bey ordinarily go away with 0s 
ching. TC. Put 
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Bui es for you, whoſc Errand is ts meet wirk 
God, 2nd get Quickening ta your Souls, Iook to the 
Frame of your Hearts, fer yeur felves to hear (God's 
ford, and join in his War farp with great B.ove- 
rence nd Fear; confider, not only Miniſters God's 
Ambaffadors are preſent, but the grau Augcels 
ne preſent, nay, the God of Angel; himſeli is pro- 
ſent ; therefore ſay as {ous did of Det bei, Gen. 
xxviii. 24, 17. Curety the Lord 2s an this Placa. 
How dreadful! i this Place! This as none other 
but the Houſe of Goa, and the Gate of Heaven. In 
evecy Part of God's Worſhi? this day, whether Sing- 
ing, Praying, Hearing, Partaking, ſtudy to bo- 
have 45 one that believes he is fiſted in the Pre- 
{ence of the All ſecing God, as ono that is working 
for his 'mmortal Soul, as ond that within a few 
days Ile enter the Gates of Death, and render an 
Account at the Ear of the Great Judge of tho 
Wert. ' 

II. Study to he er the Beginning of H/Abrfb;p, that 
je may be able to fay with Corueli us, Aeg x. 33. 
wor dee are all hers Prxejent before God, to hear 
ing that are command thee of God; think 
not that ve are in Tims it ye win to the Lecture 
or Sermon, tho' ve mils the ragen that went be- 
fore ; tor if you finfully miſs theſe, you have ns 
Ground to expect Good by che whole Jay's e ach. 
ing, fince it is by the Means of the public Pray- 
ers that the Mord is fanQified to you, and you arg 
prepared for it; and what Good can the he de 
zou, od blos it not to you? And huw can you 
look for the Elleſling, if ye come nat te feek it? br 
1s not the way to profit by one Ordinance to nglest 
mother. To be lars of coming is offenfive-19 God, 
'umblinz to ferious Chriſtians, and injurious t 
Jour den Sauk. Alas! upon what mall and fri- 
Yolous Ev cules da many tay back from the Peublicꝶ 
end, or linger in coming to it; 4 ils Bus- 
ay, & little Rain, new en Cold, will detain 2 


218 Directions concerning 


from the Means of Salvation. Ye that cannot heat 
the Word, or come in Time to God"s Worſhip for 
little Cold now, confider what an Alteration there 
will be in Hell, there it will be hot enough, and you 
Mall not have Liberty of Bearing; Did the Cl 
binder you ? There the Heat ſhall puniſli you for n, 
Doth a little Rain or Snow keep you 2: Home, 
when Chriſt is calling go to receive him ? How 
then wil ye engure that horrible TemPbeſ!, which 
he will Rain on Goſpe!-ſlighters, even a loo! 0 
kindled Brimſtone that will never ccaſe no 
quench! 95 
III. When ye firſt ſee the Miniſter this 4% in 
the Pulpit, think, © ! how welcome jſhorid i nabe 
him that bringeth glad T idings, even the Now of 
Reconciliation to a periſhing Harl: Tord, hoy 
great ig thy Clemeney to 1's this day, in flint 
thy Amba//agors with an Olive Branch of Pearce, 
and not a Trun pet of War in their Mouths? Con 
fdering our reiterated Rebellions and Provocations, 
it might have been expected we ſhouid have had 
2 tcartul Meſſage ſent us, like that of the flying 
Angel, Rev. viii. wit. Wo, wo, wo, o the 7: abr 
zauts of ihe Earth, &c. But inſtead of this, we 
have that ſweer Meſſage in Ia. Iv I. rend, Ho, 
every one that thirſteil, come to the an 
be that hath no Money, come bim, &c. And that 
in Verſe 1. Let the Wicked forſake his way, Wa 
be Unreehteous Man his T houghtsi, ani him 


returm unto the Lord, and he will hac us: 


on bim, &c. That is a joyful Sound. % gen 
Hall wwe eſcape, if we neglect ſo great dalus 
van? | 
IV. Study to be Nevout and Reverent in tho 
Publick Worſhip, both as to the Frame & you 
Mind, and Geſture of your Body. It was good 
Advice of one, for this End, Fix your £ys 0% the 
Minijter, your Ear on the Word, and your H 
on God. Ay your Hearts into a holy R. % 
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by viewing the Holineſs and Power of that God 
whom ge worſhip; and revolving his Titles of Ma- 
iefty ; fo did the Pfſalmiſt, Pſal. bexxix. 6, 7, 8. 
Who in Heaven can be compared to the Lord, &c.— 
God is ereatly to be feured in the AJembly of hrs 
Srints, &c.--- O Lord God of Hoſts, who i a ſtrong 
Lord lle wnro thee ? &c. Make a Conenant wit 
your Eu, that they gaze not about in ſpying your 
Neigl.bours Cloaths and Geftures, a gadding Rye 
is the ready way to make a wandring Heart; the 
Devil hack many Objects to tempt and divert us, 
krt Men let looſe their Eyes, and then away goes 
the Heat: Make a Covenant with your Eycs this 
day, that they neither ſhut with Sleep, nor wander 
after Vaniicy,--- Tho? bodily Service without the 
Heart profiteth little, yer the Worſhip of our Bo, 
dies is nor to be wholly lighted 3 God hath a Right 
to the Adoration of our Bodies, as well as our Souls, 
for Chri't faff-ved for both, x Cor. vi. 20. And 
we ting (hriſt and the Saints in the Scripture, uſing 
tererent Geitures in Prayer; I dare nor preciſely 
reſtrict People to any one particular Geiture in pub. 
ich Praver, neither defire I to lay more Streſs up- 
on Ceitures than they will bear, fince 1 know Com- 
mum on with God may be obtained in any Geſture 
vet muß own, that it is the unhappy Effect of our 
Canter ion about Geſtures, that ſome ſerious Per- 
lens, ho have à devout Refpett to Cod and holy 
Things, do yet ſeem more irceverent in their out- 
ward Carriage, than ſome who are $7 angers to the 
Power of Godiineſs, and immoral in their Conver- 
trio: I know theſe place all their Religion in 
wart Geitures and Forms, and go no further, 
yer th is warrants none to run to the other Extieme, 
io deſpile a decent or devout Geſture. If weakneſs 
of Nature require a Perſon to Sr in Time of u. 
het Prayer, I do not quarrel it; but when no juſt 
Faule cn be pleaded for it, I cannot ſay that it 
ute be Vaying Poſture at publick Worbis 4 A 
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lazy ſluggiſu Poſture in Prayer tends ++ bring a 
Sleep and Drowſineſs, and make us forget what yo 
- gre about, Whereas, when we Rand up, aud wil 
verſally change cur Poſture when publick Projer 
begins, it helps to awaken People to think uo 
; ghafolema Addreſſes they are making 10 Grey 

Vd. Only let us take carc, that there be no s. 
nity, Seli-conceit, or Aflectation in the V aſtutes 0˙ 
eur Bodies at Worſhip. 

V. Come to hear the Word, with a fin-ere Pur 
poſe to obey it, and comply with the whei- Will if 
God without Reſerve, be it pleaſant or varſh y 
Nature; be ready to perform every krown Dur, 
and part with every known Sin, be it as dear @ 
gour right Hand, or right Eye. It is not enyugh 
10 ſay, we are all preſent to hear the Seriaon; but 
you muſt ſay with Cornelius and his Company, 4. 
x. We are preſent to hear all T hings cemman e 
&s Gon; and in a ſpecial Manner you rault be 
ready to hear and obey his great Comma if be 
hetiug on the Name of bis Son, which is the great 
End of Preaching and Hearing. Wheretore, whe 
Chriſt knocks by his Word at the Dooref your ear, 
be ready to open, and weicome him in with Joy; f 
to him, as Laban to HAHraban s Servant, Genu. xai, 
31. Come in thou bleed of the Lord, ue 
andoſt thou without ? Tho' alas 1 cannot fay what 
fallews, I have 1 the Hoſe, yer Lord, come 
in and prepare it for thy felf: And tho 7 % 4. 
worthy that thou ſbouldſt come ger y Ru: 
yet a Word from thee gan cleanſe and repair the 
Houſe, yea, and prepare an Upper Roc, tor d 
ſeif, Lord ſpeak the IVord and it ſhall be dere. 

VI. Give clols Attention to the Word ; Cod 
loakes you this day from the World, hat ye 4 
ationd en the Lord ui Diſtr ation, i 099% 
35. Haw awemively would à condoruncd bd 


hearken to his Prince, every Werd being either 


Late er Peath to lum; couſider it i Ma 
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Life zd Neath to you, your Life depends on right 
Hearing, Dent. xxxii. 47. And w:ll yo not take 
Heed You would have God attentive to your 
Words n the Time of your Diſtreſs, aud will ye 
mot be air nerve te his Words in he Ile of your 
Wealth Could a Miniſter tell you how ye might 
Kquire 4 good Eſtate, or where ye might find « 
ich Treaſure, ye would hearken to thar, but for 
an Inh ericance or Treaſure in Heaven, many think 
- not worth their while to notice ? Is not this an 
Argument of {xzong Carnality and Atheiſm? © 
fe cold imitatu Chriſt's Hearers, Lulr xix. 48. 
it is laid. They mere ail very atrenteve to ben? 
um; the word 4 rentine, according to the Origr- 
nl, may be rendred, hey Þanged on hem, or they 
banged tir Ears at ChyifÞs Lips! Let us, in 
lire Manner, ang non Chri(t in heareng of the 
norn, von as the Child doth upon the Breaft, or 
s the Pee upon a lower. here is nothing that 
Suan zims at more, than to divert your Atrextron 
in time of hearing the word. This Enemy of vour 
Souls is bufie every day laying Snares for you, ſcek- 
ing your Rum: But O how activ 18 be C very 


Lords aan? The Dev?! is til firſt at Church: 


The Ch.!dren of God never gather together, but 


Satan i among them. And his great Deſign is, 


” render this Engine of the word Frutleſs ; he- 
caule, by it the Hrong Holds of his Kingdom have 

deen att red and broken down, Now the I; 

befinds moſt Succeſs, is, by tempting our Eyes an 
Thoughts to wander, in Order to keep us from be- 
ny A237 in time of hearing, then, if we 
would 167e the Word th profit us, let us watch - 
gunit Satans 7emprations and Suggeſtions 3 let us 
guard againſt Wandering, Wearyintts, Orowfineſs, or 
wy thing that may hinder our HE i,,; And for 
of that can write quickly, to weite down the 
Heads of the Sertaon in time of hearing, is by ſome 
Ion d good Mean tv engage the Arent un. 
prevent 


— 


and moved to go home id woe bitter; 


' 
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prevent Drowſineſ;, and help the Merry hey. 
wards, and ſome hive found i: very refreſhing and 
edifying à long time after, to be looking over what 
they had ritten. But eſpecially it is proper for 
young People to learn and ufe this wav of wr 
ing 
II. In a ſpecial Manrier take heed to the word 
that ſuits your Cafe and moſt concerns yur Soul ; 
particularly, to that word that diſcovers the Yinty) 
nels and Vileneſs of a poor Soul by Nature And 
to that word that points out the A of the Un 
6elzever, and that ſhews the weight of thoſc Curſes, 
the Terror of that Wrath, and Severity of tins 
Jaſtice, to which he is hourly expoſed; dd to 
that <vord that ſets out Sin in ifs black and bluody 
Colours; to that word that ſhews vour nab ty to 
help your ſelf out of your miſerable Eftzte » -—- 
that 2r0rd that difcovers vour need of Chr and 
his Excellency; Fitnefs and Suitablenc's be you x 
and to that word that comes cloſs home o your 
Conſcience, and tells you as Nathan did Daw, 
Thou artthe Man Thou art the poor lot Sin 
ner that is condemned, and for ever undone, with 
out Cbriſt. Take heed to that word that points 
out your particular Sins, your predominant 1 ulls and 
Idols; take with the Charge, and cry out C7122, 
Uncle au. While hearing the Word you gut 10 
lace you Sins, and eſpecially your darling aſts 
in the front of the Battle (as Uriah) purpyis!” to 
be ſlain, and ſay, Lord, let theſe ſmooth S, Aten 
ont of the Brook of the Sanituary ve ihrow ©» 
fo" Skalful and powerful a Hand, that they way 
fink det #1119 the torchenas of . heie i 1% 
ciſed ones, to their utter Ruin aud Vaſtrucſion. 
And O it were happy, if while the «word eth 


touch our Sins, our Hearts were melied like you 85 
{3} what 
* Vi & 


Keafon have we to weep, When we hear of the 
boundleſs Mercy which we have deſpiic' 2 
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watchleſs Miſery which we have deſerved, the 
mfivite Love which we have abuſed, and the 
nehteou Law which we have tranſgreſſed. 1 

VIII. Mix your Hearing with Faith, 2. e. Be- 
pere, 1. That it is God Who ſpeaks 3 the 20014 
x his and not Mans. 2. That he ſpeaks to you in 
rarticu/a”, as if be mentioned you by Name and 
Smamc;: rut not Reproofi and Threatnines by 
tour res, and fay they belong to vour Neezehbour, 
au not 19 you 3 fr this is a dangerous Stratagem 
fthe Zee againſt your Souls. But let 2 
Man open his Ear and hear what the Spirit ſaith. 
n him, ind apply the Word particularly to him 
lg for the beſt Plaiſter thar ever was made up, 
can do no good unleſs it be applyed. 3. Believe 
tut whir the Lord ſpeaks to you by his word, is 
tus and certain; that his Doctrine is Holy, and: 
bis Cams Fauſt ; tat his Threatuings will be itrict- 
ly execute, and his Promzeſes faithfully accompliſhe. 
k is for want of Faith that the Vord doth not 
profit, if but as much Credit were giver ro the: 
iin Teſtimony and Word of God, vs we give to 
hama Teſtimony and the Nritingi of Men, the 
rd would have more Succeſs and Efficacy, than, 
Was! it hath on the moſt Parr. 

IX Tay up what you hear in your Hearts and 
Memories, and be at all Pains to veraln 7t 1, for the 
Devil, ix the Fos of rhe Air, is at Hand to 
batch 'awzy the Secd of the Word as ſoon as it 
lights, we bo not careful to hide it in our Hearts. 

Mereior? 77 8 A good help in time ol Hearing, 10 
be oſter tecalung and repeating the Head of wwhas 
tas ber. ge i onr Minds 3 for when we lea 
ag dat once, and thin“ no more upon it till che 
demon de done, we are fair to loſe it. 
A jon cortially with the Congregation ip frng- 
We Prater of God. This is a geauenly Ausg. 
Naht ts Cod, and profitable to your felves*- 


| Sin © 


Mergtore be conſcientious in the performing of it 
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fim with Underſtanding, and meditate gen whit 
7 ling 5 [img 1w2rh Gr ace 2 your Heart. Col. ii 
16. It is Grace that ſwectens the Voice in Got; 
Rers, an old Heart cannot ſing a new gong: ogy 
Grace wilt be in « lively Exercifſe d hen ve fing 
according to P21, Iii. 8. ye Huld cry 10 
your ZJearts and to your Ga,, and particularls 
ts Faith, Lopr, and Deligbr, as in Judit v, 1, 
Hong. E, 222 Deborah, atwaks, 2704 be, HITEF 4 
Song, &e: there ſhould be great Harms of Tore 
aud Aetction 10 Gor, when we ſing , a 
cording ro Ila. v. 1. look well then to your Hearty 
in ſinging, mind the Matter mote than the A 
the Clearreſs of hi Heart more than the Cay: 
neſs of the bier. 


Non Vor, fed Potrm $; mon Afn:ſca Chordito, /: Cr; 
Non Clamnus, led Aman: Hlailii in aum, Dai. 


{ cannot paſs ſome here without 2 o, ſuch 
as theſe, x. Who fit dumb in the Conmrroartcn, 
while their Nezghborrs art praiſug (od, as +: thi 
Dt? ii had tackt their Tongues to the Rog] of thei 
Morth : Think not this Work below the greateit 
of you, for it is your Honour; excule not Tout 
ſelves by ſaying, ve cannot ſing muſic cin or if ye 
bed any Delight in the Dory, ye weald ng ar 
can. 2. Theſe who, ir finging, notice the Tue 
more than the Matter, and mind the Vol 
more than the mal ing Melody in their 274775 # 
the Lerd. z. hoſe that Alert cheri{elves fon 
the ſinging of the Pſalms, who cither come dat in 
at the beginning of Worſhip till the P/aims be o 
ver, ot file and go out at the cloſe, bcfore the 
Fſaum be ſung. Would ye know wiois f3:ctpn 
they are who do fo, they are not Chris dit . 
dass; for when Chriſt ang the Hymm on the 8 
of the Communion, Aſarrh, wavi. 20. 2 the D 
ciples were preſent but Judas, ther li, at bes 


tor 
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cre the Pſalms; and fince he turned his Back up. 
in la ſweet a Duty, it could not be a good Errand 
de was going about z it was firſt to betray his Ma- 
a and then to Hang himſelf. O then, take war- 
wg and follow Fudas's Example no more. 

N. et none go forth before pronouncing of the 
aefine. God allows none, great or ſmell te go 
out before his Forſhi? be ended, both Prince, and 
people mutt meer and part at the fame time Heel. 
(ri. 10. Theſe that wilfully depart without hear- 
ing the Bleſſing pronounced, and make à Cuſtom 
of jt, i hey repent not, it is to be feared, they 
mutt one day ſtay to hear that Sentence, Deßart 
fror me ye vrfed 5 ve run away from the Bleſſing, 
but ve cannot run from this Curſe. Wherefore let 
u toy che Bleſſing; and revercntly ſtand up (as 
the Con:regation of Iſrael did, r Kings viii. 14.) 
to cective Hur ſhare in it, hoping and praying that 
it may come down upon us, _ 4s it ſurely will, if 
we bclic» agly look up to him, that commands t he 
Bleſteg tion mount Zion, even Life jor evermore. 
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Concorning our Behaviour betwixt Sermons. 


{JAvinz finiſhed the work of rhe Foren on, ye 
muſt take care how ye diſpoſe of your lelves 
detvixe Sermons, | 18 
iſt, it the Interraifion be ſomewhat long, and 
your Houſes near hand, then retire to them, medi- 
uting upon what ye have beard, and fixing the 
Umn:0n; and Direftions into your Minds ; be- 

vice © worldly Thoughts or Words by the Way. 
zaly, Alfoon as you come home, go to ferrer 
Prayer, and beg God's Help to improve what you 
bore beard, that it may kill An and quicken Gr ace 
%; and that may ſtrengthen your weak 
Memories ty retain it, aud pardon. your Failings 

MB Serge» | hy 
P | diy, 
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Jour Spirits, and indiſpoſe you for the Herne, Wh vin 


Think how paimully and- curtouftly the Spiders 


and their Webs may be ty ept down by the Beſom 


but a taking great Pains to catch a lie? And 
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341%, Pat ſparingly betwixt Sermons, leſt . ddl 


ork, and ice. that your Diſcoutſe in time thereef 


- be- ſuitable to the day. Thu 


athiy,It Time allow, negle& not te call your F Siri 


milies together tor the Worſhip of God & 


V, IF you have any Time to be 2lone, ſperd Wi You 
it frugally in reading, praying, or wedie ung; none 
not a Moment of it be loſt, either think on wha: the 
ye have been hearing, or draw ſpiritual I ſtructias ned 
from what ye ſee. Do ye fit by the Fug and e brer 


the Sparks fly up, Hint fan zs born to Trobe of WM Chu 
the Sparks fiy upward, Job v. 9. Sn Ha et or: 
ay ſhort Life with Troubles; but He bs Ged, wes 
that I am thes day invited to come to Je Chrill, lee 
ho Remedy both for Sin and Sorrow deed 

Doſt thou ſce a Spider in the Window, Wenig thin 
cunning Webs to catch the filly Flie, 77 et 


that cunning {ivemy it doing the like for my fh 
Foul? Seeſt tbou how the Spider hides 1: ine 


Hole till once the Flie be mangled, anc. then tus been 
to ſeize it, and drag it into its Hole. $ derb 11M is t} 
Dem! ly in wait tili once Sinners te carglit in (nil 
his Suares, and then he lays hold on th:m, ant 
bales them away to Hell wath him. Again, 


weave. their Cubwebs ro catch Flies, never con 
ſidering that before their Prey be caught, orhtbey 


and trod in he Duſt? What is this, but @ liveh 
Emblem of the curious Proiects uhieh ſome 
fran! for gaining the World? Wh arc they ele 


oft before it be caught, Dear comes with s Ee. 
ſom and ſweeps them and their fas Prozes down 
into the Grave , altogether, J an ti Day a 
heir 7 houghts Pers 5, Pſal. cxlvi 3. Eut 0 
how wile arc theſe Souls, wha are lay ing aut Al 
tbeir Thoughts, aud uſing all Means 1 £3 Þ 


1 Vs 
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vn Chirift! This isa Project that will ſurvive Death; 
dere 1s Goin that Death carnot Rob them of 


Thus we fee how every Thing might lea us a 
picicna) Leon, if we were ſpiritually minded. 


; gehn, If you be far from Home, and have not a 
1 WW Yor to which you canconveniently go betwixt Sor- 
+ Wh fnons, tien improve ur Lime as well as you can, 
neither in the Church or Church-Y ard, by reading, 
s WI nedtatirs, private Ejaculations or ſpiritual Con- 


ferences. It is very ſad to hear People in the 


1 WM Church 1 ard this day, talking about their Markets, 
e Coms, Cartle, and other worldly Subjects; Alas! 
od, WM th: Den! is as buſie ſowing his Tares in the, hurch- 
it, WW Yard, 5 Chiit's Minifters are in ſowing the good 


Seed in the Church, and hath far more increaſe 
no WM thin they. Is it not ſtrange that People ſhould ga 
ent rom hearing a warm Sermon, yeaa Sermon ex- 
rh ada ted to theit Souls Caſe, and yer have 
its WY never a werd of it among them more than they nad 
urs WY been Deaf or Sleeping all the Time; but no ſoonct 
s the word out of che Miniſters Mouth, but pre- 
into frothy the Veld is in theirs. 


a Qucit. y no: ace ask or bear News this Day 
ain, 4 Kebing, hearing, or telling News this day 


des nn, it be done to ſatisfy Curiofity, to di- 
con: dert or put off the Time, this would be a finding 
oy r Penfirre, which is forbidden on the Lord v 
m day. ur fit be done, that we may know how it 
rey fares witli the Church at home or abroad, and that 
one i ve may get our Hearts ſuitably affected with the 
ele Cale of Zion, as it was with Nehemiah, Neb i. :, 
And 1 aiked them concerning the Jerut, and concer- 
e- ng Jer ſalem, I fay, in thar Cafe it is lawful; fa; 
10608 us we 'hew our . Concern for e Kingdom of 
y 4 Crit i: rhe Vor, and hereby we may be furniſh- 
0 "ol © with Matter, both of, Prayer and Praiſe. 
Unyicd Events: and Occurrences, if rightly Im- 


#. * wil be Jo tar from. unframing the Spirit fbr 
Wy - . 


e Ou) of rhe Sabbath, that we may es 
P 2 muc 
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much  ſpiritua! Advantage from them Loo 
therefore take care to make a ſpirits! [nocd 
ment of the News we hear this day; for 0 
Power, Mercy and Fuſiice may be {cn and 30 
mired in the Occurrences of Providencs, «: well a 
in the works of Creation. Doſt thou hes any * 
that makes thee glad? Let it excite h to block 
God for the ſw et Gospel. News of C coming 
to ſave loft Sinners, which thou heft been hearts 
this day. Let it put thee in mind what lad Tic 
ings it will be to a Believer to bear theSound d 
the laſt Trumpet, and the abſolving Scrrence of 
Chriſt his Tudge. ---- Doſt thou hear © the r2vin 
Contentzous, D:24/ions and Confuſions that are f 
the H/o7ld ? Let it mind thee of the b1-4 Apree 
ment and Harmony that is among the Saints ard 
Angels above. ---- Doſt thou hear Of biondy Wars 
and Rumours of Wars 7 Remember the day 8 | 
hand, O Believer, when thou ſhalt be houfed with 
Chriſt the Pronce gf Peace, where there |: nothing 
but perfect Peace, Uninu and Trang:;!is 
But in _— fit or walk alone beiwixt Ser 
ons, in the Church or Church- Yard. you may ei 
ther think upon what you have been bearins, 0 
meditate upon your latter End, which the Graves 
ou fee and tread on, loudly call you to, Think 
ow one Generation comer and ant be got, out 
Fathers had their day upon the Stage, and they 2e 
gone off ro make Room for us; now we hai 
our day upon the Stage, but in 2 little us 
muſt go off alſo, and give place to the ſucceed 
ing Generation. As we draw on me cn the 
Stage, theſe do thruſt us off it again, and we mui 
ſhortly be laid with our Fathers. Aga/o, think 
what a mortifying Sight is before your Eyes, thei 
lies the Rabhiſh of a thouſand (Generations What 
is the whole World almoſt, but a hcep of Cases 
and dead Mens Bones Much (F che Ground we 


nom tread en, 4 well as theſis Grures, * 
1 
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bring s fo that we plow up and di thro'our Fore- 
fichers, and mull ſhortly turn Earth ou! ſelves to 
bury our Yoſteriry, What Cauſe have we then to be 
vemblc? We are made of the fame Mertal with 
de Ground we walk ons God's Hands have knead- 
ed our Fodies Hut of the lame Clav with othe ts, 
and his Fingers will crumble us gain into the lame 
Naſt. -- Let us abhore Pride, for this piece of 
Ground will lay us all low enough in a ſhort ume, 
ix Font of Air doth contain us while we live, 
& 5x Four of Earth here will ſuſtice us when we 
ue Dead, nd why ſhould we boaſt of any earth» 
ly Enjoyments ? What is ir we value our {elves 
ven ? Is t our high Extrack? Ah the Worms 
ke ns noble an Extract as we, nay, they are of an 
older Family and Riſe, for every creepiug Thing 
was made before Man, Gen. 1. — Do you vaiue 
your ſelves for your Riches? Remember both the 
Poct, and ye ſhall iy down in the Dult together, 
wi he Worms ſhall cover you alike, Fob xxi. 26. 
Kay, the Body of 4 Beggar makes 45 good Duſt as 
me Body of a King; the Grave Dalit of the one 
ſweet as the other; there it makes ns 
dcifance to it, nor kceps any diſtance from tt. 


of 
'x 
imells 2 
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C9 ce: 3 F Ng 7 Þ 9 Alternoon's Morſbup 2 


W TEN the Time for the Afrernoon's Worſbip is 

don ee that ye return again to it in due time; 
think ne he half of the day encugh for the Service 
Hdd; remember the whole day is his; your Souls 
Neceſſities alſo require your attending on all Drers 
if Wor/biÞ Therefore miſs no Opportunity, for ye 
Know 100 When YE may meet with Chriſt. 7 homas, 
dy being abſent from one Meeting of the Diſciples, 
boſt « joyta! Sight of Chriſt, which the ref} got, and 
fir ome time afterwards laboured under fad Doubt- 
mf tna nbchief; So ye that wichdraw * 

2 


* 


228 Concerning our Be ham jou- 


much ſpiritual Advantage from them Is. 
therefore take care to make a ſpirit! [prove 
ment of the News we hear this day; for G9 
Power, Mercy and Juſtice may be ſcen and ad 
mired in the Occurrences of Providence 4: well + 
in the works of Creation. Doſt thou hos; any Nome 
that makes thee glad? Let it excite che bleſ 
God for the ſweet Goſpel News of C eſt's coming 
to fave loft Sinners, which thou haſt been hearing 
this day. Let it put thee in mind what plad Tic 
ings it will be to a Believer to bear theSound a0 
the laſt Trumpet, and the abſolving Scrtence of 
Chriſt his Judge. Doſt thou hear of the raving 
Contentzons, Dizt/ions and Confiſons thai are it 
the World ? Let it mind thee of the bleſt Aopree 
ment and Harmony that is among the Saints and 
Angels above. . Doſt thou hear of bloody War 
and Rumours of Wears? Remember the di; is x 
hand, O Believer, when thou ſhalt be houſed with 
Chriſt the Prence gf Peace, where there | nothing 
but perfect Peace, Uninn and Trang:i!!i;y. 

But in caſe 2 fir or walk alond beiwixt Ser 
mons, in the Church or Church- Yard, you may ei 
ther think upon what you have been þearins, c 
meditate upon your latter End, which the Graves 

ou fee and tread on, loudly call you . Think 
How one Generation comer and another goes, out 
Fathers had their day upon the Stage, and they re 
gone off to make | Fram for us; now We have 
our day upon the Stage, but in « little us 
muſt go off alſo, and give place to the ſucceed: 

eneration. As we draw on ſome don the 
Stage, theſe do thruſt us aff it again, and we mui 
ſhortly be laid with our Fathers. — Again, think 
what a mortifying Sight is before your Eyes, thets 
lies the Rubbiſh of « thouſand Generations Wh 
is the whole World almoſt, but a heap of Cases 
and dead Mens Bones? Much cf che Ground we 
nom tread en, as well as theſs Graves, wes 99 


living 


kiow not when YE may meet with 
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rings ſo that we plow up and dig thro'our Fore- 
ſuhers, and muſt ſhortly turn Earth our ſelves to 
bury our Voſteriry, What Cauſe have we then to be 
bamble? We are made of the fame Mettal with 
he Ground we walk on; God's Hands have knead- 
ad our Podies out of the fame Clay with others, 
and his Fingers will crumble us again into the lame 
Duſt Let us abhore Pride, for this piece of 
Ground will lay us all low enough in a ſhort time, 
« fix Font of Kin doth contain us while we live, 
ſo ix Four of Earth here will ſuſtice us when we 
we Dead, and why ſhould we boaſt of any carth- 
ly Enjoyments ? What is it we value our ſelves 
ven? Is it our high Extract? Ah the Worms 
have as noble an Extract as we, nay, they are of an 
oder Family and Riſe, for every creeping Thing 
was made before Man, Gem. 1. -» - Do you value 
your ſelves for your Riches? Remember both the 
Pocr, and ye ſhall ly down in the Duſt together, 
ud the Worms ſhall cover you alike, Job xxi. 26, 
Nay, the Body of 4 Beggar makes as good Duſt as 
the Body of a King; the Grave Duſt of the one 
ſmells 2; ſweet as the other; there it makes ns 
obeiſance to it, nor keeps any diſtance from tt. 
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Concerning the Afternoon's Worſtup. 
W EN che Time for the Afternoon Worſbip is 


con ſee that ye return again to it in due time; 
think not the half of the day enough for the Service 
of Gi; remember the whole day is his; your Souls 
Neceffities alſo require your attending on all Drers 
if Wor/bip : Therefore miſs no Opportunity, for ye 
Buri, Thomas, 

dy deing abſent From one Meeting of rhe Diſci ples, 
loſt a joyfal Sight of Chriſt, which the reſt got, and 
ir ſome time afterwards laboured under {ad Doubt- 
ay wa Cabelief: 80 = that withdraw 3 
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have Rcaſon to fear Plagues upon vour Souls, f 
that go away unneceflarily from rhe Herne 
Morſbip, (as many in the Country do) conader why 
a ſhrewd Sign it is, that ye have got 4e God 
the Forenoon, and that ye ere very indifferent why 
become of your precious Souls. Know v, no thy 
the Loſs of one Opportunity may be the To gt 
your Souls? It may be, in your Abſence, the Spirit 
who blows when he liſteth, did vouch(a's + Gaz, 
which might have melted your frozen Heart, 1 
may be, then the Mrd was fpoke, that, through 
God's Bleffing, might have begun à ges Hork v 
yon So And when ye provoke him, by neg(ch 
ing fuch an Opportunity, what do ye know. ever ix 
vouchſafe ſuch another Gale to you all your Life gin! 
As for your Carriage during the Afrerno's 
Worſhip, J refer you to the foregoing Zerection; 
or they ſuit the Afternoon, af well a; the Forexom. 
Oply there are ſome few Things more 1 would 
mind you of, I. If there be fick Periuns who def 
me Aid of your Prayers: As ye ought © tymyathure 
with them, ſo ye ought alſo 7 remeber Gad. 
Goodneſs toi yau, that preſerves you in Health, when 
others are toſſed on 8 
fing his Praiſes, while others are grozning with 
Fains ; that gives you Liberty to attend his Urc' 
nances, when others, better than you, arc detained 
therefrom. - fed $42 
II. If Baptiſm be adminiſtred after Sermon, ren 
take theſe Directions concerning thy Carriage on 
that Occaſion. Beware of removing, bete 16 
over, as many do; for this argues both a Conte 
H Chrilt's. Ordinance, which he bath ſol can) in. 
ſtitute fur his Church's Good, and want vf Charity 
to the Perſons tp be baptized, in that ye will 9 
tay to pray for them, ar receive them into the Cm 
munion of the vifible Church : As alto, i: \heweth 


that ye have lictle Regard te your o- vogly 


5 


ick- beds; that allows vou t 
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dat ve turn your Back upon fuch an excellent Mean 
of Edification, as this is. Ye that «re guilty this 
ray, beware of it for the future. Conſider, what 
an irreverent and unhecoming T hing it would be, 
i all world 10, as ye do And, do you not 
tempt Others, dy your Example, to go off with 


* 
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the Grace ot Bapafm, and walking centrary to your 
ſblemn Vows. Examine what Fruits ye reap from 
jour Baptiſm, and if you have got your Intereſt in 
Pardon of 5:1, ſanctifying Grace, and other Bleifings 
ſealed to you in that Sacrament, cleared up and ſe- 
cured: And try if ye tee! the Efficacy of Chriſt's 
Blood reprcicented and applied in that Ordinance, 
melting our Hearts, cleanting you trom Sin, and 
quickning you to Holineſs. L{hall ſay no more in 
this Flac a, concerning aur improving of our Baptiſm, 
or of the Duties of Parents who preſent their Chi 
en to t, nor of theſe who are Witneſſes ; ſeeing 
have handled theſe Points pretty fully in my Sas 
ramental Carechiſm, to which the Reader -16 re- 

ferred. l 
il, If you be called after the diſmilfing of the 
Congregation, and before ye return Home, to attend 
ue Funeruis of any ef your deceaſed Neighbours;let 
your Words and Carriage be grave; and ſuitable to 
the Occaſon; abhor that Leviry and Frothineſt 
Taich many ſhew at ſuch Occafions. When ye 
dau nigh, aud ſee the open Grave, rink, God is 
P 4 caulking 
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ceaufirig the Grave to open its Mouth, to warn me x 
my latter End, and te tell me, rhar 7 muſt lis 
in it ere long —— When ye ſee the Hopes ſcatge 
red about the Grave's Mouch, in fearfn! Confufics 
rin, My Skull and Bones will be thus Ling act 
trampled on in a ſhort Time, and will not be ditto 
guiſhed from the Bones of others: And what Fol 
dy is. it for Men to be lifting upthemſ(-iv.s, and de. 
iet others no-? When you beat the 
dole ful Murmut that is made, by the Skulls and 
Clods of Earth ſtrik inę upon the Coffin, hint with 
thy ſelf, that it ſounds forth theſe Wo; CAN NR emon. 
ber thou mult die, confider thy Inter (Und... 
When thod ſeeſt the Grave filled up, and covered 
with Earth, and People departing frorn - in- 
Thus will J be carried out, and left alu = all my 
Friend; and there will be none to bear tac Com. 
pany in this dark Cell, but the Horn, who wii 
eaſt themſelves on me, without any to hindur them 
O to be lways humble, and mindful of Death. 
' *- Laſtly, Let not the Impreffionis of your News 
bour's Funerals wear ſoon off: Some s under 4 
little Concern ' at the Time; but no Honor is the 
Dead interred, and the Grave filled upagait but al 
their ſerious Thoughts evaniſh, andthey recur 2 to rhe 
Sins and Plcaſurts, as before. But {ce that your 
Concerm be laſting; go away flhinliung, i may be 
the next for u hom the Grave may be opencd: 7 ber? 
Jore I well wait all the days of mν¶̈²aZp ois d tui, 
tall my Change come. e 8 
IV. If there be any pnblick Hoarſpir, 7 efture, 
Catec l iſing, or Repetition of tbe Sermons ] t 
geving,” let all, who can, attend the far + ; For # 
much of the Lord day, as can be; ſhould be 
ſpent in the publick Exerciſes and Mectings d 
God's Peuple. I acknowledge Family Dies and 
fecrat Duties are likewiſe to be performed, wi 
Time muſt be allowed for them ; and it is well 
when Mattcrs are is ordered, that publics and p- 
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Du iet do not interfere 6n the Lord ud 
<a iy ever they ſeem to do it, let it be obſer- 
ved a5 Rule in this Caſe, The private ought to 
wah Place to the Publick': For it is one chief End 
of letting apart this day, ſolemuly to acknowletlge 
Col and celebrate his Worſrip in ile Afemblies 
tnd Acetings of Chriſtiaus. 


E N rm end. eerie 


— * * 
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ſoncerning our Behavior after pulick Worſhip. 


Come tothe Third Thing, 1» ſhew what is necef- 

ſary tc be done after the prblick Worſhip is over. 

I. I you be going Home in Company with ©0- 
chers, then confer together upon the Sermons you 
have heard by the way: For, Dent xi. 18, 19. ye 
ue commanded not only 70 lay i God's words zn 
jour Heart, but to (Peat of chum, ben ye walk 
by the way. We ſce Chriſt's Hearers taik'd of the 
word by the war, Euke xxiv. 32. Did not sur 
Hearts hurn within ut, whale ht oftned to ns the 
Scriptures? I know this is the Practice of the 
Critics in fems Places; tho' I fear, there is lirtie 
of this Sort of Conference among us: Inftead of 
it, I fear it is the Talk of many when going Home, 
bf this atid the other Perſon they ſaw in the 
Church, or ſpesk with about worldly Affairs. 
II. If you have net Occaſion for Converſe, then 
"meditate upon What yon have heard through the 
day, Pal: Ixii. 10. God hath ſpoken once, yen 
mice Have T beard it, faith the Pfalmift. That 
which God fpeaks, you ſhould go over it again in 
jour l houghes, and chew the Cud upon it. Let it 
continue uke the ringing of Bells, ſounding in your 
Bare, after the Bells are ceaſed. It was 2 pod 
Aniwer that one cbting from the Church, gave to 


wworder that asted Rim, F rhe Sermwns Was 0 ne: 
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Nay (ſays he} che, Congregation it Biſmie? 3 f 
hope the Sermon is not done. | 

III. You may be allo furniſhed with other we. 
caſional Aſeditatious very ſuitable tothe Ban, from 
the Things vou may fee by the way. ----- Dog 
thou fee the Clouds turning Black, and che Ning 
Rain, which cauſe thee to mend thy Pace and haſſe 
Home; T hink fnrrely Amricliont are Mercier to Go 
People, they, like a black Cloud, caufins them te 
mend heir Pace, and long to be Home a: their F. 
ther's Houle, Tf our Sun ſhould always ſhine with 
unclouded Beams, we would not make ſuch Haſte 
Should we. find too much Friendſhip in gur ha, 
and Kindneis in our Pilgrimage, we wou! be fig 
to forget our Father's Houſe, and vur +ceritoge 
abuve, | 

Not thou fee the Sun declining, and haſtiag 
down to Night? Think, ihe Sung Motion 11 
very i tko“ inſenſible iu the riean time? He 
runs many thouſand Miles in an Hour, aud files 
with incredible Swiftneſs about the Earth, carrying 
pur Time about with him; fo we (tho' the mott 
Part be inſenſible of it] arc flying as faſt % the 
Grave : O then! ſhould not our Souls be pulting 
as hard from Sin and Wrath, to Chriſ our Cry 
of. Refuge? Doft thou ſee the Sun ſerting, and 
tne Darkneſs coming on? It hath à Voice to 
thee, the day of thy Life poſteth to an End, the 
dar Night of Death comes, when thou mult fit in 
the Grave: O! ſee thou have not thy work to 
begin, when thy Sun is ſetting, and thy day end- 
ed; For, when he Night comes, 4:0 Han an 
ork, there is u Repentaige. in the Gr 145. 
ls the Sky clear at the Su-ſeriang, fo that it prog 
nuſticates | a fair Morping next day? T' fon 
the Death of an upright Man, %% latte £29 of 
bat Man is Peace: O Believer, the Evening a 
thy Day ſhall be ſerene, and thy Sun ſhall ior with 


£ 
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out Clouds. The Morning of thy Rcſurtect. * 
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be bright, and thy Eternity fot ever glorious. - No 
wonder then, tho* Bala am cviſht to die the Death 
of the Righteous, and to have his laſt End like 


; is it in the Muter Time, that thou art going 
Home, when the Sky may be full of Stars? Cop» 
fer how Glorious the Manſion of the Saints mu 
te, fnce chat beſpangled Roof is but the Floor or 
Pavement of their Palace; yet that is my Home, 
niere hope to lodge when Night comes, and 
from which I ſhalt never flit. O! How many Mil- 
lions of bleſſed Souls dwell therein! How light- 
ome is their Life! and, how pleaſant is their 
Employment ! Shall I ever be ſatisfied till I bo 
there ? 

Is it in the dummer or Harveſt Time, when thou 
art obliged to go into the Field to atterd and ga- 
ther thy; Cattle, beware of carrying. an Earthly 
Mind alongſt with you; but labour to learn ſome 
Heavenly L.effons from every Thing chou ſeeſt. 

Do ky Cattle ſtray from thee? 7hink, how rex 
dy an: 1 io wander from Chriſt my Shepherd! Lord, 
Taxe gone aſtray lake a loſt Sheep O] ſeek me 
and find me again, ſuffer me not to wander as. far 
as Hell, as 1 will certainly do, if thou let me alone; 
tar of my ſelf | will neyer find the way back to 
thee. Bm 

Doit thou ſee the Sum retiring from us, and the 
men going away? Mind, how the Summer days 
ot Grace will at length go away, and the Winter of 
Si-kne's and old. Age will come on: Let me be 
Me now, and imitate the See, who gathers her 


* 


Meat in the Summer, and provides for the Minter 


w%etor® 1t come: Oh! Let me not fin or ſleep away 


my Day of Grace, leſt I have it to regrere, as Yer. 

vil. 20. My Hanveſt 75 paſt, my Summer 2s enden, 

yet Ja not ſaved. | 

is it ir Harveſt when thou ſèeſt the Corns cut down 

ar he Fields? Thiut, how Death with his 
Sickle 
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Sickle will cut you down in like manner, Rev. 
xiv, 15. 
deeſt thou a Tree growing? Yi how the Axe, 

Death and ſpiritual Judgments, is laid to ts Re 

of che barren Tree, or fruitleſs ProfeAbe.--- 4... 
. : | Again 

in, how Night and Day are like to Axes 
bewing at the Root of the Tree of an's Lif 
without Reſt, when the one is up, the other 1 
down ; every Day a Spale flies off, and e211 Noche 
a Chip goes, and ſo ere long, our Boner will ;; 
ſeattered about the Grade f Mouth, as they ©» 
cutteth Wood, Piel. cxli. 2. I fee my N-jghbor 
as cut Trees daily falling about me; 1 fad iny {16 
beginning to totter and ſhake with the frequent Blow; 
| am petting: O! that in the mean Time | may be 
inclining Chriſt-wards and Heaven-wards ; for, a; 
the Tree falls, ſo vill it by. 

Seeſt thou a Mom crawling on the Ground * 7hink 
upon the Worm of Conſcience that newer diet hy 
guats the Wicked to all Ererniry. It is mv hiked 
wiſdom to make Conſcience my Friend, for i: 3; 4 
Friend that ſticłs cle/for than a Brother; it wil 
faichfully attend us on a Death-bed, and at 4 Triby 
nal, and adminiſter Cordials to us then. But if Cr 
ference be thine Enemy, next reGod himſelf, thou 
wilt find it the moſt terrible Euemythat ever » 5001 
Soul had, thou canſt neither reſiſt it, nor fly from it lt 
is a Aleſſeuger thou canſt not deforce, e Mituct thou 
cannot caſt, a 7:14ge thou cannot decline, and an Fre 
Extzoner thou cannot withſtand : Poor Chriftleis 
Sinner, it will ſerve inſtead of all theſe og thee. 
O labour to get it ſprinkled in Time wich Ce 
Hood, and this will pacify it. 

Again Think, what is Man but a Vorm He 
is twice fo called in one Verſe, Job xxv. 26, what 
'2 poor weak helpleſs Creature is a Nm! It ige 
fly cruſhed by the Foot, and can make 1 Re bft 
ance. So weak and helpleſs is Man, with reſpect 
te God; he is more cafily cruſhed by the ccc ot hits 


Jultiet, 


r e 
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raſtice, than 4 Worm 1s by ours What NMadnels 
ten tot a Norm to rebel againſt the Creator of 
te World ? whet are the Kings and Princes of the 
Farth, but as fo many Worms crawling upon his 
Foor (200% ? Each of us muſt ere long take up our 
Delling with the Worms, and ſay to them, Ye are 
ny grethren and my Siſters. 

Anain, Behold, as Worms, when they creep in- 
© the Earth, leave their Slime behind them about 
the Holes Mouth z ---- fo Believers, when they 
creep into the Grave, Leave all their Sin and Cor- 
Aotlon at the Grave's Mouth; and their Souls a- 
ſcend to God without Spot or Wrenkle. 


— — — 
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Conrerni ig our Behawonr at Home in he Sabbath 
dene. 


A Sloon as poſſibly ye can win Home after Ser- 
mons, ſet abaut your eorer Fork, und Family 
Dutter: Conſider, that tho the Sermons be over, 
the Sabbath is not over. Therefore, fiudy to ſpend 
the eit of the Jay in God's Service, and keep {tiil 
bc Im preſſions of what you have been hearing upon 
your Spirits. And if ye would do this, take theſe 
Dire(tiens. | 
I. Retirs preſently for ſecret Prayer and Self 
Examination: Pray over what mou have been hear- 
ng, and beg, That the Lord may keep it in the 
bagn ation of the T houghts of your Hearts. This 


| ka good Way both to help your Memories, and 


Mocure à Bleiing on what you have heard. Con- 
ider, whether ye had any Thing of God's Spirit 
ud Frelſence chro' the day. H God withdraw, then 
kmert after him, and ſearch into the Cauſe. If 
be thewed himſelf thro rhe Latteſi, then bleſs him 
ir it, and gen d E in ae Light.of bis Conn- 

Tenant, 
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renance. Hath any good Motion been wiſed jr 
your Hearts by the Word? Pray for the Frofervac;. 
on of it. Hath the Word been refreſhing and ed 
fying to you? Lay it up in your Hears, 14,4 Pon 
mit that to God to K-ep for you, which your frail 
Memories cannot, retain, pleading, chat God may 
make it forthcoming to vou againſt the Tine © 
your Need. Hath the Word diſcovered a gan. 
cular Sin or Luſt to you? Then bewaii an! mourn 
for it, and beg mortifying Grace to ſubdug and 
conquer 1t.--- Have yt been negligent in HE v aring: 
Lament it, put on new Reſolutions, and cov ood 
for Strength. And forget not to employ your ren 
Advocate Jeſus Chriſt, to Apologize for your Uta 
neſs and Short-comings, and to 8 arace all the De⸗ 
ſects from vour Performances, Wa ofter them up in 
his Cenſer perfumed with the Incenſe of b. M4; 
17119. Was thy Conſcience ſtup! d, thy Heart hard, 
and thy Mind carnal, while hearing 2 Soul-rozing 
Sermon? Re aſhamcd of it before God, and chide 
with thy Heart, end fay to it, Arr thor we that 
Felix 4 Heat hen For bes Hear: trembien. Nen 
e heard of Judgment to come, Act, K At 
thou worſe than Devils: for they lel re 11d 
tremble, James ii. Oh! ſhall Haren an De 
vii be ſooner moved than my hard Hear: * Hall 
thou reaped no Benefit thro' the day Lot it be 
Matter of Exerciſe and Lamentation to chee before 
the Lord. Let never bare Ordmarices ſat he thee 
without Communion with God therein. As 24. 
eheus climb'd up into the Sycaniore Tree to lee 
Felis, and when onee he had got a Sight of him 
there, /e came down:joyſully ; fo oughte it thou % 0 
up to tlie Sycamore Free of Ordinzuces, for this Pur 


£60 tray? Alas. What ate Ondiniices without 


AY God - 
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Cod; but as a Table without Meat, = Well wich 
mu; Water, from which a needy Sor muſt needs de- 
part ng and thirſty? 

It concerns thee to call thy ſelf to Account for 
thy Frame and Carriage in Hearing, Reading, Pray- 
&, Proife, giving Alnis; and every Dirty you have 
been employ'd in thro* the day. As God bimſe l 
rview'd every day Work of hit; and ſaw it was 
90 /; Gen i. fo ſhould we review every day, and in 
i ſpecial manner, every Sabbath. day Work, and 
ſe f is be good or no. Let us judge onr feluer, 
thit e may not be ndged. | 

. Read over theſe Portions of Scrißpture which 
you have heard opened, with the Scriptures cited 
by the Miniſters think on them, and beg the Ilu- 
mination of God's Spirit to make you underſtand 


mem: wi fee the Frmnch was reading the Scr. 
ue upon iis Return from the Prublick Worſhif, 
and God bleſſed it, and fent him an Interpreter 
And if you do fo, you may expect the ſame. He 
that ſent Lhil'pb to him, will ſend his own Spirit to 
help thce 3 who, when he comes, brings ſuch a di 
tine Light alongſt with him, as will make thee fee 
the Truchs of the Goſpel with another F ye, and di. 
«over more in the Word than ever ye beheld in ic 
before ; So that, tho' ye have read the fame Chaß- 
ters 2nd Verſes, about Chriſt many Times ver, yet 
ther ye ſhall de made to ſay, Ol where were in 
0 tel vow, that f never ſaw what is containe 

dere ? * Weg 4 
HI. Labour by all Means, to keep up the Re- 
nembrazc- and Impreſſions of the Word thou haſt 
been hearing on thy Mind: Let it not be as a 
nyfaring Nan to tarry with thee only for a Night; 
bur let it be an Inhabitant to dwell with thee ll 
the Week over. Hach the Spirit made avy warm 
dupref ns by the Word upon thy Soul this Pay? 
y Patch over them, and'{trive to preſerve and en 
main hem thro' the Ryening, and Jook to God 


tor 


. | 
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for Help, Oh, Ford, #28. me gut loſe the Her | 
this day, in the Cool of the H, . Ty Wars 
bath wrought wonderful Changes po Y lars, 0 
that I may li kemiſe expercence the Sume#, and las- 
ut to ſay: 4 e at forth froud, but am me home 
Hum bie; 1 went out cane, and Hardi garted, zu 
n com pack rbvughtful and contrite in gbirit; ] 
ent to C burch a Bond. ſſave of Satan, bt am nt. 

rum ned a. Nreem an of Chriſt. | * 
Poor Soul, much depends upon thy Case a} 
Watchfulne ſa ver thy ſelf in 6 4 Evening of the 
Lord day, that you loſe mot theſe T binge ro 
in you by the Word thro the day. The:c arc my 
ay; like theſe Soukdters Who are Victorious in the 
day, but lole all at Night thro” their Security and 
Sloth ; the do not watch aud ſtand to their Ars, 
but ſuffer + Evemy to ſurprize them, to beat up 
their Quarters, and {ſpoil their Tents, when they 
are ſecure, dreaming df no Hazard, Many are like 
Hannibal, that know bettet how to gbiain à Vid 
2, than bow co impreve it when got. Watch then 
againſt the Devil, the 3 d, and your 511 Hearts, 
end beware of ioþng at Night,whst. you gain d this 


"4 


are Pork 


fore 


thelp tender Fryjts to be pipped | 
hlaitcd in the Bloſſom, by Sargr's fbr Winds 
the World's cold Blaſta 3 but macrcitulty 8 


18 
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| preſerve them to Maturity, to the Procitef 


$f 
ors of rhy Grace. — 
” 1 Bc what a ery ing Sin it is againſt God 
ave WY © neglect or ſtide th Conui ctionc He will treat 
whe bes as 5 Myer aerer | thou do it + It is Murder to 
bu WY Aero the Conception in the Womb. - Chriſt alſo 
3 1 will take it AS A ſolemn Affront offered to im for 
b, oictiont are the Megergers which be ſends to 
prepare the ay for his Entry inta the Soul: And, 
and WM 44} be not heinouſly reſent it, to fee his Meongers 
there or waletreated? O! what horrid Ingratitude 
en to Chriſt, afrer he hath opened the Door of 
me er Hearts Halt-way by Conuictiout, to have it hut 
the ll govint him, when be is juſt ready to enter; or when 
vd BY be is Halioway in, to be thruſt back zgain, and have 
nus, the 290, thrown in his Face? i 
r Conſider how prejudicial it is to thy own 
ney WH Soul. The oying away or thy Conmttions threa- 
lik WY tos the Life of thy Soul. If you quench them, 
240 God may be provoked to paſs that dreadful Sen- 
then WY tefice. My Spirit ſball no longer ſtrive with thee : 
„s chere follows a Aianight Silence; and thou 
thro BY ut don for ever. O tremble for fear of God's Judg· 
 Winints, tor thy Caſe is more dangerous than others 3 
dee Water freezeth: fo faſt; as that which hath been 
ont once warned, and no Tron is fo hard, as that which 
auß bath been oft heated and oft quenched: Theres 


rc, , #4 4 
eb, Prefently ſtrike in wich hy Conditions, 
dens God for awaking thee, when others about 
0 dee are lying in a deep Sleep; for vifiting thee, | 
an 2 en och ers are paſſed by: Be content to have thy 
| laun:ed, and thy Wound ſearched: Suffer an 

r Plaiſter to be Applied to it but Chriſt Sa: 
bo hot to heal the Wound of thy Conſcience, by the - 
Mts of the La and thy own Duties; for these 
wil it beſt but skin it over tor « white. Neither 
Þ toſhite off C undi ctiom by Delays, as did Felixy 
this is the Devil s great Srrgragens to ruin, chy- 


| 


* 


* 
* 
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Soul. It is with the Heart as with melted Wes 


it you clap the Seal to it when it is ſoſt, it . 4 
dei ves an reſſion which abides ; but if 'Ou de. 1 
tay, it foon cools and hardens, fo that prels o 
as ye will, it is to no Purpoſe. Let us then imitate Will jo 
Dau, who, when he was convineed of the Evi 
of his ways, wrrhvnt any Delay iurned bis fret 
Joa Teftamonter, Plal. cxix. 59. Put forth the Wil 
outmoſt Strength, and ſtir up thy felf to turn from . 
Sim, and fly to Chriſt. While Conference is tirrine WM :1 
the Spire  firiving; Chriſt waiting, bis Zoxelr hy 
ſounding, 2nd his , pleading ; tor the Lo fi 
this Seaton, may be the Loſs of thy Sou!, GM 
ſaith Thrice in one Chapter, Heb. iv. 75 Day, 1 je 
Das, To Day; but the Devil cries, 7%, Ww FO 
To Merrow, To Morrow. Surely God is wiſe), Wi ce 
and his Time fittelt. To Day is thy living du, 
To Morrow may be thy dying day: Zo Day tho be. 
art o Barth, Ys Morrow thou mayſt be in Hell; nt 
To Day Mercy is inviting, To Morrow ſuſtice may oy 
be ſmiting: Therefore, while thou art called, Toll Gy 
Day, Hear the Voice of God and Conscience, and Ml 5, 
katden not your Hearts. p+.4 0. 
IV. Labour to perſevere in Prayer this Ee. by 
ing 7 do not int in it, bur endeavour with A pol 
70 held up thy Hanis this day till the going deu of 
of tht Sun Ow Frequency and Importunity will ten 
this Duty is no Trouble, but a Delight to the He- wel 
rer _ of Prager, Chriſt faith oft this day to bi 


JL teas les thee go u, len 
And as Orators, at the cloſe ot then 
uſe all their Art and Skill ro moe hg 


fer & Bleffag s pray hie Evening, 4 Hit 2199 
ee In eee, thy at Nein, o . 
5 ; * " ly + 
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Myer; knowing; thät when. Death comes thou 
ant pray ro more: For, as Death |bitigs the 
Hand that it can work no more; {6 it ſtrikes ut 
the Tongue, that it can ſpeak no more, accord ing 
to Feclef, ix. 10. J, xxxVIIl. 18. | | 

V. Study to be denied to all your Sabbarb Pray- 
we and Performances: Beware of ſecret Truſting 


ct 76 

| thy Wl chem. as any Fiece of Righteovinels betore God 3 
from WY & that will ſpoil all lite the dead Flee in the An 
rin 


1 JNiulment : Say there ure this dey, after ye 


elt have done «11, wwe are unprofirable Servants. Luok 
Gedore all, a5 if yo had done yothirg at all, to the 
God WM Rightcoulſnels of Chriſt, to anſwer fot ali. See that 
„ „e join nothing of your own with this perfe t Righ- 
, tonfacls, in the Point of your Juſtificat on and Ac 
tet ceptance with God; for this is both diſhonourable 
day, Wl Chriſt, and dangerous to your felves : Therefore 
thor i bare of it. There is 4 Narr Papery in the 
Tell; BN Minds of all; we mach iachne to ſtand upon our 
my own Lege, and to have ſamething of cur own to 
„ 00 found upon, But is it any other Thing than Nia 
, ah 


phemy to —_ Chriſt's Sacriſu o with Lameneſs, 
it 


or his work w 


> Veg our Penny to make Chriſt s Sum, and with cur 
Mae polluted Duties to 440 any Perfection to the Blood 
aour Bl of Chrin, which is Infinite ? Shall not we reſt con- 
ty wlll tent with chat wherewith God hath declared himfelf 


well pleaſed ? Let us then with Paul, cont wil 
Things but Dung and Loi for Chriſt and 

1 poten «od dere vnly to be found de 
Wii ark 


} W 
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Cunecrnins Family Duties un Sabbath Night. 


Gs che next Place, I proceed. to > fo of Parity 
"ey N requifire this Might, and how thefe 2 
= * de perfdimgd +5 9 

5 2 


Q xz | i. See 


 Deficzenty? Or to. think with 
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244 Of Family Dutie: 

J. See that ye be more ſolemn, full and particu 
lar in Family orſhip this Evening, than 9: other 
Times: It is pleaſant this Night to hea» vniverſy, 
Iy the Melody of God's Praife in the Ju 
of the Righteous. Lay out your Fans Fin, 
Waits and Mercies fully and plainly before Go 
in Family Prayer. Le. - "i 

II. Confer about the Sermons, and r-p:$t over 
what you have heard; for the Lord, De xi. & 
19. requires you not only to lay up God s words in 
'your Hearts, but alſo 0 ſpeak of tum chen ve f, 
zn your Houſes, and to teach them your Child 
Jou ought alſo to call your Servants and Children 
to an Accoum, as to what they remember, and hop 
they have profited by the Sermons. When ye {1d 
your Servants to the Market, you examine why 
Market they have made: Now the priblich Oral 
ances are Heaven's free eee for their Souls, ant 
will ye never enquire what they have gained there 
at? Fix ways rehearſing ho Sermons is very 
freſhing and advantagious, and hereby one cf you 
would be uſeful to another; for, what one forgets, 
another may remetaber. 

III. Let Parents and Heads of Families, take 
ſome Time this Evening in Catechiſing and In 
ſtruct ing their Children and Servants, in % Know 
icdge of the Principles of Religion, and of their D 

towards God, their Neighbours, and themſelves 

e may ubſerve from the iv. of Mark, and xiv. 0 
Luke, that after our Lord had inftrutted the Pes 
ple as 2 publick Preacher on the Sabvath-day ; bs 
afterwards did examine and teach his Twetre Dil 

ciples, as a private Maſter of 8 Family. 

1ft, Begin with Children as ſoon as they ue @ 
pable, and inform them, That there is ſuch 41 
ing as God, whom they ought to Honour, Rev 
rence, and Love above all Things. - That tie) 
are his Creatures, the work of his Hands, Th 

- he preferves them, and gives them all ws 
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er Things they enjoy.—- And that every good Thing 
bs 4 22 Cunht from God by Prayer, 2nd Thanks 
turned to him for the ſame— Shew them the 
i WM Evil 2nd Danger of Sin, and bow much God hates 
in, WM it That they have immortal Souls; That there 
Goal is Life after Death ir ancther World, wherein 

Men ſha!! receive 2 great and eternal Reward, or 
over : fearful endleſs Puniſhment, according as they 
- 18, MW have done or neglected their Duty in thes World. 
s in WM And tht God loves thoſe who keep his Commands 
„e d pres to him; but hates wicked Men, and thoſe 
who do not pray. If theſe Principles were early 


milled and rooted in Children, they would in ſome 
hon Meaſure ſtick with them all their days. | Like- 
ca wife, as they are capable, ſhew them the great De- 
wha WY generacy and Corruption of humane Nature, deri- 


rl to we by the Fall of our firſt Parenrs,, Allo, 


, an ſhow them the way of our Recovery from this mi- 
hers brable State by Peſts Chriſt, who was ſent by God 
ry ro redeem and fave us from the Bondage of Sin 
ved Satan, and from the Damnation of Hell, 


2diy, Before they are capable to read, or get and 
ppear our Shorter Cat chiſm, you ought to frame ma- 
ny ſhort Quettions and Anſwers concerning the fore- 
wd Primczples, ſuch as they are able to mind, and 
requently examine them upon them: And for you 
Help in this Matter, you may conſult the little Ca- 
rchiſm 1 have publiſhed, called, 7*Þe Not her 
Wecbiſma for the young Child —- But affoon as your 
Caildren are able to repeat our Shorter Catechiſm, 
mon them, and your Servants alſo, to commit it 
9 their Memories, preſcribing fo much of it to 
them every Net, and duly examine them upon it 
Fery Lord gday, for it contains an excellent” 
ewe both of the Principles of our Religion, 
which we ought to believe; and alſo of the Du. 
bes ther:ot, which we ſhould practiſe. And is it 
lt far beter to repeat this, than Hallaat and} e 
. = = rann, 


* 
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Stories, wherewith many burden their News 


ries ? 

zally, As ye onght te learn them to read, ſo 90 
ſhould this day ſolemnly enjoin them to cead * 
Bible and other pious Books, and enquire at then, 
What they have been reading thro' the Lay and by. 
Nome Week. And becauf: of the Natura! Back. 
wardneſs that is both in Young, and (d 0 Joly 
Dutz:s, you ought. to contrive the molt wile ant 
effoctual Methods yau can think on, to engage them 
to Delight and Diligence in Reading «of the Bible, 
Such as theſe, des. Teach Children the moſt pro 
fitable, pleatant and affecting Hiftorics and Paſſa 
ges of the Bible; fuch as, 7e Craation of Mm 
Adam'r Fall, the Ficed, the VDeſtructias Sodom, 
the Seicraficing 1. Haac, tbe Svlliug of ſcſaph, Phy 
raoh i cuttiug off the Infants, and No'cs's Prev 
vation, Motes his going up t the Mount, i gat 
ring the Fables of the Tau. T he Pang wn 
cenuiug Bam ſan g Ealing the Philiftines, aud Du 
vid's k: Bing Goliath. De Foriy revo Children ar 
ſtray d by Rears, the les Children in the fi, 
Furzace, Daniel in the Lien Den, Jonah i 10 
Whale's Belly, Hero's deſtroying the wotmy Chi 
aren, and the li ke. Endeavour 70 tell them thick 
Paſſages, as much as ye can in their own Langusge, 
and this will engage chem to the greater Delight 
and Attention, 2 them to remember them 
the better; alſo, ye would put them to icheafte 
them over again to yo. SIG OS 

Again, cauſe, them yead « Chapter of ths Bible 
every Night, and tell'yow fome of the pris pd 
Things in it before they ly doun; or when you ted 
42 Chapter in the Family, appoint each of that, 


ſame one Verſe of it we repeat the next dap“ 


Mottover, when they come to learn to W rit:, t l 
2 good Way o give them Papet- Bool, 10 ite 
down what Faſſa ges they think moſt confidore!''s i: 
che Bible; or what remarkable Saying: 21 Ny 


* 


WR reer 


r 
n 


on the Sabbath Euering. 247 


ies they find in other Books, "They might wel! 
ſpend the gaturday's Afternoon this way, hen they 
have moſt Leiſure.— | $4 | 
ln the next place, it would be of good Uſe? 
chen you examine them, to teach them to prove 
every Point of Religion, by ſome pregnant Place 
of $:riprure : This would be the way to heget in 
them firm, ſtrong and fixed Perſuaſions of tha 
Truths of Chriſtianity. Many, alas! profeſs Chiſti- 
gnity, merely becauſe it is t National Naligton, 
and they were ſo Egucate. They build their Faith 
more ubon the Aﬀertions and Teachings of Men, 
than upon the fure Foundation of God's Word, 
and al! bocauſe they were got put to it when Fnung, 
to acquaint themſelvrs with the Ser2prures, or to 
bring Proofs from them for the Truthsthey learned. 
Are there not many Profe ſſuro of Chi ſiaui ty, who 


if they were put to it, could not give ona Text of 


Hripturt to prove fo much as the great Fada meu. 
tals of het, Religion? It cannot be expected that 
ſuch will be clofs Adherers to it i a dap of 77241 
and Perſecution, & good way to mend this Fault, 
is, to get the Confeſror of Fab, Larger and 
Horten Catechiſms, which are printed with the 
Seriprure Proofs ſet down at Large, and make 
much Uſe chereof. -— Zaftly, As ye ought to 
cauſe them attend punctually this day upon. the 
Ur 13razces, fo ye ought carefully this Night to 


uk an Account of the Text, and their Nates of 


the Lecture and Sexmons, reprove' them for careleſs 


Hearing, encourage them when they give 1 ]] 
* | Fs 


iNertdlc good  Agcaunt, and promiſe thew 
Reward to do better the next Sabbath. 
4% %, Ye ought this day to leam and chjoig 
Fu children. to Pray, and to aka Rleffing, and give 
IPaiks for their dent; you muy fee fome 
5 'or them in the End of the Mothers Cate - 


Halen before mentioned. Children cannot pray at 
it wia gout Helps : 1 ir is fit to A them 
N 4 | | 
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fome ſhort Forms; And in the firſt Place, the 


Lord's Prayer, the great Pattern of all rape 
Teach them to retire every Morning and Event 


to Prey, and to pray frequently on the L; 


and allo cauſe them go and pray together by tum 
this would be a good Mean to engage their Lore 
to one another, and to cauſe them ftudy to be the 
more grave and exact in their Prayers And there. 
fore it were fit alſo to cauſe them pray ſometimes 
in your own hearing. -—- Enjoin them alſo to be 
very ſincere in Prayer, and to pray with « lively 
Senſe of God's All ſeeing Eye that behelds in $e 
cret, and with an awful Regard to the judgment 
of the great day. --— Likewiſe when they come 
wo any Capacity, tell them, Thar they wt nn 
reſtrett themſelnes to ther? Forms, but muſl make 
Sadrtrons of thetr oron, and uſe new words 21d 
Expreſſions of their own framing ; tell them, 7 hat 
God loves theſe words beſt that come from th: 
Heart, and for their Help therein; tell them often 
of rherr Siu and Miſery by Nature, and of thei 
need of Chriſt, and his Blood to waſh and ſane 
them ; direct them frequently to fay, Lord rcach 
me 10 pray, gize me thy Spirit to help me 10 pray, 
Allo, every Sablabhrnigbi enquire at them what 
mew words and Expreſſions they have got aud ad 
ded ro their Prayers, and Encourage and heward 
them according to their Diligence. © Parents, ne. 
Kess not to teach your poor Children to Pray and 

ead ; will you teach them to work, and no! teach 
them to Pray? If you do it not, the Dev wil 
teach them to Ban, Lie, and play on the L 
day. And will it not be a fearful Reckoning tha! 
ye will have to make ere long for their prayertels 
and periſhing Souls? A great many Children ge- 
glect Prayer, not fo much from their Averiion to it 
as from. this, That none takes care to n then 
how to-do it; and hence it js, they often neglech tb 
all heir days; whereas, if they were carl) dale 
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and put on the Duty of Prayer, the Habit and 
Cuſtem of the Thing would make it turn eaſy 
and delightful, but when this is neglected, they 
cannot atterwards be brought to ir, without great 
Reluctanct and Diſfculty: 80 thar ye fee, O Pa- 
rents, if ye improve not the Scaſon of Yourh, the 
Blood of your Childrens Souls w be laid to your 
Door. a N | , IS 
Hy, It is very proper on this day, aſſoon as 
vur Children are capable, to take thera aſide, and 
tolemnly to tell them, the Vows ye rook on at 
Baptiſm in their Name, and as SPon/ors for them, 
and how ye pablickly engaged that they roonutd br 
the Lords, and renounce the World, the Devel, ana 
the Fleſp: And therefore, for your own Exone ration, 
ye would take them ſolemnly engaged to do and 
perform all theſe Things which ye promiſed in 
their Name, pur them to it perſonaly and explicite- 
ly tro 0wn and renew their — Covenan:, th 
ſhew themfelves Chriſtians, not only by their Pa- 


rents N-dicarion, but alſo by their own Deed and 


voluntary Conſent 3 let each of them profeſs and 
lay, / ce God the Father, for my God and Fa 
her, 1 chiife God the Son for my Redeemier and 
davionr, f chriſe the Holy Ghoſt for my Guide and 
Saultifyer, God's word fir my Rule, God's People 
for my Companions, Holineſs for my Way, ana 
Heaven for my Home. | * 

r, Take care this Evening to give both them 
md your Servants many ſerious and affectionate 
Admonitious concerning their Souls, and their 
Duties to God and Man ; warn them ſolemnly a- 
guinit Sin aud Vice, and particularly cheſe Vaces 

at are tod common among us; ſtudy to check. 
ind diſcourage the Beginnings of Vice in Children, 
lere and watch the firſt Appearances thereof, 

and pluck them up by the Roors, for if Vice be 
Wnved ac in the Beginning, it will turn after- 
yards too ſtrong for you; but When it is never 
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ſome ſhort Forms : And in the firſt Place, the 


Lord's Prayer, the great Pattern of all Pygy; and p 


Teach them to retire every Morning and Ren | PF 
to Prey, and to Poo frequently on the Lord day; Cann 
and alſo cauſe them go and pray together by wins Retu 
this would be a good Mean to engage their Loe Ml once 
to one another, and to cauſe them indy to be the Pl, 
more grave and exact in their Prayers: And there. Door 
fore it were fit alſo to cauſe them pray ſomerimes 57 
in your own hearing. — Enjoin them alſo to be ur 


very ſincere in Prayer, and to pray with « lively bolen 
Senſe of God's All ſeeing Eye that beds in ge Brot! 
cret, and with an awful Regard to the Judgment Ned 
of the great day. --— Likewiſe when thy come Ml t4- 7 
to any Capacity, tell them, Thar thy ni} ns WM HF 
reſtratt themſelves to ther? Forms, ut muſi make MY ve 
Aaditions of their onon, and uſe new words ad Ml perto 
Erpreſſions of their own framing ; tell them, 7 hat Ml their 
God lower theſe words beſt that come from 1"+ WM iv to 
Heart, and for their Help tberein; tell them often ſhew 
of :herr Sin and Miſery by Nature, ani of their erte 
need of Chriſt, and his Blocd to waſh and ſane WM vol 
them ; direct them frequently to fay, Lu 1rach Wl bby, 
me fo pray, gice me thy Spirit 10 lb me te pr. , 
Alſo, every Sabba:h-mghti enquire at them aut Lari 
new words and Expreſſiont they hate 505 gu ad Wi Sant 
ded to their Prayers, and Encourage aud reward WY 10 - 


| Them actor ding to their Diligence. ©) Farens, ne. Hea: 

lect not to teach your poor” Children to Pray and ot 

ead ; will you teach them to work, and nu! teach I and 

1 them to Pray? If you do it not, the Der. will Ad, 


teach them to Ban, Lie, and play on the Tard. Dur 
day. And will it not be a fearful Reckoving tha: Bl gain 
ye will have to make ere long for their proyertels Bl thac 
and periſhing Souls? A great man, Chilaren ner end 
glect P raycr, not {9 much tron) their A veriten ro 10 obſe 
«s from this, That none rakes care o then Bi 0d 
bow to-do it ; and hence it is, they often neglect h enn 
all their days z whereas, if they were ca,, 10 Var 
C k \ ' ; 


* 
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ad put on the Duty of Prayer, the Habit and 


Cuſtem of the Thing would make it turn eaſy 
«nd delightful, but when this is neglected, they 
cannot afterwards be brought to ir, without great 
Neluctanct and Diſfculty: So thar ye fee, O Pa- 
rents, if ye improve pot the Seafon of Loutb, the 
lod of your Childrens Souls with: be lazd to your 
Door. 5 1 F ; 
hy, It is very proper on this day, aſſoon as 
vur Children are capable, to take thera afide, ant 
lolemnly to tell them, the Vows ye took on at 
Botiſm in their Name, and as Sponſors for them, 
and how ye publickly engaged that they roontda be 
the Lords, and renounce the World, the Devel, and 
the Fleſh: And therefore, for your own *xoneration, 
ve would take them ſolemnly engaged to do and 
rerform all rheſe Things which ye promiſed in 
their Nano, pur tbem to it perſonaly and explicite- 
lv to own and renew their baptiſmai Covenant, ta 
ſhew themſelves Chriſtians, not only by their Pa- 
rents D-dicarion, but alſo by their own Deed and 
voluntary Conſent; let * of them profeſs and 
lay, che Co the Father, for my God and Fa- 
ther, Ichs God the Son for my Redeenier and 
Lavigne, Lehe the Holy Gheſt for my Guide and 
Sanitifzer, God's word fir my Rule, God's People 
jor my Companzons, Holineſs for my Way, ana 
Heaven: for my Home. if 

dt, Take care rhis Evening to give both them 
md your Scrvants many ſerious and affectiogate 
Admonitious concerning their Souls, and their 
Duties 10 rod and Man; warn them ſolemnly a- 
gainſt Im and Vice, and particularly cheſe Vices 
's WW 4 are tod common among us; ſtudy to check 
„nud diſcourage the Beginnings of Vice in Children, 
ene and: watch the firſt Appearances thereof, 
ud pluck them up by the Roots, for if Vice be 
. — «c in the Beginning, it will curm after- 
TRE 0 itrong for you; but when it is newer 
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fufered to appear or paſs without Repronf of Cor 


- xeftion, this helps by degrees ti breed in (hilde 


an adhorrence of it, Labour in « ſpecial Marne: 
to begot in them frightful Impreffions of the, Sing 
of Swearmng,and praſauing the Mare 0 Gad, the 
Sm ot Diſobedience ro Parents, the Sin of Srbbarh 
breat ing, of lying, obſcene words, Stealing. Pride, 
Paſjun, Revenge, neglect o. Prayer, and Read 
ang, &c. ſtudy to periiade them to Godlin+ with 
*he molt endearing Language, ud pres ailing Ar. 
guments, according to Prov. xxx. 1, 2,2. that f0 

e may convince them, that in all your A ont 
977 and Reproofs, ve have an earnef dete fo 
their Welfare, and deſign nothing theroby tf the 
Good of their Souls, and that ye and they gay dwell 
an Heaven together thro all Bternity. it is fome 
times neediul folemnly to obteſt and charge them 
mind their Dry, as Mr. Bolton à godly Van (11 
10 his Children on his Death-bed, che wn, 0 
my Ciilgren, not ta ect me at Chriſt: una 
ina Chriſtieſ ud Graceiaſt Condition. 


Pray 


the Slavery of Satan. If any of them were taken 
the Tyre, and laid in dark Dungeons, ireates 
as Slaves, icourged every day, and barbarouſly uſed 
would not your Bowels yearn, and your ens 
bleed for them? Or, if any of your ner F.olations 
were dead, would ye not mourn for chem? And 
ae ye not more concerned to Mourn and Pray fh 
em that are Satan's Slaves. Fuftice's Prifonrrs 
Fpiritually dead, and ſentenced to overlatiing Neath? 
Hive ve any love to your Children, oo 1 — 
ary 1 of Fas 
; ur hem this day in the Arms e Proget 


17 
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Prayer to the bleffed Feſus, beſeeching him to put 


Hinds of Meroy 0 then, and bleſt them, 45 


n rl. xix. 14. Yea, not only pray for rhom, 
but ale chem alongſt with you, and let them be 
Lye and Par Witneſſes of your Prayers, Sighs and 
Tears fox the Converfion and Salvation of their 
Souls 3 and who knows but this might work u 
their Hearts? Let them hear you {ay to God, as 
Jacob, Cen. xxX1iit. 5. Lord thou haſt graczonſly 
$70/277 ne theſe Children ; Bur Oh ! Tora, 1 hats 
einen them Sin, that is their Portion from me. 
Lord, the cannot give them Chreft and Grace, 
wt thou canſt do both, they are born 10 me once, 
0 that they may be born 70 thee a ferond time. 
gay as Abrgakam, Gen. xvii. O that my Iſbmael may 
lee hee. And Deut. xxxlii. Let my Reuben 
live aua not die. Let theſe who ars Piece of my 
Borvels, and are now dead in Treſpalſes and Sin, 
re in thy fight, thon are the Lord of Lafe, 
breathe on them, and they ſhail live. -— Lord, let 
au ele who ave ſo dear ta me fry in the Flames 
ſor ever ; one Howſe bolds us now, let one Heaven 
bold us hereafter. --— Cry as thoſe in the Goſpel, 
Jatth. xvii, Ford haue Mercy on my Son, my 
Daugtrer it erienonſly mvexed, Lord come and 
beal them, ang let ime fee ny Children to he the 
wrt of h Hands in the me4dft of thy Howie then 
foal! 07 may Face wax pale, nor be aſhamed, but 
Pl! fanci'vfy the holy one of Iſtacl, Iſa. xxx. 
521 32 

Bu in midſt of theſe ſeerer and family De- 
„ neceflary on the Evening of the Lord fday, 
It 18 necdtu]l that our frail Bodies be re reſhed with. 
Mea: and Drink, and the werk of the day being 
near over, you are at the more freedom to eat 


Kentitully, yet ſtill with holy Fear and Caution, 


ind 4, ehre to improve the time of cating ſpiri- 
tal, and to make God's Glory your in 
fating and drinking, 1 Cor. x. 3 1 

| 4 
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H you, be to have Company or Strangets with you, 
then look to God for W:/dom to behave your 12 
in all your Words and Deportment, that ye may 
neither do them Harm, nor get Harm from they, 
tay, O! chat my Lips this Naght were like te 
of rhe Righteous, which feed many. 

When you are called to fit down to Supper this 
Night,think or ſay. How happy were I, if { were now 
called 70 it down and ſup with Abraham, Iſaac and 
Jacol in the Kingdom of Heaven, at that ther 
Table that ſhall never be drawn, her: they enivy 
an everlaſting Sabbath, that hath no Night gor 
Darkneſs to follaw upon it, as this hath. 

When you fee the Table covered for you, O! bleſs 
the Author of it, and ſay, When God rem-mbers me, 
ter me not forget him: Oh! let not my Thie turn 4 
Srave to e; let me never make a Gad of my fil 
ty, nor employ my chief Care for the Mea? tha; Pe. 
raſher h. | 


LY 


When the Meat is brought, let us, according tu 


our Saviour* Example, look up to Heaven, and 
pray for a Bleffing on our Food, and for che fandi'- 


ted Uſe of God's Creatures, that we may tiite Co- 


weaant-Lowe in common Mercies, and enjoy che Cres 
tor, waile uſing the Creature. Then un, O how 


Hreet would theſe Mercies be, if they dia cone dip 


in the Blood of Chriſt, and through the Chanel o 
the everlaſiings Covenant to ne tf 1 coils enjly 
them, not as Creature, but as an Heir, aud a joint 
Heir with Chriſt, who js the Heir of al Things, 
aud hath been Pleaſed ts adopt Belteuers in bt; 
Right. O. how ſeecr, 3f every Morſe! dig cum. 


# am my Father's Hand, and ſent from h:* '7 able, 
as ar Farneſt of greater and better Thing. lata up 
for me above! Lord! I am not worthy of 11 leaſt 
Crumb that falls from the Table of thy Proviarnt,” 


aud yet thou covereſt 4 full Table to qporihic)s t 
what Ha,, render to ihe Lord: | 


% 
% 


—— 


fe 


en the Sabbath Evening. 25 


Is thy Proviſion but ſmall? Then ſtudy to be 
donitent therewith : Conſidet how cheartully Chriſt 
the Heir of all Things did thank God fer coarſe 
and mean Fare, Fohn vi. when he had but a few 
Parlcy-loaves and {mall Fiſhes for himſelf and his 
whole Family. How much better provided are we, 
chan Chriſt and his numerous Family was? Ard 
alive not be eaſie and thankful? | 

Have ve a full Table Then fear left theſe out- 
ward 1 :1ngs enſnare your Heart; and, for preventing 
e it, nk, O what a poor Portion would theſe 
Things le, if get no letter O. how nuſerable 
l, af, when God give me Bread to the 
ſull, he bond ferd Leauneſ to my Soul! Therefore 
member Luther's ſolemn Proteſt to God, when 
+ bounciful Preſent was ſent him, he proteſted}; 
That tre would not be put off with common Mer. 
ces, 

But if you have any Clearneſs concerning your In- 
tereſt in Chriſt, the Sight of God's Foogneſy to you 
in a full Table, ſhould cauſe you rejoxce in him, and 
lay, I th and Heaven too: O what à good An. 
fter d wwe ſerve? 

When you have eaten, and are full, fee that ye 
5 forget not God your Maker and Benefactor; but 
t with Heart and Mouth, in a ſolemn Manner, give 
j Thanks to him. O Believers, ye have four Things 
y particularly zo give Thanks for, Finſt, That God 
t gives Mercies to furniſh your Table. 2ly, Health 
; to uſe them. zaly, Peace to meet together. 41hly, 
; That ye have 2 Right to them, I mean not a com- 
. non, but a Copenaut- Right, a Right by virtue of 
. Chriſt' Purchaſe. | ' 

t were very agreeable,to couc lude all by finging 4 


Fial: of Praife. 


! do not offer to ſtint any Chriſtian Family to ay 
; preciſe particular Method of performing Duties on 

the d vl hat h. Evening, but mult leave that to be de 
a uuncd by the Prudence of Matters of Families, 


Accor 


* 
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according to the Circumſtances” of their Familie, 
Some may find it convenient to eatechiz» ir Chi 
dren and Servants, and repeat the Sermon: before 
' fer. ſome after ; ſo fame may perform F amily- 


Su 

worſhip before, ſome after ; others both before and 
after. Let every Man be fully perſwaded in his 
own Mind ; only labour that no Duty incumben 
be omitted. 5 | 

I do not ſay, that all the fore: named Znrics in al 
their 4 pg + are indiſpenſibly neceary every 
Lord's day; for Time and Circumſtances may &« 


ſtraĩten us, that we cannot get them performed ſo ful- 


Iy, as before directed, eſpecially as to tho iuſtruſi. 
on of Children and Servants, and the v en 
of our ſelves ; but what cannot be overtaken in one 

bbath, let it be done in another. I bete choſen 
to be pretty full in this Directory, becautc it may 


be uſetul alio for other days of :be Week: 


- * P 
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Cuncerning ſecret Duties at the Cloſe of dag. 


Hen Family. duties and Supper art dver, and the 
Conditiot of our weak and weary Bidics begins 
to call for Sleef and Reſt, let us endes t clole 
this holy day in © duc and ſuitable Mater. Tale 
theſe few Direction 

I. When ye find Slocp beginning w affault you 
think, G bow ſoox are de tired of doing H 0 
that we could /ay, Tie wwe may be merci n 
web our Work, get we art trot near'y of our Woe: 
And it is our Regrate, that we ſhould be laid un 
et a Neceſſity of lh fo much of on Time 
n Peeping, and ſhould lie [6 long, it de of i 
555 either Gm ar A Let this make us an © 
de then, cue e ere ſhall be nd N, of Heep but 
we ſhall be like zbe Hage, Geli, arbo . . fe 


800 frex ruht 1d de, G . _ 
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H. Tut, How terrible is it for a Chriftleſs un- 
on verted Sinner 10 lie down this Ni ht with fo 
many Millions of r1mpardoned Sins on hes Back, to 
ſleep ſecurely within the Flood-mark of God's Vew- 
france, and within a Step of Hell 1— OQ uncon- 
wetted Man, confider your coutinnal Hazard ; you 
never ay down with Aſſurance to riſe again; you 
acever ſlept One Sabbath-N ight, with Aſſutance you 
fhould fre another Sabbath, or hear another Sermon; 


Death Hell are ever before you; it is a Wort 
der you do not ſtill think on them by day, and 
dream of them by Night, lie down in Feat, rife in 
Fear, and live in Fear, leſt Death come before ye 
be converted; it is a Vonder you can get any Sleep 
in this Condition. If your Body want but Meat, 
Drink or Clothing, yea, if you bave but an aking 
Tooth, it hinders you to Neep 3 and yet wilt thou 
fleep. 0 Sinner, when both Soul and Nody are on 
the Hen of Hell, and the Devil gaping and ror- 
ng for you? O! then reſolve you wil not gre 
Sleep 10 yorr yes, nor Slumber is your Hyelidg 
til your Soul be in a better Condition; at leaſt, ut 


your J}-a/0/:7 of Rebellion, and bemoan your Cate 
before the Lord, and /ooÞ wp to Chriſt for Pi; aud 
Pardon. We ſhould not willingly venture to 

in that Caſe we would not venture to die in. How 
any have been hutricd into Zrerntty in a Moment! 
O think with your ſelf, Death may be within & 
eay's Narch of me 3 to day I am ſiuxing, but 40 
Morrow I may be dying. © hat of Death gal 
me deen the Devil's Work : Will it not fend me 
Fim 10 rece ive my Wages ? N 

u li 


: 
: 


6642.57 have trad of God, #he gre ac Oe ye 
op 


ind how can you live at Peace in ſuch a Condition? 


— 


you pour out your Heart, confeſs your Sins, lay down . 


— . EN on 


Rl. Before e down this Night, confeſs aud - * 
man Vx the Sins of the bypult day; lament + 
— 1:411t91d Shortcomings in publick, prixate 


et Duties gj ſay, Alas for the nenn and low Conn 
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Bip this day ' What Furmality and H:toc/i66 jn 
my Approaches ro him O! how vain aud wan 
dring wert my 7 honghts, when they ſt hay 
been moſt fixed aud intent upon Gο | yn bank 
and blina- was my Unrerſlandine, ten Git 
Truths were laid before me! How re of th 
Evi of Sin, or Zeanty of Holineſs vid i | Lord 
how hard and fiinty was my Heart, lie rhicthg 
by all the Strokes of the Hammer of thy Wer ne 
#t Ho dead and carnal were my Atjeti0n:, lin 
moved by all the rich Diſplays and Offer o/ Chriſt's 
Zode and Beanty! How ſleepy war mv Conicionce; 
le tele ſtartled by all the Reproofs ana T hreatitntt 
of thy Word Hor faile and treacherons was ny 
Memory, in letting flip the ſeveet Conmcls and Com: 
forts 1 heard! Oh | what PBy-ends hate I had in 
Duty this day! Hob little hade I been toicerncd 
for the Intereſt of Chriſt's Church and Nic dom wn 
the World ' How idle and wiedi{yeng hats ny 
Moro been, when in Company Oh | how little 
Fade T done Ir God's Glory, or my Ne1eborr 
Good, this aay ! And having thus humb!; contel- 
fed your Sins and Shoricomings this day, make Ap- 
ication to the Blood of CV rest for Param, and to 


2 Interceſſior for Acceptance *3/7þ God, hat 90 


you may lie down this Night in a reconciled State 
with him. 
, IV. Commit your ſelves by fervent Prayer th 
God's Tuition and Protection through the Night, 
even to the Protection of he»! that keeps fat, wh 
neter flumbers nor fleepr. You cannot ſlecp in Sat 
7 unleſs God watch for you; for, white y2 eie 
ceping, there are many 3 and evii Spiri 
about you, ſeeking your Hurt; and you have 0 
Friend then but God to look ro you: You are then 
both inſenſible of pour Danger, ard unable % Hel 
wour ſelf. Pray then that God may et 4 Hedge 4. 


bout you, that Satan cannot break through, vd flat 
be 1 appoent bis Angels io pirob bei. Tous 


6441/8 
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ond avout you, and all you have. Pray that God 
lin ſelf may watch over you, while ye are fleeping; 
nd may keep you from being diſturbed or defiled 
by cvil Dreams, or Imaginatiens in the Nigli. 
Would ye have your Reſt refreſhing, your Sleep 
ſweet, and your Dream rftrntteng, and God him- 
to be your Keeper and Guard in che Night? 
Then clofe this day with fervent and believing Pray- 
or to God in Chriſt : He wrre a foolefb Governor of 
1Ciry, that would betake himſelf to Reſt, before he 

fer the Vc for the Ciry's Safeguard. | 
V. Endeavour to lie down this Night with thank- 
% Hearts ro Ged 5 let us bleſs God for the Sab. 
bach, and toc all the Mercies of it, etpecially for 
the joyful Sound of the Goſpel; and the News of 

Chriſt, But, O! let us not be content with hearin 

the joyfu! Sound; without knowing the ſame, wit 
the News of Chriſt, without an Intereſt in Chriſt, 
with Chriſt revealed to us, without Chriſt reveal- 
ed in u. Let us not be like fooliſh Children, that 
play by the Light of that Candle, which is ſet up 
tor the. preparing tor going to Reſt ; leſt the Light 
be ext1nguiſhed, and we go at laſt to the Bed of the 
Grave, n the Darkneſs of Sin and Sorrow. Have 
je any comfortable View of your Intereſt in Chriſt? 
Ur had ye any Thing of his Spirit or Prefence this 
ay in the Ordinances ? Then rejoice in God, and 
147 wich the Pſalmi ſt, Zleſs the Lora, 0 my Souts 
aud forger ut all his Benefits : Return uno thy 
Reſt, O my Soul; fer the Lord hath dealt Boum 
july Twit; hee : | 
Again, Bleſs God for Health and Peace to lis 
down With : Some are ſo diſtrefled, they dare not 
ae down tor Lack of Breath ; others are chaſed from 
tacir Pads and Dwellings by the raging Sword or Pe- 
inlence and behald, I may lie down without any 
© me afraid. | | 
5 urther, let us bleſs the Lord that we have warm 
Reds to 12 on, and not the cold Ground, with a u_ 
* r 
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1 Of ſecret Duties 


for our Pillow, as Jacob had. Many f Gt), gy 
Saints, of hom the World was not rb wer 
put to lie in Deng and Cres of. the Le, Reb 
xi. Nay, the Son Man had not leres lar b. 
Head, while he lived in this urgrateful 175114 
Wonder at his Humiliation, aud fiy. Had it ga 


4 
LW 


been for him, initead of a refreſhing Bed, migh 
have been lying lown this Night in the Flames 6 
Hell. 

VI. It is very proper this Nigh t, AS woll as cvei 
Night, to lie down with Thoughts of Death and E 
ternity : 7hink, Now | have one 8 bbath Jef 1 
live in the 7/orld ; and, O! that thereby 1 may h 
a Sabbath-day's Fourney neare: Heaye, wire | 
ſhall celebrate an &r2rndl Sabbath, that will reve 
draw near an End. O! to be there where there. 
no Sleep, no Night to interrupt the Saints Comm 
nion with God.----- When you are putting aff your 
Clothes, thin, The Time is near, when you mu 
put off this earthly 'Tabernacle.—--- When you 1 
aſide your Garments, thzvk, So muſt ] thortly lay 
aſide the Garment of this Body. © ! mz; | whe 
expect immediately to be clothed upon with G 
and Immortality; and, ſhall 1 not long tor wu 
Time? This Body, in its beſt State, is bur 4 Priſua 
o a believing Soul, and detains it from iis Happ. 
neſs, Plato, tho a Heathen, had ſack clear Ap 

rehenſions of the Immortality of the Soul, that le 
laid to one that {cd highly, Phat men yer! at 
«our Priſon fo ſtrong: AmlaBeliever ing it, aud 
Hall not I be looking long through the Grat of Mor: 
tality, till the Jaylor come, and open my Frilon 
door, knock off the Fettcrs of Sin, . and +: mo t 
Liberty, that I may with Joy fie to my voters! 
Reſt ? Moreover, hin, bow willing we are to put 
off our Clothes at Night, that we may {+ to Ret 
eſpecially when we are weary, and wif and , 
O chat I were in a Condition «© put off the Bot) 
at Death, with as great Willingnets and Saule e 


and. 


this jav- 1 40 2Fnocle. Me. Doa, A holy Man, ſaith, 
V Parents ſhould tell Children, who have playea 
„ day,that they muſt go to Bed : they begin i crys 
a1 how Reluttancy Dat 4 labouring Alas; 2 glad 
when Nezht comes, that he may go 19. Reſt - $0 
(s he) t0 the WICked, <who hade mi ſaſ pen: the 
day of 1122 T ife, Death is an nnqxelcome Gueſt ; 
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with Paul, long to be diflolved, and to put off 


ue rho Godly are 10ffed and wwearted an this World, 
and therefore are content to go to the Bed of rhe 
cer the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and 
- the weary be at Reit, Job 111. 1. S 2004- 
teren, £2:an Wwearies them, the wicked weany 
them, $ick roſs aud Crofts weary them, and Chriſt s 
Hence aries them of the Mild; aud u Mon- 
vr they dere to be at Reſt from all theſe 1 b 
it. | | 
When you ſee Four ſelf ſtript of your Clothes, 
bank, Naked came I into the WW:rld, and vale 
Pall T retrirn 5 I can carry nothing hence of all my 
earthly *njoyments. Lord ! let me never chute 
my Portion in theſe Things I muſt leave erernally be- 
bind mc. Let I/orldlangs reflect on this: All thoſe 
Thing for which ye have toiled and Jaboured for 
many Years, ye muſt leave in one Night, Zuke xit. 
20. Nothing of all your earthly Treaſures can ye 
carry alot with you to another World, unleſs it be 
the Ruit thereof, to witneſs againſt you, and eat vp 
guur Souls 27 4 Canker to all Eternzty, according to 
James v i, . Whatever be your Enjoymenta 
bere, remember Death ſtands as a Porter at the 
Gate of Eternity, to ſce, that, ar ye brought nothing 
into the World, ye carry nothing ous of zt, 1 Tim. 
*. a Cohn and a Winding-ſheet ſhall be the moſt 
* it, You may imagine what a broad Look the 
Poor $94 will give then to theſe Things he made his 
Treaſurc here. O! (will it fay) muſt I paßt for 
Jer with all my Riches? Muſt I be ſet naked a- 
lore ic. Eternity, having nothing to relicve me? 
R „ Muſt 


. * 
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Muſt I ſuffer an everlaſting Famine ? a 5,41 
the World's Treaſnres do not paſs curren: in int 
Forld ; they cannot there purchaſe you «ny Reliet 
or buy fo much as 0:2e Drop of Water to col the fl. 
ming Tongue. oy” 
Let the lying down in your Bed, and covering 
os with Clothes, put you in Mind of vu; lying 
own in the cold Grave, and your being covered 9 
with Earth. Look on your Bed as a om er 8e. 
ne and every Night before you nter inte {+ 
eck Reconciliation with God, and tew Digg. ori 
of his Love in Chriſt, as y would do, if going tt 
your Grave. How fad is it to be dying without 
Chrift, and God reconciled through Him ! — 
Again, think cr ſay, O! at rhe Grape may les 
Bed of Reſt ro me, upon the Account of Chriffs ly 
zug there: The Grave is becgme a Hen of Ro: 
70 Selie vers, by the Roſe 40 Sharon's Iyirg down 
in it. Chriſt hath hereby ſwectned and perfumed 
it for them., Am a Belicvcr, and ſhall 1 fear to 
Jie down in my Redeemer's Bed? O Iclierrr 
chou mayſt every Night ſay, with the 2/1 
evell both lay mc down in Peace, aud fled ; fi. 
thor, blefled Lord, only makeft me to dere in Safe 
ty. Pfal. iv. 8. When you are laid down, comune 
0% pour own Hearts upon your Buds, and, with the 
Plalmiſt, remember God upon your Bui, nid med! 
tate on bim in the Night-watches : And, it thou 
eanſt fall aſleep with ſome heavenly Meditation 1 
your Thoughts, your Sleep will be more feat, your 
Dreams more comfortable, and your awak ing tac 
more refreſhful : And, in a ſpecial Manner, det us 
endeavour, on the Sabbath Night, that, as we began 
this day with the delightful Remembrance of Chris 
Refurrection, ſo to cloſe it with the cheerful F.xpe- 
ctation of Chriſt's ſecond Coming, and ovr 4W4ing 
and riſing from the Grave to meet him. = 
- ' (118 


Chriſt is ſaying, Surely I come quickly ; 


we 


9 
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we may be in Caſe, this Night, 0 anſwer, Amen. 
kyer * come, Lord Feſus. 


ul! 

8 mmerving our Carriage after the Sabbath is over. 
- Hus have I finiſhed the ſecond general Head in 
ing this 2227 2(Tzon, 978. What 18 requiſite in per- 
WH Grming the D11zes of the Sabharh, when it is come? 
WE it rom ain char I ſhould ſpeak a Word to the Third, 
gf mis. What is incumbent on us at the End of the 
„lab, or when it is paſt ? 

1 When the next day cometh, and we are again to 
0 MJ fall to our week ly Employments, we ought to retain 
wn WY lively In preſſions of the preceeding day's Vor- on 


oer Spirits, and not ſoon forget what we have ſeen 
„„en heard on the Sabbath. In the finſt Place, let 
1 WT 5 repent for the Sins and Short-comings of the Sab, 
„, and beg Pardon thereof from God, that we go 
bor about our work!ly Employments, with the Guilt 
ed ef the Sa νfε Sins upon us, let they bring 
Wl 5 Curie upon the Wirks of our Hund. 


Again, lor us pray and endeavour to bring much of 
| a Sabbarh day's Frame into the Buſineſs of the 
„iet, end retain much of it through the Meek, 
det ſo we may be the fitter for che next Sabbath, 


bea, anden Cafe ro long for it: This would be & 
bear Way to obtain 4 Bleffing on the Labours of the 
4 el, and to profper the Works of our Hands. Oh! 
on WW e bring fo much of the Veel with us into the 
in WW $4047, and will we bring nothing of the Sabbath 
rich us nta che FPeeb ? O! let us ſtudy to be fo 
he une Spirit o the Lord Hday, as to walk in the 
us WI pirit all che Miet thereaſter, mindful both of the 
n bbach paſt, and of the Sabbath next enſuing, 
1 Wi P=cauſe ir is faid to us every day, Remember the 
- Wl $#/5214-4ay, that yo may keep it holy, Had we 
ng i i of Sabbarh-day's Thoughts on Feck-days, 
n then Nel day Thoughts would leſs trouble us on 
at dadbat! d ys. 5 


e | Fen DIRE CTh 


at Religion, fear, drink arunk, &c. But remetr Wil + 


ed 2gainlt the one, 4s well as the other. he flow 
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DIRECTION A 


Concerning the particular Sins, whereby thy * 
fication of the Sabbath is bindred, or the 041. 
bath profaned. | 


ö 
If we would duly fanftifie the Zord' e nw, 
muſt conſcientiouily guard againſt, and ita; 
from ali theſe Sins which are oppoſite thereuns 
whether they be Sins of Omiſius or Commilkyn 
Sins of the Heart, of the Tongue, or of the Zi. 


— — —— — — —O "IRS 


Of Sins Omiſſton oa the Lord'i-42y 


1. 1 Shall begin with Sins of Omiſſio, and Weglett 

of the Dutiet of the dal lath. Therc ate ms 
ny, alas ! that make this altogether an dle diy; 
they conſume it away in doing nothing, 21d keep it 
no better than do the Beaſts ; they abilain from th 
Works of Religion, as much as from the Forks of 
heir Calling, never confidering that the ds da 
is profaned by Sloth and Idlencts, as wet! 25 by fer 
vile Labour or immoral Actions. Ther: arc may -:. 
who place all their Religion in Negaztyer, like the 4 
Pharaſeesr, Luhe xviii. 11, and faoliinly rhink u 
be juſtified by their Negative Holineſs: / vr ,. 
wrong d my Nezghbour, (lay fome) 7 «cd not mul e 


ber, a Man may abſtain from Evil, and yet g ,, /;.. 
Hell for not doing Good, Math. iii. io. A 1M „, 
is cut down for bringing forth no Fri, acorn , ;. 
for bringing forth bad Fruit. It is a5 danger WY 
not to do Things commanded, as to do Thing; . vor 
bidden, Marth. xx lil. 23. There is 2 Wo proven Wi ,;. 


M1 
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tal Servant is reckoned & wicked Servant, Matth. 
iy”, 26, and adjudged to utter Dark ueſs, as well as 
„her. Wherefore beware of profaning the Lord's- 
day by Idleneſs, or neglecting of the publick, pri- 
vate, or ſecrer Duties above-mentioned, which are 
ecquifire on this day: And, in a ſpecial Manner, 
beware, 

Firſt. Of neglecting the hearing of the Word this 
4 or h eing the Hfbmblie of God's People up- 
en it, Wha: Madneſs is it to flight the Mean of 
ſaving your Lives, and delivering your Souls from 
Hell? What Contempt is it of Chriſt's Bowels of 
Mercy ? If a great King ſhould ſend an Amhaſſa- 
dor to 4 condemned Malefactor, with Offers of a 
Yomiffion, would it not highly exaſperate him, if 
he refuſed fo much as to hear him? O! what 
may Cod lay to ſuch fooliſh Sinners in the day of 
their DPiſtroſs, when they cry to him? May he not 
{end you to the Gods ye have ſerved, and tell you, 
Te ni not come and hear me, ben 1 ſent moſt. 
grace Eropoſals of Peace ts you, neither will J 
bear bo now. With what Torture and Anguiſh 
will ve e:rnally reflect on your Folly ? It ye could 
now be lay your Ear to Hell's Door, and hear ſuch 
Coſpel- U ghters crying out againſt their Sin, it would 
make your Hearts tremble. Suppoſe ye heard them 
lay, 0 2f Teme could be recalled, abba, would ws 
fre 10 hear one Gofpel-ſermon from the moſt deſÞt- 
jea Minefter Hod many Miles would we go. Tea, 
we 71994. run from Sea to Sea; to hear oe encou- 
ages Soatence from Chriſt's Mouth, or his Meen- 
gors av, ace would be content to ſuffer a thonſang 
z HDarkucſi for one day's Gaſpelligbt, a tho 


Jand Years Puruing for one day of the Son of Man, 


many "itt 6 of we Hav nezletieh But, Oh ! there 
% 20 dope, ihe Seaſon ts loft, the Sentence paſt, ang 
e 4e 7/7couer ably nden. How will the Devils 
wondar at your Folly, and eternally upbraid you 


* 
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I. Be- 
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this terrible Threaming, Pour our thy Fry 1 * 
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H. Beware ot neglecting Family-dutic; cn che 
Sabbath : The fourth Command binds Malen of 
Families to be careful hereof ; yer, alas! how ſad: 
ty are they neglected ? In many Places 90 Family. 
S or Prazſesr, no Fami ly-Inſi ct, be 
Family Reading of God's Word, inſtead of delicts. 
zng in the Law of the Lord, which i the Chars. 
cter of the blefled Man, P/al. i. 2. It is laid by x 
a ſcaled Book, The Duſt which many ufer the“. 
Bibles to gather befide them, will be « feartul 777 
neſs againſt thEm one day. But, more partic ularly 


. ſpeak, 
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Of the Heil of neglecting Family-d'1ticr 


Firſt, To deter you from the Neglect of Lui 
wr ſhip, confider in what a miſerable vine prayer. 
teſs Familics are; the Spirit of God as them 
into the ſame Category with the Heather ut brow 
nr God, Fer. x. 25. For how ſhould the ie 
of Chriſtians be diſtinguiſhed from thole ot 
and Pagans, but by the Badge of Family vori 
Without this Badge, then, you are raked in with 
Heathens, or Perſons Fecommunicate, i. c ſuch as 
arc caſt out of the Church into the Deril Hong: 
for of ſuch Chriſt ſaith, Let him be to ther ar 1 


Heathen.-—-- Again, conſider what is there threat- 


ned againſt you; a black Cloud continually hang: . 


ver your Families, ready every Moment £67 ont 
Wrih and Fury ufo: you, not in ſmall Drop, but 
in great Showers, to overwhelm you at once, from 
which vour Houſey cannot defend you, tho' then 
Foundations were on a Roch, their Walls of Aral, 
and their Doors of Iron: For, while ye ate with 
out, Family-Prayer, you want a Roof to #17 5 1 
Shower of Wrath, and lie night and day expotcd dd g 
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te Heathen that know thee not, and pon the Fa- 
ils that call not on thy Name. It is not ſimply 


ic upon prayerleſs Families, and the Hort of their 
Haar. Neglect of Prayer doth uncover the Roof, 


it is like che * fgea is made of ſrz/þ Oak, which 
no venemous Spider will touch, nor lodge in. Fa- 
n etſhi duly performed, diſlodges Sin and 
Vice; nay, it diflodges the Devi alto : And, for 
theſe Houſes that are haunted with evil Spirits, hat- 
cer other Reaſon may be given for it, no doubt this 
is ne ; God's Hyrſbig hath not been duly performed 
therein. And tho' the Dez?! doth nor appear in a 
riüble or audible Manner, yer he certainly haunts 
prayerleſs Houſes ; for he hopes for large Draughts 
out of them. Why? Sz and Hickedneſs are fair to 
reign there, Malice, Pride, Deceit and intempe- 
ance will bear Sway; Swearing, Curſing and Lying 
wil be the Language of che Houte, and the Children 
Wil carp it betimes : Bur when Prayer is introdu- 
ed into a Family, theſe Vices are baniſhed, and 
Satan removes: For either Prayer will make you 
give over finaing, or finning will make you give over 
praying ; they cannot dwell well together. But 7he 
Wie which the uncicat Spirit finds empty of Pray- 
T0 oi Feept and garuiſted for him, and 4 


* 


*. 
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-F alu of Vices to enter and dwell du. It God's 
| A} — 

e not in the Houſe, ve may write, Lord 
K Mercy upon 45, upon the Door, as they- uſe te 


do 
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do, when a Houle is ſhut up with the Plugus, Why 
can we expect in a prayerleſs Houſe, but the Plague 
and Curſes of God? Abraham expected no God 
in a prayerleſs Place; therefore, ſays he, of Gy; 
Gen. xx. 11. Surcly, the Fear of God 7s at jy hi 
Place; they will lay me, &c. What a miſcts) 
Place or Houſe muſt that be, where God's Feat ir 
not ? Surely it muſt be a Sink of Sin, « Butt 6 
Wrath, à Cage of unclean Birds, and a Habitate 
of Devils. | 

O Maſters of Families, will you pity che Souls 
of your Families, tremble leſt their Blood be Hund 
in your Skirts; when a Child or Servant ies on 
of your Family, it will be {ad if Conſcience have l 
to tell you, Here one bas. died out of your Hoh 
ot whom you never prayed; you dre rovether, 
eat together, wrought together many Tears, bu 
you never prayed together ; and what if his Soil 
be gone to Hell thro your Neglef{ ? whit of bis 
Flood be charged on ou? how will you ailfuer {'v 
#t ? who knows, bit if be had ſeen and feurig 
fray, your words ava Example might have Mode 
bim to go znts a ſecret Corner and pray jor li 
Soul, and ſo he might have been fingng wth the 
Saints in Heaven, inſtead of howling ul the 
Damned it: Hell. 

But if it be ſo melancholy when they dic from 
vou, ſurely it will be far worſe when you come to 
die your ſelves, You have all your days kept your 
Families Godleſs and Prayerleſs ; well, what Ac 
counts will ye give of your Stewardſhips, when Ye 
may be no longer Stewards? And what Anguii” 
do ys think, will ſeize on you, when, with £2295, 
vou ſhall feel your ſelves in Hell, and than beg 
{not before) to lift up your Eyes to Heaven, and for 
the Godly praying ones, whom you deſpiicd, aHar 
of, and a great Gulf fixed betwixi you 2nd them: 
And alſc, when you ſhall ſee theſe of . 2748 
ere Families, whom ye ruined by your Fang 
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and In%ucnce, brought down to the fame Place off 
Torment to increaſe your Miſery, and add Fuel to 
vour Flames. O Maſters of prayerleſs Families, 
think on theſe Things in Time: 

Oh! will neither the Fear of Hell, nor Hopes of 
Heaven perſwade you to Family Prayer? I am 
ſure far ' Jeſs would do it, could Ig ſſure you, that 
the daily Performance of it would gain you an E- 
{tate of Ten Thoufand Merks a Year, ye would try 
it «s ye can, and be punctual in i: too; ye would 
% 1072 pretend Multitude of Buſineſs, want of 
Timc, Gifts or Confidence; and are ye ſo Athe- 
ical, as to prefer a Hite of the World to Heaven? 
Or ſuppoſe there were ſtrict Laws made, that for 
every Lime ye neglected Prayer, ye ſhould be 
throw: into a Deu of Lions, as Dauiel was for 
praying; or that ye ſhould loſe a Finger of your 
Hard, or but pay an Hundred Merks of Fine, 
would yc nor pray as you can, and find Time tor it 
allo, racher than loſe your Life, Finger or Money? 
And are not the Laws of God more ewtul and ſtrict 
than the Laws of Men? ls not Hell's Dungeon, or 
a Jen ot Devils, more terrible than a Den of Lions? 
Arte not Hell's Torments more feartul than the Lofs 
of a Finger? Is not the Wrath of the Great God 
more *readful than a Fine? Oh ! will not the Fear 
o God prevail more with you than the Fear of 
Man ' Remember Daniel's Zeal for Family Prag- 
er, who chuſed rather to be caſt to the Lions, before 
be would forbear ir for one day Oh! what ſhall 
ve lay of theſe, who will rather venture ro be an 
cternal Prey to the roaring Lion, than be at this 
Pains for Salvation to themſclves or cheir Families; 
but ou may hear in their Houſes Twenty Oaths for 
one Crayer, | 
II. Conſider the great Sin of neglecting F:mily 
fo/ir6/;0m upon the Sabbath, which alas! is 46 
common, by reaſon whereof, many Children and 


| Servant, are ignorant, prayer leſs and graceleſs: Theit 


Parents 
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Parenis and Maſters do not teach them to read g 
inſtruct them concerning the Principles of Religion 
they neither pray for them, nor direct them ho, 
to pray for themſelves. Is the Knowledge of Chrift 
4 Choice and excellent Treaſure? And ii! T 
with-hold it from rheſc whom ye Love, ſeeing it 
will not make you the Poorer, but the richer te 
communicate it to them? It is the Commend: 
tion of Abraham that he both made 7 He! 
uod God's ways, and commanded them 19 ol ſerce 
the ſame, Gen. xviji. 19. and do you ever think t 
land in Abraham's Bolom, that will not tread jn 
Abraham's Foot ſteps? Have ye no Pity or Com. 
Paſſion on them that are Bone of vour Bone, and 
Fleſh of your Fleſh ? Where are the yerving »f 
our Bowels towards their preciovs Souls that are 
in a {ſtarving and periſhing Condition for lack d 
knowledge? Will ye be like the cruel Ofr3cher, 
Fob xxxix. that are hardned againſt their youne 
Ones, and leave them to be deſtroyed after they 
bring them forth? Wall you in like manner bring 
forth your young ones, and then careJetiy leave 
them to be a Prey to the Devil, and eternally to 
be torn in pieces by him? Are ye indifferent 4 
theſe that come forth of your Loins, aud whom 
e profeſs to love io dearly, whether they live 
with the bleſſed Jeſus in Heaven, or with the curſed 
Dervfls in Hell: Remember, O Farents, who ne 
glet the Education of your Children, G d may 
puniſh you for it, even in this World, by thcir un 
natura] and undutiful Carriages to you in o Age, 
whereby they may bring down your gray Hairs with 
Sorrow to the Grave; and no wonder the they 
make no Conſcience of their Duty to you, who 
made no Conſcience to teach them their Duty © 
God. Remember alfo, how many Children bo”? 
been brought to a miſerable End in this World 5 
the Negligence and Untaithfulneſs of their Parroti 
this way; ſome going to the Gibbet have bireer'y 


reflected 


— AS 0 
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fed on their Parents as the cauſe of their Ruin, 
for giving them ſuch a bad Example, and not in- 
gructing them in the time of their Youth, But a- 
bore al! confider, how your Children and Servants, 
may riſe up and accuſe you at che Bar of* God at 
the great Day, and ſay, Lord, there ſtands my 
Father, thre ſtands my Maſter, he never raught 
ur, prayed with ut, or for us 3 he necl-(ted Prayer, 
cube he lied, he brake the Sabbath, and ſo 
did d after his Example. It as true, wwe are 
{lv condemned, but yer we periſh thro' their Ne- 
get, our Blood is th. therr Heads. O Parents, 
will it not make you ſpeechleſs, and ſting you to 
the Heart © hear your poor Children crying out a- 
rainit you in that day? Saying, Had ye noticed 
our Souls as well as our Boazes, had ye been as 
cart fil to reach 1s the Knowledge of God, as of ſuch 
a Trade, it had not been «vath us as ar is this Day; 
e had not now ſtood trembling in Expedctation of 
that dreadful Doom, which it juſt ready to be paſt 
pon 1:5. Curſed be the Man that begat us, and the 
Paps that game us ſuck 5 it 2s to you Te 0w our 
eternal Rin and Miſery. O negligent Parents, 
what Horrour and Confuſion will then ſeize you in 
that great and terrible day of the Lord, to hear 
"ach a Charge from your Children; but much 
more to hear God charge you with their Blood 2 
nd lzy, O wnnatural Wretches, behold how many 
prects:ns Souls ye neglected and rumed, whoſe 
Hahpencls ye were bound to procure by fo 
many Tyre of Duty aud Aﬀettion 3 they were I- 
rant; and ye inſtructed them nor ; they rere 
Prayerisjs, aud ye taught them not; they were 
Uhreſtleſs, and ye piryed them not; yea, ye not ouly 
neglected to give them good Inſtruftion; but ve 
gave then bad Example; ye ſevore, lied, ſpoke ob- 
(cenely, broke the Sabbath, mocked Religion, &c, 
aud {2 :hey have followed you to Hell, to be an Ad. 
Rt; to your Torment There for ever. © 
| Would 
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Would you then prevent this ſad Reckoning. og 
be found with your Children upon the Judge's righ 
Hand? ſce that ye inſtruct them and pray tor them 
O Fathers? would ye wiſh to have your Chit 
Oren well provided, then lay up a Stack 01 Pravery 
tor them, both Family and fecret Prayer: This 
is a Stock that would not be ſoon ſpent, ray, 4 
will be bringing them in ſomething, hen ye «ws 
dead and rotten. O Morhers ! Your Bodies travelled 
in Pain at their firſt Birth, let your Souls travel in 
Pam for their ſecond Pirth : Where is your mother. 
ly 'Tenderneſs towards the Fruit of your Womb! 
Would ye not be ſorry to hear thein ſcreeching, « 
ſee them frying in Hell's Flames without Reme- 
dy? Then do what lies in your Fower to pre 
vent it. | 


III. Beware of neglefing ſecet Dirie this day, 
ſuch as were afore- mentioned, and particu.aily 
Prayer, if thou be one, O Sinner, that reſtraineſt 
Prayer before God this day, it is @ black Mark of 
a graceleſs Heart; for a Spzrit of Grace nnd Süß 
Plication go itill together. As Difficulty of Breath 
ing, and Painfulneſs in Speaking, are Symptoms © 
A fick Body, ſo Averfion to Prayer is 4 {ad Sign of 
a ſick Soul; for Prayer is the Soul's Heath and 
Speech to God, Lam. iii. 56. — Again, conſider the 
Danger of living in the Neglect of this Duty; 
If Satan might have his Wiſh againit thee, (ih 
one) it would be this, T hat thou might-(i lead 4 
prayerleſs L:fe, for then he is as ſure of thee, 451 
Recbber is of 2 Traveller, whom he hath faſt bound, 
lying in a Ditch, and his Mouth Ropp'd that be 
cannot cry for Help; O prayerleſs Sinner, con. 
ſider, Satan has thee faſt bound, and is juſt ready 
to murder thee, and wilt thou not cry to God for 
Help ? -— - Moreover, think what « brutiſh Tag 
it is to live Prayerleſs, as alas many do, they 1119 
like the Beaſts in the Morning, they work with ade 
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beats all day, and ly down like Beaſts at 


ben they begin to cry like the Beaſts when the 


Knife is at their Throat. Conſider, O Man! why 


God hath given thee a Countenance erected to- 
wards Raven, and hath not made thee to creep on 
if! Four, as other Creatures, with their Backs to 
f-iven, and Mouths to Earth: But to teach thee, 
wat thou art made to converſe with thy Maker, 
ind have Intercourſe with Heaven, and that the 
World's Husks are not fit Food for thy Soul. We 
would pity a poor Man that were ail bowed to- 
gether, aud forced to go like a Beaſt upon Hands 
md Feet, with his Eyes always to the Earth: 


And is it not à more pitiful Spectacle to ice a Soul 


that is a Sparkle of Heaven, and created for Com- 
munion with God, fo crippled with Ignorance and 
earthly mindedneſs, as ſtill to be poring and grove- 
ling upon the Earth, without looking up to God 
e Maker and Happineſs ? 


——— * 


Of Sins Cemmiſſiun on the Lord's Day. 


II. la the next Place I proceed to Caution you a- 


painſt $725 e by which the Lord's- 


417 is too commonly profaned: And theſe are 
ther lr ward or Outward. 


i. Of tnward Sins of Commiſſion. | 
119-4 Sins, or Heart Sins, ſhould be carefully 
guarded againſt this day, as being moſt provoking 
dur Souls ; finfal Thoughts arc an Abomination to 


Cod every day, Pro. xv. 25. but more eſpecially 


this day, Thoughts are as loud in God's Ears as 
Words ; and he commands 2vel Zhoughts to be 
Oclaken, as well as evil Ways, it we would have 

| Pardon: 


Licht, aud never mind to look up to God, till he 
wy them on their Backs upon a Death- bed, and 


* 
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Pardon: z. Iv. . Wherefore let us get renewed 
and ſanctified Hearts, and overaw them with the 
Thoughts of God's Preſence and Omniſciencs 
Let us imagine this day, that we hear the Souny 
of the laſt 'Trumpzi, and fee the Throne ſet wg 
God calling for an Account of Hearts; (rr in tha 
day he will jydge Hearts as well Lives) wd 
when any evil Thought breaks in, , n 
zf God who fees thir, ſhould preſently call me » 
Account ? Let us keep a conſtant watch wer dn 
Hearts this day, ſtriving to crufh all finful I Hub 
in the Bud, and at their firſt riting, cry out fy 
God's Help. --— Let us be ſenſible what a Mai 
of Villany is in the Heart, Jt ig deſpera'ely cuicbeſ 
as Jeremy faith ; yca, our inward Part ir cen 
FB ickedneſs, Pfal. v. 9. Hence it was that Znther 
profeſt, That be feared bis Heart more than the 
Pope or the Cardinal And Angry/i:ur prayed, 
Libera me, Domine, a meifſo. The Heart is like 
the Trajan Hyirſe, out of whole Belly proceeded 
armed Enemies; ſo out of the Heart proceed 
all evil words and Actions, Matth. xv. 19. It u 
the corrupt Fountain, from whence all the irpurs 
Streams of actual Sin do flow : Therefore we 
Thould look narrowly to it. | 

Bur beſides incident evil Thoughts, we have 
many evil Habits and Plagues of Heart, that we 
Mhonld guard againſt on the Sabbath, being ſuch # 
nrofane the day, and hinder the Sanctihcation 
It : Particularly, | 

Iſt, Ar heiſm, and Misbelief of God's Truths: 


If this harbour or prevail in us, we can cn 0 


Profit by the word read or preached thi: day. \Why Wi Wo 
do People delay or refuſe to embrace Chriſt, d 21 
leave their Sins? but becauſe they want © 8 
fixed and firm Impreflion of the Truths of the Go * 
fel upon cheir Hearts ? It is true, ve . 000 BY 
ay, that ye misbelieve any of them, but h ge ® * 


Heart-aflent to the Truth of them, which !s * 
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batter 3 YE give 90 frm inward Credit 10 the (Gr 
ſpe], and to all its Henmtomt, Commands, Threat 
„ine and Promiſes, thar they are come from God, 
ind are moſt true, certain and infallible, Were 
you once firmly perſwaded of the Certainry of E- 
ternal Lite, and Eternal Death, ye would, not ſtand 
ſo long hovefing betwixt Heaven and Hell. It 
onde 2 had firm Impreſſions of eternal Death, ve 
would preſently flee from tlie Wrath to tome! 
And if ye had a due Senfe of etetnal Life, ye. 
would um to rake hold of the Hope fer before yore, 
Heb: vi. 13. Bur alas! Nature is half blind, and 
tannot ſore afar off, 2 Pet. i. 9. To carnal Hearts 
ind Eyes there ſeems to be + Miſt upon Eternity, 
they cannot fee into another World, and they. can- 
not believe 7 Þings not ſcen. But O ! if ye would 
be Happy, ye mult ſtedfaſtly beliete the [-:mor- 
tality of rhe Soul; and a future Life; That the 
Vile 15 the reit word of God, and that the hieb 
God ſent 12.5 eternal Son Feſus Chrift into the World, 
to Hume Man's Nature, and die for to redeem 
bim from Sin and Hell. With Abhorrence renounce. 
ul doubting or unbelieving Thoughts of theſe great 
Truths, rather doubt of your own Being than of 
theſe ; believe that what now ye hear with your 
Ears, concerning a future Life and Judgment Seat, 
ye will ſhortly Tee with your Eyes: If ve do it 
not, ye rub the higheſt Affront on God that a 
Creature is capable of; for you make your Creator 
1 Liar, 1 John v. 10. This is a Sin that Devils 
ate not chargeable with, for hey belzewe and tremble. 
U Sinner! what further Confirmation of the T'rurh 
woulGit thou have from God, than he hath already 
yen nee? Thou heft his Ford, yes his Pre, 
raged by his Cath, confirmed by Meracler, and 
aled by his Son's Food, Which is far more, and 
wr furcr than either 2 Voice from Heam:n, ors 
vefſenger front He}], according to 2 Pet. I. 19. 
Lie vi, 80 Nn > 
O . 
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II. #5720778 of the Truths vou hear this da, 


* 


greatiy hindert the Sanctiffcation of it ; you em 
not prize Chriſt, cloſe with him, or follow h 


im il 
ſuch Time as ye know him. How can ſach *. 
the Goſpel, or embrace Chriſt offered therein, tha 
know not therr ruined natural Condition, „en 
Remedy thro' Chrift ? Many they know not (Vibe 
Love aud Beauty, his Ability, Sufficievcy aud Fit 
reſt in his Natures, Offices, Relations, Grace,, H. 
ret and Fulneſs. They know not the etign of 
his commng into the World; the Mauner of bi 
throughtng our Redemption by his Obedtrnce and 
Stfferings : And the Manner of applying it, and 
our getting an Intereſt therein, and the New ſſiy 
and Natire of Faith in Order thereti. For u 

t as many have Faith in their Mouths, they 
know not what it ie, they are ignorant what it 1s tt 
receive Chriſt as a Surety and Saviour, as 4 Prief 
and King; and therefore many Goſpel Scrmors 
and Sabbaths are intirely loſt to them. 

O Sinners ! confider the Danger of norati, 
it is 3 Soul- murdering Sin, Hof. iv. 6% Profle 


arc. deſtroyed for lack of Knowledge. Io nx 


think your Iguorance will excuſe you at 4 Ttiby 


nal, or fave you from Hell: No, it will rather as 
gravate your Sin and Condemnation, to be found 
Ignorant in & Land where the Light ines & 
plentifully about you. Ignorauce will be to fat 
| tro: keeping off Wrath from you, that 64 tl 
you it is a ſpecial procuring Cauſe o, and 
makes you more miſerable than es, © 
cording to Iſa. xxvii. 11. This is A Ne of . 
Jnder ſtauding, therefore he that made 
not have Mercy on them; and he that fin 
Hem, will ſhew them no Favour. —_ 
Again, as 1gnorance is a damning Gin in gel 
ſo it 1s the fruitful Mother of many other Sins cd 
Luſts, according to 1 Per. i. 14. What ie nd Ref" 
n why mauy S'vear, Lie, Cheat, break tho 
| at”, 
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bath, drink Drunk, commit Uncleannefs a flight 
Ordininces, neglect Prayer in their Families and 
ier in their Sins, without repenting 
or geeing to Chriſt? It is becauſe of their Tgnor anuce 2 
They are ignorant of God, his infinite Juſtice and 
bly Nature, the Evil of Sin, and whar Chriſt hath 
ered for Sinners : They know not What Rege- 
lerstion, Repentance and Faith are, for all the 
feak of them: And how then can they practiſe 
bo, ar cry to God for them? 


Ohi-cion. 0 ! ſay ſome ignoramt Creatures, ma- 


u have Knowledge, that make no good Uſe of it: 
fea, they are more Graceleſi and Profane thats 


1 
* 


7 | 1 
An fever. All this is too true, and theſe Wi 4 
have « ſad Account to make one day, for finning a- 
gainſt ſo much Light : But this will be no Help to 
you, for Profanity kills them, and {gnorance Kills 
you; they die of one Diſeaſe, and you die of aro- 
ther; od vour Diſeaſe is as ſure to kill as theirs, 
For you to reject Knowledge, becauſe ſome who 
have it abuſe it, and periſh ; is as ridiculous, as for 


you to fay, Becauſe many die who have both Food 
and Phyack, and Plenty of Means for preſerving 


Life, | will uſs no Means for preſerving my Life 
tall; for whoever die, you art ſure to die: They, 
that have both Food os Phyfick may die, but they 


that have none af them cannot live. So, whoever” 
. ignorant Perſons are ſure to periſh ; for they: 
now not their . they cannot make uſe, of 


the Means of Life. O! ignorant Souls, you are 
nearer Hell than others, 


md it borders upon utter Darkneſs; fo that you are, 
u were, lodging in the next Room to Hell, ha- 
ung but a weak Partition betwixt you and it, which 
Death may break down in a Moment, and let you 
pats fur ir, When an ignorant Sinner dies, there 

Soc not only Daft 19 Duſt, but Darkneſs to Dark-. 
5% „ the Darkneſs of 1 to the Darkneſs, 
| | v 


4 


ur State is Dar tnt. 


— 
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of Hell: And is not this a fearful State for you in 
continue in? what Madneſs is it for you to do it, 
when Chriſt is daily inviting you to come to the 
Light ? | 
O'! Ignoratit Sinners, why ſhould ye continue in 
your Ignorauce, more than theſe of your Rank In 
other Places, who can diſcourſe moſt {enſibly of the 
Principles of Religion, and the Concerns of their 
Souls, and.can pray to excellent Purpoſe? Hye 
ou not rational Souls as well as they Have yoy 
not the ſame Helps and Advantages that they have, 
if you would but make Uſe of them? Aye ye na 
as capable as they? You are as ſharp and knowin 
abcut worldly Affairs as others: You know acl 
- *enough-the Rent of a Piece of Ground, the Value 
of Corn or Cattle; but alas! know nothing of the 
Worth of your Souls, of Chriſt and Pardon to them: 
| Yau are well verſed in the Art of Plowing, Son- 
ing and Reaping, and know the right Seaſons for 
then; but alas! you know not your Scafons of 
Meta: You know your Almanac li, the Fairs and 
Changes of the Moon, you know your Story-books 
and Ballads, avd, why might ye not know your 
K'>lcs as well, if ye would employ the ſame arts 
and Abilities to get Spiritual Knowled;e? Have 
ye nor great Plenty of the Means of Anonicaye, 
F ve "would but attend them, and make Uſe & 
gem? | 
' ObſeRion. Pur I cannot read the Hille, leu 
ſhall I learn Knowledge ? 
Anferer. You are at à very great Loſs indeed, it 
is bard to get ignorant Perſons inſtructed that canndt 
rend: You ought to lament your Loſs, and be the 
, more in Prayer for the Spirzr of God to roach you 
and. make up that Loſs ; and the more deiirous 19 
hear others read, and to wait upon the pn lick Ca. 
roc hiſing: And alſo, lay out your ſelves wits all 
Care yet to learn to Read; oF 
Objection. Zu: I am 100 id 70 learn. 


Aol. 
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Hagener, Are you too old to ſeek after Chriſt, 
and Salvation? will your Age fave you from Hell 
and Wrath, if you die Chriſtleſs? will God ſparc: 
old Folk dying in Ignorance, more than the Young ? 
Many have Jearned to read, whp have been as old 
as vou; were you but willing and defirons, you 
would ſoon conquer all Diffieuſties. I have heard 
of ſome Servants who have been fo fond to Harn, 
that they have offered ro their Maſters or RA 
firefſes, to quit Part of their Meat and Fee, upon 
Condition they would teach them to Read : And, 
arc not your Souls as dear to you, as theirs were to 
them ? 

Objection. It was my Parents Fault that did 
mor te ach me hen I war young. 

Anfever. Alas that Parents ſhould be fo cruel to 
their Children when young! But, wilt not thou be 
mercifu to thy ſelf, becauſe they have been cruel ? 
Their Neglect will not excuſe thine.” As it was 
their Fault that did not learn you in Youth, ſo it is 
Yours now, if ye remain in Tgnorance, and will be 
your eternal Ruin, if ye continue wiltuily ſo: Yes, 
you wil thus not only bring your own Blood on 
your Head, but alſo the Blood of your Children 
end Servants, when ye get Families; for you will 
not be capable to inſtru them your ſelves, nor 
will ye, in all lkelthood, be at Pains to cauſe others 
do it; and fo ye will be guilry of the fame Neglect 
to your Children, ther your - Sent were gutlty of 
10 you. | | | 
a Objection, Fus I am aſhamed to be learning at 

vis Age. 

Anleuer, It is indeed « Shame for old People to 
de Hnorant, but no Shame to Leara : Lea, tho“ one 
Foot were in the Grave, and the other following, 

bu ſhould ill be learning ſomething for your Soul. 

or, what is the Moria Shame gndDerifion, to that 

wotu! Cin of Face that will befal the ignorant, 

Lhriftleſs Sinner at a day 5 Judgment, and 1 
3 ue 


Sy 2 fo — — 


of Sin paid; 
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ſuch as ſlight Knowledge, and will not be at Pa 
to learn? Read that fearful and thundering Three: 
ning, Prov. i. 26, 27, 28. which denounceth apaing 
Sinners, Puniſhment without Pity, Miſcry itt 
ous Mercy, Crying without Comfort, and Tormess 


 nvithout Eaſe. ! what is the Cauſe, ſay ye, of 


all that ſad Vengeance? See Verſe 29. Fir tha 
they hated Knowledger,$&Sc. As then ye love youtown 
Souls, and would eſcape eternal Damnation, as Ve 
would honour God and his Sabbath, fee that you 
Jearn to Read, ſeek InftruQion, and was carefully 
upon all the Means of Knowledge. 

III. Zarihly-miangedneſs doth greatly hindcr the 
Sancti ſication of the Lord ay; for when the Vs 
nities of the World are entertained, they ſo poſſeh 
the Mind, that there is no Poom lest for other 
Thoughts: The Thoughts of the Worid ſhut out 
the Thoughts of God: The Duſt and &mozk of 
this World ſo blind the Eyes of many, that the 
cannot diſcern the Beauty of Chriſt c. Hola 
tho' the brighteſt Dijcoveries be made thereof tha 
day in the Ordinances : Thus, alas! Satin defeats 
the whole Detign-of the Goſpel as to many + e the 
tho' Miniſters tell them from God's Word, ot their 
Soul's Worth, Hazard, and only Refuge in Chr, 


yet they are ſo hot in purſuing the World, they de 


not hear or think on what is ſaid. This Nan bath 
his Farm, the other his Merehandize. the other 
his Trade to look after, Luke xiv. 13. So that tact? 
is no Time in their Lives, nor Room in their Hearts 
left for Chriſt, It is in vain to tell many vi {ecuring 
a Manfion or Inheritance in Heaven; they muſt 
have Houſes and Lands on Earth. It neeclels 


to tell them of providing for their Souls; they hat 
their Families to provide. for; or to tell them of 


Heavenly Manna to their Souls, rhev muſt hate 


Bread to their Mouths. It is ro no Purpotc co tel 


them of s Way to get Juſtice ſatisfied, or (te Debt 
hey muſt have their Debis pod bo 
| 1 BE "=p 1 
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Geir Earthly Creditors. It is in vain to preſs them 
io ſeck the Favour and Friendſhip of God; all their 
Care is to get the Countenance of this or the other 
Man, that can do them Kindneſs. And fo upon 
theſe worldly Conſiderations, Chriſt the Pear of 
Pie is Aighred, the precious Sort neglected, and 
Sabbaths and Sermons are quite loſt, - 

Again, It is a groſs Prophanation of this Holy 
day, for People to allow themſelves to think upon 
their Trades and worldly Commerce, when the 
are in God's Houſe. As Chriſt whipped the Buyers 
2nd Sellers out of the Temple, when he was on 
Farth ; fo he will not ſuffer you to make the pub- 
lick Aſſemblies of his People a Place of Merchan- 
dize, by your I houghtfulneſs about worldly Gain 
and Pros Your Bufineſs in God's Houſe this day, 
is with the Great God only, and therefore you muſt 
attena to nothing but his Work and Service But 
if you indulge worldly Thoughts, you will provoke 
God, and mer ali your publick Performances. 

Be not like Martha this day, careful and trom- 
bled aborur many T beings, Things that will not «- 
vail you at the dying Hour, or thro' Eternity; but 
191tate Vary this day, fit at Chriſt's Feet, mind 
the 020 hing neceſſary, and chuſe rhe good Part, 
which [rail not be taken from you | 

Mor-over, conhder how dangerous this Evil is 
the Salvation of your Souls: It may be ſaid of 
Worldl:2-{s, compared with other Sins, as was ſaid 
of Sau and Dazud, when any one Sin Fe 275 
Thowands, this flays its Ten 7 houlands: O! 
what Havock makes it in the Viſibis Church? what 
1 Huh ſaid of the ICaclites, Erxcd. xiv. z. may 
well be applied to many profeſſed Chriſtians, T hey 
are iutaugled in the Land, the Wilderneſs hath 
ſour them in, The World, like Bira-leme, clogs 
the Scul's Wine that it cannot mount up to He- 
* Tau, like TLes's Wife, ſet out fairly for the 
var o Aeayen, but their Hearts hanker after the 
8 4 Sodom 


280 Sins oppoſite to 
Sodom of this Earth, which cauſeth them ook git 
back, back, till they periſh in the Way. 
Again, Conſider what à vain and empty Thirs 
the World is, tho obtained: It ſuits not the Na 
ture, not ſatisfies. the Defires of the immortal Gout 
It deceives all its Lovers, and in midſt f Sufkc;. 
ency leaves them in Straite. So that we -vghr re 
ther to pity, than envy a Morlaling, whoſe Hor tian 
is ſo ſmall, Happeneſs fo ſhort, Miſtake (: oreat. 
and Miſery eternal. 2 
Think what Folly it is to dig for Diet with 
Matrocks of Gold, to beſtow the precivas Aﬀecti. 
ons of our Souls, on white and yellow Clay, Hoy 
monſtrous is it ro {ee a Man, with his Head 21d 
Heatt, where his Feet hould be? To ce the 
World in the Heart and on the Throne, nd Cirift 
at che Foot-tool ? To ſee the Vs pulicfiing 
God's Room, bots week-day aud Sabbath. dap, 2nd 
etting the Service which is due to bm alone? 
ow many ate they, who, even oa the Sabbath 
day, worſhip the Zrinty of this Mord, mourioned 
hn il. 16. more than the Tyinity of Heure 
IV. Forgetfulneſs of God and Chriſt ;5 2 go 
Evil, and greatly hinders Sabbath Sa 7:/icarin 
How can theſe fanftify the Sabbath, who never 
mind the Author, ner the End of it? And ae 
there are too many who have nothing of God 10 
their Thoughts, either Sabbath-day or weck dag, 
Pſal. x. 4. Tho the Heart be fill thinking, add 
hundreds of Thoughts paſs through it cory iow 
of the day, yet God is in none of them. Strange! 
that every worldly Trifle ſhould find Ro m in 9 
Heart, and God can find ne Place in it, Wat 
the Reaſon of this? You may ſee it, % 1. 2 
they did not like" to retain God in the Kos. 
* \ Surely there is nothirg in the world the 
we have ſo frequent Memento's of, as of 30d fle 
Lan we look to the Heavens, Earth, rowers, © 
Oraſe, without minding him? K Hearbes 
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could fay, — Praſentem refert qualibet berba 


Teum. Or, how can we look to our Bodics, but 
their curious Structure ſhould preſently mind us of 
God? Yea, every Time we breathe, every Mo- 
tien of our Eungs, and beating of our Pulſe, ſhould 
be 2 Prick or Spur to us this day; and in a ſpecial 
Manner on the Sabbath day: Every Ordinance, 
every Duty, eyery Sentence, and every Word ſpo- 
ke; hy the Miniſter, ſhould mind us of God : Out 
the Matier is, the Thoughts of God are burden- 
ſome to all that live careleſs and ungodly Lives: 
They cannot think upon him, but they mind their 
udge. 

Put, O Ciſt' an, conſider what a Sin it is to 
forget God, eſpecially on his own day. If we ovght 
to ſpend every day in the fear of God, Prov. xx11, 
17. much more the Sabbath-day : what Ingrati- 
tude is it to forget him this day, that minded us 
in our le Eſtate, yea, minded us when we could 
not mind our felves? The Love of God in Chriſt, 
ſhout {wellow up all our Thoughts this day. When 
we ſeriouſly confider what Chr:/ft harh done for 
his Pecple One might think, that Chriſt would 
never be one whole Hour together out of their 
Minds, but that they ſhould carry him up and down 
in their Thoughts and Defires, that they ſhould 
ly cown with Thoughts of Chriſt at Night, and 
baye him like a Hunde of Myrrhe lying ail Neght 
berwint cheer Breafts, i. e. in their Hearts, and 
when they awake, they ſhould be ſtill cvarþ him 
That their very Dreams in the Night ſhould te. 
Taect V:t10ns of Chrift, and all their Wards fhouid 
Jawonr of ham. 

„ Anerſion to Duty is another Heart-evil, that 
binders the Sancti cation of the Sabbath : O0! 
how back ward do we find. our Hearts to the Da- 
%% of he Sabbath? How glad to put them by 
with any frivolous Excuſe? How unwilling to 
b Lod 2 Viſit on his own day? We are * ic 
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begin, and in haſte to make an End : we » Wl * 
heavy while the Duty is a doing, and glad whey it 


it is done. Many are driven to their Globen ma 
as if they were going to the Rack, or as if Pe bad 
were a Pennauct rather than a Privilege hen the 
ate conſtrained to it, to latisfy a nat” a! Conſeiery Lc 
It is rather a ſervile than a Son like e {orman L10 
I Conſcience, like a Tark-maſter, did not laſh then "i 


to their Duty, they would never perform it. Many, the 
they would father toil their Bodies whole Jap ma 


and weeks at the foreſt Labour, than ſpend one "an 
Hour in fecret upon their Knees on the Lord's dey Ma 
How ſad and lamentable a Thing is this! Is no like 
God'r Company moſt defirable ? Is it mr Cf 
admirable Condeſtenſion, and cur highe/# lonbur, der 
chat ſuch poor Worms as we ſhould be adinitted in WI ©" 
to his Prejerice? Arc we not naturally defrous of _ 
Acquaintance with great Perſons, and why % * 
back ward o Acquaintancc with the King of Hit _ 
Ten ? ls not the Sabbath a Delight to Gods Poofie? 8 N 
And fhall the Vork of it be a Drudzery is ue 68 
Objection, The Durres requiſite on this day aft 15 

fo many, they coſt much 7):fficulty and Hain v WM 
perform them, galt 
Anſwer, It is better to take Pains, than (affer Bil 
Pains ; better be bound with the Cards of Duty, >. 
than with the Chains of Darknels. The Bonds — 
of Duty are not grievous, nay, they are ur On bu 
ment, and greateſt Freedom, #/at. cxix. 45. 0 ner cu 
as Satan and the World's Service is the greateſt "I 
- Drudgery, there is Sin in the work, and Hell ti He 
wages. Alas! that many will be at ns Vans is us 
that which will bring eternal Glory, but are cf * 


tent to be at great Pains for that which will coſt & N. 
.aerna] Pains: The Drunkard, Thiet, & dulteter, ger 
run many Hazards to ſerve the Devil and wa 3 
Damnation, they luffer bodily Pains, want Sleep * 
and Reit, and weary themſelves to commit 101997 


ty. They drau iniquity with Cords, #14 7 
| A 
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with Cart Rape, Ya. v. 18. They are yoked, as 
it were, in the Devil's Plough or Car-, and he 
makes them ſweat and draw in his Service. What 
bad work, ſad wages, and a terrible Maſter have 
they * who would be hired by any wages to ſerve 
Lions and T'ygers ? Is not“ the Lent a roaring 
Lion? And, will you ſerve him that will devour 
and tear his Servants both Soul and Body, after 
they have ſerved him never ſo faithfully ? Oh! 
ſhall the Devil's Servants out-{trip, Chriſt's Ser- 
rants in Diligence and Activity? Is there any 
Maſter like CHriſt ? ls there any work or wages 
like his? Was there ever any of his Servants 4 
Loſer at his Hands? Will not his experienced 
Servants tell us, That Wiſaons Ways ave Pleaſant- 
zeſe, and that Sabvath-days Fi» is the ſweeteſt 
Recreztion ? Here they have the moſt pleaſant 
walks, che molt lightſome Proſpect the choiceſt 
Company, and the ſweeteſt Fellowſhip, Tal. xxiii. 
2, 4. Hal. I. 23. There is Heaven in Holineſs, and 
Cain in Gedlineſs 3 yo ſuch Gain or Delight to be 
tound ellewhere, Godlineſs is the moſt enriching 
Trade in the World; God's People ſometimes 
$19 mae by it on a Sabbath-day in one Hour, in 
pm: Sermon, one Promiſe, one — one Com- 
mun:on Table, one ſpiritua! Breathing, than all 
Ne rich Men of the Shire are worth, put all cheir 
Eſtates together. The world will not believe this, 
but fore 1 am, one return of Prayer, one Smile ot 
Uhriit's Face, one Look of Faith, one Grape of 
Caudum, one Glimpſe of the ꝓromiſed Land, the 
Head of vac Golzath, the Death of one Luſt, the 
Suengthning of one Grace, which may be obtained 


in thc Dutie of the Sabbath, are an abundant 


Kecompence wor all the Pains we can be at in God's 
vervice this day. They yield more Sweetnels 
WY Content to the Soul, than all the Pleaſures the 
Norld can afford; The ſmallek Gleanings of 
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ſpiritaal Joy, ate better than 2 whole V intape of 
carnal Delights. | 
But what is all this to that cterpal weigh 
A Ant of 
Glory, which is treaſured up in Heaven, for ;. 
warding the laborious Servants of Chriit ? Wha 
tan we do for fo vaſt 4 Reward ! Had the Tor 
ſaid to us, Unleſs yu be content to ſperid pu, dan 
zu ſome howling Wilderneſs, quit al woridly Ri 
cher and Pie Revs, Pine away with Powrty ar 
Fant, give the Fruit of your Bodies, fniſler Ne. 
ram, or take à dip in Hell ye fall er fu 
my Face in Glory SGurely there is none thy 
knows what it is to eſcape eternal Miſery, and in 
hetit endleſs Happineſs above, but would have 
been- willing to accept of theſe Conditions. Hoy 
much more then, when he only requires 1s to 4. 
cept of his Son as our Surety, and love him, par 
with thefe Sins that would damn us and follow him 
in the pleaſant Ways of Holineſs ;.and to do all this 
in his Grace and Strength, for he ſends none a wer 
fare on their own Charges. Say not then, 1 bare 
no Strength for fo many Duties as are required up 
an the Sabbath : Is there not enough in Chrif 
for thee ? Look with an Eye of Faith to the Powe 
and Promiſe of God in Chriſt, and every new 
Duty will bring new Strength with it; 7 cy 156 
do theſe I hinges ſhall live in then. 


VI. Hardneſs of Heart hinders the Sa ẽ•!on 
of rhe Sabbarh. Why: Hard-hearied Sinnes £2 
have no Delight in Sabbath-oork ; they are not at 
fected by the Ford; they cannot prize Chril orte. 
red in the Goſpel; they are not capable of rece'® 
iog the Goſpel Comforts. Oh ! how many luch 69 
every Sabbath appear before God Who can ft 400 
hear the molt terrible Threatnings of the #974 / 

. Curſes of rhe Law denounced againſt Sin; and dle 
Sins they are guitry of; and yet be no more cor 
cerned than the Scats they fit on, or the dead on 


. 
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e unde; their Feet. Mercies or Promiſes do not 
lure them; Judgments or Threatnipgs. do nt a“ 
um them. This is a ſad Caſe, and yet very com- 
non, 2nd few ſenfible of it. Who is complainipg 
this Plague of Heart-hargneſi, and laying the 


ebe God, laying, Ab! whar ſhall I do 
„% Sone in my Heart? A Stone in the 
j 


adder or Kidney is a woful k ain; but the Stone 
the Heart it much more dangerous and deadly 3 
et who i» pained with that, and crying to the Phy- 
ian of Souls to take it away, and give 4 Heart 
f Fleſh. | 
"0 © nu Sinner, conſider thy miſerable 
ondition 3 many 2 Stroke has been given thee by 
he Hammer of rhe Word, to no Purpoſe; many 
de Spirit's Motions haſt thou refiſted; many 4 
Knock halt thou deſpiſed. O! tremble, leſt God 
ee che over, and rake no more Pains on thee, A 
Heathen 7: 2x frembled ; the Devils tremble ; and 
pill thy Heart be unmoved ? God calls, Miniſters 
Al, Mercics and Promiſes call, Judgments and 
breatnings call, the ſounds and Blood of Chriſt 
all, and will nor thy Heart be affected? The Voice 
f the Lord is. bowerful, full of Mageſty, breakeih 
the Cedar r, ſhakerh the Wilderneſi, hath melted the 
carts of Thouſands, and yet cannot it break thy 
herd Heart? Thou batt Mountains of unpardoned 
Guilt 1ying on thee, and haſt thou no Feeling there- 
i? Remember if you be not brought to Feeling 
on, you shall be brought to it ere long, to your 
terra] Colt and Sorrow. If the Word do not war 
ken thy Heart, it is like, Death will. When vou 


begin ro draw by the Curtain of Fleſh, and look in- 
Go Eten. you will then cry, Lord ! what will be- 
od {Wane of ic for gver? If you do not awake, then toy 
nd te far, the frſt Moment of your Entry imo Eter- 


V 2277 27777 vo to you Senſes. The Bitings of 


ot” de Horn of Conſcignge will then make you feet. 
at WW be Stream of Fire and Brimſlono will melt tho | 
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bardeft Heart. The Hammer of Ju vil cher 
break the Heart, which the Hammer of 7h Ward 
could not. 0 „ a 
O then! beg of God, with the greaten Bard 
neſs, that he may give you rhe broken 77: ay: Py 
contrite Spirit; that ſo ye may have tha; accetts 
N Le Sacrifice to offer to him, which he never ye 
frowned upon, Pſal li. 17. A broker and ; coin 
Heart, O God, thou wilt not deſpite. Anguſtiu 
cauſed write this Text over his Bed, when fick 
Let us cry to God for it, who alone can give 


Gravel-Stones Men may remove, but Heart-Sr 
none can remove but God : We may as ea\ily , 
move Mountains as do this; yet we mull uſe the 
Means And therefore, look to Him sam wn 
Ha de pierced, that you may mourn : | ki) muck 
on the free Love of Chriſt, and the bed Sub. 
rings your Sins did put him to. If Chriſts Low 
and Blood will not ſoften. thy Heart, noch ing whl.-. 
Beg the Spirit of God to come and make Appl 
cation of the Blood of Chriſt, he Hoſe? SrateGoa, 
and then the Adamintine Heart will diſſolve. Cry 

Come, O Spirit of God, blow the Fire of the Wir 

dt thy on Breath, and tben it will me, Heart) 
Take this Hammer iu thy own Hand, cu i: wil 
break Rocks, Tord, wound and heal; di the Wark 
2 and effetuatly ; begin it, carry it 9, 
and fineh it: For if any of it be left for ine % uh, 
r, all be cternally undene, and I wall be loft far 
ever. ' Lord ! compleat this Work, looſe my Sond, 
thaw my Affection, and draw my Heart, and tab 
eternal Glory to thee. | 


4 


VII. Apccriſe and Formality in Dnty is op 
Mite to Sabbath Sanctifi. ation ; for God requires 
Heart- Sincerity in every Piece of Worſhif and Duty 
that we perform: Yer, O! how many arc they whs 
give God no more but the outward Man, and the 
bervich of the Body? They - draw aigh te — 
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ch their Lips oniy; they pray {6 ſuperficially,” 
if they _ 3 char God ould hear hea 
take ae that Luſt which Conſcience forces 
hem to pray againft, They are ſo careleſs of, and 
evercnt in ſecret Prayer, they would be aſhamed / 
f any ſaw them, or overheard them. A Statue on 2 


"MW onb, with Eyes and Hands lifted up, offers us 
11 wood Service as many 3 only it wants a Voice: And 
1 hat ſigniſics the Voice Without the Affect ions? A. 
na be taught to repeat ſome few Morde 


rarer; but none will call that a Prayer So ner 
her will God oon thy formal Words for Prayer. 


T t is ſpeaking, and not praying, when the Heart is 
ning le looks upon thy Worſhip, as no better 
mT | | 
An Stade play. Many wor ſhip Cod as careleſy 


$it they were Praying te an 140, that neither 
aw ner heard them: Nay, many Heathens have 
orſupped their falſe Gods, Jupiter and Mars, 
pith, greater Setiouſneſs and Devotion than you do 
he Great EH 0% Ar, Who made you and all the 
World. hy? The Reaſon of all this is, All that 
kan fork of Religion is the Name of it; and the 
mtward Form of it makes them paſs under the 
Name of good Chriſtians among Men. Tho' God 
we 2c Hyphoriſie, yet Man knows it not; and 
wt 18 e017 to them. But, O Hypocrite, conſ- 
let, the dos approaching, when God will unmask 


rene . 

1 Debate all the World. As Paul ſaid to the 
e rcd. a xxiii. 3. ſo may I ſay to thee, 
„nie ther, 1 hon whited Hall ; fo ws thy 


Faint ſh; tall of, and thy inward Rottenneſs ap- 
Far tv all. There will be no hiding of thy ſelf a- 
nog tae Crowd, no impoſing on an All ſceing God. 


rod vs 
1 0 1 eaſily diſcern 2 traiterous Fuaa under a de- 
ines Ks, a ravening Wolf under 2 Sheep's Skin, 9 
1 uudering Herod under a Pretence of Worſhip, 4 | 
ol ocricical Phariſee under « broad Phylacter;: Hg 4 


* Ipy a cifſembling Devi! under a Samuei's Mas. i" | 
der or hen he would ſhroud himſelf among. the i 
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Sons of God ; for neither the Sophiſtry of Men g 
Devils can blind Ris Eyes. dads 
Again, Let the Hypocrite think on his Folly, in 
lofing both-bis Heaven here and hereaftet, in dry, 
ing down upon him both the Hatred of the World 
and the Hatred of the God of Heaven. The World 
hates him for his Show of Religion, and God ha 
him for his Hypocriſie in it. Is it not Js mentable 
with fome Hypocrites to do fomething for Chiit, 
and go ſome Length in the way ie Heaven, and ya 
to loſs both Chriſt and Heaven, for not going one 
Step further? To be like that Scribe; A 
24. Not far from the Kingdom of God, and yet rs 
ver come thither. How ſad is it to periſh with Hex 
ven in View, and go to Hell by the very Gazes > 
Glory? The Hypcerire's Hope lrines hin go ile 
ſbady Valley, Job xviii. 14. bur his Candle goes ont 
in that dark Trance, and then he ſtumblcs and falls 
for ever. It is ſad to periſh in che W:/derneſi, wbel 
come to the very Brink of Jordan, and in Sight & 
the promiſed Land; ro make our Voyage wib 4 
pleaſant Gale all the way, and ſhipwrack at the 
very Mouth of the Harbour ; to come within x Step 
of the Gate, and die with our Hands upon the 
Threſhold. Zafily, Remember, as Hypocrife, f 
continued in, will certaiuly damn you, to ic will p- 
vide a hotter Hell for yau, than that of other 909 
ners, Marth. xxiv. 51. Therefore, be wiſe in tint, 
and ſtudy Sincerity and Uprightaeſs of Hear in 
thy Dealings with God. | 

VIII. Wandring of Heart greatly mar: the Perlot- 
mance of Sabbath · duties, eſpecially Hearing, Fray 
ing and Praiſing. Jeceiſh Rabbi's ſay, Tur ho 
_ the Sabbath there was muck Flejb uſed for Sac 
# the Temple, yet not fo much as one Fly 4 Jean 
ftir ius there; fo neither ſhould there be 4 b 
dring Theght or Eye allowed,” when we ze about 
Gud's ſolemn WEE this day in bis Horſe, Whi 
| Facoyragement bath 4 Husband- man = o fe 
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Higb-way, where every Man and Beaft has free 
page * No better is the Heart of a wandring 
erer; we may as well caſt Seed upon the Waves 
of the Hea, as preach unto fuch ; for the good Seed 
pf rhe Her is quite lot upon them, Think; what 
{ Aﬀront it would be to a King, to turn your Back 
to him, or difcourſe with others, while he is ſpesk- 
ag to you The Motions and Poftures of your Souls 
3 Ware 45 Vilible tro God, as the Morions and Poſtures 
ee your Bodies are ro one another. Or if a Crimi» 


at 


* ul were allowed to petition his Prince for his Life, 
m euld be break off at every Sentence, and chaſe Flies 
-, Wthroug!: tbe Room ? You would ſay, a Remiſfion 
ler ee il be ſtowed on ſuch a Creature. O! beware 
ach 2 idiculeus Behaviour before the King of 


„len, when you are addrefling him for the Life 
I" Jour condemned Souls. Would you have God to 
c 4 WF hear you, when. you do not hear your ſelf ? Can you 
ink he will be mindful of you, when you are not 
rdf! of your ſelf? Think, if your Prayers were 
nien down, and aN your vain Thoughts interlined,' 
ge hat incoherent Nonſenſe would they be? would 
you not be aſhamed to hear them all read over? 
would not the Mold cry, Shame upon you for mock- 
me you7 dread Souerergn walk ſuch an ampertinent 
Adareſe 1 O! but Thoughts are the ſame as Words, 
with God ; nay, they ſpeak louder in his Ears than 
Wars do in ours, Amos iv. 13. He declares unto 
Man at is his Thought. And David ſays, He 
telle my WVandrings. | 
ds Wbercfore, when you enter this day into the San- 
yl © ary, or into your Cloſet, ſhut the Door of your 
ert, „ chat worldly Thoughts may not enter to 
iti trouble u. Lay ſolemn Obligations and Charges 
roll en your Hearts, that they wander not from God; 
4 ＋ the Secrifice with Cordero rbs Alrar't Borks end 
the Pirds of Prey eme by Surprize down upon 
Sacrifice, then, like Abraham, Gen. xv. 11, an 
he Þr:foutly away, and * crery Thought. 
| 9 * 
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to attend your main Buſincſs : R-traft every with 
Thought with a Sigh, and chide with your Hear 
for vain Excuriions; check them as Chriſt did his dro, 
fie Di/reples, What : cannot you watch with Chil 
for Oh Hour? How then vill You like to be enga- 
ged in Heaven's or! to all Eternity, where there is 
no, Imterruprion ?_ 

Again, Coofider the. Uncertainty of vour Time 
for Prayer. Had a Criminal but a. Quarter of 48 
Hour allotted him to beg his Lite before an carth- 
ly Judge, would he ſpend it in gazing upon the 
Court, and their fine Clothes? Or in asking ſome 
ridiculous, Queſtions ? No, he would intreat and 
beg his Life. with all the Arguments and Fervency 
he were capable of O Sinner! when thou kneele!! 
down to beg thy Soul's Lite at the Hands of the 
Fudge of Quick and Dead, thou knowelt not if 
thou ſhalt have fo long as a Quarter of an Hour 
for it, and wilt thou trifle it away ? bet i! Death 
lurprize thee, and find thy Heart wandring from 
e © | 

For Remedies of this Evil, beſides whar is faid, 
ſtudy to overaw *gvur Hearts this gay, with 4 
Senſe of God's Preſence, and omniſetent ie. 
Servant will not iport himſelf in his Maſter's Pre- 
ſence, but carry gravely. Did yon believe that 
God's Eye it ſtill pon you, and noticed all your 
Thou his, Words, Looks and Geſtures, would ye 
not be more circumſpeR than yo are? May not An- 
gels, when they ſee what Gramry and Lccrney 
pou obſeriie in Preſence of a Prince, and (a. 
teſneſs and Irreverence in Preſence of a glori915 Cod, 
. conclude. you no better than IH i: midlt of 
Go2's. Houſe * Confider then how ſolemnly 10 jc? 
wour ſelves tz God's Preſence, when ye attend pus? 
lick Ordinances. It was the Senſe of this that made 
Be'nard ſay, when he came. to. the Church ubm, 
Stay here, all my earthly I houghts. But 1 1 


a6 thruſt in after gon, and come upon ge 1 at 
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rt you this day, pretending noceſary Buſineſs, a 
Venta Enemies did to him, when about the" 
i leo, then give them fuch a Repulſe,as he 
lid. Neb. vi. 2. 7 an doing a great Work; Icannos 


Vain 
barts 
'r0v 


"ral 3 | 
np 4 me den: why Haul the Work ceaſe, whilſt I 
. de it, 07d come doten to yo,; and, like him, 


peat this Ovar and over, as they repeat their Soli- 


tat on Js 


Again, Get Love to God and his Ordinances ; for 


> . what we love, that we fix out Minds upon, be jt 
the ain, Honours or Pleaſures. David found Love ta 
„„en, 3 200d Remedy againſt wandring Zug her 
nd WW time of reading ot hearing it, Yſal. cnix. x15. 
ach I, ſtudy to accuſtom your elves to holy T howghrs 
en Wt other Iimes; for a vain Heart out of Duty will 
he We Little better 772 Duty. If your, Hearts be much 
i Wt 05 the Ha at other Times, your Thoughts wilt 
ur We: driving chither in Time of Duty, whether pray- 
e of bearing : But if they be habitually ſet upon 
m iat, chen will your Prayers aſcend to him; like' a, 
Fullar of Incenſe. | 

4, Moreover, be putting up frequent Ejaculations 
od t d your Hearts, and gather your ſtr ay- 


A Wi Zhorgt tr: Pray with the Pfalmiſt, Pal. lxxxvi. 
Ii, Daten Heart to fear thy Name. Look to him 
dat can [tay the raging Watwes of the Sea; to ſtay 
bt: N ,Qi-nug Thoughts of your Heart. | 
Laſtly, Conſider how Fews and Heathens may put 
rifian; to the Bluſh in this Matter. It is a tranges 
aancy and Fixednefs that is ſpoken of the Prieſts 
4 Jer ſalem, that when the Romans broke into the 
, ly, and ruſhed into the Temple, ready to kill 
1 Je: they went on with the Rites of the T. 
; Gaz it there had been no ſuch Thing. Alſo, ſtrange 
ö s the Fixedneſs of that Spartan Touth, that held! 
center to Aerander, while he offered Sacrifice, 
Wb fufiercd a Coal that fell on his Arm, to bg 
r leſh, rather than by crying, or. letting fall H 
eher, he flould difturb Rh Dis. May not 
7 | , JE. T' 8 8 reer b Ethel 


292 
theſe Inftances ſhame us that have more Light, for 


out Unfixedneſs and loconſtancy in the Service of the 


Sins oppoſite to 


* 


Great Jelnoah ! 


IX. Wearying of the Duties of the Sabbath. tc. 
nother Evil we muſt guard againſt this day. G hoy 
many are there like thoſe, Amos viii. who fay in 
their Hearts, When ll the Sabbath be gone? And 
with thoſe, Mal. i. 13. What a Hrarinef jr 1; 1 
Many weary as much of Sermons, as if they were in 
the Stocks all the while they attend them. Cher 
would come of you, if Chriſt were as oor egg 
calling, as you are of hearing? How ma a5 
baths have you kept Chriſt ſtand ing and knocking 4 
your Doors, and he is not yet weary, for Il your 
long Drafnils to his Knocks, and refulins t9 ope 


to him 4 but continues ſtill to knock ? O | ice this 


{hame us out of our wearying to knock at God's Door. 
Alas ! a (Ano of an Haur in Prayer we4rics many 
of us. Is this the Requital we give to Cg iſt for 20 
his oe and Paticuce ? May not he ſay, O Helieter 
did not ſoon weary of my bloody Sweat i the Ga 
den for thee ; nay, I was longer on the pain 
Craſt. dan ever thou waſt on thy Ruce in Prayer, 
or in meditating on my Loge and Syfferinss. 0 
ſhould a Belicver ever weary of that Subject: The 
Jaotaters, Act, xix. 34. could cry out , a lor 
Voice, for the Space of two Hours, and not weary 
in commending their Idol Diana; and {hall we 
Cary of hearing 2 Sermon in Commenation 0 
Chriſt, for the Space of one Hour O! Mh te wr 
theſe Animal Spirits that Men have in worldh 
Buſineſs ? where is that Vigour and Activy tha 
many ſhew zu rherr bodily Recreations ; nav, in (et 
ring uf their Lufts ? Many weary not i» pet 
ghote days and Nights in drinking and gaming 

they grudge to give God one day, or 'o much 8 
one Hour of his own day. Lou weary vt t 7! 
vide for your Bodies, and preſent Things; ba: foo 


4441) 
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weary to provide for your Souls ard Eternity: Tou 
bear) 197 10 beſtow Time and Paine to purchaſe a 
bel Eſlate; but you can ſpare no Lime nor Pains 
» (oo the Kingdom of Heaven. Many are quick 
eozph about worldly Things, but, like Dagon, 
they have no Heads to think, nor Hands to act when 
the Ark is preſent. The Sabbath is a long and 
geariſome day to them. Some think both Fo enoon 


ad Hie non of this day too much to be given to 


God ; one of them may ſerve: Or they linger in 
ominz t© the Church in the Morning, as being glad 
t have a Parr of God's day and Worſbip driven by 
me they come, or Real away before Morſbip be en- 
led; they'd rather ſpend the day any way chan in 
God's Service. O Sinner! who is the Lofer b 
this. but thy own Soul? Doſt thou think a Sabbat 
lng, 2 Sermon long, a Prayer long? How long 
then will +: be to be baniſhed from God's Preſenc e, 
ud lie on Beds of Fire thra a whole Eternity ? 
Tou wil weary eternally there; but it will not 
mend you : The Doors are not open there, as the 
Chrch-t00rs now are, to let you go in and out at 
yoar Pleaſure (as ſome graceleſs Perſons do in time 
& divine Y/orſpi#) no, you will ind Hdll's Gates 
ſhut wich invincible Bolts, and Mountains of Brafs 
mwiled to them; and there you mult dwell 2nd ie 
bring, as Prifoners of Vrurh for ever. Poor carnal 
vearying Soul, canſt thou over think of going to 
Heaven, to worfhip and adore God for ever, without 
Inexmiſion ; when fo ſhorr a Time of this Work 
Wearies thee now? Lo be ſure, Heaven would be 4 

ell to bee in thy preſent State ; thou wouldit give 
fever ſo much K out of it again, tho" thou wert 
Rf it. 

But, 0 Believer, how ill doth it become thee to 
weary of Sabbath-work, that profeſſeſt to be prepa- 
lp tor {nic everlaſting Sabbath above ? wilt thou 
Weary t© ſpent a whole Sabbath in ſerving Chriſt, 
Mo wears not to ſpend many whole Sabbaths and 


T 3 Tears 


* 


2 %% 
Years m ſerving thee? Conſider how buſie Chy 
is "this day in Heaven in thy behalf; * che Sab 


bath boa day of Refi to us from our 079 


3 15 8 Sins oppoſite te 


et it is none to Chriſt; he is bu ſie thro? th 
of it pleading and making Interceſſon f 


without fainting, in this work, and wilt th. 
tire to act for him? 


doth 


he 


11186 d thee 


ſtantly, and wilt thou fo foon weary :: 


him? 


X. Sleeping or Drouſineſi in Tyme 


is a f Yofanation of the 


Se vice, 


Lo- 


trinders our Profriing by the Oidinances: 1 
guard againit it. Many are watchful enough about 
the Devil's Service, ey can ſpend whole Nights 
in Drink ing, Gaming, & | 
not hold up their E Yes Halt an Hour a 
Coniider what an evi] Guſto t 


Dermnn. 
who:are charge able. with it, and reform it. 


Cc. W/thout Slee": 


dicu lous were it for a M. ntha: came to th 


to huy Proviſion for himſeif and | his 
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aſl cep in the Merker · place, and fo mils hi Errand 
do ye not come on the Sabbath. which is H-avcn 
Marcket- day, to rhe Ordinances to ger F tu 
your Souls, and vyill ye fall afle p in the mncan | ime 
of th: Market, and 0 80 home EMP ty Wn CG ve 
"know, but while ye ſte pt, that ruth was delivered 
that might have avec your Souls d Will Wan 52 
aſleep at his Food, end yet you ſleep i the 


Bread of ] ite ts breaking to you, ard rhe acts 


of Life are running by you? 
the Soul's 


Mouth #Kould. 


member it will not alway: 
bath and Sermon will quickly come that w! 

your laſt; and who knows: but this or the nc ft 
be it? If you chav ght you were going firaig!! from 
th; Church. to God's Tribunal, would 5+ 


How fad 


ar this Time, 90 
with Droutinels aud Slecp, that it cams! 

one Crumb or Drop ? 
Soul prize the Opportunity that ve ſloop ae 


O! how 1 


would 2 Qs 
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more watchful in h. aring? There is none can al- 


Fire VO + but it may be fo: However that be, 1 can 


Wir; vou, ve mult ſhortly anſwer for every Sermon 
v2 Arc Þ a, ent at; God will ask, where are the Fruits 
c ſ% many Sermons? It will be a feartul em in 
eur Accounts, So many $27 moni fleht away: tow 
wil you anlwer tor it? 

gain, conſider O. Provo s mg this Practice i 18 
10 Jod ** ould not 4 Prince bo diſpleaſed with 2 
beet. 11 he ſhould ta | [] altecp while he! 18 ſpcak- 
to him? would 880 a ſudge be angry with a 
Cuminal, if he ſhould fleep when he were about to 
pronoun nis Sentence? And haye Ve oy to do 
with to King of Kiner, and nage of. ! Marla. 
Whiic ou are ne aring the ? "Is 10. 501 "YT iſe 
at the St ake, when you are bearing 1: , accorging to 
hat d in De 1. XXxXII. 46, 4 Ser voir. Ho art 
01.776 a7 the Wa 1 whech 4 ö . ATE vo 8 
dy; for it 3s not a vain I bing for FO becauſe 
7 ger 5 Remember wh at 'befel Entych us 
yhen ne ſlept in Time of $2790, Acts xx: it al 
molt coſt him his Lie; God made hs m a Monu- 


ers; He got a fad Fall, but jou may get a worte; 
de fol! to the Ground, but you. may fall to the 
bf Hell, and there vou will not get a Pau to 
ke you up as he got. Your, Sin is mor? ra- 
rated than his; it was Aid 78. "t, when he llept, 
but zou lleep at Aid. day: Paul had preached ſe- 
feral ! durs, but half an Hour an id leſs puts you a- 
ep vou have Cauſc to fear, leſt God make you 
222 of Ins Wrath, or that he lay, Sleep 
On, ill 75 Flames of Hell awake gun. It is truly 
Wand cr how any can fleep at the N lig of God, 
ether n che Church or Family, and not dream of 
Hel! ti in their Sleep; for the ic Danger is greater 
tan they arc aware of? Satan is very buiie at fuch 
Ting, white you fleep, br ſroceſifully' dN Þ 1 
Lale, Match, Sit, 25. your llcepiag Ting? 13 2 
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ment ' Diſp leaſure, for a VNuraing to all Sleep- 


296 Sins oppoſitæ to 


Seed Time for the Dewi, and à Spring Time 6 
Luſts. 

If YOu would re mead this Evil, ſtrive and Wretle 
againſt it, and pray for Help to do it; go ting 
ouſly to Bed on Saturday's Night, and {ec bat ye 
be temperate thro' the Veet; for may thy 
wake much in the Ale-houſe, will be fair wo ſewn 
in the Church. | | 

XI. *Premazce at Preachers, and quarrel ling with 
them for heir Pla inneſs and rec dom in reprovins 
Sin, mars the Sanctification of the gab 


| ang 
you getting Good by the Ordinances. Some hea 
ini ſters, as the Phariſees heard Chris 


vith I 
will to them, and a deſign to catch Arlvy 
ainſt them; they would make a Man- 4 
For & Word, Others arc ſo faſt a{lcep in Sin, the! 
they cant endure Miniſters to Thunder in heir 
Ears, or Lighten in their Eyes by plain an! pier 
cing Sermons, becauſe they diſturb their Ret! 4 
was wroth with the Secr upon this Account, an 
put him in Priſon; fo dealt Herod with Fob, an 
Ahab with A7cajah. Many, like Aal, t tbe 
Miniſter has a Pique at them, when he reproves hin 
free ly, He never ſpeaks Good of me, faith al 
Oh! this is the wrong way; for when God wounds 
thy Sin, and darts Conviction into thy S , you 
ſhould thank the Spirit of God, for his merciful 
viſiting of thee; and lay open your Luſts, and fay, 
S12zte, Lord. Ti th Aa acaaly 381 the'e Fe 12% 
that Tvonid no? have thee to rule oer them © Ki, 
my Tuſtt, and ſave my Soul. Bleſt in fer an 
ond and heals cauſe theſe Commibiions 11d 1 
my nner ſion here, and Saination here. 
An honeſt Hear! loves that Sermon beſt, chat und, 
his Tuſts deepeſt. He ſays to the Word, - the 


Aingſier that top. his Career in Sin, as Dar d 
Abigazi, 1 Fam. xxv. 32, 23. Bleed be h Li! 
God of Iſrael, which fent thee rhis Cqy to met 
axe, au bieſea te thy Advice, c. If your % 
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were opened, you would loek on e 
Prorchers, as your beſt Friends in the World: 

© ore in hazard of burning or drowning, by fal- 
lng inro the Fire or Water, would you be angry 
vith one chat will pull you our, and fave your Life, 
to be ond wound you, or break an Arm of 
ven in the doing of it? Nay, you would think 
Lim vour Friend, and thank him for his Kindneſs, 
And will you be angry with a Miniſter, for pluck- 
ing you 28 4 Brand our of the Burning, by denoun- 
cing Wrath _—_ Sin, and telling you your Ha- 
ard in plain Language? 

XII. Hightiug the Offers of the Goſpel, ana 
Chr: tendered to us therein, is 2 great Profanati- 
om of the Lord" may, and directly oppoſite to the 
Deng of it: Let, alas! it is a moſt prevailing 
vii among us. Chrii! calls but we will not hear; 
ith offers himſelf and his Purc haſe, bur we will not 
accept: he allures us with his Mercy, but we will 
pit turn ro him. He oft waters us with the Dew 
nd Kain of Goſpel Ordinances, but little Fruit fol- 
lows : We are like the Larren Field, on which 
much Coit is bettow'd, but the Cropt is nothing an- 
'vcrable. Mow many Sabbaths are fpent, and Ser- 
mons preached, and no Good done? At one Sermon 
H Peſer's, there were T bree 7 Fouſand Soulr can- 
297/17: But alas! we fear there are Three Thon 
jard Sermons preacied now, and not one Sou 
brought in. Many Times is the Goſpel-Net let 
down in vain, O that ( hriſt vonld rome and dirett 
i 1s be let 16797 on the egi Stade of the SÞtp. o 
ſn! endeavour briefly to lay b:iore you, the great 
— nd Ajery of rejecting Chriſt and the Goſpel 

Tet's. 

iff, It is againit Reaſon to refuſe a Remedy when 
in o Offer; as for a wounded Man to flight 4 
PLy/ic? a7, or à condemned Man a Pardon, none 
it > right Wits would be guilty of this : Nay it 
k v3cn mu, er; for he is as gui y of 2 


248 Fin, 77 iO 

Death that rejefs a Medic inc, or tears a Plajfts 
from off his Wounds, as he that cuts his c wn Throat 
New, you know what an hemous Sin d yd 
3s: yea this is not only, fo, but it is C 
which has . louder Cry than any orher Murder, by 
ſo much as the Soul 1s more precious than the Holy: 
Jou ace afraid to hed the Blood of others, )! a0 
not embruc your Mar ds in the Blob of your ww; 
Souls. 

ly, It is the greateſt Aﬀropt and Indipnity tha: 

can be offered to the Majeſty of God, and wir Eo 

us Chri!tf. It s even called, 2 trradmms mider 
Foot the Seu of God, and his frictons Aud, Heb 
x. 28, 2%. Which is there recxcucd à preater Sin 
ihan the Br-ach 9 all thc Len Command 14.9 
Sin which neither Heathens my Devils arc vulty 
of :; To read 01 the on al G04, "Gas oft. 4 
Gul 1 bo wont auld be guilty of this? 2 Mz, u fav 
Am IA Tos, (as Hv ſaid t the | brophet) 12 
T Bow'd do 2 Thi 292 Yes, every Soul that 
nights Chriſt ard bis Gospel (Hters, doth ir. How 
provoking muſt it be, to trample on God ˖ 
precious Jewel, herein he is highly Gelight: 4 and 
well pleased, Mat V. iii. 17. to loathe that watci 1s 
moſt fweert unto Cod? What horrid Ingratit's 25 
it, to flight the Remedy that the infinite]; 1113 
God bath Nev at ſo much Pains and Ex pence in 
Preparing rs an. 1d which hath coit him mer. 795 
the creating "of Ts mn Tho ula! nd WV « ds Would ove 
done? A Work upon which his Heart is ſo ſet 
and whercin he hath fo diſplayed his glorious cut 


% 


tributes and PerfeRions: Yea, a Lr wi: -h be 
prefers to his other Hor E. Hon Criminal mutt it 
be to undervalue that? Again, what a S!: =7 nuf 
it de to the divine Majeſty, to Re tet the bows and 
Tuſts before kim ? When Satan and Luſt k, 


they pteſently Ind Acceſs; Fer, the leaſt 
2 A is „ roger te Bat tho Chriit c 


dan, and lift ep his Voice like a 1 * | 1 
5 4; 
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Cove! Offers; yea, tho he call, intreat, bæſeech, 
ne oxaplan, h 15 diſregarded, and nds Hut 
Doors. WW hat [niqnry (may Chrit lay) do you fend 

„ at the Devil ard Lufts jhould be prefer- 
ed lte me? Can they do frr you what l can 
v2 thus requite the Lord; © Fooliſh and 


? Jy 
I 
„ Refuſing Chriſt a; offered in the Goſpel, is 
the grcat condemning Sin of rhe World, ſec Jose 
1 1% 46, Heb. iii. 19. ihe Ruin of Sinners up- 
der the Goſpel is laid ai the Door of tres Fin, as if 
Lore wore none other charged upon them; and 
ju! it 18 03 for 3t 4 Malctactor were offered his 
Li, upon bis kneeling and accepting the King's 
Perm hom, if he rAufed ro do this, i! may well be 
ſid, 7 at bis Refuſal bangs ham. {) Sinner! no 
ther Sin in the World, nowever great it be, would 
condemn you, if you were not guilty of this Sin of 
inhting Chriſt ; But this is the Sin which binds 
he ( 11lt of aft voor other Sins hard and faſt pon 
don; „ea, it is the Sin that binds up the Hands of 
Omn: borency, that it cannot fave vou. Chriſt's 
Morte, tho' infinite, cannot juſtiſſe you, if you re- 
ttem: For the beſt Medicine that ever was 
com, und. d. cannot he il, unleis it GE pplicd. 
% Unbelief, and lighting of Chriit, tends to 
eat the arhole Deſian of the Goffe!, and to render 
C/r5it's evhole Undertaking nent: For, what is it 
bur | 141 ing 01¹ the Matter, Tor jo De 20 Ver of 
him. and, His Death was to u Purpoſe? May 
not CH; look with a grieved Heart upon unbeliev- 
ing 3;nners, and lay, I hate gone 2 fung Fourney, 
frei riy precious Blood, and fiel the Pains of 
Holl, i ſave Sinmers. But thaſe lay on the Mat- 
ter, 1 night have ſtayed in Heaven jor them; 1 
nth: have kept my Blood tn my Veins ; or, I deed 
a he dieth: 7 e gave me 10 Thanks for all 
Hain,. O Sinners! confider what vou are do- 


ig would you fruſtrate Chreft's glorious Eupedi- 
| lien, 


| 


20% Sins apoſit? to 
nion, or give him Cauſe to r of bis Death ans 
Bloody Agony? | 
bly, This Sin brings on inevitable }//-,4, 
end Maſery, Heb. ii. 3. As Chriſt hath Cords «f 
Love, fo he hath a Rod of Iron; if you brook hi. 
Cords, he will take his Rod; it Meroy manage it 
x will but wound you; but if Jtice rake it i; wil 
grind you to Powder. Q ! provoke not the Mein 
to take his Iron Rod; tor his Vengeance is heavy. 
Tho' he be the meer / amb of Goa, and e clad 
with prieſtly Garments, yet he hath Fee? the Pr oft, 
as they burn mm a Furnace, both heavy and hot tn 
tremp!e on his Fnemies, Rev. i. 13, 15. If you rv 
fuſe Chrift, your Mifery is as inevitable as the De 
vii's; for they periſh, becauſe they have no Medis- 
enr ; and you periſh, becauſe you will not bac: 
Mediator. O! why will ye put your felve; in e 
fme Calc with Devils? Nay, your Caſe, v ſome 
Reſpects, will be worſe than theirs ; for they never 
rejected a Remedy. The maſt ſcorching Corners 
in the ery Over of God's Wrath, tecm to be refer. 
dged jor Unbelit wert, Luke %i1. 46. The Breet! 
of his Mouth, that before invited them, il erer- 
nal ly bow their Fire, Iſai. xx. 33 Mercy it H 
will be incenſed. and plead again tnem er ihe 
Great Day. You will be more inexcuſable then 
the Heather; they will have ſomething to a, for 
chemſelves, Ve never had an Offer of Chi: t, ve 
arder once heard of him. But what can voz fay 79 
wor felues, who have had fo many thoufand Offers, 
' and io many Knocks and Calls every Sabbath to 
accept of Chriſt ? Lou muſt ſurely Rand fpcectidels, 
there remains noting for von, hut & fear! i! took: 
in for of Judgment, and fiery Indignaribs ich 
Hall dewour the Atucrſaries: Yea, it Wh ot hee 
aul or aui for Scdor in that dey of Judę mem fan 
1 i be for you, Matth. l. 22, 23. uc Sigs of 
Sodom were ſo monſtruous, that they made 511 
uren Earth, O! what Puniſhment muſt hk 
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wo, when the Peginnings of it in this World ware 
{ terrible 2 If the Puniſhment of the leaſt Sin will 
be intolerable in that Lake; O! what will che Pu- 
ſhmocnt of the Saomitet horrid and unnatural Sins 
de et their Caſe will be eaſic, in reſpett of rhem 
at have ſlighted the Goſpel: They will even 
pnaſh their Teeth for Envy of the Happineis of a 
damn lt Sodomzte. Nay, O Gofpelſhghrer, you 
will then wiſh a thouſand Times you had rather been 
living id Sodom, when Fire and Brimſtone was raiv- 
ed from Heaven on it, than have lived in Scotland, 
where Manna was rained, and the Light fined fe 
«bundantly. 
So much for Inward Sins. 


— — * — —— 


Of our Sins of Commiſſion tn the Lord's-d ay. 


l. ] Come, in the next Placc, to caution you ai 
out ward Sins, whereby the Lord's day is tow 
commonly profaned. | 
Firſt, Beware of the Sins of the Tongue It is » 
a0? cffential Part of true Religion to govern the 
Tongue aright: For, if any Man ſeem ts be religi 
ms (ſaith James) and bredierh uct his Tongue x, 
that Man's Religion i, vain. The Tongus indeed 
is2 moſt unruly Thing; and therefore the F ſalmiſt 
treats it, as he would do an unrealonable Beaſt, / 
.IN 1. He keeps ut in, as with a Bradic. God 
hath fet a double Hedge about if unruly Mem- 
ter, both of the Teeth and Lips, (to ſhew with 
what Care we ſhould keep it) and yet how ofr doth 
it break looſe, notwithitanding of both? God beth 
allo placed it betwixt the Brain and the Heart, that 
it mighi take Counſel of both; and yer bow oft 
goth n act, without adviſing with either the one or 
che theft t God hath given us two Ears, and but one 


" Longue. 
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Tongue; tt teach us to hear much, and ſpcal: 1:4. 
Ze fraf7 to hear, and flow to ſpeak, James 159. 
For be that reframeth bis Lips is wiſe, Prov. x. 1% 
Often have we Caulc to repent our ſpeaking, lt fe]. 
dom our Silence. e 
As we ought to watch our Tongues every d 0 
eſpecially on the Lord's-day ; for on this dy ars 
torbid to ſpeak our own Fords, Hai. viii. iz. Fot 
only muſt we this day abſtain from Lying, Sv-ar 
ing, Reproaching, Back biting, Oc. but alſo {om 
all iale Words, yea, from all ſuch Diſcourſ. 28 is 
unſuicable to the work of this day. tho' it migut be 


iawful on other days. The Hearts of Men may be 


very much known by their Sabbach-day's Diſcourle; 
for, or of the Abundance of the Heeri the Moth 
Healeth. We gheſs by Peoples Language, what 
Country they belong to. Is thy Speech vain and 
woridly upon the Lord's-day ? Ic is a ſhrewd Sign 
of à carnal uncenewed Heart, 7 hou mart 4 Galilent, 
thy Speech berreyet/: thee. This is God's Holy- 


[ 


4 day, and he wil have it fanctiſicd by our whole 


Man, and by our Fords, as well as our A:T, 
Set a V/atch then this day before pour Mouth, and 
Lech the Loor of your Lifts; and itrive to ſeaſon 
four Speech with Aras, For you may profanc the 
Sabbath by your Words, 2s well as by your Works, 
anc. by va ras as well as by vile words. Othen! 
what Cauſe have we to lameut the Profanation o the 


Sabbath by vain and idle Diſcourſes,” which 1 0, 


common £mong us? If Chrift ſhould join hinelt 
% many this day, ib their coming to, and going from 


che Church, as he did the two Diſciples going 


£/1mans on this day, Luke xx:;v. 15, 16, and 95% 
. hat manner Communication are theſe which 


wou have one with another? Might not this Que 


ion rike us ſpeechleſs, and make us bluſh ? who 
can tell what day this is, by many Peoples 2: frour- 
10 24 _ ' S191 
les? Jeſts, Stories and idle Talk are as comm 

with you this day as any other, It was art 


2 
„ 


ay 


. i 

& CU 1 
* 

. 


al, 74 
ler (p07 
he Sabbat 
Ad over 
p hot reg 
ſpecially 


ours. 


6 414 * 


. 111. 7 
Tha Seri] 
ccd Oo G7 
w 19179 VC 


Wi mes" 
clear IL 
ber avs 
mus 
A and 
wid of 7 
Chriſt fu 
dewert, 01 
gur N 
get ane 
Io Sree Ti 
eine, 
Von, for. 
2 0 
* day, 6 
out to ( 
3 


wth 45 freq 
it, M. i? 
I prota rc 
„ and 
lich i ha 
2 Lrotar 
4/18 Or 


" 


Sabbath-Sentiſication. 207 


gl, 7%, Mens Speeches at their Meetings and 
„et ſonld be auritten It this were practiſed on 
e Sabbath, would it not put many to Shame, to 
ad over heir avords before them ? But tho! Men 
«nor regilter them, yet, remember, God doth it, 
becialiy on his own day, which he hath fo much 


I iti. 16. See what he faith, Matth. xii. 26. 
be! Scripture may cauſe us all tremble, and fake 
ed to 0147 ,, while we have a day to live, F 


bl. thy Hall give Account there at the day of 
eme, O! what long Counts will many he ve 
clear ter idle words on the Sabbath, befides on 


et and Moody Ot he: O! the Tongue is 4 
re 1179uety. How ſhall we aaſtver for it at 
017 Ber, without ti meous Repentance, and fleeing 
Crete Mercy ? If you would have your Zongnes 
devel, and to become as choice Side x, to ſpeak the 
gung of Canaan, on the Jord Hday; then fee 
get fan5tined Hearts, cleanſe the Fountain, that 
t Streams may run clear; 2vafh yorr Heart from 
edge, and let not vain T Hough lodge with- 
you, for. iv. 14. Shvt out 2422 Thoughts, as wel 
Foie 7/1411ghts © And if they break in upon you 
„ day, do as the ravifſk'd Virgin under the Lew, 
out to God for Help, and you ſhall not be held 


bile, f N | 
I. There are Sins in Action, whereby the $ab- 
Wt trequently profaned by many. 
I, May enctouch upon the Loris Holy Day, 
L protene it bby worldly Diverſions and Rocrea- 


an L have handled already at fone length. O- 
kbrotane this Holy Day by makirig it 2 day of 
Meg, or Viſiting day among their Friends and 
Neigh- 


mourc: He has a Book of Remembrance to Write; | 
own 41 that Men ſay, 7 well 45 What they do, 


ww 139 ven, that every dle word that Men ſhali 


ter d And if they mult account for ide words, * 
% mnt more for i and finful words, for be 


% 200 by fetking their Pleaſures in the Fields, 
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Neighbours. Others, by making it a Ke 


a konigge Hp: 
day with Workmen and Scrvants. many pro N. 7 
Fane it by doing unneceſſary Servile-work in ang . 1 55 


bout their Hauſcs. which might either b. dee rp 
the $2*yrday before, or delayed till dude be. ,. 
After 5 ſuch as the gathering Peaſe, 7 ring ily A 

þ i 8 ow 4A. 


Graſs, cutting and hearing of Ka. hin 10 

Water, feeepeng the Hunſe, dryiug of (inns 0% brews Comrne 
3ng of Ale, and the like. Theſe Things gt being 1 
B/orks Neciſſity or Ai ray, but our own Work It a 
done for our worldly Profit, or to indulge or di © 
Eaſe or Pleaſure, ate certainly unless u on th SHS in 
Sabbath, according to I/. lviii. 1; yet, 115! hoy . 
is the Lord 5-dovy profaned by theſe Practice in for 27 


Places df the Land ? Let Miniſters do and fa ory 10 
what they 1 ul, ſtill many will be itealin a Part 9 * 4 
God's day for their Servile-work : And it can yen 
but be heinous and Provo! ing in tlie Sight of God 0055 
being done againſt o much Light ud mani --,- 
R.<proots. | 41 «fles, 
: N 7 , Fa: Þ : " dice on 
Gbjed. Vn do yo excl alm ſo g, 01 thi 777 
Account, we do no Harn to any, cu 141 G1 gb 
are not Thieves, Extortioners, Drunka ds? = c 45 
Anſ. Na, you are T levees 5 for You b (50d _ 
and Real from him that which is his proper Rob 0 
for Be Jeventh Day 75 the Lord's : You Weuln Of A Hons 
aſhamed to be found ſtealing any of your Neigh fi 71 
hours Goods, and think you no Shams; co be four n 
robbing God of his holy-Day ? Is not Sacriicy: e T © 
worſt kind of Theft, ſteal ing from Cod worſe tha 4 * 
tcaling from Man; the Sins againſt the fir't Tang 2. Mp 
rearer than theSins againſt the ſecond '? abic * Be Th A 
Eies, they that begin thus to Real from oil, ma * 5 - 


ere all be done, come and {tesl from NI n 10031 
Tale to G irue to no Man. Many « Tit auc 
Gibber hath <anſeſſed, that he began hi Ly 


greater 
tation h. 


and Stealing with breaking of tho Se bhac idr pr it 4 
s teſt. 35 : 
* 5 pe 5oran d 
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biet. Je are nor ſingular, we do but what 
Neighbours aud others about ns do. 

Ani. You ought to be fingular, and do more for 
God and your Souls than others, if you would en 
ter in at the ſirazt Gate, God forbids you 70 fol- 
img a Multitiide to do Evil, Exod. xxili. 2. The 
Commonaels of a Sin doth not extenuate, but aggra- 
vate ic in the Sight of God; for the more common 
it be, it hath the louder Cry in his Ears for Ven- 
reance, God hath common Plague for common 
Tins in this World, and a common Hell for common. 
Sinner in the Morid ts come: Think not, that your 
Aﬀociation with others will any ways alleviate 
your Torments in that Lake below ; nay, it will 
ther heighten them: For the more Feggors are 
thrown into a Fire, it will burn the more vehe- 

ently. : 

Object. Theſe T hings which wwe do are but little 
T;.fles, foor: done, and do not hinder God's Ser- 
duc? o the Sabbath. © | 

Anſ. iſt, Was not gathering a few Sticks on tlie 
Sabbath as little? Yer we fee how highly God re- 
ſented it. T'nink no Sin ſmall which is committed 
iveinlt an eternal God, and his Holy Land. Fhere 
is more Evil in the leaſt Sin, than all the Angels 
in Heaven, or Ten Thouſand Worlds can expiate: 
And if its Guilt or Puniſhmeut due ro it were laid 
upon tl c, it would make thee gnaſh ry Tech 
gerncally, and curſe the Day that ever thou waſl 
Hrn: Nothing leſs than the Death of the cterne! 
Fu of od, can make Artonement for the leaſt 
Sin. Believe it then, that leſſer Sins, if known 
and reſerved, will carry thee to Hell as furely a. 
greater Sins; ſor the "ch the Sin be, the leis Ten- 
tation hat thou to commit it, and the leſs Exculs 
for it: A {mall Tcak in a Ship kept open will fink 
ber, as Well as a greater; & Stab with a Pen-knitg 
rin Man, as well as « Sword. If thou alloweſt 
varan but the ſmalleſt REP of thy Soul, he — 


306 Sins oppoſite to 
pull thee to Hell by it, even as a Butebcr can dug 


a Beaſt to the Shambles by one Foot, ns Wel 5 wndem! 
when bound by all Four : And if Satan get tee blves, ! 
to Hell, he doth not much care by What $i; thay WY chat he 

4 Patch: 1: 


goeſt thither, whether ſmall or great. 
2. God hath framed all his Comme? i; ink. 
nite Wiſdom, and he bet knows whet is © nelle 


made tn 
CHENCESN 


with his 6202 WV/or hip, and what is moſt r his , Dill: 
Glory. It 1s Preſumption in any Man to Gs 1 or mend it 
this or that Piece of our Work on the Sabl:$th will ſober 
be no Hindrance to the Service of God. 1 bd . A 
bimſelf hath faid. Inu it thor ſhalt ts 720 N.. or va in 
&f Work : "The Iſraelites muſt not gather a nente! 
this day, Zrod. xvi. © might ſome hos fad bo be 
Why ? i Wl not Pender God's Serpice, cu bath +& I 
ma du 


2t early in the Mor ing, and j6 we 11 ö— at God 
Morſpiſ in Time enoug], and hate all et, re 
he D frye him: Asal „lf in 
he Day to fer ge hem: Again, we need not trau t n 
far for it, it lie round about the Cam, und nat Condder 
our very Doors. It will le ud great Labour: ail they are 
heſiden, We yn aq Lade £004 T. Hos, get tt Time of co7er t. 


4 


t not be 


= 


doing it. No, you muſt not be wiſer th God: 

he Hath ſet apart this day for his own Ul, ad you 
muſt not cut and carve upon it. H 

II. Vanity and Gaudineſy in Apparel 

ro MY g * 5 1 11 

to the Santliſication of the Sabbath : Some dreſs 

up theraſelves this day in ſuch gain A, and 

7 - e | MERE 

#/ndecernt Faſbious, as tend to draw the ics of 5: 

tiers to gaze upon them, and ſo their He's to 

wander from God and his Vorſbip. Think what 

Gui you hereby draw upon your ſelves, of the Sins 


* 
Oute 


of others, & well as your own. The Practices of 


Iomc Peattens may put many profeſſed 2 
among vs to the Bluſh. Fals iur Air. tell 
of « Heathen young Man named arina, who was 
excceding Beautiful, bu: obſerving that many fix 
ed their Eyes on him, and fearing tho C/ QUENCES 
ef it, he disfigured his Face, left hie Beauty 
prove a Snare to others: May not this alen 
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undemn ſuch, who are ſo far from disfiguring them- 
ves, leſt they ſhould prove a Tentatiom to, others, 
that chey disfigure their Faces by Painting and 
Patching, to leem more beautiful than God has 
made them, without fearing whatever the Conſc 
quences of it may, prove. Is riot this a ſhewing 4 
Nifl:ics of God's: Worbmanſhip, and a Defire to 
mend it? Jegabel was inſamous for this Art, and 
no ſober M oman ſhould defire to follow her Faſbi. 
% A Chriſtian. ſhould be fo fat from being proud 
or vain i his Apparel, that the Sight of his Gar- 
ments Hud humble him, and keep him in Mind 
how he came to nced them: was it not Sn that 
Prip'd4 Man of his G, covered him with Shame, 
md, put tim to ſcek Cloar hes for ta hide it? Would 
: not be Diſtraction in a Malefaflor to pride him- 
Elf in Srigna which he had got for a foul Crime: 
Coniider allo the Garments you are proud of, what 
they ar- : The Beaſts, have the ſame Naturally to 
corer them, and, will you be proud of a Beaſt's 
Neft? It was the Saying of a Heurben to & 
deen Collont, Why art thou proud of hat which 
Jeet Trre before ther? Or, what tho they be 
nner than 1704, yet their Orzzznal is no better, Lac 
ather worle ; what are Priverr, Sils and Satiur, 
but the Zrorements of a vile Worm? And is that 
latter to be vainot? Remember, that ere Jong 
od will cauſe thee wear another Suit thou wille 
bare ſmull Reaſon to be proud of; He will even 
Conthe thee with Forms and Pruirefattion. May 
wt! tt Thoughts hereof keep you humble, and 
ca youu to come to the Church, gravely and de- 
certly appareiled ; eſpecially, fince you come into 
ac Preſcuce of that God who reſiſts the Proud, but. 
def Grice te the Humble. T 

M. The Inftifution of Holy-days is in Encroach- 
ment ugon the Fourth Command, and oppoſite to 
the $22 © {fication of rhe Sabbath, v hich 15 the only 
nom appointed to be 9 holy tg God, What 

| 2 
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is it, but an uſurping of Chris Legi ſlati e Proger, 
and a vilifying of the Lord day? To ſet Saints 
Days, or Days of humane Taſtitution on à T ovel 
with it, by obligmg People to abſtain from Labour 
thereuj . The Church hath 10 Power 15 conſe: 
crate ſuch days; nay, the aſtles did it not: There 
is no word of their conſecrating a day to 5/c/ 721 the 
Proto-martyr, nor to James, whom Hero? tilled 
with the Sword. Yea, it may be reckoned an Ide 
latrous Practice to conſecrate Days to S, and 
Angeli, and to keep them to their Honour, for pub- 
Ii ſhing their Yraiſe, and commemorating le, 
fiace this is a Piece of Morſbip that belongs only 
to Gor. 

Laſtly, Rot a few in ſome Parts of the dun 
do profanc this Holy, Day, by their ſer Cal rn; 
drinꝶing Miet ugs upon it; as allo, by reading p14 


Jane Books, and telling profane Stories upon u. 


Ales what bell:ſþ Madneſs is this, that fome are 
given up to ? It 15 even a Riding Poit to 77-/}, ade 
dicating God's Holy-day to the Honour and Ge: vice 
of che Devil: A hanging out a Flag of Defence 
againſt Heaven, and declaring Jar againit your 
Anker. You cannot poſſibly offer a greater front 
and indigriry to the God of Heaven, then to fre 
the Devil in the Works of Darkneſs upon that very 
day, which is folemnly conſecrated to the FPonour 
and Service of the Great God. And, can you think 
that a jcalous God will pak ſuch an Indig nit, 1d 
take no Notice of it? Zo ye thus provoke rhe ord 
zo Jcaluuſy, are yon ſtronger than be? N you 
ght againſt him that made Acaven and Earth with 
a Word, and by a Word can unhinge them again; 
yea, by the Breath of his Mouth cau crumb!c on 
to Dutt? What ate you in his Sight, but as © 1 
fal of fillyH/orms? And, do you think to be ab. 
to nge War againſt the Almighty? No, no, e 
the Combington never fo ftrong, the Retels rover 
ſo ſtout, the Zrcmics never io numerous, he is 7 
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Wy able to Maſter them, and will certainly do its 
prog. xi 21. Tho) Hand join in Hang, get the 
Wicked ſhall not be unpuniſbed. Ol what Canſe 
bare we to pity and pray for ſuch Heaver-daring 
Sinners, and weep in ſecrer Places for their Souls, 
who wilfully deſtroy themſelves, and pour Con- 
tempr on their Maker. who live as it either there 
were go Hell, or were afraid it ſhould be full ere 
they got thither, and who feem to long to be Com- 
Pau Devil and damned Spirits, The God 
of infinite Mercy open the Eyes, and ſtop the Ca- 
recc of ſuch, before they be beyond the Reach of 
Mercy, 


g 
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An EXBORTATION to San{7if; 105 
LOR D's DAY. 


"hell conclude this / ect wich 2 fe: 100 ky. 
hor: ation to all Ranks, ſtrictly to obſerve the 
Tor; Day. Read and in what » h been 
already ſaid, and you "will find many gen 
for pre ſſing this Erhortarzon: Nay, this th 
Scope ot all that hath been ſaid. But that von may 
the more effoctually be convinced of the 7%--{tcar1 
and Netefity of this Dutr, 1 hall further {ubjo1n 
—_— few Motives. * | 
The fri&t Oblerration of the*Sabbath. is tl 
3 effefuzl Mean bor preventing 450 heilm and 
25 Hoemeſi in regard that by the frequent bh cur 
ring thereof, the Remembran of * 71 
zen is ſtill kept up, and Sn and Vic arc kept 
det conſtant Reli te and Diſgrace. It it were no 
for the Obſervation of the Sal har h, Aikeifn ans 
Irrelzgi0 would quickly overiprear | FGrig 
And there 3s 1 tende mord to hard the 


* 
* 
. 


Ty 


Heart, leer rhe C nſec ce, and give Jonſe F to 


ſcand alot, C2225 and te. 4 Ak, mes, tha La? 


fanatio7 of the Sabbath This (as hatch bea 121d) 
Mao Mal fac or- at Gi bber: nave g EN 0 mane 
been the firſt Leginning of their 4% J. and 


that which paved the Way to their other. 
Conrſer, and provoked God to leave them to fel 14 
to theſe heiovous Crime , which brought t 

ſuch tatal Ends. 

II. God's great Goodneſs, and grac in Meſn, 
ir allowing you the Sabbath, lays you unde ors 
Obligations to keey i: Confgient ouſly : He 2112511 
not for a Peaxnance, but 4 Previl ge. It ie not 
chat he may get Aadantagt from you, but that he 
may give Be fer :£1to you. He hath not command. 
ed the Bu ipeſs of che World to ccaſe every jo7enth 


Day, became he is tired with governing 136, 


Gt 


or to take n Eaſt to one uſelf; but it is that 


2 1 5 : 
gone 3 


may gene Neſt to your Bodies, and heavenly Re. 
frellunacnt to your Souls. Would you have Chriſt 
and the Riches of his Grace * Would you have 
wwls nouriſhed, and weak Graces repaired? 
nen keep the Sabbath, for. it is God's eveenty 
ſaſſetiday, and a free Market it is, wherein we 
mav v eethout Meney and without Price, the. 
ce Cormeds tes that Heaven aud Earth can 
word, even. the Bread and Mater of Liſe; for the 
Lives of our Souls, the Vene of Chriſt s Blood to 
clear us, the Milk of h. Mord to nourifh us, the 
Gold of hes Grace to enrich us, his Preczony Hye- 
ade to enlighten us, and bis te Ramen? to 
cloatoc and adorn us. Is chis Day ſo profitable to 
us, and will we not regard it? It is the Soul's 
FeHeal, a day of Reaping and Ingathering, and 
ang ap in Store for the Time to come, It is 
Cos ned Alm Aan, or Publ. a Deat-day, Where- 
in he cutters Bleſſings, and Crumbs of the Hreaa 
of 1.//: mong needy Souls. It is the Queen of 
Dayi, rs Nawning of Glory, and Daybreak of 
Heaven, Tr is the gay for aſcending Mount Tabor, 
t fer Chriſt Transfigured before our Eyes; and tor 
getting to the Top of Pig ab, to get a Sight of cho 
Pre: i Land. O then! what borrid Ingratitude 
my! it be to a good God, to profane this biefed 
day, light God's unſpeakable K indneis, in al 

lowins :t ro ns for our Souls Advantage? 
. ne ſtrict Obfervation of the Sabbath is an 
excelicur Mean to ſweeten both the Taoughts of 
Death and Heamen to us. iſt, As for ©D-ath, 4 
Retuirg from the World once a week, will prepare 
you to welcome your final Removal from ix the 
wore chcartully. But they who think it hard to 
leave ir worldly Concerns for a day to worſhip 
Gi, when they expect. to rerum to them on the 
Nor, what a hard Pull mult it be for tagm 
'% 4. with them ' altogether at 1 ne:VET 
Vote „ come back to them? A this we 
U mull 
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muſt all ſhortly do, whether we will of x: 


: but 
a Conſcientious Keeper of the Sabbath, the Fo Pain pear \ 
with the World will not be ſuchan hard 1 ask, 24l% x 
It will alfo \weeren the Thoughts of Heaven, poſe ch! 
for the Work and Comforts of the Sabbath 1, low, WI the 7 
are the Foretates of the Employ ments and } nch. ef 34 


ments of the Everlaſting Sabbath above: And they Wok 
who delight in the Sabbaths en Earth, (wi ich an = 
„he Days of H aden, and Typical Reſemb: ances Aﬀec. 

of it) cannot but rejoice in the Fore thoughts of ce EE 


Wit 
Jebrzating the Ererna! &. 1varh Above, in the imme. de 
Gate Fruition of God's Preſence, and behol ing him Week 
as he is for ever mente. ut the Thoughts cf Hes VI 
ven can be nowiſo plcaſ ant to a Sabbath a] 
Yes, it would be an uncahe Priſon 40 him: For, be Spi 
if it be a Pennance. to him, to be a few Piss ir le tr. 
God's Worſhip now, what a Puniſhment wou al it they 
be to him to be engaged j in this Work for < cayin 
LV. Confider who 1t 1s that requires you t9 ; anc: dab ba 
city the Sabbath, even that good and gracicue G * * 
who giveth you all Things PO to enjoy ; that (cient 
God who giveth you your He! ng, Your Breath, yur" a He 
Health, your Food, and / F arth 5 Comforts. 0 i 
how bountiful i is he to the Sons of Men Ile gn and 
„ou the Sun in the Heavens to ſhine ue ut the / 
odies, and the Son of bis Love to die for your 2. 
Souls. He allows you fix days for your Prof «1d nar 
Fleefure, he reſerves one for luis 6 ry and Service, 
and witl you not trankly give e him his ane dy, Rot a 
he is ſo liberal ro you ? Say then to your vain Com obſer 
amons, when they would tempr you ww. - pogo ally 
the Lord s-day, as of Gl to Pißha- * fe. when ot la 
ſhe tempted him to Sin, Gen. xxxix, 9. 4 3 | after little 
bath no; kepr back auy Thing from tel, be his 0 
ſecuiiſe Hou art his Wife ; Howe then can i i (cry? 


Sa Vieleducſi, aug fan againtt Goa 0 ſay vn 
Ob, God the 80. cxei i Lord and Mz For of the Sabt 
ole, has} kept back no Lime from a0, 012 9% , you 
9 Hax Let 
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Dar. becauſe it was his; How then can I do this 
great icke dneſs, and fin 2ga: inſt God ? 
7 /\ conſcientious x. 2CPINg » the Sabbat, diſ- 
poſcch the Soul the more for the Service of God alt 


the eb over: If your Soul be in a good Frame 
on the Sabbath, it Kill proiper the hetter all the 
Week for it: Yc ur Conſc. 2NCE. will be the more ten- 
der. Sur 1 boughts che more ſnirioual, and the 
Aﬀeci.ons the more lively. If you be in the Mount 
with © 0 on the Sabbath, the Fre of your Corr 
267/204 will be fair to ſhine in oli nch thro? the 
Work. 


Vi Our Regard to the Sabbath, is a ti wing Teſt 
of the State and Frame of our Souls, whether we 
be Spiritual or Canal, love God or the World mort. 
It tries alſo the Condition of our Graces, whether 
they © waxing or waning, in 4 pretpering or de- 
caying State. Hence, God frequenrly calls the 
dabbach 3 Sign betwaext him and his People. Exod. 
xi 15, Ezek. x2. 12, 20. And in- deed, our con- 
ſclentious keeping and ſanctifying of the Sabbath is 
a "I to us ſeveral Ways. 

„ ir is a Sigu of God's ſanctifyi ing our Heart, 
wd 0 Evidence of a good Work wrought in us by 
tne © we Si: ret. 


24”, 1.15 aclear Sign to diſtinguiſh us from the 
anarciiticd and profane People of the "Orig 

%, Ir is a Sign of our having a Conſcientious 
Retard to all the oth er Commands of Cod; and all 
oblery: 7 Peripns wil! hnd this Sion ta hold in their 
wy F berience. If you keep not chis Comand 
ei anetitying the Sabbath, it is à Sign you will 
little re ard all the reſt. {(* you ſerve ot God on 
his own do „ you will make little Conſcience of 
ſerving him in che following davs H the Wel: But 
an he contrary, if you worſhip God /i2cerely on the 


Sabt ith, and regard this Holy dav, it is a Token 
you regard all the other Duties ef Religion. 
t us 


obſerve theſe ver; noticeable words of > 
er. 
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For. xvii. 24, 26. If ye hatllow the Fa! / 42 Place 
re do no work therein: Then ſhall they come %% er 
% Cities of Judah, aud all orher Placa, rie ere, 
Bu rut oneringt, Meat-oftorin 5, Iucenſc. 71.6 6, his 
crafices of Pratſe tente the 4 ouſe of the: Fe i von, 

'T he Church ot God, and true Rel. gion, ha!! Ar Count 
ri, and the Name of the Me Hee) be erz Bf: vcd 
in the Hold. And indeed, for my Part, delpat bleſſed 
Ever of ſecing Chriſtisnity arid Refor mation, ls; thir . 
derably advanced in the Vid, till once he Tore d 
day come to be highly eſtecmed, and { Hy 90. ted th 
ferved. For ſtill it is to be ſeen * 1 rR e exhort 
gion Aouriſherh in the Power of i it, the re it is, that young 
mot Confcicucy is made in the Obſers ation pe the from « 
Sabbath. there 5 


4thly, The conſcientious keeping of th: Sabbath [ 
is a $7792 betet vt God and bis Ferple, in reſped Ve nein, 


it is a Token of a good Underſtanding and Corref, prove t 
4 1 

pondence betwixt him and them, that Controver- the < 

nes are removed, and Fcace and Friendſhip main. Acqua: 


mined. To whom 1 is it that God manifeſts moſt of Aud tf 
his gracious Prelence, and the Emaration of his of Tour. 

ecial [ Love 7 Surcly it 15 ro thole Who have the plvadic 
Lord's-day higheſf in Eſteem, and who arc the hen y 
moſt Urict and careful Obſervers of it. Tt; pon n al 90 Or: 11 
which Accounts, Laſtly, The Spirit of (God v makes Coniciei 
this Duty a Sig and Character of the bhovjed Alan: God, th 


For Tab. Ivi. 2. (ſpeaki ing with 1 Ipo 12 55 0 ung to j 
the New“ Jeſtament I imes) ke faith, Bleed i ile py; 
rhe Man that AS the Sabbath, A poiiuring ; © 
2t. Agaii 


O Chri7ians, would yo be bkefled indecd Then 
ſanRtifie the Lord's day, by Fore wörſhipping your 
Creator, who this day made Light firſt 0 ſhine, 
and honouring your Redeemer, who this day role 
from the Grave, and compleated hf H of yout 
Nedemption. As the Angel faid to thc Women 
that came ti; the Sepulchre, Matth. * 6 He 


„ her Herd, be as riſes, as he ſald; come, je ? ; 
PAs 
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Place where the Lord lay So Tay I to every true 
Lov-r of Chrift, He ig not here, he zs riſen ; cone, 
gerte the Teme when the Lord roſe. Obſerve it 
t his Honour and Praiſe, and he will ſurely bleſs 
you, © q make YOU glad with tho Light ot his 
Countenance. There was never any who truly ob- 
ved this Command, but will fay, Z Hat, nars and 
vieſcd Huth Fruits which ere to be reaped from 
this hieſſe Duty. 3 RA 

{ do therefore, t the Name of God, who inftitu- 
ted the Sabbath, for his own Glory and your Good, 
echort and abteſt all Ranks and Degrees of Perſons, 
young and old, to honcur this day, and abſtain 
from all! worldly Employments and Recreateons 
therefor, | | | 

I. As for you that are Young, I intraat you to 
remember” ine Sahbat ii day, to keep it holy. Im- 
Prove TIE cla v with all Care and Farneſtneſs ; for it 
the day wherein poor S7nuers ulually begin their 
Acqusiiance with God, and Converſion to him: 
Aud the Proper Seaſon' for this work is the Time 
of Touth ; tor now the Heart is moſt tender and 
plvadic, aud ſooner melted for din than afterwards, 
when you come to greater Age: For the longer you 
& o in Hin, the Heart will urn the harder, and the 
Conicience more. ſeared. The longer you forget 
Cod, the more eſtranged will you grow, and unwil- 
ing to return to him. The Branches of a Tree. 
Phil: young, may be bowed and trained up any 
Fay; buc when they arc old, they will not ply. 
Again, Conſider that the ſooncr you begin tofauc- 
a, he Sabbath, and be ſerious about your Souls, 
Cod wi love you the better See how he remem- 
lere Kindnefs of Youth, Jer. ii. 2. Thug ſaitls 
the Loa, { remember thee the Kindneſs of thy 
With, the Love of thine Epo, when thou au 
eſt after mein the Wilderneſs, &c, He loves thoſe 
a0 come in at the firſt Sound of the Gabel, far 
Borg tan Rebels, who ſtand out till the Laſt, -= 
by... | ey 


a 
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they can do no more. The fewer Calls and Inviig. 
tions you reſiſt, the more kindly will you bi gcce 
ted of God: He Joved a young Abzjah, x young 
fial, a young Timothy; and Fohn is called the 
Deſcile whom Jeſus loved, John xiii. 23. becaufs 
he was youngei? and earlicl} converted. See hoy 
aflectionately Paul ſalutes Epeuctuc, by the Title 
of his Nulbeloded, becauſc of his being Chriſt's 
Firft-fru:ts i, Achazta, Rom. xvi. 5, And if 
Paul loved him ſo much, to be ſure Ci loved 
him fir more. > hes 
Moreover, do not think that Juſtice vill far 
you, ik it find you in Sin, and out of Chriſt, h-carſ 
you are young. Preſume not upon Mercy ujn this 
Account, remember that Threatning, Pal. vil 


21. God ſhall 61nd the Henk of his Enemies, and 


the hairy Scalp of him that goeth on ſtili in hi 
Treipairs. You have no Ground to think that he 
will ſpare you, till you be old and hald- lead 
No; he may even take you by the hairy 5:alf, 
while you arc 72 your youthful Vigour aid Freſb 
neſs, and puniſh you, as he hath done mar.y then 
before you. | 
O, Torng Folk! it you would mind your Souls 
and ſanctiſie the Sabbath in the days of Youth, take 
thele few Directions. | 
Firſt, Look always on Death, as near, and with 
2 few Steps of you. Alas! many young Folk thin 
it as improper for them to be thinking on theit 
raves, as to think of going to Bed at Noon; the 
Sun is high, and it is a long Time to Night. The 
look on Death at forty or fifty Years Diſtance. V 
. what Folly is this! do you not fee Graves of you 
Lenzth, and Skolls *. Size in the Church 
yard ? Yea, do you not fee twenty dic young, Qt 
* ons chat lives to old Age? Let Death and tern 
be then the frequent Subject of your Ned-tatid 
on theTord's day. 
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2%, Think much this day upon your Vileneſs 
ind Miſ-ry by .Nature, that you are Children of 
Wrath, Heirs of Hell, Enemies to God, and S ran. 
ert 70 Chrifts and the Covenant of Grace; yea, 
erbat to Sin, and bond Slaves to the Devil : 
For the Prodigal never thought of turning to his 
Father, till he faw himſelf in a loft and undone 
Condition. ' : 

%, Think much on Chriſt's Fitneſs, Fulneſs, 
and $11 2bleneſs, for all your Wants and Maladies. 
In him you may find a Remedy for whatever troubles 
von, Is it Guzlr? Here Pardon. Is it great $1123? 
Here 4 Redeemer's Blood that cleanſeih from all 
Sn. Are you condemned? Here ſufficrent Righte- 
ofacſe to jultifie you. Is Pollution and Felrbzneſs 
your Hear? Flere a deep and open Fountain that 
runs continually, Are you chained Preſoners? Here 
Liberty. Are you drowned i Debt? Here a Ran- 
ſom and Surety. Are you died? Here Baim. 
Are you poor? Here fine Gold, Are you dead? 
Here the Reſurrection and the Life. Are you 
farying? Here the Manna and the fatted Calf. 
Are you <veak, and unable for Duty ? Here All: 
ſufficient Grace and Strength. Yea, he zs able ro 
ſaue to the utrermoſt all that come to God by him: 
And particularly, he jays of little Children, Suffer 
them do come, unto me; and, Heim that cometh 
(faith he) I will in 10902ſe caſt cut. 

u, Let Children and voung Folk carefull 
attend Ordinances this day in the Churel: ;. Iie clo 
by the Pool-fide, till it pleaſe ?he Angel of the Co- 
7724/7 to come and put you in Study to remem- 
der whar you hear, and give Account thereof to 
your Parents, when you come home. Fon 

Sthly, Early acquaint your ſelves with the Scrip- 
tures, ad much of them this day, and meditate on 
em, Pf. cxix. 9. Mhereavit hal ſhall 4 young Man 
Wants hi, way ? By taking heed thereunto, gccor- 
ang 19 thy ord. How came Zimutby to be 5 

ä we 


* 
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well acquaint / Chriſt and hit way Put he 
cauſe from a Hbild he knew the Scriptures, » Tim, 
r Wr vr provi 
__ 6rhly, Be much this day in Prayer; fot the Prey. . 
ers of young Folk arc very pleaſant Mufick in God'; Was: // 
Ears. It would be both yery Pram and profits. . 8 * 
ble, if Children of the ſame amily would take 11e hy 
ſome Time this day, to meet and read, and pray alt +7 
togerher 5 for ſo the Examples, and hearing of ona ina pus! 
another, would be mutually helpful, and ſtir them wes of / 
up to a Concern about their Duty, It is the Fault s .. 
i Reaton 


0 fot ON 
Tears If. 
Hours of 


Parents, that do not put them on to this Pro tice 
If Children did thus begin early to the Service of 


N f 2 wax: Erie ding of 
God, it would become Hhabitua and delighitu; 1 Hane 
hem afterwards. But, alas! inſtead of this, Wh:« en 
many Parents let their Children run and play theo Wu to « 


the Strects, and in the Church and. Church-yard on forvorte: 
the Sabbath, without Reitraint: But, Jet ſuch Pa-. He. 
rents remember, that H Children die in their Jui | 
uzrtes, wet ther? Blood God will require at ihar 
Hand one day.  __ 3 da 8i. 
II. I ſhall cloſe with a word to aged Pee tou Hncetin: 
that are cid Men and Women, give Eat to whit | geir 81 
am to ſay. Conſider how many Sabbath you harte bariou- 
miſſpent, and mourn for it. In Threejcore Dar erer th. 
Time, you have above T7 hree thouſand Sabboths o foe 
reckon r: And if God lay Judgmeut to the Liu dicse 
and Righteouſneſs to the 9 you will not de in fect 
able to anſwer for one of them. O! humble vt te 
ſelves deeply before God, and employ Chriit 0, Nat af 
clear your Counts for you. Put on Refolutious in ure 2, 
kis Strength, to improve Time better tor the u- V: 


ture, and particularly, the Sabbat h which God 1:49, WA ; 


Four dy 


Ufave 


ger aw for ſecuring an Intergft in Chrit; and oer, bot 


making Proviſior for long-laſhng Eternity Have, ed be 
you not great Need for it? Alas ! there arc me, Biel! a 
old Perſons who have all yet to do. Th G15 in, wh 
near run, and their Sun is at the ſetting ; a yt, Wh + ( 


they have their Work to begin, and their Journey 
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b let cut for. The? they have lived Threeſcore 
Years in God's World, yet they never ſpent three | 
Hours of all that Time in ſincere ſerving © of God, 
ir providing for endleſs Eternity. They never 
And with their Hearts, thought on their 
Ways, ſhed a Tear for Sin, ar fell on their Knees, 
ory, Lord, what ſhall I do to be ſaved? What- 
Bite (ball I have i a dying Hour: Where wall F 
ke „ my Lodging thro' Erermiry? How many 
ad Perſons are grofly ignorant of the firſt Princt- 
ples of Religion ? Yea, many Children of five or fix 
Years ald will far outſtrip them. O! what is the 
Reafon of all this, but the rr and mif-fpen-; 
ding of the Sabbath- day, and the Contempt of the 
Mans of Grace and Knowledge, which you might 
have enjoyed thereupon. Well chen, what reſolve, 
you to do for the Time to come? Have you not 
forgotten God and Chriſt, and neglecled your Souls 
md Heaven long enough? Or, will you do it to 
your dyirg Hour ? Are you content to go to the 
Grave without Chriit, and without Hope? O!] what 
afad Sight is it, to ſee gray Hairs and Graceleſneſs 
meetins together ? To ſec Men put to look through 
their Spectacles, but never minding to look to their 
Saviour : Lo ſec them leaning on their Staves, but 
derer thinking of relying on Chriſt for Salvation: 
To fee 4 ge forcing them to bow and bend their 
Bodies to the Earth, but yet never bowing a Knee 
It ſecret, to beg Repentance. O! what a Shame 
k it to live fifty or fixty Years zu the Mord, with- 
ut a {cr cnt Prayer, or penitent Tear for Sin? 10 
ure w/out God, withour Chriſt, and withnt 
faith: O! what will you anſwer for the fearful 
Abuſe of Gods long-ſuffereng Patience? Old Sin- 
ter, better thou hadſt died; when a Child, or when 

Fern, than to have lived fo long, and go to 
fell at 1:\t, It thou dieſt old in Age, and old in 
dn, wh. a hot and fiery Fell mayſt thou look for ar 
M O how many Sallaths and Sermons! How 


many 
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many Calls, Consol and Ex hortationt have you ty 
anſwer for? Remember, * will be called to 3 
Account for every Year, Month, Day, and Hoy 
you have lived: And, what Account can y ou gie 
of fifty Years ſpent in Sin, fixty Years lived in 4 
Chriftleſs and Prayerleſs State? Or ther rhouſany 
Fal hat he trifled away? Will you be perſwaded then 
to flee to Chriſt, as thy Surety and Cautioner, t. 
clear thy Counts, and pay thy Debts, 7-7/0: tt 
Door be ſoit, and improve the Time and S:bbaths 
which remain, for God's Glory, and your precio 
Souls Advantage. And to him who can effectually 
perſwade and enable you fo to do, be Praiſe for 
ever. Amen. | 
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Is A f, iv, 6. Seek ye the Lord. while he may 
br four 1; cali ye upon bim, le he 5s near. 
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PRAYER: 


APIG&LRATER is a Duty indil- 
pen bly neceſſary for every 
2 * Man and Woman, being 
ſtrongly enjoined and en- 
forced both by the Law of 
God, and Light of Natures 
fo that the Man is no bet- 
ter than a Brute, or a Mon- 
ſter, that doth neglect to 
Py to God his Maker 

it is by Prayer he ſhouſd _ 


nd Preſerver; ſecing, | 
Ye Glory to God the Author of his Mercies, a 
iknow1lcdpe his Dependance upon him. 
All that know God, will F e the 


Neceſſity and Excellency of this Duty: For Prayer 
8 the native Breath of renewed Souls to God, with . 
wt which, they can no more live, than their Bodies 
en without the gy.” Air. Fae uo tbin Hur 

c * 4 
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a An Help 


dt my Breathing, faith the Church. 7 Ht. eg. 


Prayer ig = Mean, both to preſerve Liſe and * 
mote Livelineſs in the Soul, ſecing it brings daily 
Supplies from the God of our Life. And this mad; 


the P lalmiſt to ſay, your Heart ſhall line thn; Got 
God. Pf. Kix, 32. of 
In my foregoing Treatiſe of the Zora Day, thave 
uſed plain and preſſing Arguments for his excel 


lent Duty of Prayer both in Families aud Closet 
to which I refer the Reader of this Append e But 
becauſe the Duty is ſo neceſſary in it (elf, and 50 
much neglected in this declining Age, I tha!l add 
fome Things further in this Place, for encouraging 
all Sorts of Perſons to the Practice of this noble 
Duty. | | 

I. Confider, O Sinners, that tho* you be cn. 
demn'd Rebels in the Hands of Juſtice, yet God of 
his Infinite free Grace, ſets oper the Door of Merc: 
for you, and al ſo calls you to enter in by Prayer and 
Supplication, tor Pardon and Mercy. Woutd it not 
be great Encouragement for a condemrn'd [alefac 
tor to cry for Pardon, if it were told him, that a 
Jong as the Sentence is not execute, the Moor of the 
King's Mercy ſtands open, and he will not be ct 
fended, that condemn'd Malefactors cry to him far 
Pardon? But would he not yet more conceive Hopes 
of Mercy, if he were told, that the King had lent 
bim Word, to come and cry for Mercy? Na, Sir 
ners, this is your Caſe, and will you not prize ard 
improve this Privilege? It was great Encourage 
ment to blind Bariimers to come to Chriſt, to ſcek 
his Sight, when it was ſaid to him, Be cf good Cont 
fert, riſe, he calleth rbhec. Mark, x, 49. He pre 
jently roſe, caſt awan his Garment, and came to 
Jeſus. And ſo ſhould we. Oh Sinners ! the fallen 
Angels, and Souls now in Priſon, have not this Er- 
couragement; the Door of Mercy and Hope is fot 
ever cloſed upon them, ſo that, tho? they ſhould ty 


40 41 Eternity, it will not avail them. How * 
— F e 
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for Prayer 5 


they eft-em your e . if they ad it? 
"div. God ftiles himſelf the Hearer of Prayer? 
and geclares his Delight in the Prayers of penitent 
dinners. Yea, we are told, that he hears the Cries 
of the Raten and brute Beaſts and grants to them 
chat they need: And will he not much more hear 
he Cries of a humble Penitent? Nay, he is fo well 
plea) with them, that he hears their Prayers: tho 
they be very lame and imperfect. We are told, 
that he hears the very Groans of the Praſoners, 
and the $7chs of the Needy. Yea, he heard Heze- 
hab, when his Prayers were but like the Chatter- 
ings cf 4 Crane, or of a Swallow; or like the Mourne 
ing of 5 Dove. I. xxxvii 14. O Sinners, tho 
jou can't Pray to good Purpoſe; yet you may char- 
ter as 2 Stoallow. Tho you can't pray long as ſome 
Chriſtians, yet you may utter, at leaſt, a broken Sen- 
rence or two; and ſometimes he hath made ſuch 
ſhort Sentences very welcome: As when the peni- 
tent Lleef cryed on the Croſs, Lord, Remember me 
when thou come(s. inte thy Kingdom. And when 
the poo: Pull lican laid, Got be merciful to me a 
Kune. Yea, when the oppreſſed Sinner hath not 
been able to ſpeak a Word, nor utter 4 Sigh or a 
Grozn, God hath underſtood and heard the Lan- 
puage of his very Looks. T7 hey looked to him and 
were ichtened, and their Faces were not aſhamed 
Ph, xxxiv, 5. O then! while you are in the Land. 
Wo Pro ver, and within Speech of the Hearer of Pray: 
et, make humble Addrefles unto him by Prayer. Seek 
je the Lord achile be may be found; call. ys upon 
vim while he 8s near, Iſa, lv, 6. The Time is 
dir when he will not be found, and when he will 
be out of the Reach of your Cry. What mequeſt 
tou ther, O Sleeper? Araſe, Call upon thy Eo 
WY + bs that God will think on you, that you 
erthh 97, | 
e more particularly, witlf reſpect to Famiiy- 
wel have ſaid much in * foreſaid Trea- 
. FER XY 3 | wiſe 
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tiſe, to demonſtrate the Neceſſity of it, and anfwe 
ObjeRions againſt it, I ſhal! add theſe fem Co 


$derations, in this Place. p 


1. It is propheſied and promiſed as a ſpeci: ! Blet 
fiag in the Day of the Lord's Returnine +> his Peop!, 
the Jet, with Mercy and Kindneſs, that 2 fi, 
of Grace and Supᷣplication 2 be poured forth up 
on Familics, as ſuch, fo that each Faith Don 
mourn apart. Zech. xii. 10, 12, 13 and con. 
ſequently, Famzily-Worſhrþ muſt be our tn! itpenſible 

ty. 

2aly. There would be no manifeſt Difference be. 
tixt the Families of Chriſtiaug, and theſe of Turke 
and Pagans, if it were not by the Worſſap of God 
It is this that doth evidence your being devoted to 
God, your owning your Dependance or him, gnd 
your making Choice of his Service. 

zaly. Terrible Wrath and Judgments a threat: 
ned and denounced apainft all he Familie that 
call not 2 God's Name. Jer. x, 25. I grant, 
that, by Families, in that Place, may alſo he under 
Rood 772bes. But what were theſe, but as it were 
Greater Families, made up of ſeveral Houſholds and 
particular Families? And if langer Fpriziies hal 
be puniſhed for neglecting of this Duty, u thould 
leſſer Families think to eſcape, when gu ity of he 
fame Crime? Nay, God doth certainly, in th. Place, 
threaten all Families, whether greater or fen, 

atbly. Every Head of a Family is bound, both by 
the Law of God and of Nature, to be concem id for 
the Welfare ef his Family: And what Method <an 
vou fall on ſo fit for this End, as by maintaining F4 
mily-Reiigion, and worſhipping God with your Fa. 
miſies, and, in their Name, making Confe//:1;: of your 
Family-Sins, begging Sutply for your Tami, a 
und giding Thames for your Family-Merci lt an 
the Senſe hereof, that made Job offer 44:!y Se. 
feces for bis Children. Fob, I. 5. Surely your E. 
amplo in this Mater, thro the Bleſfing of Bod 
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for Prayer 5 
old be 2 Mean, to engage your Children and der 
«11; to pray for themſelves, and to ſet up Family. 
#717, when they come to get Pamilies of their 


un. 
7 Confider what En gagenrents you ly under to 
mainiain Famzty-Worſhip, when ye ate married, and 
begin to iet up Families, M iniſters take you en- 
paged 19 ſcr up Family Mori in them. And 
when vo come for Baptiſm to your Children, every 
Child you get baptized, you are folewnly and deep- 
ruin before the Congregation, to worſhip Go# 
m you» Families ye vow publickly to the Great 
God, that ye will inſtruct and reach your Children, 
both by your Examples and Preceprs. And cun 
ye giv them any Example, that will be more effec- 
mal to in{lruct and teach them to call upon the 
Name of the Lord, than your praying with them, 
and fo: them in your Families. O frayericts Heads 
of Felice, will none of theſe Vows bind you to 
Family Prayer? Surely then ye are guilty of Vor- 
ried jury againſt God, who, if you Repeat not, 
will quickly come, and ſcarfully avenge rhe Quarret 
hi Covenant, and puniſh you for your perfidious 
Dealing with him. 5 | 
6:hly. Family-Worſh?p is an excellent Way to pro- 
pagate Religion, in the Church and Nation wherein 
you live. For, when every Family is a {matt 
Furch, and God is duly worſhipped in theſe ha. 
e, Charcheg; ſurely the Na, hure, 14 
publick Aſſemblies of Gods People, which are 
made up of theſe /zrrle Churches, would put on a 
veautitul Face. National Reformation would make 
pleatant and ſpeedy Progreſs, if every Head of a Fa- 
mi did begin at Home. When the Wall was to 
be built about Jeruſalem, it was quickly done, be- 
cauſe, every Man undertook to repair over againſt 
bs un Houſe. Neb, iii, to. And if ever the 
decayed Walls of our S:cts Fernuſalem be built vp, 
u wi be the fame Way. Let every one ſweep 
A 4 before 
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before his on Door, and then the public). get Fach 
wil be clean. : $ wot d 
ih. This is the Way to procure Bleſſine to your WM #7 m. 
Families of all Sorts, both Spiritual and Vn ve fo 
oral. For if God would bleſs a ntl for a cog. in th 
Servant, as we ſind he bleſſed Por phar' thus MA lies, t. 
for Foſeph's Sake. Gen. xxxix: , Much roam hani ſ 
will he bleſs a Houſe on Account of a gon, er up Fe 
of a Family. Make Conicience of entertaining God's Ar 
Worſhip. in your Families, and you may firmly ex. over 1 
pect, that the Lord, who bleed the Hol en: 


Baom and all that pertained to him, au, u 
Ark ubich he lodged in his Hou: who 
12. will alſo. bleſs your Houſe, nd prot. + the WM of G 
Works of your Hands, | the n 
gt hy. Con ſider the evil of negleee and f 
Worſhip, and the bad Conſequences th: my that 3 
to follow upon it. Hereby you are rank | olo&} 
Heathens that know not God: You are worle 
Arheaſm, and a practical denying of but oleCtt 
dance on God, ſaying, as theſe. Jer, ii, 21.1 © {ini 
Lora, we will come no more unto thee. We ani on in 5 
Families can lic well enough without God, And Fi 
further, you are hereby guilry of borbarous (it es. care! 
ty againit your poor Children, whole Souls ye nander. to ha 


took for at Bafriſms for this Way ye do what in WM tien 
. 5 5 1 . 
"= lies, to ruin the Souls of your Children and tor & 


amilies, who will readily follow your prayerleis keep! 
Example; and what a horrid Sin do you think it them 
is, to be guilty ot the Murder of precious Souls! ment 


Oh, it is fad to fee ay Children deſtroyed and 
theſe, who are under the ſtrongeſt Dei to Here Mal: 


them, and promote their Welfare! Nay, by the ne- bring 
glecting of Family-Worſhip, you contribute exceed- dreac 
ingly to ruin the Intereſt of Religion theo” rhe h wixt 
Land; for you teach your Children by your Exam. Serv: 
ple, and Generations to come, to live prayecleſs * ia; 


and graceleſs Lives; you fruſtrate the Ends af the 2 
Goſpel, and make Miniſters loſe all thei: Fu 
Yr . * , "Fas 


— 
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Fach «of you , ſaith on the Matter, God hott 
1 amweil 7 my onſe, he ſhall not be welcome 
f my Family, ſo far as I can prevent it; and to 
de ſore, O Sinner, thou ſhutreſt out the beſt Gueſt 
in the World. Yea, you not only do what in you 
lies, to baniſh God from your own Houle, but even to 
baniſh him from the Land you Live in, by training 
up Foſterity in a carnal and prayerleſs Courſe. 

And may we not here ſtop, and drop {ume Tears 
over the preſent Age, and the Land of our Natt- 
vity? Ah, the Neglect of Family-Religion gives 
us lad proſpe of the Riſing Gereration! For 
who {hell engage them to the Ways and Service 
of God, if Paronts and Heads of Familics neglect 
their Duty? JViiniſters are but little with them, 
ind ſpeak to them but, in general, once a Week, fo 
that all they can do, will ſignity little, if Parents ne- 
glect their Work. Every Generation will turn 
vorſe than the former, if Famil - Religion be ne- 
glected: Surely Religion will ſtill continue in a de- 
ning and ſink ing Caſe, and will not this land us 
in gatnrig bt Atheiſin at laſt? 

Henally, Let Prayerleſt Heads of Families, and 
carelefr Parents conſider, how terrible it will be, 
to have their Children from Generation to Genera- 
tien 2cculing them for breaking their Engagements 
ior them at Baptiſm, living prayerleſs Lives, and 
keeping prayerleſs Families, and thereby bringing 
them ta Eterpal Ruine. What a terrible Judg- 
ment Day do you think it will make, when Parents 
and Children, Maſters and Servants ſhall go in 
Maltitudes to the Pit, curſing one another, for 
brin2:1% them unto that woful Condition! What a 
dreadtui Reckoning will there be in that Day, be- 
wixt prayerleſs Parents and Children, Maſters and 
Servants! Oh, (will the Children and Servams 
3 lay) WE muit go down into that burning Lake, 
and 2 have none to blame for it but you, and 
* your graccleſs and prayerleſs Example! on 
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© Blood is on your Heads; for had we fen vi 
our Parents, our Mafters, worſhip Got in vw 

| Families ; we would have prayed for our C N 15 

1 = worſhipped God in-our Families. Rut Oh 

Your praycrlels Examples have damned u 7: 
* ternally! Curſed be the Day that ever 9 lived 
- under your Roof!” What will the great Judge 

ſay to you in that Day? Ah, curſed N. th 
* hai} thou damned thy Childsen, and kadit nr Pit 
© on thele that came from thy Bowels!” Ah will 
* the prayerlefs Parent anſwe ©, I have damn'd ©" 
* fel, and damned my Children too! d en I was 
| married, and they were baptiſed, f prorilcd for 
* my ſelf, I engaged for them, I vowed mat (. 
' acranly to worſhip God with them in my Fa 
„ mily, and to inſtruct and train them up ir: God; 
4 Service. But Ahl I never minded cue Word 

1 prone and ſwore before Men and Anzels, 

I believed Nothing that Miniſters told me of m1 
Hazard, it 1 fhould break my ſolemn Oat! to God: 
But now I find a they faid too true.” Uh, how 
contoundest will you look at that Day, when your 
Children will acciſe you, and. your Mater con 
dumm you, for the perfidious Neglect of this © 
cellent Duty of Famil Worfhip! You mov make 
light af theſe Words, as you pleaſe; bur | ca 
aſſure prayerloſs Parents and Heads of Families, 
tat prayerlels Children and Servants will be 5 
fad Sight to you in that Day; pay they wil be a 
fo many Afciftoues tyzed about your Nec, te fink 
you the deeper under the Wrath of God, . Hell 

ever. 

In the Name of that Great God who founded Fr 
m1ilies, I exhort all Heads of Families t wake 
Conlcience of worſhipping God in their Familes, 
as they would * God to bleſy them, aud his 
Preſence ta dwell in them. Be careſul, that God 
not only be werſhipped in your Fawilics, b. tha 
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for Prayer 1 
Alas! it is ſadly to be regreted, that many thro” 
the Land do the Work of. the Tord negligenily in 
their Families. 

As for Inſtance, x. Some come the length of 
reading a Chapter, and perhaps ſinging Part of a 
Pſalm, but there is never a Word of Praying in 
their Families. But do you think to reap Benefit 
by reading or fingzng, unleſs you join Prayer to 
God dor his Bleſſing? No, you even loſe that which 
you do; for the Halviug of God's Worſhip will never 
be pleaſing to him. I am ſure you would not be 
ſatisfied, chat God ſhould Halo your Salvation, as 
you Hale his Worſhip; if he ſhould ſay, PD! take 
the ove Half of you (your Body) to Heaven, and 
leave e other Half (your Soul) 2 Hell. 

-cly. Some have Worſhip in their Families on the 
$abbarh-day, but neglect it all the Nieꝶ over. Shall 
the crifling Concerns of the World ſwallow up the 
whole ſix TVeek-Days, and that God, who gives you 
21 your Time, have no ſhare therein Surely, They 
who ce all their Kelighn to the Sabbath, their 

Relegion is not ſound. 

:4ly. Some have Worſhip in their Houſcs at Nzg/ht, 

but neglect it in the Morning. Arc not the Lord's 

Mcrcies to us new every Morning? und why 

Mould not the Author of our Mercies bo acknow- 

ledged in the Morning, as well as the Evening? 

The Pfalmiſt faith, It zs a good Thing to give 

Thanks unto the Lord, and to ſing Praiſes to thy 
Name, O moſt High: 4» ſpew forth thy lowing 
Kindneſs in the Morning, and thy Faiihfulneſs 
ede; Night. Pf. xcii, 1, 2. 
y. Some perform Family-Worſhip in a careleſs 
fee Mianner,» and arc content it be hurried over 
at any Rate. Noth not a Holy God require you 
Heart; in all yoyr Approaches to him? Otremble 
or that Curſe recorded, Mal. i, 14. Curſed be the 
Decciner, hich hath in his Flock a Male, ang vow- 
62 and facrificeth unto rhe Lord a Corrupt 3 
| 5. 
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5s: bly. Some ake no Care to chuſe the . 2 
feng for the Duty. But either de/ay too long in the 
Aorninc, till 2 Throne 2. ne. r C657 pauy come 
up them ; or 0 late at A 22 t, till Sle-p or Hrou- 
fineſs overtake them. Bur 11 yOu tru!: 
give him the /; rf Fruits of rhe Da y5 and the ] ime 
When YOu Ars moſt. ative and beſt C1 {4 Oed 101 fo. 
ritual Dutics. s 

6rhiy. Some are at no Pains to ſnit , we 1's aveyr 
to the Caſe and Circumſtanccs of their F. ane 
They do not acknowledge the Familie Det ne 
pon God, as the great F900, acer of Fan [her 
do not make Farm: 7. Confellrens of their Sin: aveing 


— 
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God, theer n nich MICS contruct in a Fai ly 
Capacity, their ma 45 A Doge n Relatit Dn 


bi 

Jef, e ir unt roſita i Cn erje c. Theydo net offer 
EP Fa my 4 hankſ7 7 —_— ter the Bleſſings, v.{:ich 
thev v ith their Fam: lies receive from God, ond pur 
ticula: lv, tor the He ae of Protein, which Grd 
makes about them and their Rules, and all that they 
have. When God brings the Whale Family tgctbe; 
fafe i in the Lor 3 the:r c ve Atartmente; 
and rerurns them ſafe at 1 Nigg, from their rf? e746 
Fp mens, without any Difaiter-c or evi! Occ ur 
rene, It is moſt wake 2 2, You ſhould join together 
5 77 ems Fan Hidabugs to ycur «bs Protector 
gen. Wan, do nut preſent Family Pettis io 
thei: Nercies, which are ſuf-able and needtu! 101 
their Families, viz. Family-Procufmn, a E n 
ther fert. +4 Btu 22 7, fer Grace ib Chin eu, 85:4 
a Sieg gr rhe In Frei 2s % gi den len; ir 
Harmeny, muna Love, (tert ment, Prejc1 bai 
from Sins and Danger, Suffort under Family: 
YT; vals Se. You wrong vour Families, u. nen You 

omit theſe. Thigs ia Family-Fraver. 
ur. Some keep UP 2 Foy + Far !y-7 Ji: 575 2 
Ab! The blor their Holy 2 Durecs with un 
Th They do not teach their Familics by their 
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right in their Lives; but the very contrary : And 
thus they make their Prayers an Momtnati on to 
God, aud to good Men too. They expole Religion 
19th d eproach of the Wicked; and, like Eli Sons, 
nale People te abbore the Lord's Sacrifices. _ 

Lali, Some formerly have been exatt and bunctu- 
Ein Family-Worſhip, but, of late, have turn<d flack 
ad cateleſs about it. They have forgot the Kind 
if therr Yonth; and the Lowe of their Hſpouſals, 
The, have ſuffer'd the Lord's Altar to be broke 
down, and the daily Sacrifice to ceaſe. O that ſuch, 
who have thus leſt therr firſt Love, would be per- 
ſwaded to remember whence they are fallen, aud 
repent ard do their firſt Works. You cannot ex- 
7-2 to proſper, either in your Family-Affairs, or in 
your 50u1's Condition, while Family-Religion is in 
ſuch 1 languiſhing State. No wonder tho' your 
Son's decline, Love to God cool, and Love to che 
World prevail, and your Families ly under the Re- 
bukes of Providence, when God's Worſhip hath not 
tr wonted Room and Reſpect in your Houſes, 

i avain Exhort all that would defre to have 
therr Family-Affairs to proſper, and God to d ell 
in their Houſes, to make Conſcience of Family-Pray⸗ 
cr. What ever be done, let not this be 2ndones 
and what ever Buſineſs be neglefe4, let not this be 
done nagligently. This Work doth concern eve 
Head of a Family, be who he will, Rich or Poor, 
Uid or Young. O make Family Religion your 
Buſineſs and not your By-work, let it be your De- 
light, and not your Taſk. Be not flerhfirl in this 
Zuſfneſt, but fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Tord. 
You need not be long in this Service, but ſee that 
you be /zvely in it; perform it with the greateſt 
R-rerence and Serionfne(i, that theſe who join with 
jou may be ſtruck into a Holy Awe. Sy; 

Har in a Special Manner, let me addfeſs the 
dung, why are ſetting out in the World, and have 
either got, or are abut the getting of Houſes and 

Families 
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Families of their own; O mind Gods Worſhip 
in the firft Place, This is the ſureſt Forndation 
you can lay for your future Happineſs and Proſper. 

But ſee that you proceed in the right Method. 

Pf let God have the Throne in your Hearts, and 
then let him have an Atar in your Howſri: Fir 
open your Hearts to Chrift, and then oper: your 
Houſes to him: Firſt make your Acquaintance with 
him in your Claſets, and then entertain Converle 
with him in your Families, But take care that 
neither the one nor the other be delayed one Week, 
nor one Day longer. Now, you arc begins the 
World, and it is your greateſt Wiſdom to begin it 
with God; the longer you put off this Duty, Satan 
will caſt iv the more Rubs and Difficulties in the 


Way. Let not Zouth and Baſbfulnes bo Im-. Ml count 
pediment, for if you have Confidence enough i ge. oute 
dern a Family, you may alſo have it to Pray wth Ml 1, ; 
4 Family. x 4 

There is one Grand Olliiection made uſe of by be it 


Parts for it, Eneryone is ut fit to Pray before others, ; 
An. 1. 1 apprehend for the moſt Part, this is -. eb. 
thing but a fr/2gz/b Preterce to ſhift off the Duty:, r 
or if once you were perſwaded} of the Necefity f mti 
it, and had 4 crilling 17nd to it, you would alſo . 
find Ability for it. Had you once Praying Frames n p. 
you would ſoon find praying Furniture; Mater 


many againit F ee We want Gifts and 6:1] 


acce i 

and Words would not be want ing. | =_ TT: 
aly. Have you any Senſe of Family-Snr, or Fa. Wri 
mily-Wants, why then can ye not ſpeak them? aut 


Jou can tell your Wants to your Neighbours; WM | hs 
and why then can you nor tell them to God? 1:4 
Tho' ye cannot expreſs them to ſo good Pur pole s 27:7 
ſome others, yet do it 25 well as you can, and it WM wh; 
Mall not be rejected. In 4 N you addreſs God BW Wo 
as a gracious N and we know Parents will dot 

22 their Children, when learning to Speak, 


their Liſping and imperſect Words, ay 
545 
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16 for Prayer | 
Aly, Try it honeſtly, and make a fincere Mints 
all your Family together, and fall down on yon 
Knees bofore Gad, and yon may get Sirevgrh yon 
beet expected, and that in the Lime of Need: 
Cod uſerh to bleſs weak REſſays and Endeavour, an 
doch increaſe the one Talent to him that trades 
with it. - : 

2 Hy. Why will you not be as wiſe in the Wotk 
of your Chriſtian Calling, as in your worldly Oc eu- 
pation? Lou will not decline to write what is ne- 
ceflary to carry on your Trade, tho you cannot write 
o fine 2 Hand as Tome others: And why will; 
not pray as ye can with, and for your Families, When 
t is ſo neceflary to carry on 4 Trade with Heaven; 
tho' yo cannot pray To well as others? | 

«hv. Bcfore the Puty be neglected upon the Ac- 
count Unfrmeſs, it were better another mort ſit 
ſhould do it. It the Mie be more fit for it, She 
may perform it; yca, before it be neglected, x Sernn 
o Stranger thauld diſcharge the Dury, if fft 
for it. | | 

6:1/y As tor theſe who ere truly eveak and 
1647:7, God hath provided manifold Helps for thems 
blech they ſhould make uſe of. Diligently read 
the S:72prures, and, make them familiar to you, 

rticularly, David's Pſalms; and then you that 
have s picaſant Variety of Expreſſions fit to be; uſell 
n Prayer: For what Words can be more pub 
accep; 2%, than theſe which the Holy G/oft harh 
aGcarte? Alfo you have ſundry good Helps in che 
Writi:12s of goad Men upon this Subjef?. And be- 
dufte, there are many, who cannot purchaſe thele, 
| have here collected and ſubjoined ſeveral ſuitdhle 
derartig and Materials for Prayer, proper ſur 
Maftor, of Families, and others weak in Knowledge, 
Wnich 1 have expreſſed in very ea and plain 
Words, that they might be adapted to the meaneſt 
Lapac'ries, which 1 hope may be uleful to ſome. 
Aud if there be any, 120 may even think this Heng 
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too dear, I ſhall recommend one to them that ig muck 
cheaper, viz. The Shorter Catechiſm of this Church 
which all the Members of it, be they never ſo Por 
ought to have exactly by Heart. Now there is nos 
a Queſtion with the Anſwer of it in that ſma!! Com. 
ſure, but with ſome very little Alteration may be 
turned into Prayers, Confeſſrons and T hankſzinimgr 
And particularly, mots Rena at the endof tho 
Catechiſm, concerning the Zords-prayer, which g 
Mew us, what we pray for in every Petit of thi: 
comprehenfive Prayer; If you commit theſe cxatt. 
Ty to your Memories, and rivet them therein; | jar; 
theſe Lreſtions will afford you conflant Materials for 
Family Prayer, and a great Variety of Lug reſſm 
But leſt any ſliould mifimprove theſe Arm 

of Prayer hereunto annexed, I ſhall give ſome Ca 
tion about them. My Defign herein, is not to 
limit or reſtrict any to ſet Forms of Prayer, nor to 
encourage thoſe who reſtrict themſclves thereto but 
to engage Maſters of Familics,and thoſe who arc 
weak in Knowledge, to the Practice of the nccefſs- 
y and excellent Duty of Prayer in Families, «nd 
in ſecret; and thoſe, who do wholly neglect i por 
the Account of their Ignorance and Want of A »ilirics 
for the Duty. If Perſons be really unable to con- 
ceive a Prayer, and utter it from their own Hearts, 
it is certainly better for thera to make Uſe of the 
Words of another, than not to pray at all. The 
General Amy, 1647. In their Direction con- 
cerning ſecret and private Worſhip, do declare, That 
theſe who are runde and weak, may begin 1: 2 jet- 
Form of Prayer; but fo, as they be not ſlugg:/h in 
irring i in themſelves ( according to their daily 
Mreſſities) the Spirit of Prayer, which 25 £190" 
z0 all the Children of God in ſome Meaſure. Wherd 
we ſee the Aﬀembly allows theſe of weak Capact 
ty, to uſe ſer Forms at the firit: But they ought 
to leave them, aſſoon as they are enabled to pray 


in 4 conceived Manner, according to their da 
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for Prayer. „ 
Necefſit: -3. For, 2 Man, becauſe he may begin 
with 3 Fe rm, to ſatisſie himſelf with it, and gong 
brther, is to neglect the Spirit of Prayer, und en- 
courage a oful Formality and Lazineſs of Spirit, 
which is ex. temely provoking to God, and dange- 
wus to cur. Salvation. Befides, it is moſt fooliſh 
ind unreaſonable in itſelf; as if 2 Man who is 
umed bv a Fall, and needeth « Staff for his Sup- 
port, Huld, even after Recovery, ſtill make Utc 
of his Sci as much as ever, and ſo neceſſitate him- 
ſelf to a continual Impotency. 55 05 
Set Forms of Prayer, tho' of the beſt Compolure, 

we uſuzlly flat, dead, and general, and not ſuited 
p our particular Occaſions: Neither have they 
that Lite and Vigour to quicken the Soul, or engage 
the Affections, as theſe ; er which proceed im- 
mediat-ly from the Soul, and from a lively Senſe 
of ar particular Wants: And therefore theſe Forms 
we not to be reſted on, nor repeated over and over; 
far leis onght any to read them off a Book, when 
he prays for this is à finful limiting of the Spirit 
af Prayer, and a dangerons Exprdient, tending very 
much to hi ing on Deadneſs and Fourmality in Duty: 
For, as we ſce a Muſictan's Fengers will cafily run 
Nera Leine that he hath oft played, tho his Mind 
bs thinking upon another Thing ; ſo People will 
readily rn oder the Prayer they have oft repeated, 
When thair Flearts are in the mean I ime roving a- 
bout other Things: Therefore, this we muſt ſhun, 
anc every Thing that hath a T'endency to Formality 
nd Li lad, which is moſt hateful to God we 
# Spine, end requires us to worſhip him in i- 
Mi, and ſeck him 22th the whole Heart. 

Bur yer Forms, or Examples of Prayer; wher' 
tehtly compoſed, may be uſetul to not a few weak 
and Well imnfganing Perſons; who complain of Dul- 
ſr of Co:.ception; Barrenneſs of T Hong, and 
Wan: of Readineſs of Expreſfuon in Prayer; I ſay, 
neh may be of Uſe to ſuch, as a Help or — 

Y | 
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18 An Help | 


1 we 

for furniſhing them with Variety of Mater: at, 11 
ſmtable Expreſſions, which they oupht to make 10 
of in Prayer, only under the Conduct of God's hyts 
Spirit, to whom/every fiuccre Supplicant will, ar 
ought to lay his Soul open, when ke addrefies God 
by one for his gracious Aﬀiftance : For it is the 

oly Spirit that enlargeth our Hearts, „pencth our 


| Mouths, and doth effeRually prepare and furnith 


us for this Duty: And therefore he is cd, 7], 
Spirit of Grace aud of Supplication. 
But the Spirit's Aid is nowiſe inconfiſtent with 
our own F7e0us Endeavours, and Uſe f Means 
to prepare or ſelves for Prayer, by reading of 
rang, on ſuitable Matter for is, if our 
reparat ions be not reſted on. Nay, it we be a 
Pains, before Prayer, te fouze our ſelves to Fervency, 
and to melt our Hearts into a tender aft:tons 
Frame, by confidering our Cafe, and obſerving ow 
Plagues Wants, Mercies, that we may he ve Plenty 
of ſuitable Matter itill at Hand, without being 
ſtra itned therefore; this would be fo far trom hind 
ring the Spirit of Prayer, that it would bc 21 0: 
cellen: Way to obtain it. 
Reading and Premeditation concetring ine . 
terials of Prayer is certainly moſt uſetul and allow: 
able; tho' indeed we ought not to ſtint or Jimi 
our ſelves to Zhings premeditated, ut lay our 
ſelves open to the Aids and Influences of the Sprrit 
of Prayer; for the Gift of the Spirit of Prayer is 
not barely by Infuſion, but by gracious af1{t:ng our 
Fndeavours, and helping together with us. 
In the primitive Times, indeed, the / of 
Prayer, and other Gifts of the Spirit, were gien 
by immediate Infuſion, witliout the ulus cas 
Study and Labour; but nod he is pleaſed to work 
by Means, and by exricrna! Helps, which w- ought 
to make Uſe of, in Dependence on the %%%“ 
God. I acknowledge, that when the 5/477 4 
Grace aud Suf plication is poured out in a plc atiful 
Meaſure or rhe Churches, as it is promicd 7 
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for Prajer. Ty 
py Times, there is the leſs Need of ſuch Helps 43 
eſe: For, then, that Bleſſed Spirit doth liberaliy 
off and furniſh. the Weak, both as to the, Matter 
aud Manner, both as to proper Expreſſions and ſuits 
able Frames, for Prayer. But, in an Age when the 
Spirit is much reſtrained (as, alas! he is in our day} 
pegple Hive the more Need ta uſe Means and Helps; 
rot that they can poſſibly ſucceed in this Duty; 
withuut the: Spirit's Aid; but becauſe God is graci- 
ouſly pleated to pity and reward the hamble Aims 
and Enicavours of his People with the heavenly In- 
forts of his Spirit.“ 
Ned, it ſhould be conſidered, there is à vaſt 
Difference betwixt the Ahilities of ſeveral Perfons; 
me being naturally of a warmer Temper, more eaſy 
Aﬀetions, and ready Expreſſion ; others more cold 
ind flow in each of cheic :- And therefore require 
more Paing in Preparation tor this Duty. het 
the Iron 2s blunt, a Man muſt ut to ibe more 
Strencths, and be at the more Pains. One Man's 
Abilicics is not the Standard by which others are 
to be regulated; neither ſhould theie, who are more 
einincnt in Gifts, condemn others who are more. 
franc for Matter and Words, to make Uſe of 
Heip; For the Lon v is 4 Sovercign Diſpoſer of 
bis Gitts and Graces, in ſuch RIcaſures and Propar- 
tons as he thinks meet; r 
Eur Vecauſe many are apt to abuſe and reſt. upon 
Help ot this Nature, I do olemnly obteſt all, into 
who® [Tands this Help may come, to obferve what 
bath een ſaid, that they may uſe it aright, and 
now:''- reſt upon it, as a Pillow, for encouraging 
Sto :ii/hricſt and Formality in Prayer: But be fer- 
ert in ſecking the gracicus Aids mud Influences of 
th Peres of Grace And Suppli cation, who is the, 
Beſt of Hebe in Prayer, and is freely: promiſed 
& thele who ack him, Eule xi. 13. 
lt was a ecmarkable Saying of Luthet concerning 
ki: Pooks, I hate em (ſaich he) aud oft wh 
** 31 2 a I bey 
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48 An Help 


ry dere bunt, 1eft ey ſhould dimers tho Roy 
ant 19 reading the Holy StriÞriires. 80 * 
Frankly ſay, I with rather that this Help, and vt 


my Writings were burnt, than that they ſhould ai. 


vert the Reader from em loying the Holy Spirit 
Aſffiſtunce in the Duty of Prayer, or temp: any « 
teſt upon ſet Forms in the performing of it. 
The Examples of Prayer hereunto ſubjoined, 4 
-ehiefly defigned for Maſters of Femilics, beca.!; 
they need ſuch Help more than others; for they, 
who are the Mouth of others in Prayer, ought not 
only to conſult the Workings of their own Hearts, 
but to have an Bye to the Edification and Caſe d 
| alſo who join with them ; ard therefore arc 
concerned to notice their Expreſſions, that they be 
decent, pertinent, and ſuitable : Whereas, in fecre: 
Prayer, more Freedom ay be uſed, and 1 Re: 
gard had to the Order of Words and Expreſſione 
Seeing then we have only to do with the Heart- 
ſearching God, who will not miſconſtruct Word and 
"Expreffions, tho' harſh or incoherent, if the Inten- 
tions of the Heart be ſincere, one Langel 
Breathing of the Soul, attended with He vid 
Htings of Faith aud Loves tho the Words ts bro 
Ken and few, is far more acceptable to him, than 
the moſt eloguenr Diſcourſe, or fineſt Har 1/'912!, 
where Grace is not'ated. \ 
Theſe Things frequently that are taking with 5, 
are not fo with God. For the Lord fect nt 45 
Man feeth ; Man looketh on the outward Appen- 
rance, but the Lord lookerh on the Hear“, Sam. 
xvi. 7. —— 


© I ſhall ſay no more here, but procecd to the Ex. 
 amples of Prayer formerly mentioned : On! 15 
add this Word, That if what I have written 1 this 
Mort Hel for Prayer, ſhall, through ie E d 
»f God, prevail with any one prayerleſs Family 1 
n Pariſh, or with any one Prayerleſs Perion in 7 Fs 

\ | 100 | mil, 


1 


for Prayer. - - of 
+ ſet about Prayer, and make Conſcience of 


mily, 


in TI coming, 1 ſhall ble the Lo for ig 


ind rejoice that I have not run in vain, nor laboured 
„ein: For the Salvation of one precious Soul 1s, 


I 3 


1 Thing far more valuable, than all the Pains I can 
beſtow. Side. 
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For the Morning of a Week-day. 
| bs Great and Glorious GO D, Thou art 


he whoſe Name alone is Je aov An, and art 
the Moſt High over all the Earth; yet we wha 
ue but poor Worms, yea, finful Duſt. and Aſhes, 
heve taken upon us to ſpeak to thy Sovereign Ma- 
jelty, ©! that our Hearts were prepared ti come 


nv thy Preſence, and to call upon thy Blefied . 


Name, Lord, pour upon us the Sirit of ' Grace 
ang SUPPLICAEROR 3 and let thy good Spirit. help our 
lnfirmities, and teach us to pray. 55 85 

We come this Morning to pay Homage to chee, 
wr Grc:t Lord and Orcator, «iz whom wwe i ue, 


22 An Help 
ede, 41d hate our Being; and upon whom we 
continually depend, for all the Good we have, © 

ope for. We come to give Honour to thee, »« the 

reat Author and Founder of Families; ber they 
haſt made Man à ſociable Creature; thou ht 
thought/ meet, that he ſhould not be along, 2nd hat 
Jer the ſolitany in Families. Lift up the 7 ight of 


thy Countenance upon this Family, and let ds he. 


Jong to Chriſt, 7 whom all the Familie of thy 
#arth are bleed. 

O Lord, we humbly confeſs, we are guilty &f 
many heinous Sins and Provocations, and cn ct 
theſe Sins which uſe to bring Wrath upon / ani. 
lies ; ſo that they may juſtly bring a Curſ. into ou: 
Houſes, that might conſume them with the Timber 
and Stones thereof. Surely, 2 2s of the Nerd 
Aercies, that we are not conſumed before this 
Time. Lord, do not mark apainſt us the Sins of 
our Hearts, and of our Lives; for they are mere 
than we can remember, and greater than we can 
expreſs. Oh! or Inquiries are increaſes aver 
our Heads, our Treſpages are gromm up to tho very 
Heavens; yea, they are becom a Burden too heavy 


for us to bear. We. are oppreſſed with Guilt, Lord, 
undertake for us. 


But, bleſſed be thy Name, O Lord, for the Re 
medy thou haſt found out, and the JF orntain tor 
haft opened tor ſuch guilty and polluted I as 
we are. Lord, give us Faith to embrace the Offer, 
and apply the ſovereign Virtue thereof, Sha! the Re- 
medy be prepared, and we have no Defire afrer it? 
The Fountain be opened, and our Hearts bolicd? 
God forbid. = belteve ; Lord, help our Unis 
lief Bey | | 

We bleſs thee, Q Lord, for our laſt Night's 'rs- 
ſervation and Protection, and for the Reſt and Re- 
freſtment thou haſt given us therein. Ve lan- 


Aare ur down nnd [{epr, and awaked again; hoi 
rhou makeſt us 16 dwell 312 Safety. Thou haſt Heft- 
7 C | » . a U 
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us Ve te Terrors of the Night, and from the 
M:lice of evil Spirits that continually feek our 
Hurt. 0 cauſe us ro hear thy TLoping-Rindueſr 
i the Morning for iu thee do ve truſt. Cauſe 
us ts know the Way wherein we ſhould wwalk ;, for 
auß 0ur Souls unto thee. Gaſt us not away 
ſrom eli Preſence : Take not thy Holy Spirst from 
cr . © 
"Keep us this day, we beſcech thee, ip thy Fear, 
and let thy Holy Spirit be cur Guide an Counſellor 
in all % TFays. Preſerve us at all Times, and in all 
14:24 and Companies, from the Evil of Sin; and 
enable us to demean our ſelves, as becomes the Chil- 
aren dt Cod, the Redeemed of the Lord, Md Fol- 
lower: of Jeſus Chriſt. Put ſuch Principles of 
Gri:> and Holineſs in our Hearts, that may make 
as have a ſincere Reſpect to all thy Commandments, 
an to hate every [aſe Jay. Keepus chaite in all 
our 1 houghts, temperate in all our Enjoyments, 
bunblc in our Opinions of our ſelves, charitable in 
our Speeches of others, meck and peaccable under 
Provocations, and juit and upright in all our Deal. 
ings. Let us herein exerciſe our ſelecs, that we 
may have always % Conſcaraces word of Offence 26+ 
wards God aud towards Mu. | 
Lord, help us to walk circumſpeCtly, det 45 
Fools, but as Wiſe 3 carefully redeeming ihe, Nine 
chat we have Joſt, and improving all the Seaſons of 
Grace, which thou art yer pleaſed to put into gur 
Hande, for the Benefit and Advantage of our Souls. 
Preſerve gur going out, and coming in, and give 
tinc Angels Charge concerntng us, to bear u uP 
in their Hangs, aud keep uf in all our Ways. 
Bicſs and proſper us in all our lawful Defigns and 
Undartakings; and may we never take any Thing 
in Hand, but u hat is according to 7hy Hill, and for 
thy Glory. And, amidſt all. our Affairs in this; 
Hora, O! ſave us from forgetting or neglecting the 


Une hing necd ful. e ſave. us from beipg en- 
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24. An Help 
fared by our worldly Bufineſs, to an immcdergte 
Love of the World, and Neglect of religions Du. 
ties; but let it ſtill be the Language of our Hearts 
m have we in Heaven but thee ? Ane ben 
#s none upon Earth we defire befides thee. 
Let thy Goodnefs and Mercy follow us this day 
d all the days of our Lives: And be thou ou 
Guide until Death, our Comfort in Death, and our 
Portion after Death. O! hear us from Hen: thy 
Duelling place; and when thou hearei?, have Mercy, 


c 


| Forgive the Sins of our Perſons, and the Impert-ction; 


of our Prayers; and do exceeding abunder:!y above 

what wg arc worthy to ask or expect at thy Hands, 

for his Sake, who alone is worthy, thy Beloy-4d Son 

— 5 Chriſt: Lo whom, with thee, O Father, 2nd 
ſoly Spirit, be endleſs Praiſe. Amen. 


Another, for the Morning of a Neck da, 


\ Lony, thou art the God whoſe we arc, and 
whom we ought to ſerve. We acknowledge 

our Dependence upon thee and thy Providence, and 
deſire to gzve thee the Glory that 71 dive unto thy 
Name. Ot Voice, 0 „ ſhait thou hear tu the 
Atorning : lu the Mining will ue dirett on 
Prayer umto thee, and lool ip. Thou makeſt thy 
Mercies freſh ond new to us every Morning. We 
bleſs thee, that haſt given us refreſhing Sleep; 
that our Beds do comfort us; that we have not 
been full of Toffings to and tro till the Dau ning of 
the day ; and that weari ſome Nights ag not apporn- 
ted to us. Lord, make us duly ſenſible of thei? 
Metcics. Thou mightſt have made our Beds e 
have been our Graves, aud ſurprized us with our 
laſt Sleep; Praiſe be ro God, who hath lightened 


our Eyes this Morning, and that we have not flept 


the Stecp of D:arh. O Lord, ce will ſing of 117 
Power, yea; wwe will /ing aloud of thy Mercy in be 


Morning 5 Jor thou haft been our Defence. el 
4 / 1 4 39 ' * b 74 
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for Prayer. 25 
it is of thy Marey, that wwe are not confumed, and 
buried in the Ruins of our Houſes, And we owe 
it to thy Power, that thou ha't made a Hedge of 
Protection about us, and our Houſes, and all that we 
have; fo that no Evil hath befallen us, nor Plague 


- 


come ni our Dwelling. | F 

As thou makeſt the Natural Sun this Morning to 
riſe upon our Bodies; ſo let the % of Rig her- 
net ariſe upon our Souls, evzrh Healing under hes 
Mang. O Lord, be merciful unto vs : Heal our 
Souls - tor we have ſinned againſt thee. * 

The: madeſt Man upright, but we have ſought 
67 1271:9 ſintul and wicked udent ions. We have 
loft thy Image, forfeited thy Favour, baniſhed thy 
Spirit, and left our Father's Houſe, T he Crown 
is fallen from our Head; wo unto us, for wwe hade 
ned. We have made our ſelves a Mafs of Im- 
parity, Folly end Miſery: But, bleſſed be our 
Gracious God, who Hath made Chriſt to be to us 
Wiſtom, KReghteouſneſs, Sanctiſication and Redem- 
prion. Ol ghat we may be found in him, not ha- 
dung vir men Reghteonſneſs, but that which ig by 
the Faith of Jaſut Chriſt; that the Shame of our 
Nak edneſt may be covered, and all our finful De- 
tormitics hid from thine Eyes. 

O Lord, we acknowledge that our Sins are ſo 
great, 1d Jo heinous, that we are not worthy that 
thou flouldſt rake any Notice of us in a Way of 
Mercy : But, wworzhy 2s the Lamb that ni aan 
tv abe attay OUY Sens, and procure Mercy to us. 
0! bath he not perſectly ſatisfied that Juſtice which 
we have provoked; and fulfilled theſe holy Laws 
Which wv. have broken > Lord, do not regard what 
* have done agairſt thee, but what our Bleſſed 
daviour hath done for us: And let us be accepted 
in the 7/-loved. * 

grant us Repentance towards God, and Faitk 


wards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. O 1 belp us ſe tc 


Wd cut our Sins t6-our Repentance and Reſorma- 
| oF" . * ien 
a | . 
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Prayer and Snpplication, to make our. H - 


We An Help. 


tion, that they may never find us out to our Nui 
and Deſtruction: And diſpoſe our Hearts fr «11 
the Duties of Piety, Juſtice, Charity ond $»bricry, 
which we owe to thee our God, to our Neighboum, 
and to our ſelves. Put thy Spirit within us, ard 
cauſe us to walk in rs Statutes, and ro keep thy 
Judgments, and to do them. So engage our Hears 


- unto thy ſelf, that we may make it our ear ard 


Drink to do thy Will, and, with enlarzed Hearts, 


' we may run the ways of thy Commandments 


Lord, fanttify to us all our Enjoyments, and all 
our Empioyments here in the World; our Croffes 
allo, and our Comforts, and all Events that do be- 
fal us. Make us humble in a high Eſtate, conten- 
ted in a low, and ſtill carefu! for, our Sou!s in all 
Conditions. We depend on thee for Direction 
and Succeſs, in all our Undertakings and (ocern- 
ments: And thou haſt promiſed, Fre commit ow 
NMairs to thee, aud 2 — thee in oft oi 
Ways, thou wilt direct our Paths. O Lord, we 
defire ſtill to put our ſelves under thy gracious Com- 
duct and fatherlv Protection, that tho mavit-.chuſe 
our Inheritance for us, and diſpoſe of us, and all 
that concerns us, to the Glory of thy Nan Sc lead 
us here in all our ways with thy Counſel, that here- 
aſter thou mayſt receive us into thy Glory: And, 


. while we are here upon Earth, give us all Th! 


„* 


needful and convenient for our preſent Pig ge. 
ide ns day by day our daily Bread: And tave us 
at any Time from diſtruſting thy Providenes. Let 
us be carefu! for nothing, But in even Il by 
known to. God. And, as we, Bill live upon thy 
Bounty, O! may we be helped continually te we 


to thy Glory; to ſet God always before our Hes 


and duly to remember him in all our weys... 


. 


Let thy Grace, O Lord Teſus Chriſt, thy Loe, 


© heavenly Father, thy comfortable Fellow 
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for Prager. 27 
0 Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all we ought 
pray for, this day and for evermore. Amen. 


For ihe Evening of 4 Meeb day. 


2 
ons, when we confider that thou art the 
\CQ :igh and Lofry One that iahabireſt Eternity, 
Whole Name is Holy; and that thou dwelleft in 
the hich and holy Place; we have Cauſe, with 
Moſer, cxceedingiy to ear and guake, to fear that 
2 God ſo High, 65 Holy, io Happy, will take no 
Notice of the Addreſſes of Creatures fo mean, fo 
jinful, (o miſerable as we are. But when we think 
on thy encouraging Promiſes, our drooping Spirits 
begin to revive. Haſt thou not laid, 7 hat ih thor 
tecllelt f rhe high and hely Place, yet thou wilt 
devel! werh him alfe, that is of a contrite and hum- 
ble $7:1ir ? And, that the Needy ſhall not be for- 
gotta, and the Expeftaticon of the Poor ſhall not 
feriſh. Lord, remember the Mord to thy Servants, 
upon which thou haſt cauſed us to hope 

Bleſſed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with 
bis Penefits, and who hath this day preſerved us in 
our going out and coming in. 'I hoy bringeſt in 
plentitiiily to our Hands, and doſt blefs our Sub- 
ſtance. 'I'hou ſpreadeſt our Table, and makt(t onr + 
Unp 19 1117 Gwer 5 and cauſeſt Manna to be r azned 
abou! 07 Tents. Lord, what ſhall we render to 
thee tor cur Family and perſonal Mercies; and par- 
ticularly, for our Health and Strength, our Peace and 
Liberty, our Safety and Protection? Zy giveſt ur 
Refl 611 every Side, ſo that there is no Adverſary,, 
wor gu Occurrent. Thou makeſt 115 te lie down in 
Peace, and there is none to make us afraid. Thou 
allo continueft with us the Light of the glorious 
Goſpel of Chriſt, and cauſeſt us to dwell in a Val. 
bin, when Neighbouring Lands are ovor- 
{ps ead with Egyprian Darkneſs. * | 
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But, Lord, we muſt confeſs to gur Share, that 
we have not rendred to thee according to the Rene. 
ts we have received: For ve hate ſiunen Cain 
thee, aays and ways without Number: Vc have 
finned againſt Light and Love, againſt manifold 
Mercies and Motions of thy Spirit. We bare 
broke the Laws of our Maker, provoked the n 
of our Judge, and deſpiſed” the Goodneſs of our God, 
We are guilty of many Family Sirs anc perſonal 
Sms. Alas, for our vain Hords and unprogtable 
Converſe among our ſelves ! We have neglected ve. 
tative Duties. We have provoked. one another's 
L.aits and Paſſions, inſtead of provoking cone anc- 
ther to Love and good Works. 

Lord, look not on us this Evenipg, 25 we are in 
our ſelves; but look upon thy Beloved Son, our 
Surety, who was ewornndrd for our Tait eon, 
and lruiſi for ohr luiquitieg. And as the Cha 
ſliſement of onr Pence was uhon him, fo let the 
Merit of his Righteoutneſs he upon s, , by Jr 
Strifes we may be healed. Thau hast gracinully 
this day gien uy cut daily Bread ; we prov thee, 
for Chriſt's Sake, to torgive us alſo or dn 7 ref 
Payes : And tho' e have tooliſhly waited ay 
the day paſt, among tHe many other days v our 
Lives, which thou haſt allotted for our i{cpontance; 
yet we plead, that, out of thy free Pounty, ran 
wouldſt be pleaſcd'to continue thy former Care 28% 
Protection over us this Night. 

Such is the Frailty of our Natures, that vs nend: 
continual Reparation of our Strength by Slecg: Eut 
blefſed be God, who is the 'conftant Keeper vt // 
rael, that vcither flumbereth nor | fleeper. um 
mand thy Angels to encamp round about us, cha: 
we may not be afraid of any Terror by Nights and 
refreſh us with ſufficient Reſt, that thereby we may 
bc enabled to do thee better Service in the 241/03 
of the following day. 

Lord, watch over this Family, and ſcud dow? 
dach Bleſlings on it, as thou didſt on the Hooks, * 
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for Prayer. 29 
for che Ark's Sake: And ſay of it, 
Reft, here will T dell | 
pray for our ſelves, ſo we beg thou 
others alſo. Lord, thou 
thy Hand of Power and Mercy to 
che utmoſt Corners of the Earth, and to them 
t are afar off upon the Sea, Be nigh to all thoſe 
that are atar off Nom thee ; and let ſuch as fir in 
Darkneſs, and the Shadow of Death. come to ſee 
the Light of thy Truth, and hear the oy of thy 
Salnateon. . 1 | | 

Give thy Judements to the King, and thy Righ- 
feorſ1e/s 70 r he K. 28's Sun. May he ſo rule and 
teien hete for thee, that he may come to live and 
refon t ever with thee: Make all our Magiſtrates 
Men /--ring God, and eſchewing Hol. that 
all who ſerve at the Altar, may be bleſſed with 
i184; leads, compaſſionate Hearts, and exempla 
Lie, Convert the Unconverted; and pe thy 
gen Nor where thou haſt begun it. Enlighten 
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the Ignorant, awaken the Secure, convince the, Rr 
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roncous, reclaim the Vicious, eſtabli 


I the Ufer? 


led comfort the Dejeted; viſit*the Sick um AGF? 


fitted ; and appoint unto them ibn einn, Sentry 
for Aſher, rhe Oil of Joy for ii, and the 

Garment of Praiſe for the Spier of Heime. 

Lord, bleis all our Friends and Relations ; for- 
vive our Enemies; turn thou their Hearts: And 
direct our Ways ſo to pleaſe thee. that thou mayſt 
male even our Enemies to be at Peace with us. 

Lord, lead us not iuto Temptation, but dg us 
from Emil : For thine 2s the Kingdom, *Powwergna 
Glory for ever. Amen. * 
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LORIOUS GO D, Thou art infinitely ex- 
ed above all our Bleſſing and Praiſe "Our 
Eooincls doth not extend unto thee : Thou haſt ne 
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Jo, An Help 
Need of us, or of the Service of any of thy Cres 
tures. One Drop of Water adds fomewher tb the 
Ocean, but Ten thouſand Worlds of Men and gu. 
gels add nothing to thee. * Thou humbleſt thy el 
ever. to bebold the Things that are in Heavy, t 
take Notice of theſo bleſſed Creatures above ; 01 
how wonderful is thy Condeſcenſion then, to los 
down upon us, poor ſinful Worms, that dwell here 
in Houſes of Clay, whoſe Foundation is in ti, 
Daſt ! Blefled be the Lord, who has allon ed us os 
day more to repent, and make ſure our Iutereſt jr 
Chriſt z tho' alas! we have greatly :mif-ſpent it 
and man; more. We have many ways oltended 
God, diſhonoured our Proteſon, and revolted from 
the Vows which we made in Baptiſm, by World- 
lineſs, Pride, Envy, Anger, Diſcontent, Evil-ipeak- 
ing, and terving diverſe Luſts, which then we ut. 
terly renounced, and promiſcd never to live in again. 
Lord, convince us of Sin, enlightert our Minds ir 
the Knowledge of Chrift, renew our Wills. and 
work a gracious Change in all the Faculties of our 
Souls, and ringe ts with rhe Blood of Chil, 
that cleanſeth from all Sin. 

Be pleaſed to accept of our Evening-Sacrifice of 
Praiſe and Thankigiving, to thee the Father of Mer 
cles, for the Mercies of the day paſt, and tor thy 
great Mercy and Goodnels, that has hithcrto follow- 
ed us all the days of our Life. Tow excellent i, 
thy Lowng Kindueſi, O God ! Therefore do len 


put their Truſt under the Shadow of thy . 


Thou ofencit thine Hand lilerally, aud ſari nt 
tbe Deſire of every living Thing: Hecaiſe hoi 
haſt commanded thy Loving Kingneſi inte Day- 
ri me, therefore in the Night ſball thy Song be with 
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Thou art never weary to do us Good, let us ni, 


weary to do thee Service: But as thou haft ew 


ſure in the Proſperity of thy Servants, fo {ct v8 
take Pleaſure in the Service of our Lord And 
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for Prayer. ?1 
whoa we Wake in the Night, help us to remember 
thee uten our Bed, and meazrare 62 thee in the 
Nicht-watches. O! that Chriſt, 9ur Weli-beilowed, 
man be as a Bundle of Myrrhe to us, lying all 
Nieht betrezx't our Breaſts. 

Ve bleſs thee, that makeft the Outgoings of the 
Pvcaing, as well as of the Morning, to rejoice to us. 
0! that thou wouldit alſo It wp rhe Light of rhy 
Co cane pon 115, and make us glad with the 
Intimations of thy Love to us in Chritt, O! that 
ve could ſay, and appeal to God for the Truth of it, 
that he knows we had rather be poor, reproached, 
ind fickly with his Favour, and with Communion 
with him, than to have Heaith, Wealth and Ho- 
nour without him: And that we rather have Heart- 
Love to him, and delight in his Ways, tho' never ſo 
much «Micted, or even deſerted; than to ſwim in 
Abundance of all carnal Enjoyments, with Hearts 
carelets of God, and eitranged from him. 

Be thou the God of this Family, and grant us 
ſuck Mercy as the Apoſtle begged for the Houſe: 
of 01e/phorur, Baniſh Sin, and implant thy Fear 
in the Hearts of Old and Young. Let us dwell to- 
wether in Unity ; and do thou command the Blut- 
ing upon us, ede, Liſe for evermore. 

Vi crhank thee, O Lord, that we have this Night 
chere to lay our Head 4 and that we arc not put to 
wander in Nelexts and Mountains, in Dens and 
Caves of the Earth. We are better provided than 
was our deareſt Saviour, and theſe of whom rhe 
World an not worthy, 

_ Let var Steep this Night put us in Mind of our 
alt Sleep by Dearth, and of the 'Vime that is near, 
When thote Bodies ſhall be ſtretched on a Bed of 
Earth, O! that we may lie down this Night in a 
ctate of Peace with God. Many go well to Bed, 
and never riſe again, till the Morning of the Re- 
lurcoghton. Let us be making daily Preparation for 
uc great Change, that, when ir cometh, it may be 
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no Surprise nor Tetror to us 3 but we may, wit 
Comfort, put off cur Bodies, and reſign dur Souls t, 
the Hands of our Redeemer, krowene whom my 
hade belzeved. | 

Help us to improve the Silence and Solitude « 
the Night, in communing with God, and our gun 
Hearts ; and when we awake from Sleep, let d 
ſtill be with thee. Reftore us to another day in 
Safety, and prepare us both for the Duties and'ithe 
Events of it; for 2070 know not what a day may 
brings forth. 

Let thy Church flouriſh every where, and clothe 
her Enemies with Shame. Bleſs our Proteſtany 
King, direct his Counſels, and make his Govery 
ment ſtill eaſy and ha; py, both to himſelf and ws 
Blefs the Preaching of Chriſt's Goſpel ; and give 
Check from Heaven to all Profanencſs, Vice, and 
Ungodlineſs, chat preſutuptuous Sinners may be 4 
ſhamed, and rhe Wickedneſs of the Wicked mar 
come to an End. O!] thai every one that name! 
the Name of Chrift, may depart from Triguity. 

The Bleſſing of God Almighty, Father, Su, 
and Holy Spirit, be with us, and with al! that 
belong to us; this Night, and for evermore. 4 
men. 


For the Evening before the Sabbath. 


| Lmighty Creator and Governor of the World 
| what an unſpeakable Niſtance and 13i!}-: opor 
tion is there betwixt thy Majeſty and us, 25 we 970 
Creatures; and much more as we are net? 
Thou dwelleſt above in Manſions of Gloy 3 * 
dwell below in Houſes of Clay. Thou art tte 
ly pure and unſpotted ; but we are unſpca ab. vile 
21 polluted. | 
It is a Wonder of thy Patience, that we, Poor 
undeſcrving, ill-deferving, and Hell deſcrving 1 ref: 
| chen, are not con ſumed long cre now For we have 
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for Pra jer. | 37 
| | | 3; 
been Tcanſgreffors from the Nomi, long Rebels 
mint God, and Enemies to his holy Laws. Oh! 
ve ct ſufficiently expreſs our miſerable State by 
Nature : We are loft Sinners, ind lic groveling 
under the Rubbiſh of the Fall, and cannot relieve 
our ſ{c17es, We are nothing, we have nothing, we. 
now nothing, we can do nothing, but fin. Me are 
all 1 an unclean T7 hing, and all our Righteouſneſs 
ic % Fe Rags. Not only the Faculties of our 
Souls, but even the Senſes ind Members of our 
Bodies, cur Eyes, Ears, Tongues, Hands and Feet, 
are all deliled with Sin, and are daily Inſtruments 
of attending thee. - From the Crown of the Head, 
19 the Sole of the Foot, there ig nv Soundneſs, In 
us d e nd goed Thing. - | > 
Hare we not Cauſe, Lord, to Rand afar off with 
the P:1þ/7can, to {mite on our Breaſts, and to cry, 
God be merciful to us, poor Sinners? We-are un- 
worth) ſo much as to lift up our Eyes to Heaven, 
tar leis to dwelt in Heayen, - . 
But ſceing, thou' haſt found out a Remedy, and 
opened Fountain for Sin and Uncleanneſs ; yea, 
ball declared, 7 hon- defireſt nor the Death of a Sin- 
ner. but dclighteſt in the Groean:"* of a contrite 
M-a/; ; we beſeech thee to pity us; waſh us in the 
Jordan of Chriſt's Blood, cleanſe our Hearts, puri 
ke ont Natures, and conſecrate both our Bodies and 
Souls to be Temples for the Holy Ghoſt to dwell in. 
Lord, open cur Eyes, that we may tee the infinite 
Worth of Fefus Chriſt, and our Souls Need of bim, 
that we may, with, Speed, fly to him for Pardon 
and Cleanſing. Lord, ciothe us with the Righte- 
ouincis of thy dvar Son, and deck us with the Gifts 
ind Graces of thy Holy Spirit, that, like the King's 
Daughter, we may be all Corious within. And 
may we ice ſtill more of the Vileneſs of Sin, and 
Beaury of Holineſs, that we may fly from the ont; 
and elcave to the others 
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Help us Lord, in the Cloſe of this day, and d 
this //2ek, to remember the End of our I. ves, that 
.is at Hand ; that ſo we may live the Life f e 
. Rzghteons, and our latter Fad may be like hi. 
Let us live in thy Fear, that we may die in thy 
 Fawour 5, and, may we never be willing to live i 
Juch s State, as we ſhall be afraid to dic in. 

The bypaſt Day and Week have brought all the 
Living nearer to the Grave, and alſo turned many 
into it 3 and, we fear, plunged many into Hell, b. 
yond all Hope of Relief: Yet thou mercifully Ba 

ared us, and given us longer 'Time forRevpcutance, 
Yea, tho we have miſ-ſpent our Time, and negled. 
ed our Duty this Week ; thou haft preſerved ys 
from Dangers, proſpered the Works of ou Honey 
and brought us ſafely to the Cloſe of it; aud art gi 
ving us the Proſpect of enjoying another Sat bath, 
new day of Grace and Salvation. 

Lord, when thou ſaweſt every Thing thou hadſt 
done in the firſt fix days, behold all was very 
Good, and thou rejoicedſt in the Work «cf thy 
Hands. Bat, alas! when we review our liz days 
Actions, we have cauſe to mourn and cy, In n 
Things have we failed; who can underſtand bis 
Errors: Lord, cleanſe us from ſecret Faul. 
Alas we have not minded nor pract; d what 
we heard laſt Lord's-day from thy bleſſed Word, 
Our hearts have been carnal, and we hs: forgo 
our Saviour, and our Soul's concerns thro' the Week. 
And we have wofully come ſhort of our Duty both 
to God and Man. 
But, Glory to God, that hath not taken Venge 
" ance on us for the Sins of this Week, but waits to 
be gracious, Thou art giving us Space and Place 
to repent in; OI give us alſo Grace to repent with 
Grant us this Night, for Chriſt's Sake, Ropertance 
und Forgiveneſs. for the Sins of the bygoue W cel, 
that we may not appcar wefote on the $8 
bath, with the Guilt and Filth of them ape 
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Ml ©! let not our Sias keep, back hy. Blefling, or 
MM kinder thy Preſence with us in thy Ordivances: 
MM Bu b p us to ſanctify our ſelves this Night, hat 
„ Morrow, the Lord may do Wonders among 1s. 
1 O give us Grace to prepare diligently” for thy 
ba, 2nd to ley afide all worldly [Thoughts and 

Cares this Night, that we, may be in Caſe, to go up 
MM + bunt to worſhip God. Ol to be putting our 
mW Hearts in ſuch a ſpiritual Frame, as theſe who die- 

fon to tryſt and meet with God to Morrow. 
| Fe ſagourabie to thy Zion, build up the Walls 
%, jcrufalem. Ter thy Name be glorefied thro” 
. i! Larth. Let thy Kingdom cone in this 
a, and. cauſe Satan's Kingdom fall ar 
Ling before the Sun of Righteoufirels.; Rule 
i in ths Hearts of our Rulers. Make thy Servants 
ii io the Miniſtry as brruzng and ſhining Leghts, 

in the midſt of a dark World. As SeraÞbems, let 
dem burn in Zeal againſt Error, Superſtition and Pro- 
bpbancnels. And let a Crucified Jeſus be the great 
bi and Scope of their Miniſtry. Ol fit and 
„ri them for the Duties of the approaching Day: 
Dic them to let down the Net on rhe right Side 
e Ship, that a great Company of Souls may be 
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inc loſed, and brought aſhore to Chriſt. 
dea Phyfician to the Sick, « Father to che Fa- 
d. therleſs, and plead the Cauſe of the Widow. Pro- 
„vide for the Poor, viſit the Priſoners, relieve the per- 
k, ſecurrd, and ſpeak Peace to troubled Conſeiences. 
th Let this Family be ſafe this Night, umuen the 

adac of rhy Wings, and have underneath us ry 
ere iug Arms. Defend us from aſl our Egemies, - 
oh 28d ©lpccially; from that Roaring Lion, which go- 
nm about Night and Day, Jeeking to. denant. 
Lat e gracious Cloud, yea, a dropping Cloud af Mer 
J hang aver this Family both Day and Night: 
And let Old and Young of us be intereſted in Jeſus 
(cut, that, as ohe Houle holds us now, one Heaven. 
may Contam us hereafter. 1 
2 2 


38 An help 
And now, ſeeing we are one week nearer our 
End; help us ſo to number. our Days, aue may a5. 
'ply our Hearts unto Wiſdom. And give us Graee to 
Jive ſo now, as we may bave a well groumded Hope, 
and the Peace of 4 good Conſcience to ſup port us at 
A dying Hour. Lord acept of the Ranſom of thy 
Son's Blood, as 4 Propittation for all our Offences; 
end intimate this to our Conſciences this Night, 
that ſo our Souls may Reſt as well as our Bodies 
Sanctify our Nights Reſt and Sleep, that cur frail 
Bodies may be refreſhed, and better diſpoſed ts 
ſerve thee on thy own Day, withour Droufinek or 
Wearying. 'When we fall aſleep, O! that we may 
leave our Hearts in Heaven; that when we awake, 
we may find them ſtill with the. Hear us, own 
us, and bleſs us for Chriſts ſake, ro whom, with the 
Father and Holy Spirit be Praiſe and Gb 
Jor eder. Amen. | | 
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For the Morning of the Tara day 


Oft Glorious God and merciful Father in our 

2 Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we beſecch tee look 
with Pity this Morning upon thy unworthy Cres 
tures, drawing near the Footſtooſ of the n of 
hy Grace, upon thy own Day. We acknowledge 
our Unfitneſs and Indi ſpoſition for the Work and Im- 
ployment of this holy Day: For tho it be our 
greateft Honour and Advantage to be allows! Ac. 
ceſs ro thee x yet our Souls are poſſeſt with 5virit 
of Inſirmity, and fo bowed together, that we <4nnoi 
lift them up unto thee. Lord, cure this ſad Diſcaſe, 
ſpiritualize our Affections, remove our Carnality, 
and cleanfe ys from all our Sins. O feparare them 
from thy Preſence, as far as the Faſt is diſtant 
from the Welt. 
e bleſs thee for preſcrving us from all Dangers, 

hre the laſt week and this laſt Night, aud for 
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for Prayer 37 
lengthning out our Lime, and giving us another 
Sabbath, and a new Opportunity to repent, and 
nale o Calling. and Hlection ſure. As thou baſt 
ayaknet our bodies from Slcep, Lord, awake our 
Souls from Sin and carnal Security ; and help us to 
think upon that Morning, when the laſt Trumpet 
will awake us out of the Grave. . And as thou haſt 
cauſed the Light of this Day to ſhine upon our 
Bodies, cauſe the Light of thy Word and Spirit to 
iluminate gur blind Souls: And as thou addeſt new 
days and Sabbaths to our Lives, add new Grace and 
Strength to our Souls, that we may ſerve thee ac- 
ceptably therein. | ; wy 

Q Lord, give us Grace this Day, in all our Per- 
formsnces to remember, that every Sabbath, every 
Sermon, every Prayer, and every Duty, ſets us either 
4 Step nearer Heaven, or nearer Hell. What Cauſe 
have we then, to ſpend this Day, and wort out 017 
al vation therein with Fear and trembling? Lord 
forbid, that it be our Condemnation, to go every new 
Sabbath to thy Sanctuary, to get new Bands 3 
us, to increaſe gur Souls Deadneſs, to get our Hearts 
more hardned, and to be ſlain by the Words of thy 
Mouth, But we plead for Chriit's Sake, that, as 
this day ie a bleſſed day in it ſelf; ſo it may he a 
bleſt and comfortable day to us, even a day of Re- 

entance and of Pardon, à day of Conviction and of 
Cooverſion. Lord, make it a day of Reconciliation, 
betwiat thy bleſſed Majeſty. and our finful Souls. 

O er not our Sins Rtand as a Cloud to ſtop our 
Frayers from aſcending to thee, or to keep back the 
Beame of thy reconciled Pace from ſhining on us. 
O! Let not our Sins ſtop the Current of thy tender 
Mercics to us this day, e 

We P.aiſe thee for thy diſtinguiſhing Megcies 
to u* his day, particularly, that we were hay 20d. 
do tall live in 4 Valley Viſion, and in Mb 
Caſben. when other Nutions about us are full af "vo 
ſtan Darkneſs; and that our Fleece is wet, When 
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others is dry. We bleſs thee for Sabbath-days. 40 
tor the Days of the Sor of Man, which we do 4 
Joy. We Bleſs thee, that we live in u Land dhe, 
God is vublickiy worſhipped on this Day ; 4:4 0 
ou Candleſtick it not removed one of it be 6, 
we juſtly deſerve, for leaving of our Hrſt Tome Þ 
2 a good Thing, O Lord, to praiſe thy Name. mi 
declart thy lowing Kindneſs, 2 the Irin, 7 
thy holy Sabbath. Let us go unto thy Ga, this 
Day with Thankſgiving, aud enter ths Corrs 
Auth Praiſe. N 5 
O that this Day may be the Deligut t gut 
Souls! that on it w2 may not find our own Ua 
do our own Works, ſpeak our own Words, or think 
our own Thoughts. Lord, fix our Hearts this day 
upon thee, and Things above: Ser a Watch before 
the Door of our Lips, that we offend not thee with 
dur Tongues. © 
Lord, open a Noor of Utterance this day to thy 
Servants, and give thoſe that preach thy Word ihe 
Tongue of the learned, that they may rightly d. 
vide the Word of Truth, and ſpeak a Word in 843. 
fon to their Hearers Souls, ſuitably to their various 
Caſes. O] make this day a day of Power, and pire 
thy Goſpel upon it a free Paſſage thro? the Vorld, 
for the bringing in of thy Ele. 
Tbo' there be many this day to addrefs ther, 
et thou well knoweſt all their Conditions; and 1 
1s no Trouble to thee to hear their different Con. 
plaints: It is all one to thee to relieve many as fey, 
for in « Moment thou canſt difpatch the Affen 
of Millions together: Yea, thou canſt more cehly 
redreſs all our Grievances, than we can {cok it of 
1 i 
Tord, do thou this day glorify thy fre Grace, 
-anddovereign Power, in caufing the Gates ot bolted 
Hearts ro fly open, and the Powers of Hell to ge 
ack, and poor Sinners to caſt down the \W capons 
of Rebellion, and touch the golden Scepter, and Ive. 


Thou 


for | Prayer. 39 


Thos haſt the Key of David, that opens and no 
Man ſhuts, and ſhuts and no Man opens: We pra | 
thes, open our Hearts ſo this Day, by the Key o 
ky Word, that they may never more be ſhut on 
hee, our Saviour; and ſhut them fo by thy Grace, 
that they may never more be open to Sin and 
Satan, when they knock, 

Lord forbid, : ba our Hearts be as the High Way, 
or fray Ground, where the go Seed of thy Word 
cantat thrive z or like the rborny Ground, where 
the Cares of the World do choak the Word: But let 
as hear thy Word with good and honeſt Hearts, 
and bring forth Fruit anſwerable thereto. 

Lore, keep us from Drouſineſs, Wandring, or 
Wearying in Time of Hearing; and baniſh all vain 
and worldly Imaginations far from us. Draw our Souls 
out of the miry Clay of this World, and wean our 
Hearts from the vain Pleaſures of it, that our 
Hearts may be intent upon Chriſt and Heaven, thro' 
che whole of thy Day. Lord, fave us from Hypo- 
criſs in our Approaches to thee, or from drawin 
near thee with our Lips, when our Hearts are far 
from thee: But give us Grace ſ% id ag, that we 
nay receive, ro ſeek, that we may find; and tnock, 
tar xt may be opened to Us, 2 

Ler thy moſt holy Spirit be preſent with us, and 
| reſt upon us this Day, in praying, praiſing, read- 
F ing, and nearing thy Word, that we may do it with 
N Car: and Attention, as for our Souls Lives, with 

Humility and Reverence, and without Prejudice, 

with, Minds ready to hear and obey: And help us 
N to mix dur Hearing with Fatih, and to live and 
if walk this Day, and all our Days, by Faith, that fo 
_ at the End of our Days, we may receive the End 


0 of our Faith, even the Salvation of our Souls. O! 
4 that we may ſpend this Sabbath, and improves theſe 
0 Sermons, as if they were the laſt, that ever we were 
15 10 ic or hear in this World: For, all the Men on 


. Earth, yea, all the Angels in Neaven, cannot aſſi 
. 8 a us, 
24 


In Help 


d. but it may be ſo; for our Times, and af ire 
Have, are only ir thy Hands. 

O Lord, for thy Name's Sake, mount the 13 
of the everlaſting Goſpel ; take to thy ſelt thr glo- 
rious conquering Power, and, in thy Majedy, Tide 
Preſporouſſy; make the Arrows of thy Ii or ſharp 
i the Hearts of thine Enemier, aubereby le Pog. 
ple may j ul under thee. Cauſe a Gale ot Heaven [ 
Miu to t low upon us this day, that our ry Zone; 
may be « 1livened, our dead Sorts guich' , ou 
Faith tr methned, our Defrres kindled, and our 
Love ini med; that we may revive” as the ( Corn, 
grow up before thee as rhe Lily, and [hoot forth 
vr Branches at Lebanon: And that we mn ay be 
enabled tu rum the ways of thy Commands wit en. 
_ Hearts. 

Lord, let Grace in us be,libe the Houſe of 1 
Wray day roaxing ſtronger and ſtronger : ar 1 0 
Iike the Honſe of Saul, grorving Wearer ang 
Se aber. 

Make a Diſunion this day betwixt us and all gut 
Sins, that chere may be Qommunjon betwixt Clif 
and our Souls, | 

All which we beg «nd intreat for Chriſt's he: 
To whom, with the Father ama Holy Spirit, be 
everlaſting Glory and Praiſe. Amen. 


Hnorher, for the Mprung of the Lord's fy, 


Ternal and Omaipotcne Lord God, att 
the High and Lofry One that inhabit 
nãty; yet thou art 88 — to dwell with 
the humble Sprit. We do humbly acknow!-2e 
our ſelves unworthy of this unſpeakabJe Privilece ot 
Acceſs to thee, thro' Jeſus Chriſt. ' We deſerve not 
to be called thy Servants, and far leſs :hy Child; 
for we are the vileſt of Sinners, and the work of hy 
Creatures. We have lived in Enmity and Nebel 


Lion againlt thee, from the wt Womb; We eve 
0 abuſed 


abuſed and incenſed divine Patience and Goodneſs» 
that have been to us like the dropping Dew ; we 
have exaſperated divine Power and Juſtice, that can 


conſume us to Powder ; we have provoked thee, 


who art the Sovereign Lord of Heaven and Earth 
that, by thy Word, canſt tear up. the Foundations of 
the Hyrld, as eaſily as thou laidſt them; we have 
daſhed both Tables of thy Law into Pieces before 
thy Face ; we have broken, not one, but all of th 
Commands, .even the Commands of that Great God, 
who, by another Command, mightſt fend us into a 
Grave, or into Hell in a Moment: And tho! 
thou didft ſo with us, we could not complain of In- 
juſtice 

ut, Gracious God, thou art pleaſed, in thy Mer- 
cy, to give us a new Sabbath, and a new Time of 
Repentarte ; and to renew the Offers of Salvation 
to us thro? Jeſus Chriſt, O] give us Grace in this 


our Lay of Mercy, to conſider the Things which * 


Velos g to our Peace, before they be hid from our 
Eycs. 

Alas: our Spirits are dull, our Hearts are hard, 
and our Love is cold; we are much out of Frame 
for the ork and Duties of :his day. O] let thy 
Grace be mighty in us, and hel nt for us, to recti- 
fe what is wrong, that we may be zu the Spirit on 
le Lord's day. 

We deſire, Lord, this day, to remember th 
wonderful IVorks of Creation, from which thou didi 
reſt vpon: the Sabbath, and admire the Hor of thy 
Hands. Thou ſaidſt this firſt day of the Week, Let 
there be Light, and there was Light. We pray 
thee, ſhine this day into our Hearts, with the Light 
ot the faving Knowledge of Chriſt. 

We defire, in a ſpecial Manner, to remember 
wirn Thankfulneſs, the Reſurrection of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who, this day, compleated he Work of 
d Recemprion, and was declared the Sou of Gog 
e Toner. O! that by virtue of his Re ſurrecti- 


1 


An Help 


on, we may tie this day from the Grave. of &:, 
and wall in Newneſs of Life. E 

We bless thee allo, for the Holy Spirit thou dig! 
pour down this day upon the ApoRtles, tr fit then 
for their Work, and to make up the wart of thy by 
dily Preſence. Lord, fend down that Spirit this 
day, to breathe on our dry Bower, to melt our rrcly 
Heart, and thaw our frozen Afofions into Te: 
of godly Sorrow for Sin; and inflame our cold Brett 
with Lowe to God, and the Things of God 
e bleſe thee this day, for the Light of thy 
Ford, the News of thy Goſpel, and Diſcovery c. 
the New Covenant to us, after the wav to Fare 
by the Old was for ever blocked up. Uaulc us this 
day, not only to hear, but know x Joyfn! don, 
that We may ovalk in the Light of thy (onto 
nance, and in thy Name rejoice all the hi. Lord. 
reveal thy Son, not only to as, but in vs. ide not 
thy ſelf this day, ſtand not behind the a“, bu: 
give us a Glimpſe of thy Countenance through the 
Latteſs of Ordinances. O! raw by the Vail of ov 
Guilt, and make a Diſplay of thy glorious and at 
trattive Excellencies, that our Eyes may ſee the 
King in his Peauty, and our Souls be engage? 
to flee unto thee upon 7he ng of Faith ans 
Lowe. 

Lord, allow us this day divine Intercourſe an? 
Fellowſhip with thee, in Dutzes and Ording'ici. 
! that our Souls were aſcending, and God deſcen 
ding, by Mears of that bleſſed Ladder Jeſus Chritt, 
that reacheth hettixt Nraden and Enrth Let not 
the Nord and our Zufts be a Clog this div, to hin- 
der our Soul; from aſcending Heaven words. (per 
thou the Windowy.of Heawen, and cauſe the Dee 
ef thy Grace to deſcend upon our Souls, that we ma) 
taſte and ſce thai the Lord is goed, and be enabied, 
from our ſweet Experience, to 5. Surely it 15 ge 
Jer us to draw near 0 God. | 


Lotd, 


for Prayer 9 
Lord, be with thy Servant who is to deliver thy 
Meſſage to us this day: Let bim be a faithful 
Ste ward 70 break and diſpenſe the Bread of Lite, 
and wiſely to give every ohe His Share. Make him 
q App: fry to procl: 'm God's Mercies to the 
Brok cn-hearted, and a Poznerges,” to denounce God's 
Judgments to the Obſtinate. Let him be helped 
to ſocak 1 healing Rord to a wounded Soul, and to 
fend a piercing Dart to a f*cure Conſcience. Migh- 
tr God, make known this day thy mighty Power, 
in quickning dead Souls, and opening ſhut Hearts. 
Thou haſt the Key of David, make patent Doors 
for thy ſelf. O! break the Iron-bolts of Unbehef, wy | 
Hardneſs, and Earth ly-mindedneſs. Make thy | 8 
Word as a Fire and a Hammer to ns, 4 Fire to burn 15 
up the Stubble of our Luſts, and a Hammer to break 1 
the Rocks of our Hearts into Pieces. Pani ma j 
plant, Zpollos may water; but thou, Lord, alone 
£2el? rhe Increaſe. All that Miniſters can do, is 
but as the laying che Staff upon the dead Child ; 
for there can be no Liſe nor Breath, till Chriſt, the 
great Prophet come himſelf. Some of us, alas! are 
ſo dend in Treſpafſes and Sins, that we may be put 
to make that Queſtion, Can theſè ary Bones live? 
Yea, Lord, chou knoweſt they can, if they be brea- 
thed on by thee. : 
Lord, cauſe the S ant! Nortb-29inas of thy 
Spirit blow upon us, both the rough Nor:Þ-22nd; of 
the Law, to convince and awakens and the pleaſant 
South 24ler of the Goſpel, to refreſh and comfort us, 
according to the Exigencies of our Souls. 
bord, open Fountains in this Valley of Baca ; 
tum rhe fry Land of our Souls into Springs of Va. 
ter, and cauſe the W7lderneſs of eur Hearty to bloj- 
Jon 4; the Roſe. Meet with us this day in thy San- 
ttuary ; and do thou open our Lips,that our Months 
may ſrew forth thy Praiſe. Open our Eyes, that 
we may fee the Monders of thy Law. Open our 
ac, that we nay hear the Voice of the = "oo 
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, An Help 
God: And open our Hearts, ht the King of Glory 


may come in. 
\ Lord, make thy Word as 1 ſharp tab 
Sword to us this day; let its Point prick our Heat, 
and its Edge fetch Blood from our Luſts, and ſaving. 
Iy wound our Conſciences. Thouſands have fitten 
under the Nora thele many Years, and never beer 
reached nor moved by it. O! do thou fo manifeſt 
thy ſelf to us, as thou doſt not to the Moria. Lord, 
pity us; for we are poor helpleſs Children, hanging 
at the Breaſts of thy Ordinances; O! let them wt 
prove dry Breaſts or empty Cifterns to us. We 
ook to thee this day with ExpeQation ; let none, 
we pray thee, return aſhamed from the Tumtalu; 
let not the Expectation of the Poor periſh. 

Vifit all the Aﬀemblics of th People this day 
with thy gracious Preſence ; and let hy Servants 
Words every where be as Nazls faſtned in 4 ſis 
Place, by Thee, the Great Maſter of Ajjeno!iri 
We leave all theſe our Requeſts, tabled before the 
Throne of thy Grace, waiting à gracious Rcrurn, 
for the Sake of our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; 
for whom we bleſs thee: And to whon:, with 
the Father and Holy Hirit, be Praiſe for ever, 
Amen. 


For the Internal of the Tord day, bet: 
Sermons. | 


Lory to God iu the Higheſt, that we have yet 

a day of Grace, wherein we may ſee the 7/2165 
that belong to our Peace. Thou giveſt us many Op- 
portunities and Advantages, to quicken and further 
us in the Way that lead ro eternal Life. We 
have Zine po Line, Precept upon Precept + ny 
Servants ſent carly and late to give us Calls and 
Warnings, Exhortations and Directions, to promote 
our Edification here, and our Salvation here 
after. x 1 . : , . 
N But 


for Prayer. 48 

Eut, alas! we have wotull abuſed theſe Meaus 
2nd Privileges; we go further from God undet 
theſe Means, whereby others have been brought 
near him, To have our Meat and Drink curſed to 
as, and rondred uncapable to nouriſh us, would be 
\amentable ; but to have our Prayers, Communzons 
and Z2attes curled, is a far more dreadful Inſtance 
of (7-14, Yea, thou mayit not only blaſt Ordr- 
nances, but juſtly mayft thou take away the Goſpet 
of the Kingdom from us, and give it to another 

ople, that πα bring furth Fruits more anſwera- 
ble to ir, than we have done. | 

Bur, O! pity us; bleſs thy Word ſpoken in the 
eum, O ! pardon the Iniquityof our holy Things; 
do not enter into Judgment with ug; forgive our 
Unftuitfulgefs for the Time paſt; and 3 us, fot 
the Times to come, better to improve our Seaſons 
of Grace. | 

Le muſt confeſs, that, with much Coldneſs, Dul- 
nets and Wandrings of Heart, we have ſought thee 
in the Forencon N iy day: So that juſtly mightſt 
thou bhor our Souls, deſpiſe our Prayers, and caſt 
back al our Services, as Dung in our Faces. But, 
Ol," jet nat the Yale of thy day be loſt to us 5 
let wot thy Word alſo in the Afternoon be, as Vater 
pile ion the Ground, Let not our Sins in the 
tormer Part of the day ſtand as a Partition-wall, 
to hinder our Prayers from aſcending to thee, or the 
Lieb, of thy Countenance from 1 to us 
this Afrernoon : But, for Chriſt's Sake, break down 
chat Hall, and remove all the Hindrances of 6ur 
ſpirirua! Improvement. Shew us a Token for Good, 
tag” vc may return wF¾iuh Joy tro thy Houſe, and 
draw Water out 7. the Wells of Salvation. 

Lord, the Husbandman's Seed brings a Harveſt 
at hal; the Merchant's Adventure brings « rich 
Return from far: And ſhall our Attendance or Or- 
dinances never bring us any Lite or Strength? Shall 
ay ſpiritual Inſtitutions have no Spirit in _ N 
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The Ordinanees of the God of Life, be ini, 
without Life to us ? Shall we fill go and come from 
thy holy Place, and yet remain uhholy ? Shall us 

x] be hanging pn abqut Ordinances, and never Tet 
2; View of the God of Ordinances ? Shall we (4; 
ſo Jong at Fernſalem, and not {cr the King Fa 
2 when all we come and appear bet, e God! 

rd, we be/cech thee, ſhew ws , Antes 
lad viii he Light of thy Conntenance, 514 tet vi 
wot go mournzng all the day. _ | | 
| hed. thou art good to the Soul that ſeck: thee: 
thou doſt not bid any ſeek thy Face in vain, nor {erve 
thee for * Thou arty Maſter that hafl Ples. 
ſure in the Proſperity of thy Servants. Let us net 
itil be forgetful Hearers, but at length faithful H 
ers of thy Word, Enabld us ſo to hallow these Sab. 
baths here upon Earth, that hereafter we may be 
admitted to the joyfu! Celebration of 2 nd 
Sabbath above, O! how happy they who are cc 
lebrating that Sabbath with thee, who have e. 
verlaſting Period put to all Sins, Complaints, T'rm: 
bles and Tem tations here below; and have that 
Souls full of Holineſs, rheir Hearts filled with Joy 
and their Mouths with the everlaſting Praics 4 
God. O! that we may till long for that day. 
Lord, forbig we weary of thy Var aud Siet 
now, which is the Work and Joy of Augcis, ud 
the Honour. and Intereſt of the DA of Men 
Help us ſo to ſanctiſie thy day, that thy day ma) 
be 2 . 8 to Promote the Vater or bf 07 
Soulr. Be thou as the Dew to thy I/rae! through 
the whole of this day, and back the e of th 
Word, with the powerful Influences of thy Spiri, 
that it may be the S7yopr of Life to our So, ang 
the Power of God to aur Salpation. , OIL meke it) 
Word inſtruments] to. work 9 where it 15 not, 
and to ſtrengthen and increaſe it where it 3. Lord, 
| theſe whom thou haſt appointed «0 blc!s cc 
wok the Bread of Life to thy People, that tg 


m, 


- 
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may ſpeak thy Hord with Abilities ſuitable to their 
great Vork, and may app! themſelves to the Ca- 
vacitics and Neceſſities of their ſevegal Hearers. O 
They that haſt the Key of David,” open our Hearts 
and Underſtandings to receive the Truth, both in 
the Light and Love of it, that we may profittbere- 
by - And Jet every Sabbath, and every Sermon, add 
to our Stature in Chriſt Jeſus. Ol preſerve us from 
the Curſe of Barrenneſs under the Moos of Grace, 
or Chriſt's Sake. Amen. a 


For the Eeving of the J. d Hay. 


Oly and moſt Glorious God, who is like unto 
H thee 2 Thou art clothed with Honour and 
Mejeſty, and conereſt iby felf with Light, as with 
Garment : Thou only haſt Immortality, and dwel- 
left in the Light hat no Mam can approach unto : 
Yet thou art the Hearer of Prayer, a God ready 10 
forgive, and Flenteous in Mercy unto all that call 
„p, bee. Lord, quicken us this Evening of thy 
day, that we may call upon thy Name, and pour 
out our Hearts before thee. | 

We acknowledge, O Lord, we have forfeited 
thy Fu hour, and deſerve thy Fury; for tho' thou 
plantedit us at firſt 2 noble Vine, and madeſt Mau 
an uÞright Creature, yet we have corrupted and 
detormed our ſelves by Sin ; yea, by Nature we are 
all overſpread with it, as a Leprofie : All the Fa- 
cultics of our Seuls, and Senſes of our Bodies are cox- 
rupted j we have Underſtondings, but they are dark- 
ned , we have Ville, but they are rebellious; we 
have Hearts, but they are impure 3 Mfectieus, but 
they 2re corrupted 3 Conſcaences, but they are ſea- 
rec; and all our Senſes have been Ninadcaut to let 
mn vin, Our Hearts, O Lord, have been long poi- 
ſore Sinks of Sin, where the Seeds and Roots of 
a manner of Sin do lurk : And, as the Folwitain 
* o a the Streams; both Hearts and Eives are 
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unbholy; we have Jollowmed the vain Imazin ating 6.r 
of our own Heart's, and reefted thy holy 7 1 MI tet 
we have left theſe Things undone, which v gu tale 
; to have done ; ard have done theſe Things, cen wit 
we gught not to have done. | 5 
We have ſinned preſumptuoufly again the c. 510: 
eſt Light, and the Feareſt Love. Thou haſt gc. our 
oufly allowed us Time to work out dur Saleateg e 
in; but, alas! we have laviſhed away that Tine 
upon our Luſts and Pleaſures: "Thou haſt ladeg MN ore 
us with thy Mercics, but we have loaded thy Pati obe! 
ence with our Sins: Thou haſt given us my I. i 
tents, but we have hid our Lord's Ah,, d © 
therefore deſerve the Doom of the wicked 414 ſth. j 
Jul Sernant We have been unfairhfil Stu , de. 
and waſted thy Goods ; we have mii-ſpeat our 'Ttme, ao 
and profaned thy Sabbaths ; we have beer backw:rd oer 
to the Duizes of thy Worſhip. and have been tory MI fr 
dead and formal in our ſolemn Performances. Alas! Ml din 
we have not . thee in Spirit and i: Tur, De 
but have dealt ypoctitically with God, and rats WM Gn 
his Name in dai. | thi 
O Lord, thou mightſt make Tſe of theſe our Cor: WM 07 
Jeſſious, as Evidences againſt us, and condemn usout D* 
of our own Mouths ; but There if Furgivend with 
thee, that thou mayſt be ſeared. Bleſſed be thy Pp 
Name, that thou haft provided a J/ay for * Por I 
don and Retmcilintion in Veſus Chrift. We pray b. 
that, for his Sake, thou wauldſt forgive all cu. by- 10 
aſt Sins, and the manifold Shortcomings w have WY ®) 
been guilty of this day. Lord, drown ou! ns n He. 
the Sea of Chriſt's Blood, that our Souls d not 5 4 
in the Ocean of thy Wrath. We' flee to ties Pa 
Croſs,” as our Security, and to his Wonnds fe 007 
fuge; and renounce all Confidence in any Thing be. 4, 
fides him, who is the Zora our Righteouſi:”/s And Shy 
Lord, determine us, not only to accept of im, 48 } 
our High Prieſt, to attone for us; but allo as 0 


King, to reigu in and rule over us all the de- . 
oh: ou 


K 4 BY 
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ar Live Come and poſſeſs the Throne of our 
Heart: 1 put down all our Juſts, chat they may 
male no more over s; and make us willingly ſub- 
mit to thy golden Sceprer, "and wreathe the 12 
of thy Commandments about our Necks: And do 
Low fo incline our Wills, and influence and 1 
our Sens with the Gales and Graces of thy Spirit, 
that we nay nEVEer COUNT thy Commandments Brice 
vou, brit plan ant ; and may eitzem it not only our 


gerate Dutv. Hut Gus 515 Cit Pig ty © ler ve and 
obey thee. O! put thy Fear in us, and write thy 
Laws upon the 'Tablcs dt our Hearts, and lex them 


be tran\cribed in our Lives and Converſations. 


Lord, convince us fo of Sin's Evil and Filthi- 
ne! T1147 we may lothe it, an l ih un it, as we would 
dos Cup of deadly Poiſon. Send thy Spirit to open 


our i 5 and pull the Scales of Darkneſs Jrom 


them, which Saran hath put ob; that we may ſec: 
Sin in {ts own Colours, in its native Blackneſs and 
Detormity And, Lord, cheriſh and preſerve, any 
Conviſtions of this SO rt, thou hail. 3 in us 
tb. day | by thy Word. Thou haſt been ihcwing us 


our natural Face in the Glas ug 529 Nerd: 0 


give us G1 ace to think on what we law, and keep us 
rom doing au ay, and torg® tting WHAT MANNEY af 
Pprf „de fam our fete OL, May We retain laſting 


Imp: cons of the Filthineſs of Sin, that we may 
be humbled for it, and wade reſt leſs, till we apply 


* 


e the Leun, ain 7 Chri{t's Veod, tor waſhing it 2 


way. Lord, make us Mors of riy Mord; aud og 
Hear ei only, deceit ts HY OCH Sotihs. Let thy 
Woid «0 2 Light to our Feet, and a Lamp to our 


come 7, be Vas „ and onr Light way ſo ſhine bejors 
lien, iat others feerng our good Horks may giortfie 
thee, 017 heaventy-Farhber. $51 

Load, fave us from. reſting on 3 gd Name 3 for 
Whet Will it profit us to! have « Name to live, if we 


be really dead Save us from truſting to an outward 
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orm; ſor wheat will it profit us to have a Foym of 


odlineſs, if we be Strangers to the Power they, 
of ? Lord, renew us in the Spirit of our Minds, and 
Jet us be thy Workmanſhip created in Chrin ieh 
unto good Works. 

Lord, work in us & true Faith, a fery:y; Low 
and à lively Hope. O] that the Love of Chrig 
may burn up the Love of Sin, and of the World. in 
our Souls, and conſtrain us to rw in tho ways " 
thy Commandments. 

O! cauſe the ſading Knowledge of Chin gore, 
the Earth, as the Waters do the Sa; and let };; 
Name be great, from the Riſing of the $119, 10 fh 
going dosen thereof, Pity the blinded Nations cha 
arc deſtroyed for lack of Knowledge; convince the 
Jews, that SHI ZO7 is come, and that 7 EU 
whom they crucified at Feruſalem, is the very If 
ffah, and they need not look for another. 

Lord, appear in Behalf of thy oppref:d Chur 
ches, and let never the Gates of 2 frevail 4. 
gainſt thy Zion. Let now the Time to favour thy 
Zion be come, even the Time that thou bait ſet; 
and cauſe Peace and Proſperity dwell! within the 
Malls of thy Fernſalem : Let them roſter that 
love her Peace. Lord, bleſs theſe united Lands, 
and make our King, and Rulers under him, public 
Bleſſings to us, both in our ſacred and civil Con 
cerns: And do thou ſtill fruſtrate all the pervicious 
Projects of Papiſts, and thoſe who are Enemies u 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion and Religion. 

Lord, countenance the Miniſters of thy Wore, 
and water their Endeavour with the Dems of Hea- 
ven, that they may, from every Part of the Land, 
bring many Sheaves into chy Barn. Let them have 
no more Ground to complain, that they Haus en 
heir Strength jor nought, ſpread forth the Goipe!: 
Net in vain, and roiled all day, aum cateled u-. 
bing. | 


By 
ſeſus 


- «a . 


We 


' for Prayer. 51 

We bleſs thee, O Lord, for Sabbaths and Ordi- 
ances, and the joyful Soma we heard this day: 
O | ler not ahy Mord be as Water ſpilt upon the 
Ground. Let not the good Seed be pick d up by tha 
Frets of the Air, nor rot beneath the Clods ; but, 
O! do chou fix it in our Memories, and cauſe it 
ſpring up in our Lives and Converſations.  _ 

Lord, vifir the Sick, who lig upon Beds of langui- 
ins, 2nd are deprived of the publick Ordinances 
which we enjoy. Sanctifio their Affliction, make 
up their Loſs, and prepare us for Sickneſs and Trou- 
bl-, Thou art pleaſed ſometimes to caſt us down 


on Beds of Sickneſs, and to draw the Curtain betwixt 


the World and us, that we may take a View of our 
bypaſt Life and future State. Lord, ſanctiſie all 
our Trials for this Effect, that, in the End thereof, 
we may haye it to ſay, J½ Fazrhfulneſs thou 
4ſt aii led us ; and it is good for us, that we 
Gere ar f A ed. 7 ö » 
Let this Family be one of the Tabernacles of the 
Rig htenus, in which. the Force of Rejorerng and Sale 
dal ton ſhall fill be heard: And, let all of us be 
admitted to celebrate an eternal Sabbath with thee 
above, for the Sake and Merit of our Lord, 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who, with thee and the 
Holy Spirit, is ou? God: over 4th, bleſſed for ever- 
more. Amen. | | 


Another, for the Evening of the Lord's-day. 


S Jznovan, we bless thee, that we 
L nave thee an All ſufficjent God on a Throne 
of Grace, to flee to in all Straits; and that we have 
an able and compleat Saviour at thy right Hand, 
Who hath full Treaſures and r2/earchable Riches 
io beltow upon us. O! what good News are theſe 
to us, that we, Poor iudi gent Heggars, are welcome, 


to rich Saviour, and may come and beg our ſelves. 


rich at the Throne of Grace |! Lord, ihew us our 


* 


As: . 


* 


1 * X 
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| eceſttiss and X Wants, and make us Know our 
Tranſgreſſion, and Sins, that we may this Evening 
ſpread them forth before thee. Innumerabi« Kyi), 
> con paſs us about; we cannot {o much as rocks 
up the Sins of this one day. | 

Alas, for our want of Preparation hit d for 
thy folemn Afjemblies What ſhall we ſav for our 
Dronſineſs, Deadveſi, Carnality, und wandring 
Thoughts in thy Worſhip? Alas, for the Frailty 
We have not meditated and conferred upon theſo 
good Counſels and wholſome Inſtructions we have 
been this day hearing; but have ſpent much of thy 


o 


holy day in idle Diſcourſe, and unſuitable Excrci 


ſes. Oh! how little do we thrive in Grace and 
Knowledge, for all the Waterihgs and Neans of 


Grace that we enjoy? Alas! we Late u e. 
Aeemed the Rock of our Salvation, and bun un 
thankful for the Offers of redeeming Love, W. 
have oft worded him that healeth ut, and tram 
picd on that Hood, qohich mult ſprant's i fron 
Guilt, and ſive us from the deſtroying Ange. 
We acknowledge Lord, that we deſerve rather 
to be trampled under the Feet of thy Juſtice, than 
to be embraced in the Arms of thy Mercy. Had 
thou dealt with us, O Lord, according to our Deore. 
ings, we had, at this inſtant, been de{perate}y be- 
vailing our Miſeries amid{it the Sorrows aa Hor 
rours' of a ſad Eternity. But gracious C.J, thy 
Mercy, triumphing over thy Juitice and our Ss, 
thou haſt continued to us Life and 'Fime, abba 
and Sermons, that we may repent and turp From a! 
our Sins to thee. We have nothjng, Q 7 ord to 
preſent to thee as a Satisfaction for . thei: teinous 


Sins of ours, but only the Blood and Cufterings 0 


thy dear Son, in um thou haft declared ths 
well. Pleaſed. Lord accept of us in him, ad 5 

out all our [:tquztiei. | 
Sanctify us by thy Spirit, and reccive 5 b 
$ | 4 Vour 


of our Memories, which ſo ſoon let go ily Word! 


for Prayer. 
Favour and Friendſhip wich thy ſelf. Heayenly 


Father, own us for thy Children, Children we are 
alas! In Knowledge, O that we were ſuch in Duty 


and Affection. Lord. qualify us with holy filial 


Fear, Love and Obedience, that we may live as 
thy Children here, and have Portions among thy 
Chiidier above: O make us meet for the Inheri- 
tance of the Saints in Light. Let the Fleſh be 
crucifed in us, with all its Affections and Luſts, 
and let no Iniquity have Dominion over us. O that 
we were acquainted with the Power and Life of God- 
line's, and were making Progreſs in Mortificat ion, 
Self denyal, and Heavenly-mindednels. Give, us 
Grace to be contented wich our Lot, and with the 
wiic Diſpoſal of thy Providence. Let never the 
World get thy Room in our Hearts, ſince it is 4 
„ain Thing, and the Faſhion thereof paſſeth away. 
Help us to keep it in its own place, and to uſe it 
right, and for thy Gio Y. Learn us 89 trample 
this Worl! under our Feet, and to ule it as a Step 
to chmb up to a better World. 

Lord give us Wildem to confider our larter End, 
and vrepare for that great Change which is betare 
i, 2nd 7meoutly to flue to Chriſt, and employ. him 


15 Our Surety, 1 pay all our Debts, and clear all. 


our Coms; that when we come to dic, we ma 
hav: 2 Wet! { Hunde d Hope, and the Peace of a hom: 
Conicionce, which will make an eafie Neath-bed to 
us, and give us a pleaſant View ot 2 Tudgment Day, 
ant our folemn Appearance batdre God. Lord 
torbid, that we be hund on the wrong Rand of the 


ſudge on that Day. Help us on the Evening of 


thy Day, to remember the Evening of our. Lives, 
and take a ſerious Look of Death and long laſting 
Eternity. Lord, thou determineſt both the bounds 
e our Lite, and the bounds of our Habitation: Thou 
plainly telleſt us, we muſt die, but mercifully con- 


cea.t the Pime and Place, that every where ve 


Ms.y Hand upon our Guard, aud very Moment 


Aa He | oe dect 
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expect thy coming, and always ſtand with yr 
Compts prepared in our Hand, to give them up to 
thee our judge. God fave us from Security, and 


 Unmindfulneſs of Death and Judgment. 


We bleſs thee, O Lord, that thou haſt been 
Pleaſed fo long to continue us in the Land of Pra yet 
and of Hope ; and that thou haſt been pleaſed to 


add this Dap, and n a Sabbath Day to gut 


Lives ; let it not be for the Condemnation, but por 
the Salvation of our Souls. | 

We praiſe thee allo for the joyful Sound of the 
Goſpel, that hath' this Day been ringiſg in our 
Ears; Lord cauſe it alſo to ring thro' all the 


Corners of the habitable Earth ; and let the Ends 


of the Earth ſee thy Salvation. 


Lord appear for thy Zion thro' the World, and 
plead the Cauſe of thy reformed Churches, BP ebuke 
thoſe who oppreſs them, or deſign their Hurt. Lord 
humble the proud Enemies of thy Zion, eher 


bring them to thy Footſtool, or elſe make en 


thy Footſtool. 

Lord ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh what thou kt 
wrought for us in thi Land: Say to thy Zion, Hir 

= fare i accomplaſhed: Speak comfortably to thy 
Jeruſalem, and let the Glory of the Tord riſe up- 
on her, that ſhe may ariſe and ſhine: Make ber an 
eternal Excellency, and the Joy of many Generations. 
Lord remember the Covenant made with our Fa. 
thers, and let us ſec thy Power and Glory, as they 


have ſeen thee in the Sanctuary. 


God bleſs our Proteſtant King, and all in Au 


thority, and make us always thankful for the tre 


gent Dllappointments thou haſt given to the bund, 
Des gns of Papiits aginſt us and our Religion. 
Give Wildom to our Rulers, and take a Revenue 
of Honour to thy ſelf, out of all the publick Trank 
Actions of theſc Lands. ' 
Lord blels the Goſpel, and a Goſpel Mivitry 
P 10 


for Prayer. 
in this Corner: And let us have an abundant Effuſi- 
on of hy Spirit in our Aflemblies 

Be thou the God and Guard of this Family, and 
all cur Relations: Beſtow upon us both ſpiritual and 
temporal Bleſſings, according to our Neceſſities. 
Guide us with thy Counſel, while we are here be- 
low, and afterwards receive us to. Glory, for Chriſt's 
Sake. 90 25 
Now,*the God of Peace, that brought again from 


the Dead our Lord Jeſus, that great Shepherd of 


the Sheep, thro* the Blood of the everlaiting Co- 
venaat, make us perfect in every good Work, to do 


his Will, working in us that which is well plea- 
ſing in his Sight, thro? Chriſt Jeſus. To whom, with 


che Father and the eternal Spirit, be everlaſting 
Glory and Praiſe. AMEN. 


For Monday's Morneng. 


Ver bleſſed and glorious Lord, thou art a great 

Jod, and a great King: The Earth is thine, and 
the Fulneſs thereof, the World and- all they that 
dwe!! therein. We proſtrate our Souls this Morn- 
ing before thy Throne, and beg to be accepted thro? 
jelus Chriſt, and to have the Spirit of Grace and 
Supplicarion poured out upon us, that we may pour 
out our Hearts hefore thee in Faith and Sincerity. 


Lord, we confeſs, that, by Nature, we are ow | 


Rufl-aways from God: With the Prodigal we have 
deterted our Father's Houſe, and forſaken the Foun- 
tain of living Waters. Our Souls are miſerably 
cepraved with Sin, and our corrupt Hearts have 
been ready to ſay, What #s the Almighty, that wwe 
ſhould fore him? We have panted after the Duſt 
ot the Earth; and been full of Care what we ſhall 
cat, Wharc we ſhall drink, and wherewitha! we ſhall 


be clothed: But have neglected to ſeek the King 


dom of God, and the Righteouſneſs thereof. Lord 
ben our Eyes, and ſhew us our Folly, 
44 - 91 
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Ol let ng not live and die in the State wherein 
ve, were born, and have long lived without thee: 
ut look on us with Pity, and put forth that Tower 
whereby thou madeſt us Creatures, and make us 
new Creatures: Surely, thou who by « Word 
broughteſt the World out of nothing, can make uz 
now Hearts. Lord fuffer us not to periſh, when thou 
canſt fo cafily make us Happy. {peak the Word 
and it ſhall be done. | 
We humbly thank thee, O Lord, for all the Mer 
cies of this bypaſt Night and Morning. It is of the 
Lord's Mercies that we are not conſumed, cen be. 


cauſes thy Compaſſions fail not: They are new overy, 


Morning, great is thy Faithfulneſs. And now, iceing 
the Sabbath is over, and we are entering upon the 
other Days of the Week, ſave us from torociting 
our Sabbath Work and Employment, when we ore 
taken up abont our weekly Affairs. O that thy 
Word may have laſting Impreſſions on us, and much 
of our Sabbath Frame may remain with ts, when 
we are going about our other Bufinef(s, tor then 
might we expect i proper the better therein, and 
to b rendred fitter for the next Sabbath, if it please 
thee to ſpare us to ſee it. Lord, keep our Hearts 
from being ſunk in Senſualitv, and drench'd in 
worldly Affairs thro' the Week: But raiſe our At- 
ctions to Things above, where Chriit is, even hen 
our Hands arc 1mployed about Things on Varth; 
that we may ule the World, as if we uted it rot 

O! How many Sabbaths, and Weeks have we 


mik-{pent, and yet thou ſpareſt us, and viſiteil us with 


new Mercies Were this, Lord, the lait Hun we 
had to live, and theſe the laſt Words we hed to 
ſpeak, We behboved t ſay, Lora, tho: haſt Leen A 
merciful and gracious God to uf. What a Wonat 
is it, tha: God ſhoul4 condeicend to notice , or 
take Care of our. Concerns. It is a Monden that 


thou humbleſt thy fel to notice the Things that 9rd 
zn Heaven, or tall the Number of the Stars: Hut it 
N OA 1s 


s yet 
belou 
Lord. 
comin 
Favo 
g © 


Hap; 


for Prayer. ; 
et more wonderful, that thou doſt notices Things 
Yelow, and numbereſt the Hairs of our Heads. But, 
Lord, we beg for more than the Protection of thy 
common Providence; O compaſs us about with thy 
Favour, as with a Shield, There be mary that lay; 
c d fbery us ang good? They look forall their 
Hippineſs from Things Temporal : But, Lord, we 
beg thou wilt not put us off with common Mercies 
as 2 Portion, but lift up the Light of thy Countenancs 
upon us; for in thy Favour there is Life: Yea, th 
loving Kindneſs is better than Life. "This Life flies 
away ke a Vapour, but chy Mercyendureth for ever, 

Lord ſanctiſie our worldly Imployments, and pro- 
ſper us in all our lawful Undertakings. Bleſs us in 
the City.and in the Field, in the Basket, and in the 
Store; w the Fruit of our Bodies, and in the Fruit 
of gur Ground. And above all, ter our Souls pro- 
ſp.r and grow in Grace, and be thou as the Dew to 
cas; command the Bleſſing from Mount Zion, 
even Life for eyermore. Lord, give us Grace to 
live together in Peace, Unity and Love, and let 
ow Examples mutually provoke one another to Love 
and good Works, 

Lord keep us in thy Fear all the Day long, and 
Preterve us from Sins and Snares thro' the whole 
of this Week. O! that we may be careful to avoid 
all known Sin, and eſpecially, e Sin that doth 
mol? coſily beſvt us, Lot us be wiſe and prudeht 
in dur Behaviour, and Conſcientious in all our 
Dealings; that we may commend our {elves to eve 
Man's Conſcience. Lord, let thy Goodneſs and Mer- 
cy tollow us while we live, and les Chrift and. 

lory racer us when we die. Make us as defirous 
to glocity thee now, as to be glority'd by thee here - 
after that ſo we may be in Caſe to pray in Chriſt's 
Words 2! the Hour of Death, Father, we have glo- 
rev hee o Earth, and fred the Work thou 
gavel, us to do; and now, glorify us with thy 
ſelf av006, with that Glory thou haſt proutded for 


thy 


An Help 


thy People from the Foundation of the , 

| x, Set {ſhine © thy Church thro” the walz 
and dwell in theſe united Lands of Hritas, wa 
Tveland; as they are united by Nature and Govern. 
ment, may they be united again in the Advance. 
ment of a Work of Reformation. Appear in « ſp. 
cial Manner, in bebalf of thy Zion, in tie Land 
of our Nativity. Make us glad, according to the 
Days wherein thou haſt afflicted us, and the Years 
wherein we have ſeen Evil. 

Let thy Work appear unto thy Servants, and thy 
Glory unto their Children. And let the Beauty of 
the Lord our God be upon us, and eftabliſh the 
Work of our Hands. 

Lord bleſs al! theſe for whom we are bound ty 

ay, and dwell in this Family. Let Peace and 
Truth be preterved in our Time, and be conveyed 
to our Poſterity; and let us fee the Good of Jen 
Jalemr all the Days of our Life. © 

Give us our daily Bread, and forgive us our daily 
Sins, deliver and defend us from Evil. Ard, 0 
God the Father, Son and Spirit, be aſcribed King 


dom, Power and Glory, benceforth and for ever 


= 


Amen. 
For the Morning of a Communzion-Sabbath, 


Lox», thou haſt eaden for thy Throne, 
| and the Earth for thy Foutſtoul And the 
greateſt Kings aud Princes on Fart}; are no more 
in thy Sight, than as cravling Worms upon this 
Footſtool. Toe 


It is of thy great Mercy, that we ſec the Mor. 


ning of a new day, far more of e new Sabbath: But 
thar ſuch unworthy Creatures as we are, ſhould ſce 
the Morning of = Communion-Sabbath, and be in 
vited to fir down at the Table of the Lord, is 4 
Wonder of infiaite Mercy and Goodneſs, O mer 
ful King, we come to thee with Ropes hon 

| | | decke, 


for Prayer. 59 

be, acknowledging we juſtly de ſervę to be hung 
* Chains of Darkaefs among the damned: Bur 
tou haſt Bowels of Mercy, as well as Beams of 
Giory. Yea, we hear the Sounding of thy Bowels 
towards us in the Preaching of the Goſpel, and Dif- 
denſation of the Sacraments, 

O! that Salvation may this day come to thes 
Horſe. May we have Grace all this day to Wait 
upon thee 5 and do thou graciouſly meet with us at 
thy Table. Diſpel pur Clouds of Guilt, breathe ow 
our Souls, and ſhine upon our Graces. Lord, thou 
art every where preſent, and filleſt every Place; but 
thou art preſent in a ſpecial and gracious Manner in 
thy Sanftuary, and in thy Ordinances. O! be nor 
thou far from us this day, Ob! ſhall we this day 
be ſurrounded with thy Blefſednefs ; and yet conti- 
nue miſerable 2 Shall thy rich Fulneſs be fo near 
us; and we remain empty? Shall thy Goodneſs be 
en very Hand of us; and yet Evil abide with us? O 
let us not ſtarve in 4 Feaſt-houſe, dic befide ſo great 
z Phyſician, or periſh betwixt the out-ſtretched 
Arms of Mercy. | | | 

We are indeed un worthy of Mercy from thee this 
day: Ir it meet, to take the Childrens Bread, 
aud caſt it to ſuch Dogs as wwe are? But ſeeing, 
even the Dogs are admitted ro eat of the Crumbs 
that fall from their Maſter's Table, we beg chou 
wilt allow us a Crumb of Mercy this day, and we 
Will be thankful. Haſt thou not ſaid, The Needv 
Fall nat be forgotten, and the Expettation af the 
Poor Fall not periſh for ever? And who more 
needy, vr more poor than we are? Arc we not pro- 
ap Vhjets of thy Com paſſion and Royal Bounty? 
U! for Grace, this day, to open our Mouths wide, 


that the bountiful Maſter of rhe Feaft might fili 


them. 


c Lors, ſceing thou Art diſplaying the Covenant of 
"acc, and its rich Offers to loſt Sinners; we de- 


þ 


* f this C p 
fire this Morning to take hold of this Covenant, to 
5 | """Þ | 


Wd 
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neſs of a Saviour. 


As Help 


* gonſent to its Offers, and acquicice i in the Method 
of Salvation propoſed therein, thro” the R Ahteouſ. 


(2! come and ſeal this Covenant 


to us this day at thy Table, and own us as thy Cove- 


nanted People. 


O meet with us there, 2nd 100k 


on us, and be merciful to us, as thou uſeſt to d; 
unto thoſe that [ore thy Name. Remember us 
with the Ja voum thou beareſt to thy People, 
vifit us 702th thy Salvation. May we this d ay 2 raft 
that God ts g90d, and be made to {ay, Sure. 
it vas good for us 10 draw nigh to'Ged - A day 
zn bys Courts 2s betrer than a 4 may nag a 65 11 


and ſec. t 


Hour at his Table ts far better than Te t. 


elſerbere. 
May we this day have on tg Wedding-G armen, 

ephcn the King comes in to vier the Gueſts. 

us thy Spirit to beget and quicken Grace i; 


one cf. our Souls. 


* 


Give 


every 
Make us look on lim zt bays 


frerced; and mourn for rheſe Sans that wwonnged 
Incregfc our Faith, and fallen our Gr ps on 


btin. 
the Cletts of his Hound. 


Shed abroad 74 


in our Hearts, and warm our cold Afﬀcdtic 


this heavenly Fire. 


Remove 


1 Leng 
1s with 


che. Neadn- 1s s And 


Wandrings ol our Heats, and let each of 1+ bs put 
in a good Frame, and enab led to ſay this d. 
Heart FI, fixed, 0 Go d, ay Heart ts fixed ; wk 
ſing aud give Pralle. 

Lord, mercifully A all our Fellow-Com Nun 
cants 5 come and Hal with them and us 
prevent unweuthy Communicating, and 1ay: 


from coming this day te ſled Chreſt's Blood, 59 


woung their own Souls, 42d 70 cat aud Ar eu 


02977 Daonnation, 
gtlitneſi this day. 


the Merits of our b 


37 


Wi * 


J ord, 
ane! 78 


a 6 
T6, j 


O Gog, deliver us from Bcd: 
If thou ſhould!: call us to 
Account this day, and deal with us according t0 
beſt Services, we would be Jef 


ſpecchlels at thy Table: But we deſire tc tak. c Re: 
Gage and Sanctuary under the Shadow / (brit 


C 


Lord IESsUs, lave us for thy Name 10 


DS 


for Prayer. 61 


O $xvio0Vvn, do to ws according thy Great 


Name,; for this thy Name is the ſirong Tower, to 


which we Aly, that we may be fafe. Behold a 
Company of timorous guilty Sinners, coming flock- 
ing co thee, as the Doves to their Windows : 01 
ſhelter us in thy Wounds, and skreen us under the 
Wings of thy Righreonſneſs. © O! for Faith's © ght 
Ha cid Chriſt this day, and a clear View of 
ihe Method of Salvation through him. O! to be 
driven from all other Shelters, and made willing 
to accept of Salvation, as a free Gift thro Chriſt's 
Blood, diſowning all Worthineſs in our ſelves, or 
in any Thing Men or Angels can do. 

O that many in the Congregation may this day 
be proreed in their Hearts for Sin, and may feel an 
indiſ--nfible Need of Chrift, ſo as tc cry, Men and 
Prethren, that ſhall we do to be ſave? Gim ns 
Chriſt, or elſe we die: None but Chriſt, none but 
Chreft. 

Make this a great day of the Goſpel in this 
Place, u day of Reſurrection to rhe Dead, a day of 
Del:mcrance to the Caprtives, a day of Healing and 
Sealing ro fick and weary Sinners. Let the Sig 
ig of rhe Priſoners come ug before thee thes day; 
and g thou proclaim Libiriy to the Capteves, and 
pen 1he Prifſen-doors to them that are bound, 
Knock of the Ferrers of Unbelief, and looſe fome 
pour Souls, whom Satan hath kepr bound theſe ma- 
"wy 7-175 + Bring their Souls out of Priſon, that they 
may praiſe thy. Name, and ſerve thee with joyful 
Hase, in à Courſe of New and Goſpel Obedience, 
Aluans abhorring and guarding againſt Sin, which 
cid iheer deareſt Saviour. 

une trace to Mainifters to ſpegk and diſtribute, 
and %o Communica nts to'hear and partake this day, 
% thee who firmly believe the Eyes of God and 
ot Angels arc upon them, narrowly inſpecting cheif 


Department in all they do. Lord, help us all to - 
 Ineeriry and Truth in the iuward Paris: And 


the 


᷑ — 
the Good Lord pardon every one of us, who 
this l our ſelves. to ek thy Face, = 
meet and enjoy thee our God, in the folemn Ordj. 
nances of thy Appointment,” tho we be not pre par 
ed and cleunſed, accord ing to the Purificorion of 
the Sanfinary. Lord, hear our Prayers, and heal 
dur Souls, for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, who, with the 
Father, and Holy Spirit, it God over all, l 


Jr evermore. Amen. 


For the PEuening of 4 Communion-$2bbath, 
Met Glorious Majeſty, hel us this Evening 


| of. a ſolemn day, to praiſe thee, according to 
| thy excellent Greatneſs, and infinite Goodneſs, ma. 
nifeſted to us in all thy Works, but eſpeciolly, in 
the glorious Work of Man's Redemption. We may 
well cry, Lora, wihat if Man, that thou art wind. 
ful of him? What ts he, that then ſhouldeſt ſend 
- thine ow» Belowed Son, to ſuffer ſuch bitter Things 
for ham! To make Atonement to offended Juin, 
and be a Propiization for Sin. at, O! what 
are we, the worſt of Men, that we ſhould have.sny 
Share in this Atonement, who have ſo long Nighte! 
thy Love, and rrampled the Blood of Chriſt unde 
Foot ? What a Momder aof Mercy it it, that thou 
Mouldſt admit us to treat with tltec, and renew Co 
venant with thee; who have ſo rreacherouſ!y broke! 
former Vows and Covenants, and woſuliy brckflts 
den from Gods? | | 
We have Cauſe to bluſh and be aſhamed thi 
Evening, that we were not, more deeply affected 
with thy Goodneſs to us this day, and with the 
eat Things ſer before us, and offered to us at thy 
Table. Alas ! bur Hearts were much ſuck wich 
eadneſs and Formality, when they ſhould have 
er elevatad with heaveuly Deſires, aud {ould 
eve been ſending up whole Volleys of Urailcs © 
ur Redeemer: But, O! let our Sacrifice be. * 


1. 


13 4 
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Lani, whitherſoever he goerh. But, alas l we 
we vo race nor Strength of our own to 8 
dar Vows 5 for wken we would de Good, vn} es. 


for Prayer. 
led with Chriſt's Blood, and our Deſeti covered 
rh his Righteouſneſs 3 and then all ſhall be 
well. | 
e have great Ground to lament the Decay of 
Religion in our Age: Communion-days have not 
their wonted Luſtre. Oh ! there are many in a de- 
clining State a us ; they have Joſt their for- 
mer Strength in Duty, and Delight in Ordinances. 
They have Joſt mach of their Eſteem of Chriſt, 
and of Communion-days. Time was, when ſuch 
days as this were the 4ays of Haauen to ſome; they 
rejoiced at their Approach, and welcomed them 
with their Hearts; but now they are days of Dend- 
nels and Diſcouragement; their Souls are caſt down 
within them, and they are feu d the be caſt out of 
thy Sight. Time was, when Communion-Sabbaths 
were 1:ghtfome Days, Communion-Sermons had an 
awtul Sound ; but, alas! Sacraments and Sermons 
are like to dwindle away into Matter of mere Form 
with many. The Zone. of Chriſt, the Death and 
Blond of a Redeemer, are like to turn Words of a 
common Sound with many. O! wilt thou not re- 
torive us again, viſit thy Sanctucmy, and rence ou? 
days ar of old? Oh! leave us not to ſlide back with 
a perpetual Backſiudeng. | 

Lord, ſhew us à Token for Good this Evening; 
let the Dews of Heagen fall upon our withered 
Souls 5; and preſerve any Softnofs of Heart, where 
thou haſt wrought it; cheriſti any Congiction, go 


Defires, or Spart of Love, where it is; and cauſe 


the Nor:þ and Soturh-winds of thy Spirit to blow 
on 0w7 Souls, 4 

We have this day been —_—_ Allegiance i 
thee, as our Lord and Mafter. e have been re» 
lening our Sorts, our Bodies, and all that we have 
unto ec. We bave been engaging to follow the 
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Frnſene with u. Lord, ſubuue the Poνε i 


telling Sin in ; and, according to thy He 
nant, put thy Fear in our Hearts, that uc my 
never Apart from thee Set up thy Thron, ay 
write thy Laws: there; and help us to hold 7? the 
Proſeſſian of our Faith, wirhout wadbering Or 
Hearts are, like Reuben, wunſtablt is Water © By 
do thou eſtabliſh our CGCcingt, and hold them 1þ 5 
thy Paths, that our Footſteps flide wht. Thin 114 
Hands we commit onr irie; for thou / ye. 
deemed us, O Lord God of Truth. Be Snrety fir 
thy, Servsits for Good, and be with us to the End, 
and in the End of our Livcs. TE 

Give Grace, according to. our folemri Engage 
ments; 16 lay aſide every Weight, and the din tha 
dorh moſt eaſily beſet us 5 that. we may - carful) 
run our Chriſtian Race: Looliug uni Ji, thy 
Author and Finiſher of our Faith, May the Eyes 
of our Faith be ſtill fixed on Chriſt our Fore-rua 
ner, Who has, in our Name, entred Heaven, taken 
Poſſeiſion of the Kingdom, and is preparing z(ori 
01:5 Manſions for us. Help us always to remember 
that rich Recompence of Reward, that e al and 
exceeding Weight of Glory, which thou halt i 
above fer thy Followers : Aid alſo to wonder at 
thy Bounty and Goodneſs, that thou art plealed to 
reward poor. Mortals ſo highly, for doing that 
which is good to our ſelves; cho' nowiſe profitable 
unto tnee. _ *** * ä | 

Thou hat this day, covered a Rich Table to n 
in the View of our Pnemies, O! {ave us tom 
Joathing ' the Manna thou doſt rain fo b 
#p04 us, or walking unſuitably unto thy gesandt; 
but lead us in a right Path, becazſe of our £1072; 
O! forgive the Sins, Imperfections and Short com 
ings of this days Work, for the ſake of the pretect 
Merits of our Redeemer. Remove all our C 
ef Fears. and Doubts; and clear up to us the #9 
dense of ſauius Grace in our Souls, And wee 
| * 
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thou hat been pleaſed to ſmile, and graciouſly ma; 


nifeſted thy ſelf, O! continue e Shining of thy 
Face, and abide gs a conſtant Gueſt and Jubabi- 
tat. Ol! preſerve in our Souls the laſtiug Senſs 
ind Remembrance of Chriſt's Love, and let Love 
0 Crit ſtill have the Aſcendant therein, over the 
WWorid, and all its Enjoyment... | 

0 pity and viſit them that never had a Aany- 
ing of Goſpel Light, but have long dwelt in the 
Region of ' Darkneſs and Shadow of Death. O 
that the $172 of Richrteonſneſs may riſe and ſhine 
bn them. Ol that God, would perſwade Japhet 
t9 duell in the Tents of Shem. Bring in che Poſte- 
rity of thy Ancient People the Jews, who remain 
ill in cheir Unbelief: Take the Yaz! from off therr 
E and lead them from Moſes to Chriſt, and 
from the T'ypes to the Things Typifeed. . 

Cauic rhe Crown to flouriſh on the Mediator's 
Head. Rid the World of Mahometan, Pagan ant 
Popi/; Deiufions, and let thy Word have free Courſe 
and be glorified. Viſit thy afflicted and perſecuted 
Churches abroad, and raiſe up the Tabernacle o 
David, where it is fallen. . 
Preletve the Proteſtant Religion and Succeſſion to 
the Crown in theſe Lands, and bleſs the K ing and 
his Royal Family, and all Inferior Rulers under 
him. Graciouſly own thy Goſpel Miniſters, and 
eſpecially theſe, who have been breaking the Bread 
Le unto us this Day. Bleſs the Zowe-PFeaſt 
we have been partaking of this Day, and let all who 
have been admitted to it, be more engaged to the 


Lone of Chriſt, and Practice of all Chriſtian Dinies. 


May we cloſe this day with ſweet Thoughts of 
Chriſt and his Love, and ly down remembring the 
Bed of the Grave, and with the lively Hopes of 
«waking in the Morning of the Reſurrection, that 
joytu! Morning, Which ſhall never be ſucceeded by 
um Evening. Glory to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, tor ver. Amen. B b For 


66 An Help 
For a Family, when under Afiiftion, by Criffvs ih 
eworldaly Afar, Sickneſs of Children, ar the like 
HI?! Lord God, thou, even thou art t9 le fear. 
ed, and who may ſtand before thee when thou 

art angry! We acknowledge our Sins, and our il 
Deſervings at thy Hands: Swrely,zt it of thy Mercier, 
that we are not, as this Tine, roaring in endleſi 
and caſcleſ Flames. Bur ſeeing there is For ome. 
neſt with thee, that thor: mat be fearcd, we 
beſve-h rhee, for Chriſt's Sake, to pardon our Sing, 
and be reconciled to our Souls: Rebnke ns not in 
thine Anger, nor chaſten us in thy hot Diſpleaſure. 
We believe, there is nothing that befalls us in the 
World, but what 1s ordered by thy wiſe Providence. 
It a Harro falls not to the Ground without (hee, 
and the very Hain of ot Heads are numbred; 
ſurely thou art not unconcerned about the "Trouble: 
that befall thy Servants and Children. Medion 
cometh not forth out of the Duſt, neither do- 
Trouble ſpring ont of the Ground: Help us there- 
fore to look to thy Hand, and to hear both T a, 
and him that hath appoznted it. Help us to tearch 
out theſe. accurſed Things that have provoked the 
Lord againſt us. Shew cee wi tho: con- 
tendeſt with us. Let us neither deſpiſe the Chaſt- 


ning of be Lord, non faint, when we are rebuk-d of 


Bin. But grant, that Atfliftions may be luitably 


| _— by us, to the Glory of thy. Name, aud be 


vantage of our Souls. | 

Suppreſs all our Repiningsat thy Dealings toward 
us: and whatever we may meet with, Jet 245 9204 fie 
againſt God, nor charge him fool:fbly. Thou £20)! 
and thou takeſt; bleed be the Name of the Lord. 
We defixe to ki the Rod, and accept of he Punith- 
ment of our Iniguity; for thou art Righteous and 
we. are Wicked, and thou Purifheſt us leſs then u, 
Inzguzties. deſerve. O! that the Fruit of al! may 


Leam 


be id ſubdue Corruption, and purge away ou 5:9 
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ata us to take up our Crols, with humble and 
guet Submiſſion, to the Will of our Heavenly Farber; 
tor” ou knoweſt what is fitteit for us. Looſe our 
Aifctions from earthly Enjoyments, and teach us 
kow 10 be abaſed; and ſuffer Need, as well as how 
to abound; and in whutkever State we are, there- 
1h 70 be content. When we meet with Diſappoint- 
ments from the World; and ſec how little worldly 
Things are to be confided in, make us the more to 
prize Chriſt, and to be the more ſolicitous and in- 
duſtrious to lay up our Treaſure in Mean. 
In a fpecial Manner ſanctify Affliction to theſe 
that iy on fick Beds, and are chaſtned with tore 
Pain, The meaneſt, the weakeſt, the youhgeſt 
are nor without the Compafs of thy Providence, not 
b:luw the Notice of our Heavenly, Father. Deal 
gently and gracioufly-with the Child (or Children) 
in Diſtreſs, ſend him relief and Comfort; for alt 
Dices obey thy Command, when thou ſayſt, come, 
they come; g6; they go; do this, they do it. Ei- 
ther lighten the Load, or encreaſe Strength to bear 
it, And whatever thou doft with his Body, remove 
the Guile of Sin Original and Actual from his 
Soul; ſtamp him with thy lovely Image and make 
kim ripe for Heaven and Glory. Thou canſt make 
the Child dre an hundred Tear: old, 4s read and 
ripe for Heaven, as theſe that are moſt aged, Lord, 
fri: all that is wanting of the Work of Grace u 
on his Heart; and take him not out of this World; 
till thou haſt Srred him for a better. Stand by him 
in the dying Hour, and ſecure him in thy Hands 
from the deadly Enemy of his Soul. Lord dv all 
this tor the Sake and Merits of our blefled Saviour, 
who, in the daysof bis Fleſh, kindly embraced * 
Children, took them up in his Arms, and hleſſed 
hem; and ever lives at thy vig h Hana, to inter- 
' reed for both ' Young and Old of his People: | 
Father of Mercies, be merciful to one and all. of ug 
Prepare us to dze, and 17 our departing 2 
| bz | 16 


nities of Grace, and Time for 
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into the Arms of thy Mercy: And when we gte 
numbred among the Dead, let us allo be numbreg 
among the Reacemed and Bleed of the Lo d: To 
whom be. Glory for ever. Amen, | 


For a Family, after the Death of a Child, or any 
orher Manas the cf 


Giver and Preſerver of Life; and thou alio de. 
termineſt our Days, numbreit our Months, aud ap- 
inteſt ye Bourds oder which wwe cann } ali. 
What is our Lite, but a Vapour that abfpeareth 
for a little Lime, and then vaniſheth away Even 
at the longeſt, how ſhorc! and, at the ſtrongeſt, 
how weak! When we think. our ſelves mot ico ure, 
how expoled are we to Change! And when we 
think our ſelves in beſt Health, how ſoon may the 
Thread of Life be ſnapt afunder ! Ve know vr 
2 a day may brang forth. Lord, what 7: n 


() Ga 9 of the Sprets of all Fleſh, thou Art the 


at his belt Eſtate, but altogether I amity? 


Sanctiſie the Breach thou haſt made wmon'!} vs, 
and make it a Mean to awaken us to prepare for 
Eternity, and conſtantly to carry our latter Fnd in 
our e. Nhat Man i he that laweth, ang (hall 
not ſee Death The Great, the Mean, the Vile, 
the Fooliſh, the Good, the Bad, all yield up the 
Ghoſt, and go down to the Grave. We ſce out 
near Relations, Neighbours, and Acquainiznces, 
taken away to their long Home before us; nd we 
are left ſtanding and living Monuments of Gos 
Coodneſs and Patience, enjoying ſtill the Opportu- 

f, Pravex and Nepen- 
ard, what better are we than others, that 
be ſpared fo long, have ſo much lane 


tance. 
we tho 


taken on us, have fo many Warnings given us, and 
have fo much Time allowed us to prepare tr L 
ei 


Wo's 


7 
. 
} 
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Wo's us for the Spirit of Slumber, Stupidity and 
[1.tuation that hath ſeized upon us * We fee our 
Nc,uhbours daily going of the Stage; we foreſee 
the dreadful WWakening which careleſs Huners ſhall 
bet at Death aud Judgment; and yet we have not 
texrts co ſtir or cry for Grace, and fy to Chriſt in 
(ie day of our Pifiration ; we ſee owg Time faſt 
poſting away,our Glaſs near run out, ou um letting, 
and ncar gone down ; and yet we do not take the 
Allem to quit our Sins, and fly from the Wrath to 
nee. We have but a few Breaths more to bresthe, and 
then ge arc gone from hence for ever: And yet, alas! 
ur \ ork is undone, our Souls upready, and ws are 
thouhtleſs and unconcerned. Oh ! if Death ſhould 
ſurpriz- us In Juch 4 State, and hurry us into Eter- 
nit) this Night, where would our ſecure Souls 
ale? Where would we take up our endleſs 
Dwelling ? P 

ard, lot us never allow cur ſelves to live in any 
Cure, wherein we would be lcath or afraid to die. 
that, in the Death of others, we may ſee, as in 
ae, our own fraz and uncertain State mn this 
! ria. How flippery is qur Standing! How 
gon mult w& remove, and follow the vaſt Multitudes 
Hat have £077e bejare US OnT of the Land af the Li- 
i Lord, help us to mind, that we are as regll 
dying, as theſe that lie on Dearb-beds, with their 
ens jailtng them: And we may be as ſure of dy- 
ia, as if we were already dead. O! to be always 
Uv. 12 lo, as theſe wbo expect {urcly t die, and 
beli-ve Death is not very far öff. BE 

Al! how.unraindful have we been of our latter 
End! How laviſh of our precious Time ! How care- 
loi of our immortal Seuls; How little in Prepara- 


1199 for Eternity ! So that thou juſtly mayſt bring 


our aft Hour as a Snare upon us, and turprize us 
7 9117 Seas, and hurry us away in an unprepared 
Condition, to appear. before thy Tribunal. But, 
Lord, pity us, awake us to repent, and to mortifie 

b 3 5 Ln 
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-Sin in Time. O! let our Sins dic before n, thai 
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they may not riſe 72 Jrdgment againſt ns. Jord 


a 


forbid, that our Sins outlive us; for it they die 901 
before us, they will live eternally to ſting ond «4; 
ment us. O! that by the daily Warninos tha: art 
giving us, we may be daily learning to di ant $1, 
may be daily dying in us; ſo that it may be car. 
tainly deaq; before us. 

Lord, What have we to do in this Worid, by 
make ready for the World to come ? O! that ow 
whole Lives were a continued Preparation F. 


teruity and, O!] that we may Hniſh ou Hort, be 


fore we frmiſh our Convſe. Lord, take us not out of 
this Life, befors thou halt fitted us for a better, 0! 
Jet us be fitted for Heaven, before we! © this 
Earth. Happy were it for us, if we woe in good 
Terms with God, and were conitantly willing to 
dic, and ready to meet our Lord when e cores. 
O!] let not that Coming be Matter of our Dread. or 
Terror, but Matter of our Hopes and joy fu! ES pec— 
tat ions. Let ys be among theſe, who not cane 
Chriſt, but really love his Appearing, and long'to! 
It. God help us to overcome the 022 of Leje, und 
the Fears of Death; that when our "i urn cones 
to die, we may not go off the Stage with a heavy 
Heart, or a guilty Conſcience ; but we may de. 
part in Peace, and fleep in Jeſus : To whom, 
with thee, O Father, and Holy Spirit, be cn«!eis 
Praiſe. Amen. , 


For a Family, aſter recei viug ſome ſign! Morey, 
or Deli gerauce. | 


Fon p, tho! we are Tranuſrrefers from ihe 

Womb, 2. by thy Power and Goodneis, We 
have been {ately preſcrved from the Wom b, and de 
Iivered trorm manifold Dangers in our Intancy, 


Childhood, and thro' the different Stages and Steps 


% 
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2 0 * 6 4 : } i 
r our Pilgrimage. It is owing to thy good Prov 
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* that we died not from the Womb, that we 
dence, th 


did not give up the Ghoſt from our Mother's Belly. 
O! $11 us with a grateful Senſe of :!;y early Good- 
neſs and Mercies towards us, and make later Mer- 
cies bring theſe afreſh into our Remembrance, + 
How graciouſly and ſcaſonably bait thou delive- 
red us, when there was but a Step betwixt us and 
Dearth! we wer? in great Perplevity, Pear waf on 
erer Hide, our Hopes were ready to @pire, be 
Cy pom; of Death compatſea ts about: Then called 
l 7 c Name of the Zora, aud 22 hearaeft 
Ciy, and gracionſiy enter} ofedt beten t ns aud 


af 


Dover. Uilels the Lora had been e Help, our 


F r * 4 * . * K p . 4.4% * $ 4 
Hon had a "molt Mreit zu SUCNCE . But aden u 
” y 7 * — 4 4 15 2 - 1 * 7 0 * a 
Foot ip 41 ? y Ie 7 CV he LA 4.5 up 3 gave .* 
* = gt . 1 ' ky * 4 J : ; , 
erereE 0791058 Jou, and t hou He L104 4 f ; VER, 1 hoss 


j 
. + 4J * 


hf deli uered cum. Souls from Death, ont Eye Jom 
Trart, and our Feet from falliug, O!] that we 
may walk before God, in the Lana of the Li- 
- bf 4 e: 4 R N 

2!:%eu be Cod, that hath not taken us away bi 
untime! Death, 2 the mzid(t of our days, aud in 
the midſt of our Sins alfe. O! may we have it to 
ay with Hegellab, In Lowe to our Souls Loft thou 
de; 22 grad US from rhe Pit of Cori F673, a '4 call 


of 


% 
oo 
2 
” 
. 


all on S241 behind ! by Back 0 22 [Fall WE YEN Yr 
ts rhe Lord, for Preſerving us from the Flames of 
Hell till now? The Dead caunot Pratt thee 8 rhey 
thai go down 70 the Pit, cannot! celebrate thy Good 
welt: The Living, the Living, they ſhatil praiſe 
het; as we defire, with all our Souls, to do this 


| ko we ſoon weary of Duty, yet thou doſt not 
wert of Mercy; bur continuc!t ſtill to do us Good, 
not vichteanding of our unthaniiul Carriage towards 
thee. Thou delighteft in Mercy, aud takeſt Plea- 
ſure in the Proſperity of thy' Servants. Thou not 
only beſtoweſt Bleſſings on us, to provide far the 
N-c:Tartes of Life, bur 0 Variety of good Things 
1 10 


* 


wt _—_ 


32 — 


"> © make Our Li ver comfort a Je. How mneny are 
thy Mercies, thy Preſervations, and Delivers 


„ 


. 
Anges * 

toward us! If we ſhould ſpeak of them, they are 
more than can be numbred. We were bevor in 1 


Diſtreſs, but thou relievedſt us“ we were nover i 'S 

Sickneſs, but thou curedſt us; we were never in 
Wants, but thou ſuppliedſt us; we were ror in 

Dangers, but thou deliveredit us. All ow: 3, 


may lay, Lord, who zs like unto thee? Hr the; 
haſt kepr all our Bones; 7291 de of them rn. 
Len. 


O Lord, our Goodneſs doth not extend unto thee 
We can never anſwer the Obligations whic 
Mercies have laid upon us. O! do thou 


? 
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ſo deep upon our Hearts, the Senſe. of thy {eu ona. 

5 ble and wonderful Mercics, that we may: 4. 
buſe Night, nor forget the great Goodneſs thou 1106 

4 ſhewed us, and the late figna. Deliverance thou ha 
=. wrought for us. Help us always to walk ſruicfull 
| aud thanktully, humbly and holily, in the Sight 
of our Gracious God and“ Benefactor, Enable us 

' 70 praiſe thee, both with our Lips and with our 
1 Lives; and all our days to carry as theſ: who are 
L ſo highly cbliged to thee. O] let us not be 45 the 


Nize Tefers, who returned not again give 


5 


Thanks; nor as Hezektah, who renared mot 1 41 
according is the Benefit done unto him Ft let 
like Mary, with 17 Souls magnifie the Lord, 47 
d Our * Spirits, rejoice ts God our Sate 

Bleſſed be the Lord, ho has not tuwrucs gabe, 
our Prayer from hem, nor his Mercy from us. te 
d loge the Lora, becauſe he hath heard our |'4ice 
and our Suppltcation ; we will call 0 hem as t 
i dong as we li die. 0 
| We bleſs thee for all our temporal Merci:+ and p 
Ble ffings ; but, above all, we bleſs thee for [lus J 
| 


i 1 Ohriſt, the meritorious Canto and Spring of 2:1 our 
..% Mercics.. Trnanks be to God for opring untpealble 


Gift, both now and for evermore. Amen. 
„ fy | bY bet. 
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tions 1 [nrerceſſion to be 


* 


aſc d by PARENTS, in behalf of 
| CHIL DREN. 


Nor, I have roncerved tas in the plura! 

Num ber ; becauſe Fathers and Mother ſhould 

uot only ſeparately pray for their Children, lut 

2 d alſo fometimes join together, 10 awreſtle 

in Prayer to God for their Young Ones: And 

it may le proper ſometimes, that they be 
pre lent. 


() LoxD, Thou haſt graciou ly given us thefe 


C Children; but, ahl we have given them 

Sin and Corruption, that is their Portion 

from us Eut we bring them to thee in their fit- 
ful aud miſerable Condition, wherein, by our Means, 
hey have come ro the World For, rh they le 
ſeſt roved 472 uS, yer + im Thee #s therr Help. Tho? 
Tre 2nnot give them Chriſt and Grace, yet, Lord, 
Lian canſt do both: We therctore bring them to 
my Door, and lay them down before thee, as Ob- 
jects of fi „ and Spectacles of Miſery. They are 
vur Cl:'ldren by Nature; O! make them thy Chil- 
daes by Grace: They are born to us once; O.! 


tha they ay be born to thee a ſecond Time. Let 


y Bow 21s of Mercy yern towards them; deliver 
from the Dominion of Sin, from ihe Bondage 
Devil; and pluck them, as Brands, out of 

the ; Bu ning. O]! let thefe who are Pieces of our 
Bow and are now dead du Treſpaſes and — 
be made to live in thy Sight, that they may 18 


thy Name, both here 2 W, rin 


them to thee, who art the Lora of Life, 0 did 


put 
* 


' 


„ 


put Life in them at firſt. O! breathe ny upon 
their dry Boner, aud they ſhell live ſpiritually, 

O make them to remember rhei Creator ang 
Meir Redeemer in the Days of their Youth: g. 
quaint them timeoufly with thy ſelf, cauſe then 
know their Miſery and Loſtneſs by Nature and thei 
Need of Jeſus Chriſt to be their Saviour, (1! 6x 
the Impreſſions of God deep in their Minds, and 
make them to fear and love thee :abore all Thins 
Help them firmly to believe that they have 'mmor. 
tal Souls, that there is an Eternity after Time, a Lit 
after this, where it will be well for the R., him, 
and 2/4 for the Wicked, and that for ener. Gin: 
them an awful Senſe of God's All-feeing He, thu 
beholde them in Secret, as much as when 27 ( 
pany with others. Beger in them an Abhor:cnce o; 
Sin, and whatever is diſpleafing to thee: And e. 
{pecially, give them à Sight of their evil Hearts: 
Cauſe them to hate finful Thoughts, Woicls and 
Actions. Keep chem from Projaning ty Nani, 
from Profaning thy Sabbath,trom Lying, trom 1:4 
71, from Z)i/obeadience to Parents, from Ti 
werouſuelt, Paſſion, Revenge ; and from att 1he Va 
iti and Follies of Tonth, Make them mee, 
Zumble, and lowing one to another. 

Help them itill to remember they are thy ger 
tures, and the Work of thy Hands; that thou pri 
jerveſt them, provideſt for them, and give“ them 
all things richly to enjoy. That they owe thee 
Thanks for all their Mercies, that they depend en 
thee for all Thirgs. Lord, encline them to lone 
thee, and to love Prayer, and to go to thee freq tent. 
Iy with their Wants, whether in Soul or Body , U 


male them ſenſible of the ir Soul- miſcries and V ants 


and give them thy Spirit t» reach them to pray. 
Lord, enlighten their Underſtandings, reuew then 
Wills, and {tore their Memories with heaven) I 
Hructionus trom thy Word, that, from their Ch l. 
hood, they may know che holy Scriptures. 0 a 

l \. rhe) 


Pre 
nem 
tack 
0} OM 
love 
em- 
13 


Ints; 


Nray, 
then 
5 In 
1 d- 
chit 
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they may all know the® from the leaſt to the greateſt. 


Lord help, us to conſider and mind «the Vowy: 


and Engagements that were Jaid upon us for them, 
when they were Baptized, and folemnly ſurrendred 
to thee, And, Lord, help them to confider, how 
they were dedicated to God at Baptiim, and there- 
by liitcd Soldiers under thy Banner, and deeply 
{von to thy Colours. O! do thou encline and de- 
termine them now, perſonally and explcitely to own 
and renew their Baptiſmal Covenant; that ſo they 
may become Chriſtlans by their own Deed and vo- 
Juntzry Conſent, as well as by their Parents Dedica- 
tion. Fngage them now to chuſe God the Father, for 
their God and Father; to chuſe God the Son, tor 
their Redeemer and Saviour; to chuſe God the 
Holy Ghoſt, for their Sanftificr and Comforter : To 
chule God's Word for their Rule, God's People for 
their Companions, Holineſs for their Way, and 
Heaven for their Home. 

Lord, pour thy Spirit upon our Sced, and thy Bleſ- 
ug upon our 0 ipring; that they may ſgriug up 
af Graft, and as Willys by the Water-conrfes. 
Take carly Pofſeſton of their Hearts, and ſeaſon 
them with Grace. Keep them from the Evils and 
Vanicy which Childhood and Youth are ſubject to; 
and reitrain them from walking in the way of their 
Heart, and Sight of their Eyes. Check the Begin- 
nin's and firſt Appearance of Vice in them, and 
pluck it up by the Roots. Help us now to train 
them up in the Way they ſhould go, Hat, when 
they arc Old, they may not depart from it. Let 
the ford of God abide in them, that they may be 
er, and MAY OVELCOME the 2w/cked Cue. Teach 


71 


a0u ther Peachers, that they may be brought up” 


in ite Fear, Nurture, and Adniouation of the Lord: 
wet chem be rightly laſtructed in thy Truths, and 
ave rem Grace to Hold faſt the Form of found 
Wor 7 437 4 | , . J. 775 7 hz 'þ he 

WIG, aud 10 continue in the I bing Which they 
ba: -arned, Ol bleſs the Means of Inſtruction; 
1 Waun 


7 


. 


v 
76 
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Y Holy One of Urael. 


Fu rhe Evil of this World, and bring them 12% 


An hel p 


For Parents and Teachers may Plant, Mining 
may waer; but God only can give the T 
© Lord, we defire, to be filled with Pi; :1, Cod 
paſſion to the SH of rheſe Torng One, 1 n 
them in the Arms of Faith and Prayer, to the Þlef 
ſed Jeſus, beſeeching him to put his Has of er 
cy on them, and bleſs them, as he did 71 
dren in the days of bis Fleſh. Ol ſity then 
with thy lovely Image, and work an inward vit 
Change upon their Hearts. O! give them botime 
to know the God of therr Far herr, Hate ma 
ſerde him weath a perſect Mart, and aw! tis Win 
From the Womb of the Morning, let Chii't kar 
the Dew of Youth. ()! let Chriſt b. formed { 
their Hearts, when young, that we man Ge atme 
Children to be the Work of thy Hands ir the Lee. 
of :hy Houſe ; and then will not or Faces ne i 
pale, nor be aſhamed ; but we will ſandtiſie, 


bro 


Lord, we have been Inſtruments to bring theke 
little Ones to the Vorla, Childreu o hb 0! 
that we may be Means to bring them to Chrill 
that they may become Children of God, if Heirs 
of Grace, O! give them Portions among thy Chil 
dren, and bring both them and us inte thy Fam! 
that we and they may live and dwel! ragen! 


1 
88 of 1 
Heaven thro Eternity. Lord forbid, thut our Chi 
dren ſhould meet us at a Tribunal, in a Clriftizi 
and Graceleſs Condition; that ther, who are is 
dear and near to us, ſhould lie in Hell, and try 
the Flames for ever. God pity them, and prevent 
their Ruin. | 
If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt take them hence bete 
us, O fit them ro. live with thee above, aud make 
us willing to reſign them to thee ; Or, ii thou take 
us from them, be thou 4 gracious Father to them, 
when we arc gone, and a merciful Provider for them, 
in all States and Conditions of Life. Kecp then 


thro 


* 
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ro) it to a better. Take Care even of their tem- 
oral Concerns, and chuſe thei? Inheritance for them. 


Burt, cfpecially, take Care of their Souls, and let 
*. Faire be laid ug for them in Headen; and then 


Jof all ot her Thing 1 needful 720211 be added 20 hem. 


lon O! teach us our Duty to them, and teach them 
„en Duty to us 3. that we may be Bleſſings to one 


„bother. Inſtruct them in their Duty both to God 
and Wan, that they may be Inſtruments of thy 


im Glory, while here; and may be taken into the 
nNingdom of Glory, to live with thee tor ever here- 

Hutter. 0 4 f f 

MM Lord, fake Care of the riſing Generation every 

chere, ind let God ſtill have 2 Secd to ſerve him 

* our Am Ong them. Bleſs all Schools and Nurſeries of 

„Meaning. Caſt Salt into theſe Forntains, and heat 


rer here; that, from thence, may iſſue 
Streams, which ball make glad the City of God : 
Ail which we beg for Chriſt's Sake. Amen. 
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Letter from a Parochial Biſhop, to a Prelgte 
FY. | Gentleman-m land concerns the oy, 
3 of che Church z wherein, the Contra i e 
Biſhops, and Presbyrerian Ordination, is et in e 
and Jdiftindtly handled: The Senti ments of the acine. . 
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IJ. A Sacramental Carechiſm: Or, A fame kn der 

onng Comunigants ; plainly unfolding the Nour of 7 


I, 
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Lord's Supper is fully and diſtinctly handled. fn» 6h, 
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111. An Apology for rhe Church of Scott and. againſt dne 
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Reflections of J. S. late Incumbent at For, 
ſaid Church is fairly vindicated from the wtf ee of 


"Srhilm and the ſame juſtly faſtned upon her ub 


alſo, the late Proceedings of rhe Presbyrerics of lov: 2. | 


other Judicatories, againſt the diſloyal and rc !!1ovs er— 


Ya are juſtified 8 the Wickedneſs of the Rebe nd 
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